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	The Council of the City of New York

Finance Division

Larian Angelo, Director

Fiscal Impact Statement

Intro. No: 464-A
Committee: Education

	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the provision of language assistance services.


	Sponsors:
By Council Members Monserrate, Yassky, Barron, Comrie, Gerson, Gonzalez, James, Koppell, Palma, Martinez, Reyna, Brewer, Clarke, Foster, Jackson, Liu, Quinn, Recchia, Reed, Rivera, Sanders, Sears, Stewart, Weprin, Dilan, DeBlasio, Lopez, Vann, Gennaro, Moskowitz, Arroyo, Nelson, Seabrook, Gioia, The Spearker (Council Member Miller) and The Public Advocate (Ms. Gotbaum).



	Summary of Legislation: This legislation will require the Department of Education (the “Department”) to provide language assistance services for the nine languages that are most commonly spoken by persons living in New York City (the “Covered Languages”) to parents and guardians who have contact with the Department.  The legislation calls for the Department to develop an annual language assistance plan and determine the primary language spoken by each student’s parents or guardians within 30 days of the date that the proposed local law becomes effective.  This legislation would also ensure that a sufficient number of interpreters are available by telephone during regular business hours to provide interpretation services in each of the Covered Languages and provide interpretation services in the appropriate Covered Languages at meetings of the Panel for Education Policy and Department events with 400 or more persons in attendance.          



	Effective Date: This local law shall take effect 180 days after its enactment into law.



	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2006



	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY06

FY Succeeding

Effective FY07

Full Fiscal

Impact FY06

Revenues (+)

$0

$0

$0

Expenditures (-)

See below*

See below*

See below*

Net

See below*

See below*

See below*



	Impact on Revenues: There would be no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation.



	Impact on Expenditures:  *According to the Mayor’s Office of Legislative Affairs, the implementation of this legislation would cost the City up to $20 million in Fiscal 2006 and Fiscal 2007.  However, the Mayor’s Office of Legislative Affairs has not provided details on its calculation.  According to the City Council Finance Division, the Department has the necessary resources to ensure that the additional services are provided.  The Administration increased funding for the Translation Unit by $2.8 million in Fiscal 2006 and $2.3 million in the outyears to improve translation and interpretation services for non-English speaking families.  The unit was created in September 2004 with a starting budget of $2.5 million and one staff member.  In Fiscal 2006 and the outyears, the total budget for the translation unit is $5.3 million and will have 14 staff members.

In addition, on May 16, 2005 the Department announced it would provide an additional $4.7 million to expand translation and interpretation services in regional offices and schools across the City.  The $4.7 million are unspent funds the Department identified from its Fiscal 2005 and will be rolled over to its Fiscal 2006 Budget.    


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  Not applicable



	Source of Information:
City Council Finance Division

	Estimate Prepared By:
Latonia McKinney, Assistant Director

Hui Jin Ma, Legislative Financial Analyst



	History:  The legislation was introduced by the Council and referred to the Committee on Education on September 28, 2004.  The Committee on Education held its first hearing on May 17, 2005 and it was laid over.  The legislation will be reconsidered by the Committee on November 29, 2005.


	Date Submitted to Council:  September 28, 2004
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