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PRECONSIDERED RESOLUTION NO.  348

SUBJECT:  
Resolution amending certain Rules and adding certain Rules of the Council in relation to limiting access of lobbyists. 

ANALYSIS:   Before the Committee for its consideration are proposed changes to the Council Rules regarding limiting access of lobbyists to the Council-controlled side of City Hall.



In February, City Council Speaker Christine Quinn and Mayor Michael Bloomberg proposed a number of reforms to the City’s lobbying laws.  The proposed reforms seek to reduce the impact of the lobbying culture and special interests in City Hall by strengthening the integrity, transparency and accessibility of city government for its constituents.
  At that time, the Council Speaker announced a number of changes to the Council’s own rules to explicitly limit physical access by lobbyists from locations on the Council’s side of City Hall where Members are conducting business and the public is not invited.  These rules limit access from areas such as the non-public areas of the Speaker’s Office, the Council Lounge and the Floor of the Chambers and Committee Room during Stated and Special Meetings.

These changes to the Council Rules implement these reforms.  Specifically the changes would:

1. Explicitly prohibit lobbyists and persons other than Members and staff from all but certain demarcated areas of the Speaker’s Office unless present for a meeting or event;

2. Explicitly prohibit lobbyists and persons other than Members and staff from the Council Lounge unless present for a meeting with a Member;

3. Explicitly prohibit lobbyists and persons other than Members, staff, press, the Mayor and certain members of his staff from the floor of the Council Chambers and Committee Room during Council meetings and limit former Council Members who are lobbyists to the sections of the Chambers floor reserved for VIPs.

4. Explicitly prohibit lobbyists and persons other than Members and staff from the Council Member dais and behind the Council Member dais at Committee Hearings.
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� See Press Release, The Council of the City of New York, Office of Communications, Speaker Quinn & Mayor Bloomberg Introduce Lobbying Reforms; Speaker Presents Rules Changes Establishing Parameters for Lobbyists’ Access to Council Members (Feb.16, 2006) (available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyccouncil.info/pdf_files/reports/02-16_06_loybbyrform.pdf" ��http://www.nyccouncil.info/pdf_files/reports/02-16_06_loybbyrform.pdf�); see also Press Release, Office of the Mayor, Mayor Bloomberg and Speaker Quinn Unveil Comprehensive and Groundbreaking Reform Package of Lobbying Reform (Feb. 16, 2006) (available at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov" ��http://www.nyc.gov�).
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