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Committee Room
I. Introduction

The Committee on Governmental Operations, chaired by Council Member Simcha Felder, will meet today to consider two introductions relating to street events. Both introductions would lessen the impact of street events on the environment. 
The first introduction, Int. No. 899 by Council Member Gerson, would amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the use of ultra low sulfur diesel fuel in generators and the best available technology for street fairs and other events for which a street activity permit is required. The purpose of the introduction is to lessen the environmental impact of street events through the use of alternative fuels and technology.
The second introduction, Int. No. 908 by Council Member Mealy, would amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to street cleaning and the collection and removal of recyclable materials and refuse at street events. The purpose of the introduction is to ensure that, to the maximum extent feasible, sponsors, and others involved in producing street events, are held responsible for the collection of recyclable materials. The introduction includes civil penalties for violations. 
Those expected to testify at today’s hearing include representatives of the administration and interested members of the public.
II. Introductions to be Considered

Today, the Committee will consider two introductions relating to street events. Both of the introductions would make street events significantly “greener,” lessening their environmental impact and improving the quality of life for City residents. 

The first introduction, Int. No. 899 by Council Member Gerson, would amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the use of ultra low sulfur diesel fuel in generators and best available technology available for street fairs and other events for which a street activity permit is required. Ultra low sulfur diesel is diesel fuel containing a maximum of 15 parts per million of sulfur—a small amount of sulfur compared to the 3,000 parts per million or more generally found in regular diesel fuel. The use of this type of fuel greatly reduces fine particulate and pollutants in diesel exhaust.
Specifically, the bill provides that any diesel-powered generator that is used to provide electrical power for equipment used during a street fair or other event for which a street activity permit is required shall be powered by ultra low sulfur diesel fuel and shall utilize the best technology available for reducing the emission of pollutants. Further, the bill mandates that the Commissioner of the Department of Sanitation make determinations as to the best available technology that should be used to reduce the emission of pollutants for each type of diesel-powered generator. Each such determination, which shall be updated on a regular basis, must be based upon the reduction in emissions of particulate matter and upon the reduction in emissions of nitrogen oxides associated with the use of such technology. The bill also provides for a civil penalty for violations. 
The purpose of the introduction is to lessen the environmental impact of street events. The Committee looks forward to hearing testimony on the merits of this legislation and the feasibility of its implementation. 

The second introduction, Int. No. 908 by Council Member Mealy, would amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to street cleaning and the collection and removal of recyclable materials and refuse at street events. The bill is largely a codification of currently existing rules promulgated by the Department of Sanitation, though the bill contains several changes, the most significant of which is the introduction of higher penalties for violations. 
The purpose of the introduction is to ensure that sponsors, and others involved in producing street events, are held responsible for the collection of recyclable materials. The introduction requires that sponsors meet with local representatives of the Department of Sanitation prior to their event, that receptacles for recyclables are available where food and beverages are offered for sale, that receptacles are monitored to prevent the mixing of refuse and recyclable materials, and that all recyclable materials are appropriately bagged and collected. Additionally, the introduction provides for civil penalties ranging from two hundred fifty dollars to five hundred dollars for violations. The Committee looks forward to hearing testimony on the merits of the introduction, including the increased civil penalty and practicality of enforcement.  
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