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          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: If everyone will

          3  get settled, I'd like to reconvene this meeting of

          4  the Subcommittee on Zoning And Franchises.

          5                 Joining me this morning are members

          6  of the Committee, Council Member Katz, Eric Gioia,

          7  Al Vann, and we're also joined by Council Member

          8  Maria Arroyo, Annabel Palma, and I see Margarita

          9  Lopez walking back and forth.

         10                 We're here this morning to vote on

         11  Land Use number 331 C050120 ZMX, which is commonly

         12  referred to as the Port Morris rezoning action.

         13                 The item, the vote had been laid over

         14  for several meetings to give Council Member Arroyo

         15  an opportunity to meet with the Department of City

         16  Planning, Department of Housing Preservation and

         17  Development to talk about some issues that she had

         18  with the proposal including affordable housing.

         19                 Before I call on her, I would add

         20  that those meetings did take place. I know there has

         21  been some substantive conversations, and I have a

         22  letter that I'll read into the record from Joseph

         23  Rosenberg, Deputy Commissioner of HPD, addressed to

         24  myself and Council Member Katz, in connection with

         25  the rezoning of Port Morris.
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          2                 Pleased be advised the Department of

          3  Housing Preservation and Development agrees to

          4  convene a series of meetings with interested parties

          5  to discuss our affordable housing initiative which

          6  may be of assistance to property owners and

          7  residents in the local community.

          8                 Please contact me and then it gives

          9  the phone numbers.

         10                 Before I ask Counsel to call the

         11  vote, and if any Council members have some

         12  statements they want to make, let me first call on

         13  Council Member Arroyo.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Thank you. I

         15  want to thank the Committee for its indulgence and

         16  patience with me in this process. This is my third

         17  week on the job, and there was a lot of learning to

         18  do, so I appreciate your patience and your making

         19  available to me the forms necessary for me to

         20  understand better the issues surrounding this

         21  rezoning.

         22                 The other individuals who have

         23  participated in helping me come up to speed with

         24  this, the Bronx Borough President has also been part

         25  of that process and has committed to assisting my
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          2  office with the community groups concerned to

          3  address the issues of community participation in my

          4  district, which is a major issue here, and how we

          5  can, and I will borrow his phrase, we do not need

          6  inclusionary zoning language, because we support

          7  affordable housing initiatives in the Bronx and his

          8  office has spearheaded many of the projects that

          9  have undergone the development of affordable housing

         10  units in the borough.

         11                 I welcome the support of the Borough

         12  President, and I look forward to working with him

         13  and the community groups involved to try to move our

         14  agenda forward, and I thank you for your time.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: We've also been

         16  joined by Council Member Mike McMahon and Christine

         17  Quinn and Council Member Katz.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Thank you, Mr.

         19  Chair. I just want to comment. I think that Council

         20  Member Arroyo is being extremely modest. The fact of

         21  the matter is she did exactly what she was supposed

         22  to do. She came here on her first, I think her

         23  second day of being a Council member, held up a

         24  project in order to make sure that her community was

         25  well represented and to make sure that her
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          2  constituents would have exactly what they needed in

          3    their district and she did it very well.  On the

          4  second day of being a Council member the system

          5  actually worked and she managed it very well.

          6                 Having said that, I just got off the

          7  phone with Borough President Carrion, and confirmed,

          8  you know, a bunch of things that we were all very

          9  concerned with. He's planning a meeting with Council

         10  Member Arroyo with the South Bronx Churches and also

         11  some of the community advocates so that Council

         12  Member Arroyo can be in direct negotiations with

         13  these groups as well. But I think it worked and I

         14  think that HPD and all involved want to put

         15  affordable housing there, the Bronx has built

         16  thousands of units in affordable housing in the last

         17  few years. So, I have faith that the projects will

         18  go forward as planned. And I just want to thank the

         19  local Council Member for the work that she did to

         20  assure that for her community.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 Chair.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Any other

         24  questions, statements from Committee members?

         25                 If not, I'll ask Counsel to call the

                                                            6

          1  ZONING AND FRANCHISES

          2  vote.

          3                 The Chair recommends approval of this

          4  item.

          5                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Chair Avella.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Aye.

          7                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

          8  Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         10                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         11  Gioia.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         13                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         14  Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         17  McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         19                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Council Member

         20  Vann.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         22                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: The vote stands

         23  at six in the affirmative, none in the negative, no

         24  abstentions, and is referred to the full Land Use

         25  Committee.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON AVELLA: Thank you,

          3  everyone. This closes this meeting of the

          4  Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises.

          5                 (Hearing concluded at 10:50 a.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 9th day of March 2005.
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         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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