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Good afternoon and thank you to Chair Holden and the members of the Committee on Veterans for 

convening this important hearing today. The issues affecting our veterans, particularly our homeless 

veterans, remain crucial for us to confront as we move forward into these unprecedented times. 

Over the past decade, New York has made great strides when it comes to reducing the number of 

veterans who do not have permanent housing. Both the state and city governments have made 

significant investments into helping those who served get the housing that they deserve. Between 

2010 and 2022, the state saw the number of homeless veterans decline by 83%, with that number 

reaching a 90% decline in New York City. This is great progress, but there is still more work to be 

done. 

There are ample opportunities for us to provide housing benefits and other possible solutions for 

veterans who are struggling with their housing situations. We need more developers to include 

veterans set-asides in their developments, and I have pushed for veterans housing in new 

developments in The Bronx. We also need more pathways to home ownership, including in our many 

co-ops across the city, both those regulated by the state and city and those that are privately owned 

and managed. 

But none of this will be possible without hearing directly from those who are most affected. We must 

do more to ensure that the voices of veterans are heard at all levels of our local government. As 

Borough President, I am responsible for appointing the members of The Bronx’s 12 community 

boards. Some of these boards have begun to form committees dedicated to serving the needs of our 

veterans, including Bronx boards 5, 7, 8, and 9. I fully support any board that creates one of these 

committees, and any support that the city government could give our community boards to help 

them create these committees would be of great benefit. 

I am also cognizant of the changes that are coming from Washington. More than almost any group in 

our country, veterans are uniquely reliant on services provided through the federal government. Last 

week, we saw the Department of Veterans Affairs cut over 1,000 employees, including some right 

here in The Bronx. While they claim that this will not affect benefits or services, we cannot truly know 



what the effects of this cut will be as of yet. As representatives of our city, we must continue to 

demand accountability and push for there to be no reduction in veterans benefits. We must also 

demand that our veterans have their data and privacy protected from invasion. It is unacceptable 

that any veteran – or any American – should have their data accessed and potentially revealed by 

incompetent ideological actors. 

As the Borough President for the borough that hosts the James J. Peters VA Medical Center, where 

thousands of New York’s veterans get their healthcare every year, I am particularly concerned about 

the effect that these actions will have on our residents. I am committed to fighting for our veterans 

to keep the benefits and rights that they earned through their sacrifice. 

Thank you again for the work that this committee is doing to ensure that our veterans are safe, 

secure, and thriving. In these pivotal moments, it is essential that we continue to do this important 

work and fight for our veterans. 



	

 
 
 

	
Testimony	of	Samaritan	Daytop	Village	
New	York	City	Council	Committee	on	Veterans	
February	19,	2025	
		
Good	morning,	Chair	Holden	and	esteemed	members	of	the	Veterans	Committee.	
My	 name	 is	Deirdre	Rice-Reese,	 and	 I	 am	 honored	 to	 speak	 on	 behalf	
of	Samaritan	Daytop	Village.	
		
I	want	 to	commend	this	Committee	 for	 its	commitment	 to	addressing	 the	 full	
range	 of	 challenges	 faced	 by	 homeless	 veterans.	 Your	 focus	 on	housing,	
wraparound	supports,	and	mental	health	resources	is	essential	to	ensuring	long-
term	stability	for	those	who	have	served	our	country.	
		
Despite	tremendous	progress	in	reducing	veteran	homelessness	over	 the	past	
decade,	New	York	City	saw	one	of	the	highest	single-year	increases	in	veteran	
homelessness	in	2024.	This	signals	an	urgent	need	to	address	not	just	housing,	
but	 also	 the	 root	 causes	 of	 instability,	 including	mental	 health	 challenges,	
substance	use	disorders,	and	economic	hardship.	
		
At	Samaritan	 Daytop	 Village,	 we	see	 firsthand	how	 these	 barriers	 impact	
veterans	every	day.	Our	veteran-specific	programs	provide:	
		

• Residential	 treatment	for	 veterans	 struggling	with	PTSD,	 addiction,	
and	trauma,	including	the	first-ever	program	in	New	York	exclusively	
for	female	veterans.	

• Job	 training	 and	 employment	 readiness,	 including	resume	 writing,	
interview	techniques,	and	internships.	

• Basic	needs	assistance,	including	clothing,	shoes,	and	digital	access	to	
ensure	veterans	can	successfully	engage	in	job	searches	and	remote	
services.	

• Advocacy	 for	discharge	upgrades,	as	many	veterans	with	 less-than-
honorable	discharges	are	 locked	out	of	VA	benefits,	 despite	having	
service-related	 injuries	 or	 mental	 health	 conditions.	Opening	 this	
channel	changes	lives—it	restores	access	to	housing,	health	care,	and	
stability.	

		
As	an	Air	Force	veteran	and	someone	in	long-term	recovery	for	over	30	years,	I	
can	personally	attest	to	the	life-changing	impact	of	veteran-specific	services.	The	
needs	of	veterans	are	distinct	from	those	of	civilians,	and	our	approach	to	care	
must	reflect	that.	
		
While	serving	is	a	privilege,	it	is	also	a	sacrifice	that	deserves	recognition—not	
just	 in	words,	 but	 in	 sustained	 investment.	By	building	 a	 culture	of	 recovery,	
supporting	veterans’	 pride	 and	 service,	 and	expanding	 resources,	 we	
can	continue	to	transform	lives.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	time,	your	leadership,	and	your	commitment	to	New	York	
City’s	veterans.	Samaritan	Daytop	Village	stands	ready	 to	partner	with	you	 in	
this	mission.	
	



Businesses Shut Down by Police to Protect the Competition 
 
Imagine living in a country where your business can be shut 
down by your competition with the physical brute force of the 
local police department.  
 
If you thought, “No way, Not in this country!” You would be 
wrong. I am describing something that happens routinely right 
here everyday in the streets of this city.  
 
Making this scenario even more abusive is that the businesses 
being targeted to be shut down are owned exclusively by 
service-disabled veterans.  
 
So why would the NYPD shut down veteran-owned businesses?  
 
The short answer is money.  The NYPD are taking directions 
from the B.I.D. organizations.  
 
The BID’s are authorized by the Department of Transportation 
to rent sidewalk space to vendors and to kiosks and street fares. 
They collect millions a year in rent for public space which is 
free to a service-disabled veteran vendor.  
 
I am service-disabled veteran. I have been operating as a food 
vendor since 2008. Vending provides very unique opportunities 
for veterans in transition or veterans in crisis.  
 
In 2010 I founded a non-profit organization called Put Veterans 
First, Ltd. Our mission is to help veterans start their own small 
business as street vendors. Under New York State law disabled 



veterans have the right to vend free from any city placement 
restrictions.  
 
This is a right granted to veterans in NYS GBL §35. This NYS 
statute was clarified by the NYS Supreme Court in Kaswan v. 
Aponte, 142 Misc. 2d 298, and the Supreme Court judgement 
was unanimously upheld by the Appellate Court, 160 AD 2d 
342.   
 
Under pressure from the BID’s and the brick-and-mortar stores, 
the NYPD and the city agencies harass veterans out of business 
with illegal summonses.  
 
The city refuses to acknowledge the fact that there is no legal 
way to move a vendor who is a veteran with a service-related 
injury.   
 
In fact, any officer that issues a summons for a placement 
restriction to a service-disabled veteran, does so, in contempt of 
a court order.  
 
This January 16, 2025 my cart food cart was illegally seized by 
the Department of Sanitation on orders from the Times Square 
Alliance. They are the BID that controls all the business in 
Times Square. 
  
The DSNY Lieutenant issued me a summons for a placement 
restriction. I explained to him that Under State Law I am fully 
authorized operate on streets that are restricted by city 
regulations. The Lt. responded that it’s his job to enforce city 
rules and that State Laws don’t apply in the city.  



 
Unbelievable. Simply unbelievable. 
 
I am still mortified by this encounter. Not so much by the 
summons and the illegal seizure or by being put out of work.  
But, by the fact that the DSNY Lt. did not know that in NY State 
the city regulations are superseded NYS law.  
 
Under the Preemption Doctrine in Article IX of the NYS 
Constitution, a local law is null and void and unenforceable 
when it conflicts with a state law - Especially in cases where the 
NYS statute and a judge’s court order say exactly that. 
 
The Preemption Doctrine is well settled law. And any city 
council member that does not know about the supremacy of state 
law over city regulations is either negligent or ignorant.   
 
And remember - ignorance of the law is no excuse not even for 
councilmembers.  
I recommend you all read Kaswan, read GBL 35 or remain 
ignorant. 
 
n.b. The city is violating our state granted rights and stripping 
away public accommodation which is protected under § 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act, the ADA and NYS Executive order § 
296. To help address this long-running injustice by the city 
against its Veterans please contact Armando Crescenzi.  

 
 

 



The Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 126 has established a Homeless Veterans Essential Needs 

Shop at the VA hospital on 23rd Street in Manhattan. We have stocked the room with purchased and 

donated new clothing. Our inventory consists of warm thermal undergarments, coats, hats, scarves, and 

gloves. We also provide sundry items, soap, sanitary hand lotion, and first aid items. 

The shop is run under a voucher system, where hospital medical staff and counselors provide a voucher 

to the homeless veteran for the clothing items and sundries they truly need.  

The homeless veteran presents the voucher at the Essentials Needs Shop where he or she is fitted with 

the right‐sized clothing and sundries. While at the shop the veteran is given referrals to city and private 

organizations that would assist them in securing permanent housing, employment, and food. Hospital 

resources for continued medical and mental health care are also introduced to the veteran. 

Our VVA chapter has three VA hospital‐trained and certified volunteers who oversee the project. 

Over the past few months, this project has helped over one hundred homeless veterans. 

The Manhattan VA hospital is very pleased and excited about how well this project helped our homeless 

veterans and wants to expand the project to other New York City Veterans Hospitals and Veterans 

Centers in all the boroughs.  

We are looking forward to working with the City Council Veterans Committee to expand this project and 

provide further assistance to our homeless veterans so they can transition from their troubled military 

past to a new healthy, happy,  and productive life. 

 

 

 



Testimony before the New York City Council 
Regarding Mitchell-Lama Housing 

February 19, 2025 

Honorable Chair Holden and Esteemed Members of the City Council, 

My name is Mike Munoz, I am a Post 9/11 army combat veteran (Iraq), and currently serve as 
the Post Commander for New York’s newest American Legion Post, Post 917. I am a resident of 
the Mitchell-Lama property Clinton Towers, located in Hell's Kitchen/Clinton, New York. I am 
here today to provide testimony regarding the urgent need to protect, expand, and hold 
accountable the veterans preference list for Mitchell-Lama Housing in our city. 

I first found out about Mitchell-Lama 10 years ago. In 2016 I applied to Clinton Towers, and was 
placed on the veterans wait list. While I waited my turn for an apartment, I lived through years of 
hardship and housing insecurity. In 2022, I finally received notice that it was my turn to apply for 
an apartment. The apartment changed my life, and my quality of life has been much better since 
moving into Clinton Towers.   

While I do feel lucky and privileged to live in a Mitchell-Lama apartment, I know that some policy 
changes were enacted. 1. Veterans must now get through a lottery, and win before veterans 
preference is enacted. 2. Buildings like Clinton Towers recently closed all lists, even though all 
veterans have been called.  

As an advocate for veterans, I assist members of my post, and members of my veteran 
community with applying for Mitchell-Lama housing.  

I ask today to pass a regulation that ensures that veterans lists stay open so that veterans in 
need of affordable housing can continue to apply.  

I urge the Council to act swiftly to safeguard this vital housing resource for veterans and the 
community. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Michael Munoz 

Commander, American Legion Post 917 
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