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          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: The State and

          3  Federal Legislation Committee is about to begin.

          4                 Today the Committee on State and

          5  Federal Legislation will vote on one item, a

          6  Preconsidered Mayor's Message.

          7                 This proposed legislation provides an

          8  accident disability retirement benefit for uniformed

          9  Sanitation members who became physically or mentally

         10  incapacitated and therefore unable to perform their

         11  duties as a result of an accident sustained in the

         12  performance of the member's uniformed service while

         13  such member was actually a member of NYCERS.

         14                 The legislation provides for a

         15  retirement disability benefit equal to

         16  three-quarters of the member's final average salary,

         17  and which is in lieu of any other disability

         18  allowance provided by NYCERS.

         19                 Do we have anyone who would like to

         20  testify on this legislation? It's preconsidered and

         21  it's concerning Senate 5842. Anyone?

         22                 Yes? Please come forward and share

         23  with us how you're feeling today.

         24                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER SANTANGELO:

         25  Good morning, is it? It's afternoon. Good afternoon.
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          1  STATE AND FEDERAL LEGISLATION

          2  I'm feeling fine, and I'm from the Department of

          3  Sanitation. My name is Anne Marie Santangelo, I'm

          4  Assistant Commissioner for Legal Affairs, and I'm

          5  here to speak in favor of the bill and to request

          6  that the Committee grant the Home Rule Message for

          7  it.

          8                 We believe that this bill would

          9  provide clarity for uniformed Sanitation workers,

         10  and would provide a more uniform method for this

         11  type of retirement program, and we ask your support

         12  for it.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Does any member

         14  of the Committee have a question for our witness?

         15                 Well, thank you very much for joining

         16  us.

         17                 ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER SANTANGELO:

         18  Thank you, and happy holidays.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Would anyone else

         20  like to testify on this legislation? No? Anyone from

         21  the union? Bob?

         22                 We don't have a quorum yet, Bob, so

         23  feel free to just tell us a joke, you know, anything

         24  you like.

         25                 MR. BISHOP: I would like to note for
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          2  the record that I am joined by the President of the

          3  Uniformed Sanitation Union Pete Scarlatos. Joan

          4  Manion, who is the President of the Sanitation

          5  Officers Union is here. Harry Nespoli, who is Vice

          6  President of the Sanitation Union is here, as well.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Gentlemen, thank

          8  you all for being with us.

          9                 What's the current level of

         10  disability which we're improving, I would assume?

         11                 MR. SCARLATOS: People in Tier IV

         12  right now, they are covered only a third. The people

         13  that were in Tier I many years ago, we had a

         14  three-quarter disability. So now what we're trying

         15  to do is get the people in Tier IV, who deserve a

         16  three-quarter disability, we're trying to get that

         17  done right now, and we need your help.

         18                 And it was part of an arrangement

         19  with our contracts between the Officers Union and

         20  ourselves, it was part of the contract that we were

         21  paying part of it to try to get this bill, which is

         22  greatly needed.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Okay.

         24                 Any of my colleagues have any

         25  questions?
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          2                 Thank you.

          3                 Ring the bell again.

          4                 Thank you for your testimony, we

          5  appreciate it.

          6                 MR. SCARLATOS: Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: We need one more

          8  member. If you guys can find one member of the State

          9  and Federal Legislation Committee to make this go

         10  more smoothly -- someone is coming up?

         11                 Let me note on a more serious note,

         12  although it's a light-hearted subject, this is the

         13  first State and Federal Legislation Committee that

         14  we've had since the former Chair, Mike DeMarco,

         15  passed away, and part of the spirit of

         16  good-heartedness -- there is not such a word, but

         17  there should be associated with Mike DeMarco -- that

         18  this Committee tries to uphold part of his legacy.

         19  Mike ran his hearings a little bit like you were

         20  having them in his livingroom, and you were just

         21  talking over coffee, and if you were talking over

         22  coffee with Mike, it was always an entertaining

         23  thing to do. So, he's sorely, sorely missed, not

         24  just by this Committee and this Council, but sadly

         25  from this earth, but we won't forget him, and we
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          2  thank God that we had the opportunity to serve with

          3  him, even in the short period that I did, and for

          4  some of us for a much, much longer period.

          5                 We now have a quorum.

          6                 No, we need one more.

          7                 All right, we're going to call for a

          8  roll call on preconsidered bill that would concern

          9  Senate 5842, which provides the 75 accidental

         10  disability retirement benefit for Sanitation members

         11  and retirees of NYCERS, if they become physically or

         12  mentally incapacitated and therefore unable to

         13  perform their duties as a result of an accident to

         14  sustain the performance of the member's uniformed

         15  service, while they were actually a member of

         16  NYCERS, and let me note that this was a subject of

         17  collective bargaining that has been agreed to by all

         18  sides and supported by both the Mayor's side and by

         19  the unions.

         20                 So, the Chair is urging an aye vote,

         21  and would you call the roll?

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Miller.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Aye.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Pinkett.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER PINKETT: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fisher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FISHER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sabini.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of six in

         11  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         12  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         13                 Please sign the report.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON MILLER: Thank you.

         15                 We're going to adjourn the meeting,

         16  but please leave the roll open for any other members

         17  who should arrive before the Council so they can

         18  vote.

         19                 Adjourned.

         20                 (Hearing concluded at 12:40 p.m.)
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          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 11th day of December 2001.
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