Res. No. 1393
 
..Title

Resolution calling upon President Donald Trump to fully fund the National Endowment for the Arts, and to not diminish or eliminate the agency in any form.
..Body
By Council Members Van Bramer, Levin, Dromm and Cohen
Whereas, The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), established by the United States (U.S.) Congress in 1965, is an independent federal agency whose funding and support promotes and strengthens the creative capacity of local communities; and

Whereas, The NEA is dedicated to expanding equal access to the arts, promoting arts education, and affirming and celebrating America’s rich and diverse cultural heritage through grant making and local partnerships that support thousands of organizations, performances and activities in every congressional district; and


Whereas, Forty percent of all NEA program funds are distributed through state arts agencies and, together with millions in state appropriations, more than 23,000 grants in 5,000 communities across the U.S. were funded in 2017; and

Whereas, In 2015, over 33 million individuals attended more than 30,000 concerts, readings and performances, and 5,000 exhibitions that were supported by NEA funding; and

Whereas, The NEA promotes and expands cultural access, 36 percent of grants are awarded to organizations that reach underserved populations such as people with disabilities, people in institutions and veterans, 33 percent serve low-income audiences, and 40 percent of NEA-supported activities take place in high-poverty neighborhoods; and

Whereas, In 2016 the NEA received an appropriation of nearly $148 million, which is about $28 million less than its peak funding level in 1992, and a mere 0.0037 percent of the $4 trillion that the Congressional Budget Office projects the federal government will spend in 2017; and

Whereas, As president-elect, Donald Trump announced a plan to reduce federal spending by $10.5 trillion over ten years; and

Whereas, According to a February 14, 2017 internal memo circulated within the Office of Management and Budget obtained by The New York Times, President Donald Trump is considering eliminating the NEA despite the apparently negligible impact it would have on the federal budget; and

Whereas, Although congressional appropriations to the agency have been nominal over the past five years, it has great value potential as every NEA dollar is matched by up to $7 in private and other public funds; and

Whereas, The arts are a positive investment, according to the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, arts and cultural production contributes more than $704.2 billion, or 4.23 percent of the gross domestic product, to the nation’s economy; and

Whereas, According to the NEA, the arts and cultural sector employed 4.7 million individuals, earning $339 billion in 2013; and

Whereas, Without the agency, smaller grantees are not likely to survive as the bulk of NEA grants and grantee organizations are small; 43 percent of grants are $20,000 or less and 47 percent of recipients had less than $1 million in prior year expenditures; and

Whereas, New York City, home to a wealth of cultural amenities, including art galleries, museums and theaters, is an important center for film, dance, literature, music, opera, theater and the visual arts, making it the global cultural capital it is today; and


Whereas, According to NEA’s website, 156 grants totaling $4.86 million were awarded to NYC applicants in fiscal year 2017; and
Whereas, According to the Alliance for the Arts, arts-motivated visitors are one of the strongest factors in NYC’s growing tourism market; and

Whereas, According to a 2015 Center for an Urban Future (CUF) Report, NYC’s creative industries have outpaced traditional indicators, such as finance, insurance and legal services, to become one of the fastest growing segments of its economy; and
Whereas, The CUF also reports that of NYC’s 20 largest industries, the creative sector comprises the largest share of the nation’s total jobs, accounting for 8.6 percent of national jobs in 2013, up from 7.1 percent in 2003; and
Whereas, Eliminating the NEA would have devastating consequences not only for society, cultural diversity and equity, but also the many interrelated economies that drive production and provide jobs, including those local communities that depend on cultural institutions for survival; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon President Donald Trump to fully fund the National Endowment for the Arts, and to not diminish or eliminate the agency in any form.
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