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Committee:
Transportation



	Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the facilitation of sex trafficking with a vehicle.


	Sponsors: Council Members Ferreras, Vacca, Barron, Brewer, Cabrera, Comrie, Dickens, Fidler, Foster, James, Koslowitz, Lander, Levin, Mark-Viverito, Palma, Recchia, Reyna, Rose, Sanders Jr., Van Bramer, Williams, Wills, Jackson, Lappin, Vallone, Rodriguez, Dromm, Garodnick and Chin 



	Summary of Legislation: The proposed legislation would amend section 19-502 of the administrative code of the city of New York by adding a new subdivision y entitled “Facilitate sex trafficking with a vehicle”  This would be defined as committing the offenses, pursuant to the Penal Law, of promoting prostitution in the third, second, or first degrees, compelling prostitution or sex trafficking, and using a licensed Taxi and Limousine Commission (the “Commission”) vehicle in the offense.

The bill would also amend section 19-505 by adding a new subdivision q to require that not more than one hundred eighty days following the enactment of this legislation, the Commission develop and commence a program to notify drivers of all Commission licensed vehicles that facilitating sex trafficking with a vehicle is illegal.  Such program would include an educational component designed to inform such drivers of the specific laws defining and proscribing sex trafficking, including but not limited to fiscal penalties, license revocation and incarceration, and of the resources available to assist victims of sex trafficking.  Such program, however, would also inform drivers that they may not refuse a fare based on appearance or the actual or perceived gender or sexual orientation of the passenger.  The completion of this program would be a requirement for initial licensure and subsequent license renewal for such drivers.  

In addition, this bill would amend subdivision b of section 19-507 of the administrative code of the city of New York to require that no driver or vehicle owner of a for-hire vehicle or base station licensee affiliated with such vehicle shall facilitate sex trafficking with a vehicle. Any driver, vehicle owner of a for-hire vehicle or base station licensee affiliated with such vehicle who does so would be subject to a civil penalty of $10,000 and the Commission would be required to revoke the license of such driver, owner or licensee, so long as there was a causal connection set forth in the legislation between the licensed person and a vehicle involved in the offense.


	Effective Date: This legislation would take effect ninety days after its enactment into law, except that the Taxi and Limousine Commission shall take all necessary action, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.



	Fiscal Year In Which Full Fiscal Impact Anticipated: Fiscal 2013


	Fiscal Impact Statement:
Effective FY13
FY Succeeding

Effective FY14
Full Fiscal

Impact FY13
Revenues 

$0
$0

$0
Expenditures 

($75,000)
$0
($75,000)
Net

($75,000)
$0
($75,000)


	Impact on Revenues:  Because the bill is intended as a deterrent to would be violators of the Commission’s rules, it is 

estimated that there would be minimal to no impact on revenues resulting from the enactment of this legislation.


	Impact on Expenditures:  To implement this legislation, the Commission will modify its licensing and licensing renewal application forms to allow for a driver’s self-certification as to the compliance with the requirement of this legislation and modify its computer system to recognize such. As a result, it is estimated that the impact on expenditures resulting from the enactment of this legislation would be $75,000 in Fiscal 2013 only.


	Source of Funds To Cover Estimated Costs:
  N/A


	Source of Information:   City Council Finance Division 
                                                 Mayor’s Office of Legislative Affairs
                                                                                                

	Estimate Prepared By:     Nathan Toth, Deputy Director

                                                Chima Obichere, Unit Head


	History:

Introduced as Intro. 725 by Council on December 8, 2011 and referred to the Committees on Transportation.  A hearing was held and the legislation was laid over by the Committees on Transportation and Women’s Issues on December 14, 2011. Intro. 725 has been amended, and the amended version, Proposed Int. 725-A, will be considered by the Committee on Transportation on June 12, 2012.

	Date Submitted to Council:  December 8, 2011.  
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