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Whereas, The United States Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) governs federal public health policy, and HHS contains multiple offices overseen by the Office of the Secretary and 13 separate operation divisions, most notably: the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and the Office of Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH), which includes the Nation’s Doctor, the U.S. Surgeon General; and
Whereas, HHS’ mission statement reads: “to enhance the health and well-being of all Americans, by providing for effective health and human services and by fostering sound, sustained advances in the sciences underlying medicine, public health, and social services”; and
Whereas, President Eisenhower created the Presidential Cabinet-level Department of Health, Education, and Welfare in 1953—eventually, becoming the modern-day HHS by an act of Congress and signed by President Carter in 1979; and
Whereas, As the Secretary of HHS is a member of the Presidential Cabinet, they must be appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate; and
Whereas, In times of political uncertainty with a new incoming executive administration, it is incumbent that HHS continues its steadfast science-based approach to public health; and
Whereas, The incoming Trump Administration has expressed baseless and concerning comments on public health with no scientific merit; and
Whereas, The federal public health apparatus has been at the forefront of groundbreaking, evidence-based announcements to promote healthy lifestyles for the American public benefiting millions; and
Whereas, “The mission of the U.S Surgeon General is to protect, promote, and advance the health and safety of our nation”; and
Whereas, In 1964, the Surgeon General, Dr. Luther Terry, shifted the American smoking paradigm with the first report of the Surgeon General’s Advisory Committee on Smoking and Health showcasing that smoking is dangerous and leads to cancer and other serious diseases—the report was based on over 7,000 medical literature articles; and 
Whereas, According to the CDC, the Surgeon General’s report sparked the anti-smoking zeitgeist in the United States leading to congressional legislation and public efforts to educate the public of the dangers of tobacco, which can still be seen today, such as the Surgeon General’s warning label on packages of cigarettes; and
Whereas, Another public health initiative taken by the federal government was fluoridation: the process of adding fluoride to drinking water to prevent tooth decay and promote dental health; and
Whereas, While the fluoridation of drinking water is under the jurisdiction of state and local government, the CDC and other federal government agencies continue to foster coordination and expand fluoride infrastructure with localities; and
Whereas, Moreover, the Surgeon General was the original sponsor of the Grand Rapids water fluoridation study, which helped result in Grand Rapids, Michigan, becoming the first U.S. city to fluoridate its drinking water according to the National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research; and
Whereas, Today, the New York City Department of Environmental Protection states that New York City drinking water contains 0.8mg/L of the fluorine ion compared to the HHS recommended amount of 0.7mg/L; and 
Whereas, During the COVID-19 pandemic, the FDA approved the COVID-19 vaccines after an intense period of clinical trials and medical review; and
Whereas, The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene found that over 90% of New Yorkers received at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, and 82% of New Yorkers took both doses—to protect themselves from COVID-19; and
Whereas, The proactive hand of federal government health policy has resulted in the improvement of the health and safety of New Yorkers and all Americans; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York urges the federal government to continue its scientific, forward-thinking advocacy and commitment to protecting American public health


LS #18213
JEB
11/13/24


