
Staff:   Phil Hom, Counsel

Ron Kim, Policy Analyst

Chima Obichere, Finance Analyst

[image: image1.png]



T H E  C O U N C I L

            REPORT OF THE HUMAN SERVICES DIVISION

  Robert Newman, Legislative Director

           COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

        Council Member John Liu, Chair

November 8, 2007

PROPOSED INT. NO. 567-A:                       
By Council Members Gentile, Liu, Addabbo Jr., Brewer, Comrie, James, Koppell, Martinez, Nelson, Sanders Jr., Stewart and Weprin
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to requiring the department of transportation to conduct studies of traffic accident locations
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Title 14 by adding a new section 14-150.1 and Title 19 by adding a new section 19-180.

INTRODUCTION


On November 8, 2007, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John Liu, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 567-A, which would amend Title 14 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (“Administrative Code”) by adding a new section 14-150.1, and Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-180.

Invitees include Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan, New York City Department of Transportation (“DOT”); Commissioner Raymond Kelly, New York City Police Department (“NYPD”); transportation advocates; planning advocates and community groups.

BACKGROUND

In a City with over eight million people living in a 301 square mile area
, there will inevitably be conflict between the many users of City streets and sidewalks, as well as accidents between pedestrians and motor vehicles.  DOT has placed an emphasis on trying to improve pedestrian safety on New York City streets by instituting several initiatives, including safe routes to schools, safe routes to mass transit and street safety education.

Some individuals, transportation advocates and civic groups have complained that they believe DOT is either not conducting traffic analyses of intersections where there are pedestrian accidents or is not conducting analyses that are thorough enough.  Many accidents seem to occur at a few specific intersections.  Early this year, the transportation advocacy group, Transportation Alternatives, released a study showing that half of all accidents occur at just 10% of all New York City intersections.
  Among some of the most dangerous intersections identified by Transportation Alternatives are along Canal Street in Manhattan, Flatbush Avenue in Brooklyn, Roosevelt Avenue in Queens, the Grand Concourse in the Bronx and Hylan Boulevard in Staten Island.

Currently, there is no formal process where the NYPD, the agency that prepares accident reports, shares information with DOT, the agency that conducts engineering studies of streets.  Proposed Int. No. 567-A would require the sharing of accident reports between the NYPD and DOT.

ANALYSIS


Section 1 of Proposed Int. No. 567-A would amend Title 14 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 14-150.1, entitled “Traffic accident reports.”  Subdivision a of new section 14-150.1 would define “motor vehicle” as being a vehicle as defined by section 125 of the State Vehicle and Traffic Law, and “pattern of motor vehicle accidents” as three or more traffic accidents involving motor vehicles, but not pedestrians, within a sixty-day period.  Subdivision b of new section 14-150.1 would require the NYPD to forward a copy of all traffic accident reports involving a pedestrian injury or fatality and traffic accident reports demonstrating a pattern of motor vehicle accidents to the DOT Commissioner within five days after the completion of such reports,


Section 2 of Proposed Int. No. 567-A would amend Title 19 of the Administrative Code by adding a new section 19-180, entitled “Analysis of traffic accident locations.”  Subdivision a of new section 19-180 would require the DOT to begin a traffic study of a traffic accident location within seven days after receipt of a traffic accident report involving a pedestrian injury or fatality, or traffic accident reports demonstrating a pattern of motor vehicle accidents from the NYPD, as would be required under new section 14-150.1. Such traffic study would be required to seek to determine the cause of such accident(s) and, where applicable, shall make recommendations, which shall include a plan for implementing such recommendations, for improving safety at the accident location.


Subdivision b of new section 19-180 would require DOT to complete and forward a copy of the results of the traffic study, including any accompanying recommendations and plans for implementing such recommendations, within sixty days of beginning such study to the NYPD, and to the Council Member and Community Board in whose district the traffic accident(s) occurred.


Section 3 of Proposed Int. No. 567-A would provide that this local law take effect thirty days after it is enacted.
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