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I. INTRODUCTION
On Tuesday, September 20, 2016, the Committee on Cultural Affairs, Libraries and International Intergroup Relations, chaired by Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer, will conduct an oversight hearing on the New York City Art Commission. Additionally, the Committee will hear Proposed Int. No. 1276-A, a local law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the art commission to submit an annual report to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council. Witnesses invited to testify include the New York City Art Commission, the Department of Cultural Affairs (DCLA), the Department of Design and Construction, the Department of Parks and Recreation, the members of the Cultural Institutions Group (CIG),
 various arts and cultural groups and organizations, academic institutions and other interested parties. 
II. BACKGROUND

The New York City Art Commission was created in 1898 by the New York City Charter.
 The Commission is responsible for oversight of all designs for works of art, architecture, landscape architecture and street furniture proposed to be erected on or above city property as well as the conservation of the City’s art collection.
 

The Commission was originally created in response to the City Beautiful Movement after the 1893 World Columbian Exposition in Chicago.
 John Merven Carrere originally proposed the idea for the Commission to the Fine Arts Federation in order to beautify New York City through public art and architecture.
 In 1898, Carrere encouraged city officials to include the creation of the Commission within the new constitution which consolidated the boroughs into one municipality.
 The original provision creating the Commission established that it would consist of ten members including the Mayor of New York City, the Presidents of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the New York Public Library, and the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences, a painter, a sculptor, an architect, and three laymen.
 It limited the powers of the Commission to solely regulating government commissioned pieces or artwork that was donated to the city.
 In 1901, the reformed City Charter included an additional clause that allowed the Commission to veto designs that would cost over one million dollars.
 In 1902, after Seth Low was elected as Mayor of New York City, the Commission’s authority expanded to include reviewing all designs for public works in the city.
 By 1913, the Commission’s responsibility included developing a list of structures that had historic and architectural significance as well as regulating the City’s fixtures and streets.
 

In 2008, via Executive Order No. 119, Mayor Michael Bloomberg officially changed the name of the Art Commission to the Public Design Commission of the City of New York to better reflect its mission.
 The original composition of the Commission remains intact except for the addition of a landscape architect as an eleventh commission member.
  The members serve pro bono and meet once every month. For the members of the Commission whose service is not related to their official capacity, the term of service is limited to three years.
 Projects are submitted to the Commission by City agencies and include the construction, renovation, or restoration of buildings; the creation or rehabilitation of parks, playgrounds, and plazas; installation of lighting and other streetscape elements; signage; and the installation and conservation of artwork and memorials.
 The Commission also maintains the City’s public art collection and an extensive archive which documents the history of New York City’s public works.

In April of 2016, Mayor Bill de Blasio appointed Justin Garrett Moore as the new Executive Director of the Public Design Commission.
 Prior to his appointment, Mr. Moore worked as a senior urban designer at the Department of City Planning.
 During his time with 
City Planning he worked on major projects such as the Coney Island Plan, the Brooklyn Cultural District, the Greenpoint and Williamsburg waterfront, and the Hunter’s Point South.
  Moore officially assumed his post as the executive director on April 18, 2016.

III. PROPOSED INT. NO. 1276-A

Proposed Int. No. 1276-A would require that the Art Commission submit a report to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council, not later than August 1, 2017, and no later than August 1 every year thereafter.
The bill would provide that the report include the total cost of all projects for the previous year. The bill would further provide that the report include the number of submissions made during the previous year, disaggregated by submissions carried over from the previous year; new works of art; removal or relocation of works of art; public structures; private structures extending over or upon city lands; and type of submission, including, but not limited to, the construction, renovation, or restoration of buildings, the creation or rehabilitation of parks, playgrounds, and plazas, the installation of lighting or other streetscape elements, signage, and the installation and conservation of artwork and memorials. 
Proposed Int. No. 1276-A would further require that the report include the number of submissions acted upon by the Art Commission during the previous year, disaggregated by the number of submissions approved, the number of submissions disapproved in whole, the number of submissions disapproved in part, and the amount of time taken to make a decision on a submission.
The bill would also require that the report include the number of submissions acted upon during the previous year, disaggregated by the relevant city agency, borough president’s office, or any other sponsoring entity.

Proposed Int. No. 1276-A would require that the report include the names of Art Commission members during the previous year and a summary of methods of procedure used in the previous year to determine the approval or disapproval of submissions. 

The bill would require information on the number of works of art cleaned, maintained, or repaired in the previous year pursuant to section 856 of Chapter 37 of the New York City Charter. 

Proposed Int. No. 1276-A would also provide that the Art Commission include in the report any other information it deems relevant.
Proposed Int. No. 1276-A

By Council Members Van Bramer and Richards

..title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the art commission to conduct an annual report

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 37 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 859 to read as follows: 

§ 859. Annual report. 1. Not later than August 1, 2017 and no later than August 1 every year thereafter, the commission shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report with the following data:

i. Total cost of all projects for the previous year;

ii. Number of submissions made during the previous year, disaggregated by the following:

(a) Submissions carried over from the previous year;

(b) New works of art;

(c) Removal or relocation of works of art;

(d) Public structures;

(e) Private structures extending over or upon city lands;

(f) Type of submission including, but not limited to, the construction, renovation, or restoration of buildings; the creation or rehabilitation of parks, playgrounds, and plazas; the installation of lighting or other streetscape elements; signage; and the installation and conservation of artwork and memorials.

iii. Number of submissions acted upon during the previous year, disaggregated by the following:

(a) Number of submissions approved;

(b) Number of submissions disapproved in whole;

(c) Number of submissions disapproved in part;

(d) Amount of time taken to make a decision on a submission;

iv. Number of submissions acted upon during the previous year, disaggregated by city agency, borough president’s office, or any other sponsoring entity.

v. Names of commission members during the previous year;

vi. Summary of methods of procedure used in the previous year to determine approval or disapproval of submissions;

vii. Number of works of art cleaned, maintained, or repaired in the previous year pursuant to section 856 of this chapter.

vii. Any other information the commission deems relevant.

§2. This local law takes effect immediately after it becomes law.
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� The CIG is comprised of 33 member institutions that exist in a public-private partnership with the city. The CIG includes art and natural history museums, historical societies, theaters, concert halls, performing art centers, botanical gardens and zoos. Member institutions operate as nonprofit organizations whose mandate is to provide cultural services to all New Yorkers. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/funding/institutions.shtml" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/dcla/html/funding/institutions.shtml�.


� About, NYC Public Design Commission, � HYPERLINK "http://www1.nyc.gov/site/designcommission/about/about.page" �http://www1.nyc.gov/site/designcommission/about/about.page�. 


� Art Commission of the City of New York, Design Trust for Public Space, � HYPERLINK "http://designtrust.org/people/partners/art-commission-city-new-york/" �http://designtrust.org/people/partners/art-commission-city-new-york/�. 


� New York City Art Commission, The New York Preservation Archive Project, � HYPERLINK "http://www.nypap.org/preservation-history/new-york-city-art-commission/" �http://www.nypap.org/preservation-history/new-york-city-art-commission/�. 
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� Supra note 1. 


� Supra note 3. 


� New York City Charter Chapter 37: Art Commission, NYC Public Design Commission, � HYPERLINK "http://www1.nyc.gov/site/designcommission/about/chapter-37.page" �http://www1.nyc.gov/site/designcommission/about/chapter-37.page�. 
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� Audrey Wachs, Justin Garrett Moore names executive director of New York City’s Public Design Commission, The Architects Newspaper (April 14, 2016) � HYPERLINK "http://archpaper.com/2016/04/justin-garrett-moore-named-executive-director-of-new-york-citys-public-design-commission/" �http://archpaper.com/2016/04/justin-garrett-moore-named-executive-director-of-new-york-citys-public-design-commission/�. 
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