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          1  COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

          2                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: I'd like

          3  to call this meeting of the Environmental Protection

          4  Committee to order. Chairman Gennaro is not

          5  available today, so I will be substituting.

          6                 We are today going to take a vote and

          7  hear no testimony on the amended car alarm bill.

          8                 So, first I'll call on our Chief

          9  Counsel, Donna DeCostanzo, to update us on what

         10  those amendments are.

         11                 MS. DeCOSTANZO: We're going to be

         12  voting on proposed Intro. No. 81-A today, and the

         13  changes from the original bill are as follows:

         14                 The term was changed from "audible

         15  motor vehicle alarm" to "audible burglar alarm" for

         16  a motor vehicle and is used throughout the

         17  legislation to be consistent with the term used with

         18  the Noise Control Code and in subdivision B of

         19  Section 24-221.

         20                 In addition, whereas Intro. No. 81

         21  banned the sale and installation of all after market

         22  audible car alarms, proposed Intro No. 81-A only

         23  bans the sale and installation of such alarms that

         24  are currently illegal in New York City, and

         25  specifically subdivision B of the bill states that
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          2  it shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer

          3  a display for sale, or cause any person to sell or

          4  offer or display for sale an audible burglar alarm

          5  for a motor vehicle that is not capable of

          6  automatically terminating its audible response

          7  within three minutes of its being activated, but

          8  it's capable of being activated by means other than

          9  direct physical contact with such motor vehicle or

         10  through the use of an individual remote activation

         11  device that is designed to be used with the audible

         12  burglar system of a particular vehicle, which alarm

         13  shall be capable of and shall terminate its audible

         14  response within three minutes of its being

         15  activated, or is set to automatically terminate its

         16  audible response more than three minutes after it's

         17  being activated.

         18                 In addition, it is unlawful for any

         19  person, other than the manufacturer to install or

         20  cause any person to install an audible burglar alarm

         21  for a motor vehicle that is not capable of

         22  automatically terminating its audible response

         23  within three minutes of its being activated, that is

         24  capable of being activated by means other than

         25  direct physical contact with such a motor vehicle,
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          2  or through the use of an individual remote

          3  activation device that is designed to be used with

          4  the audible burglar alarm system of a particular

          5  vehicle, which alarm shall be capable of and shall

          6  terminate its audible response within three minutes

          7  of its being activated, or after completion of

          8  installation is not set to automatically terminate

          9  its audible response within three minutes of its

         10  being activated.

         11                 Finally, paragraph three was added to

         12  that subdivision, which makes it unlawful for any

         13  person to sell, offer or display for sale or install

         14  or cause any other person to sell, offer or display

         15  for sale, or install any component that when added

         16  to an audible burglar alarm for a motor vehicle,

         17  would cause such alarm to not make the requirements

         18  of subdivision D of Section 24-221 of the

         19  Administrative Code of the City of New York.

         20                 In addition, the word "shall" was

         21  changed to "may" in subdivision C to make clear that

         22  the Police Commissioner is not required to call for

         23  records to include for more information than what is

         24  currently listed in the bill, or to call for records

         25  to be maintained for more than seven years.
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          2                 In addition, Subdivision D was

          3  deleted regarding records being kept by a dealer who

          4  sells the motor vehicle for which the manufacturer

          5  installed an alarm, since the bill no longer bans

          6  the sale and installation of all after market

          7  audible car alarms.

          8                 Also, the criminal sanctions were

          9  removed. It is no longer a misdemeanor if one

         10  violates this section. And proposed Intro. No. 81-A

         11  provides that any proceeding to recover a civil

         12  penalty pursuant to the legislation is commenced

         13  before the Administrative Tribunal of the Department

         14  of Consumer Affairs, rather than before the

         15  Environmental Control Board.

         16                 And, finally, proposed Intro. No.

         17  81-A provides that the legislation shall take effect

         18  six days after its enactment into law rather than

         19  immediately.

         20                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank

         21  you, Donna.

         22                 I'm a proud sponsor of this bill. I

         23  would have liked it to have been stronger, but I

         24  understand the art of compromise.

         25                 Let me now call on the primary
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          2  sponsor of this Bill, John Liu, to say a few words.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Thank you, Mr.

          4  Chairman. I know that we're just taking a vote on

          5  this today, but I wanted to briefly discuss this

          6  bill with my colleagues here today.

          7                 The reason why we need this

          8  legislation is because even though there is already

          9  a three-minute time limit on audible car alarms in

         10  New York City, the police simply cannot be on every

         11  single block in the City monitoring the car alarms

         12  that are going off for more than three minutes.

         13                 So, I think the only way to deal with

         14  this scourge in our City now is to go after the

         15  source.

         16                 That is why I am asking you to

         17  support this bill to prohibit the sale and

         18  installation of audible motor vehicle car alarms,

         19  that's to get the problem at its source.

         20                 The fact of the matter is, that these

         21  audible car alarms don't work. They don't work in

         22  achieving its purpose of deterring car thefts. If

         23  they deter anything, it's only people trying to get

         24  a good night's rest.

         25                 The fact of the matter is, when a car
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          2  alarm goes off in the City now-a-days, nobody picks

          3  up the phone and calls the cops to report it, nobody

          4  barely even looks out the window to see what's

          5  happening. If anything is happening, people are

          6  simply cursing at the owner of the car, because the

          7  alarm is going off and waking up the entire

          8  neighborhood.

          9                 And, so, we need to address the

         10  problem at the source. I urge you to pass this bill.

         11                 I also want to make note of the

         12  diligence of the New York Police Department in their

         13  efforts over the years to reduce crime in our City,

         14  and they certainly have done a yeoman's job of

         15  reducing the amount of car theft that occurs in our

         16  City, and they deserve a great deal of credit for

         17  that.

         18                 I don't believe that the audible car

         19  alarms deserve any credit. All the credit goes to

         20  the NYPD. And, so, once again, I ask you to pass

         21  this bill. Thank you.

         22                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Thank

         23  you, Council Member Liu.

         24                 Before we vote, Ms. DeCostanzo, can

         25  you explain those changes again? I'm kidding. I'm
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          2  kidding.

          3                 I'd like to call the vote now.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lopez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: Permission to

          6  explain my vote?

          7                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER LOPEZ: I am going to

          9  vote in the affirmative on this vote, but I want to

         10  make clear that I was concerned about the two-tier

         11  systems that are created in our City, and sometimes

         12  this Council, we don't realize what we're doing when

         13  we put people who have the means to buy higher style

         14  cars, who have access to protect their property,

         15  compared to people who do not have that kind of

         16  income and then cannot have access to protect their

         17  cars because the level of the cost of these two

         18  different alarms is so different to each other, then

         19  I think that this version and the changes that

         20  Council Member Jim Gennaro did are good, and conduct

         21  this bill to be a more fair one that include all New

         22  Yorkers, and not just New Yorkers with money.

         23                 Therefore, I vote aye on the bill.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Serrano.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SERRANO: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          5                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

          9  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         10  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         11                 Council Members, please sign the

         12  Committee report.

         13                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON VALLONE: We'll be

         14  holding the vote open. Council Member DeBlasio will

         15  be voting soon, and for any others who may be

         16  voting.

         17                 Thank you all.

         18                 (Hearing concluded at 4:30 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 28th day of June 2004.
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