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Res. No. 318:
By Council Members: 

Sanders, Jr., Addabbo, Jr., Gennaro, Gerson, Gioia, Comrie, Baez, Barron, Boyland, Brewer, Clarke, Davis, DeBlasio, Dilan, Felder, Jackson, Katz, Liu, Martinez, Monserrate, Nelson, Recchia, Reyna, Rivera, Sears, Serrano, Stewart, Vann, Quinn, Gallagher, Golden, Lanza, and Oddo; also Council Member Seabrook

Title:
Resolution calling upon the City of New York to invoke the spirit of the historic “Liberty Trees” by planting “Freedom Trees” in neighborhoods throughout the City to honor the memories of the men and women who died in the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center.

Comment:


During the 1760’s, American patriots used large and prominent trees as landmark meeting places where they gathered in support of national independence and individual freedom.  In time these trees came to be referred to as “Liberty Trees.”

On August 14, 1765, the City of Boston awoke to discover two effigies suspended from an elm tree in protest of the hated Stamp Act.  The tree, located at the corner of Essex and Orange Streets, stood as a silent witness to countless meetings and celebrations and became a rallying place for the Sons of Liberty.  In August 1775, during the evacuation of Boston, British soldiers cut the elm down because it bore the name “Liberty.”  

The Annapolis, MD Liberty Tree has a history as old as that of the Maryland colony. It was already a mature tree, green and flourishing, when Annapolis residents staged their own tea party and burned the vessel, Peggy Stewart. It was under the Liberty Tree's branches that the Sons of Liberty met to hear Samuel Chase and other patriot-orators. Annapolis residents also gathered there to determine whether or not people who had not joined the association of patriots should be driven out of the colony. 

Liberty Trees, such as the large elm tree in Boston, Massachusetts, and the 400 year old tulip poplar that stood until 1999 on the campus of St. John’s College in Annapolis, Maryland, became important patriotic symbols.  In addition, many new trees were planted (also designated as Liberty Trees), as well as “Liberty Poles” were erected throughout the thirteen colonies before and during the War of Independence.

Beginning in 1766, a group of pro-independence New Yorkers known as the Sons of Liberty erected a Liberty Pole outside the Soldiers’ Barracks on the Commons.  The pole was torn down by British troops but replaced by the Sons of Liberty soon after.  After the fourth Liberty Pole was destroyed in January of 1770, the Sons of Liberty wrote to the Common Council, requesting formal permission to place a Liberty Pole on the Commons so that “a monument of freedom” would appear in “the most publick place.” Their request was denied, and a New Yorker named Issac Sears – one of the leaders of the Sons of Liberty – purchased a small piece of land on the Commons to serve as the site for the new Liberty Pole.  This Liberty Pole stood 46 feet high and was topped by a twenty-two foot mast upon which the word “liberty” was spelled out on a gilt vane. 

The pole remained standing until the British occupied New York in 1776. But the Americans were very unhappy that their Liberty Pole had been cut down and an estimated 2,000 to3,000 patriots rallied at the Commons. On Aug. 11, 1766, the first blood of the fight for American liberty was spilled on the New York Common, in what is now City Hall Park.  In 1921, the Sons of the Revolution placed a replica of the Liberty Pole in City Hall Park, near its original location.  In 1999, a flagpole was placed in City Hall Park to recall the Liberty Poles raised by Patriots.

In recent months, a movement to plant symbolic trees throughout New York City, as living memorials to the victims of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center, has gained popularity. The leaders of this movement have referred to their concept as “Freedom Trees” and compared them to the planting of patriotic “Liberty Trees” and ‘Liberty Poles” 240 years ago. Res. No. 318 calls upon the City of New York to implement this project and maintains that Freedom Trees “would symbolize the solidarity of all New Yorkers against terrorism and for the causes of freedom and liberty”.  It also states that the planting of these trees “would neither serve as a substitute for, nor justify reducing the size of, or scope of, a memorial at the World Trade Center site….” The Resolution does not address such questions as how many trees would be planted, where they would be planted and how the project would be funded. 

Among those invited to testify are Adrian Benepe, Commissioner, New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), Erica Svendsen, Research Social Scientist, United States Forestry Service and Matt Arnn, New York City Metropolitan Coordinator, United States Forestry Service.

UPDATE

On October 16, 2002 the Committee on Parks and Recreation held a hearing on Res. No. 318.  Written and oral testimony was received from Deputy Commissioner Liam Kavanagh and Director of Forestry Fiona Watt of DPR, and Victoria Schneps, Publisher of the Queens Courier.  Dr. Laurence Simpson, President of the Sons of the Revolution of New York State provided written testimony as to the history of “Freedom Poles” in New York City.

The Committee passed Res. No. 318 by a vote of 8 in the affirmative, none in the negative with no abstentions.

� Information on the New York City Liberty Poles provided by the Sons of the Revolution of the State of New York, 54 Pearl Street, New York, NY 10004.





