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TITLE:
Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A. 518/S. 4860, to require dating violence education and dating violence policies in schools. 
INTRODUCTION
On Tuesday, November 18, 2014, the City Council’s Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Daniel Dromm, will consider Resolution No. 9, which calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A. 518/S. 4860, to require dating violence education and dating violence policies in schools.  

Background
According to the United States Department of Justice (DOJ), domestic violence is defined as “a pattern of abusive behavior in any relationship that is used by one partner to gain or maintain power and control over another intimate partner.”
  Domestic violence can be physical, emotional, sexual, economic, or psychological actions- or threats of actions- that negatively influence another person.
 This includes any behaviors that intimidate, manipulate, humiliate, terrorize, isolate, frighten, coerce, threaten, blame, hurt, injure, or wound someone.
  Other terms for domestic violence include intimate partner violence (IPV), battering, relationship abuse, spousal abuse, or family violence.  
Statistics indicate that women between the ages of 20 and 24 are at the greatest risk of being victims of domestic violence. However, IPV can take place within relationships of those much younger as well.  The New York City Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence (MOCDV) notes that in 2010, nearly 1,100 individuals between the ages of 17 and 21, and 54 youth under the age of 16, filed family offense petitions in New York State Family Courts as victims of violence in an “intimate relationship.”
 Additionally, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered and queer (LGBTQ) youth experience dating and domestic violence at similar rates as heterosexual couples.   

The United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reports that youth who are victims are more likely to experience symptoms of depression and anxiety as well as engage in unhealthy behaviors such as using drugs and alcohol.
   Healthy relationship education is an essential component to the full development of young adults. 

Resolution No. 9
Resolution No. 9 would note that dating violence means a pattern of behavior where one person uses threats of, or actually uses physical, sexual, verbal or emotional abuse to control his or her dating partner.  The Resolution would state that women ages 16 to 24 experience the highest per capita rates of intimate violence.  The Resolution would indicate that the New York City High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey reported that in 2011, 10.4% of all high school students in New York City claimed they were hit, slapped or physically hurt by a boyfriend or girlfriend in the past year. 

The Resolution would note that a report by the Institute for Women's Policy research recommends that schools incorporate discussions on physical and sexual violence in their programs.  Resolution No. 9 would state that since young people tend to communicate with their friends regarding instances of sexual and dating violence, it is suggested that all teens be equipped with information about service providers and agencies and organizations that can help.  The Resolution would point out that research suggests that during the preteen and teen years, young people learn the skills they need to form positive relationships with others and that these years are an ideal time to promote healthy relationships and prevent patterns of dating violence that can last into adulthood.

Resolution No. 9 would note that low self-esteem has been found to be a predictor for both intimate partner violence victimization and aggression.  The Resolution would state that S. 4860, sponsored by Senator Savino, and its companion bill A. 518, sponsored by Assemblymember Cusick, would require each school district to establish a specific policy to address incidents of dating violence, to provide preventative dating violence training to all school staff at the middle and high school levels, and to provide dating violence awareness training for parents.  The Resolution would note that to assist school districts, S. 4860 and A. 518 would require the State Department of Education to work in conjunction with the Office for the Prevention of Domestic Violence to develop a model dating policy.  

The Resolution would note that companion bills A. 518 and S. 4860 would also require each school district to incorporate respect and self-esteem education in the annual curriculum for students in grades kindergarten through six and dating violence education into the annual curriculum framework for students in grades seven through twelve.  Finally the Resoltuion would state that the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York State Legislature to pass and the Governor to sign A. 518 /S. 4860, to require dating violence education and dating violence policies in schools.

�The United States Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.justice.gov/ovw/domestic-violence" �http://www.justice.gov/ovw/domestic-violence�.  


� Id.


� Id.


� In 2008, New York State expanded the definition of “member of the same family or household” under the Family Court Act to include partners in intimate relationships who have no child in common and are not married. N.Y. Fam. Ct. Act § 812 (1)(e); New York City Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence, Teen Dating Violence Fact Sheet 2013, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/downloads/pdf/Statistics_Teen_Dating_Violence_Fact_Sheet_2013.pdf" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/ocdv/downloads/pdf/Statistics_Teen_Dating_Violence_Fact_Sheet_2013.pdf�.


� Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, Teen Dating Violence, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/teen_dating_violence.html" �http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/teen_dating_violence.html�.  .
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