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TITLE:
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the number of hours certain owners of individual taxicab medallions are required to personally drive their vehicles.
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends chapter 5 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York by adding a new section 19-504.1
INTRODUCTION


On March 1, 2012, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Proposed Int. No. 676-A.  This legislation would amend chapter 5 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (the Code) by adding a new section 19-504.1.  This bill would provide for exceptions to driving requirements that currently exist for certain taxi medallion owners.  This is the first hearing on this legislation.  Expected to testify are representatives of the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (TLC) as well as interested stakeholders and community leaders.  
BACKGROUND

The Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”) is the main regulatory body of the for-hire car industry in New York City. TLC licenses and regulates 13,237 medallion taxicabs, 38,662 for-hire vehicles, 2,460 paratransit vehicles, 389 commuter vans, and 108,987 drivers.


In November 2011, TLC changed its “driver must drive” rule. The “driver must drive” rule was originally adopted by the TLC in 1990, and required that independent medallion owners drive their own taxicabs.
 This rule was adopted because of a belief that the only way to ensure passenger safety and good service was to have the driver drive their own cab.
 However, this rule has also created a burden for people where the driver has passed away, become ill, or otherwise can no longer satisfy the requirements under this regulation.  Among other changes, the revised rule reduces the number of nine hour shifts the driver must drive from 220 to 180 per year, and allowed drivers who are 62 years of age or have been driving for 10 year to reduce their work requirements to 150 seven-hour shifts per year.
  


Proposed Int. No. 676-A further amends the “driver must drive” rule by removing minimum driving requirements for drivers in certain categories, including those: who are 62 years of age, individuals who are serving in the Armed Services of the United States, and individual who obtained the taxicab as a result of a spouse passing away. 

ANALYSIS

Section one of Proposed Int. No. 676-A would amend chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the Code by adding a new section 19-504.1.  New section 19-504.1 would provide that there be no minimum number of hours, days, or shifts, for which an owner of a single taxicab medallion would be required to personally operate that taxicab, where the owner of the taxicab medallion is over 62 years of age, is serving or has served in the United States military, including but not limited to the military reserves or a state national guard, during any period designated by the United States department of veterans affairs as a period of war; or who obtained the taxicab medallion as the result of  the death of a spouse who owned the taxicab medallion at the time of his or her death.
Section two of Proposed Int. No. 676-A would provide that the legislation take effect ninety days after it shall have been enacted into law, except that the taxi and limousine commission would be required to take all necessary action, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.
Proposed Int. No. 676-A

By Council Members Lappin, James, Koslowitz, Seabrook and Williams 

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the number of hours certain owners of individual taxicab medallions are required to personally drive their vehicles.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1.  Chapter 5 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-504.1 to read as follows:

§ 19-504.1.  Minimum requirements waived. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, there shall be no minimum number of hours, days, or shifts, for which an owner of a single taxicab medallion shall be required to personally operate said taxicab, where the owner of such taxicab medallion is:

a. An individual who has attained at least the age of 62 years;

b. An individual who is serving or has served in the United States military, including but not limited to the military reserves or a state national guard, during any period designated by the United States department of veterans affairs as a period of war; or

c. Any individual who obtained said taxicab medallion as the result of  the death of a spouse who owned said taxicab license at the time of his or her death.   

§2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after it shall have been enacted into law, except that the taxi and limousine commission shall take all necessary action, including the promulgation of rules, prior to such effective date.  
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