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TITLE:	Resolution calling upon the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act (H.R. 1843/S.937), which would facilitate the expedited review of COVID-19 hate crimes.



I. INTRODUCTION 

	On May 12, 2021 the Committee on Public Safety, chaired by Council Member Adrienne Adams, held a vote on Proposed Int. No. 2108-A, in relation to amending the penalty for damages to houses of religious worship, and Reso. No. 1619-2021, a resolution calling upon the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act (H.R. 1843/S.937), which would facilitate the expedited review of COVID-19 hate crimes. The Committee previously heard Int. No. 2108 on April 28, 2021. Both measures were voted out of committee by a vote of 10-0. 
II. BACKGROUND
New York City has seen a sharp increase in hate crimes during the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly in Asian communities, mirroring a nationwide increase. In March, the New York Police Department (“NYPD” or “the Department”) recorded over 50 hate crimes, including more than 30 anti-Asian hate crimes. Between January 1 and April 4 of this year, there were 80 hate crimes reported against Asian-Americans and Pacific Islanders (“AAPI”), and 180 hate crimes, total, between January 1 and May 2, marking a 73% increase from the same period last year, according to the NYPD Hate Crimes Task Force. 
Hate crimes targeting the Jewish community were the second-highest behind anti-AAPI incidents. In April, four synagogues in the Bronx were targeted and damaged with rocks. To help combat the rise in hate crimes, the Department assembled an Asian Hate Crimes Task Force in March, and an NYPD Hate Crime Review Panel in April.
III. RESO. NO. 1619-2021
The COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, (H.R. 1843/S.937), sponsored by U.S. Representative Grace Meng and Senator Mazie Hirono would enhance anti-hate crimes efforts at the federal level by: (1) designating an officer or employee of the Justice Department to facilitate expedited review of COVID-19 hate crimes reported to federal, state, and/or local law enforcement; (2) issue guidance for state and local law enforcement agencies to establish online reporting of hate crimes/incidents available in multiple languages, and expand culturally competent and linguistically appropriate public education campaigns, and collection of data and public reporting of hate crimes; and (3) issue guidance describing best practices to mitigate racially discriminatory language in describing the COVID-19 pandemic
IV. PROPOSED INT. NO. 2108-A
Int. No. 2108-A would amend the Administrative Code by raising the minimum fine for criminal defacement of religious houses of worship from $500 to $1,000. The other penalties currently proscribed would remain unchanged; the offense itself would remain a misdemeanor, the maximum fine would remain $2,500, and the maximum time of incarceration would remain one year. 
V. AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED INT. NO. 2108-A
After the committee’s initial hearing of Int. No. 2108, the date the bill becomes effective has been changed from taking effect immediately to taking effect 60 days after it becomes law. 


Proposed Int. No. 2108-A
 
By Council Members Cabrera, Chin, Yeger, Holden, Vallone, Gjonaj, Riley, Feliz, Salamanca and Louis

A LOCAL LAW
 
..Title
To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to increasing penalties for damaging houses of religious worship
..Body
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 
 
Section 1. Section 10-116 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 102 for the year 2005, is amended to read as follows:
§ 10-116. Damaging houses of religious worship or religious articles therein prohibited. Any person who [wilfully] willfully and without authority breaks, defaces or otherwise damages any house of religious worship or any portion thereof, or any appurtenances thereto, including religious figures or religious monuments, or any book, scroll, ark, furniture, ornaments, musical instrument, article of silver or plated ware, or any other chattel contained therein for use in connection with religious worship, or any person who knowingly aids, abets, conceals or in any way assists any such person shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment of not more than one year or by a fine of not more than [two thousand five hundred dollars] $2,500 nor less than [five hundred dollars] $1,000, or both. In addition, any person violating this section shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than [ten thousand dollars] $10,000 and not more than [twenty-five thousand dollars] $25,000. Such civil penalty shall be in addition to any criminal penalty or sanction that may be imposed, and such civil penalty shall not limit or preclude any cause of action available to any person or entity aggrieved by any of the acts prohibited by this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law. 
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Res. No. 1619

..Title
Resolution calling upon the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act (H.R. 1843/S.937), which would facilitate the expedited review of COVID-19 hate crimes.
..Body

By Council Members Koo, Chin, Cornegy, Levin, Salamanca, Rivera, Lander, Ayala, Van Bramer, Treyger, Brannan, Vallone, Adams, Powers, Brooks-Powers, Moya, Ampry-Samuel, Dromm, Reynoso, Menchaca, Maisel, Cumbo, Miller, Gjonaj, Holden, Yeger, Cabrera, Feliz, Louis, Koslowitz, D. Diaz, Levine, Gennaro, Rose and Ulrich

Whereas, The COVID-19 pandemic has seen a sharp increase in the number of reported hate crimes and bias incidents against Asian Americans in New York City and nationwide; and
Whereas, According to a recent New York Times article, activists and police officials believe many potential hate crimes and bias incidents against Asian Americans in New York City have gone underreported or were not classified as hate crimes; and
Whereas, This underreporting and lack of recognition is due to various reasons, including the way hate crimes and bias incidents are designated; and
Whereas, Even with the underreporting, New York City has seen 35 anti-Asian crimes reported so far this year—including a recent attack against a 65-year-old Filipino woman near Times Square—compared to 28 during all of 2020, which itself was a jump from just 3 in 2019, according to New York Police Department (“NYPD”) statistics; and
Whereas, The spike in crimes against Asian Americans in New York City mirrors a nationwide increase, with Stop AAPI Hate—an initiative that tracks violence and harassment against Asian-Americans and Pacific Islanders—recording more than 3,000 reported incidents in the United States since the start of the pandemic, with at least 260 placed in New York City; and
Whereas, While the NYPD has created an Anti-Asian Hate Crimes Task Force to address this increase in bias-based crimes, the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, (H.R. 1843/S.937), sponsored by U.S. Representative Grace Meng and Senator Mazie Hirono, respectively, would enhance such efforts at the federal level by: (1) designating an officer or employee of the Justice Department to facilitate expedited review of COVID-19 hate crimes reported to federal, state, and/or local law enforcement; (2) issue guidance for state and local law enforcement agencies to establish online reporting of hate crimes/incidents available in multiple languages, and expand culturally competent and linguistically appropriate public education campaigns, and collection of data and public reporting of hate crimes; and (3) issue guidance describing best practices to mitigate racially discriminatory language in describing the COVID-19 pandemic; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the United States Congress to pass, and the President to sign, the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, (H.R. 1843/S.937), which would facilitate the expedited review of COVID-19 hate crimes.
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