Proposed Int. No. 508-A
By Council Members Kallos, Reynoso, Richards, Dromm, Levine, Rosenthal, Levin, Lander, Rodriguez, Rose, Menchaca, Cabrera, Chin, Constantinides, Johnson, Koo, Lancman, Mendez, Miller, Ferreras-Copeland, Williams, Van Bramer and Espinal
..Title

A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to allowing online voter registration.
..Body
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Chapter 46 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 1057-f to read as follows:
§1057-f Online voter registration. a. The office of operations shall provide a secure website and mobile application that allows any eligible individual that is a resident of the city of New York to confidentially submit through such website the information collected on a voter registration application form pursuant to section 5-210 of the election law to the office of operations for the purposes of registering to vote or updating such individual’s voter registration. Such website or mobile application shall allow such individual to electronically provide a signature of a quality and likeness to a signature written with ink, as described in subdivision c of this section. The website shall also allow such individual to view the notices contained on or accompanying a printed voter registration application form. Upon receipt of such information and signature, the office of operations shall print such information onto a voter registration application form, electronically-affix such signature, and mail such printed application to the New York city board of elections, pursuant to section 5-210 of the election law. 
b. For any such individual attempting to register or update a registration through the website or mobile application pursuant to subdivision a of this section who submits information that will not be processed as valid for the next election, such website or mobile application shall notify such individual at the time of submission that the registration or update will not take effect for the next election. 
c. The website or mobile application provided pursuant to this section shall permit the submission of an individual’s signature through all of the following methods:

1. the uploading of an electronic file containing a copy of the individual’s handwritten signature; or

2.  the direct input of a signature through a touch interface, including but not limited to through the use of a stylus; or
3. the approval of the use of a signature previously provided by such individual pursuant to the program established under section 3-115; or

4. such other method as may be established by rule provided that it produces a signature of a quality and likeness to a signature written with ink.

d. The website or mobile application provided pursuant to this section shall also permit the submission of information or documentation required pursuant to subparagraph vii of paragraph k of subdivision 5 of section 5-210 of the election law, including the upload of an electronic file or files to be printed and mailed along with such application form.
e. The office of operations shall mail such application forms to the New York city board of elections within 14 days of receipt, provided that if a deadline for registration, pursuant to subdivision 3 of section 5-210 of the election law, falls within that 14 days then all such application forms received shall be mailed by such deadline.
§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 1057-a of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:
2. Participating agencies shall provide and distribute voter registration forms to all persons together with written applications for services, renewal or recertification for services and change of  address relating  to  such  services,  in the same language as such application, renewal, recertification or change of address  form where  practicable; provided however that this section shall not apply to services that must be provided  to  prevent  actual or potential danger to life, health or safety of any individual or of the public. Participating agency staff shall provide   assistance in completing these distributed voter registration forms, and in cases in which such an agency would provide assistance with its own form, such agency shall provide the same degree of assistance with regard to the voter registration form as is provided with regard to the completion of its own form, if so requested. Participating agencies shall also include a voter registration form with any agency communication sent through the United States mail for the purpose of supplying clients with application, renewal or recertification for services and change of address relating to such services materials. Participating agencies shall also incorporate an opportunity to request a voter registration application into any application for services, renewal or recertification for services and change of address relating to such services provided on computer terminals, the World Wide Web or the Internet. Any person indicating that they wish to be sent a voter registration form, via computer terminals, the World Wide Web or the Internet shall be provided with a link to the website and mobile application required pursuant to section 1057-f and, at the person’s discretion, sent such a form by the participating agency, or directed to a bank on that system where such a form may be downloaded. Each participating agency shall also maintain on its website at least one link to the website and mobile application required pursuant to 1057-f.
§ 3. This local law shall take effect one year after its enactment, provided, however, that the office of operations shall take such actions prior to such time as are necessary for timely implementation of this local law.
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