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INTRODUCTION

On May 24, 2010, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 235, a local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to certain information to be collected by taxicab equipment and that such information be shared with the taxi and limousine commission upon request.  Invitees include Commissioner David Yassky, New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission (“TLC”); and taxi industry and livery industry officials.

BACKGROUND

The TLC was created in 1971 to handle the licensing and regulating of New York City’s medallion taxicabs, for-hire vehicles, commuter vans, paratransit vehicles (ambulettes) and luxury limousines.
  According to the TLC’s website, the TLC oversees nearly 50,000 vehicles, 100,000 drivers, and more than 13,000 medallion taxicabs.  The TLC also inspects the medallion taxicabs for safety and emissions and holds hearings regarding violations of its rules and regulations.
  

On March 30, 2004, the TLC mandated the development of equipment, known as the Technology Passenger Enhancement Project (T-PEP), which would allow the automatic collection and submission of trip data, payment by credit card or debit card, and electronic message transmission capabilities (text messaging), while providing a passenger information monitor (PIM).
  All New York City medallion taxicabs were required to have these technology enhancements installed in their vehicles by October 1, 2007.
  The automatic trip collection feature replaced the older system where taxicab drivers would hand write the trip information and keep paper records.
  The T-PEP equipment uses the Global Positioning System (GPS) to gather the pickup and drop-off location of every fare.
 

On March 12, 2010, with the assistance of the T-PEP equipment, the TLC alleged that it had uncovered over 35,000 instances where taxi drivers charged passengers the out-of-town fare, also known as Rate Code 4, by changing the fare rate on the meter.
  In response to these allegations, the Transportation Committee held an oversight hearing on April 7, 2010, regarding the taxi overcharging.  During the hearing, TLC Commissioner David Yassky testified that because some of the vendors did not track certain data regarding the use of Rate Code 4, the TLC did not have all the information it needed for its investigation.  This bill would require all taxicabs to be outfitted with equipment that would record and store all fare data, and any other information required by the Commission. 

ANALYSIS

Section one of Int. No. 235 would amend subdivision a of section 19-508 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York (“the Code”) to require all taxicabs equipped with the T-PEP system, shall record and store all fare data, including the fare rate used for each fare and any other information required by the commission.  All data required to be recorded and stored by such equipment shall be made available to the commission within seven days after a written request for such information from the commission.  
  Subdivision a of section 19-508 of the Code would also require that drivers be provided, at no charge, information regarding fares, fare rates, pickup and drop-off, within seven days of a request and up to twelve times a calendar year.  Finally subdivision a of such section would also be amended to provide that any entity found to be in violation of the provisions of this subdivision would be liable for a fine of two hundred fifty dollars per day for each violation, until the violation is corrected.

Section two of Int. No. 235 would provide that this local law take effect ninety days after its enactment.

Technical Correction:

In bill section one of Int. No. 235, a technical correction was made to the second line of section 19-508 to add “the” to the words that are deleted so that the bracketed provision now reads “[meters, and the].”  Furthermore, capitalization of the word “The” was added to the end of the underlined text of the bill. 

Int. No. 235
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A LOCAL LAW

To amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to certain information to be collected by taxicab equipment and that such information be shared with the taxi and limousine commission upon request.
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 19-508 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:
      §19-508 Meters, radios and other equipment.  a.  All taxicabs shall be equipped with [meters, and the] equipment which shall record and store all fare data, including the fare rate used for each fare and any other information required by the commission.  All data required to be recorded and stored by such equipment shall be made available to the commission within seven days after a written request for such information from the commission.  Information regarding a licensed driver's fares, fare rates, pickup and drop-off information shall be provided at no charge to such driver within seven days of a written request, up to twelve times a calendar year.  Any entity found to have violated the provisions of this subdivision shall be liable for a fine of two hundred fifty dollars per day for each such violation until the violation is corrected.  The commission may permit or require other licensed vehicles to be equipped with the same or different types of meters. 
§ 2.  This local law shall take effect ninety days after its enactment. 
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