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          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Good afternoon.

          3  I'm Christine Quinn, the Chair of the Health

          4  Committee, and I'm joined by my colleagues, Council

          5  Member Al Vann of Brooklyn, Council Member Hiram

          6  Monserrate of Queens, and Council Member Kendall

          7  Stewart of Brooklyn, who will be with us in a

          8  second.

          9                 And today's hearing is a little bit

         10  of a potpourri or maybe given the season or the

         11  subject, it's better to talk of it as kind of

         12  leftovers. We're pulling everything together that's

         13  left to clean it up before the end of the year.

         14                 So, there's three items. Two which

         15  we'll have public hearings on, one which we'll have

         16  a vote on.

         17                 Let me start and say as soon as we

         18  get quorum, which is four, we will do the vote.

         19                 Let me start with, I want to actually

         20  hold on the item we're voting on. We're taking

         21  written testimony today, not verbal testimony, on

         22  Intro. 696, which is the Mobile Food Vendor Bill,

         23  which was introduced by myself and Council Member

         24  Simcha Felder, Council Member Domenic Recchia and

         25  others.
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          2                 Presently the law in this area states

          3  that the full term mobile food vendor permits are

          4  valid for a term of two years and may be renewed.

          5  But let me back up for a second. The basic point of

          6  this bill is there's a gentleman in Brooklyn whose

          7  family's sole source of income is an Italian Ice

          8  truck, and the gentleman had a heart attack. He was

          9  out of work for a period of time, therefore missed

         10  the set renewal time for his license. He was

         11  hospitalized, he couldn't go in, et cetera. This

         12  bill, and read the technicals, basically addresses

         13  this gentleman's and his family's need to have their

         14  food, Italian Ice truck license renewed. There's a

         15  set number of food vendor licenses out there, which

         16  is why he just can't go get another one.

         17                 So, in order to renew a permit, a

         18  licensed food vendor must submit their pushcart or

         19  vehicle for inspection within three months of

         20  receiving, again, their certification from DOH, that

         21  all their paperwork has been done.

         22                 In addition, the pushcart or vehicle

         23  passed inspection within six months of

         24  certification, since the gentleman was hospitalized,

         25  he actually couldn't do that.
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          2                 This bill takes care of his

          3  individual situation, and the bill temporarily

          4  suspends the time restrictions set forth in the law,

          5  with respect to the renewal applications and

          6  inspections and requires the Commissioner of the

          7  Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to reinstate

          8  a permit where, one, the applicant failed to present

          9  his or her pushcart or vehicle for inspection with

         10  the time allotted by law.

         11                 Two, the applicant's full-term permit

         12  expired on or after May 1st, 2004, but before

         13  November 1st, 2004, so we're just basically creating

         14  a window where this one gentleman falls in, and that

         15  we're not opening up a whole bigger flood gate.

         16                 The applicant presents his or her

         17  pushcart or vehicle inspection within 30 days of the

         18  effective date of this local law.

         19                 And fourth, the applicant submits

         20  proof that he or she suffered from a serious medical

         21  illness or was hospitalized during that time which

         22  he or she should have submitted his or her pushcart

         23  or vehicle for inspection, and the bill will expire

         24  on October 1st, 2006.

         25                 So, it's clearly just a bill written
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          2  to help a particular family in need. I think a fair

          3  item. The family is not able to testify today. We

          4  have a bunch of testimonies submitted for the

          5  record, if anyone would like to hear it, and our

          6  hope is to be able to pass this bill at the December

          7  21st Stated Meeting so we can take care of the needs

          8  of this family.

          9                 Second, we're going to be voting

         10  today, as soon as we have a quorum on the Child

         11  Fatality Review Advisory Team legislation, which

         12  we've held hearings on. And first, I want to thank

         13  Karel Amaranth, who is in the audience today from

         14  Montefiore.

         15                 Karel came to my office a number of

         16  years ago now, three years ago, presenting the

         17  reality of the problem that in New York City many

         18  children die, sadly and unfortunately, and we don't

         19  actually know what was the cause of their death,

         20  undetermined cause of death. In 2003, of the 1,300

         21  child deaths, 300 of such deaths were undetermined

         22  suspicious, due to injury or assaults or otherwise

         23  possibly preventable.

         24                 So, we began discussing this to try

         25  to figure out what we could be doing to reduce
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          2  preventable child death in this City.

          3                 What other cities have, Philadelphia,

          4  San Diego, some states, Alabama, is have Child

          5  Fatality Review Teams, where a diverse team of

          6  different experts review data on child death. Now,

          7  if a child dies in a hospital, you know, of cancer

          8  or something, that's obviously not the deaths we're

          9  looking at, but undetermined deaths, to analyze what

         10  happened so we can learn from these tragedies to try

         11  to prevent others, you know, to see what was the

         12  pattern? Was there information there about child

         13  abuse that should have been picked up by the system?

         14                 If that's a pattern, we need to go

         15  back and make changes in our child review prevention

         16  system. Is there something the emergency room

         17  doctors or nurses should have seen that they didn't

         18  see?

         19                 You know, other places it's resulted

         20  in repeal, recall of different products that

         21  children were using that were, you know, obviously

         22  unintentionally, they were getting tangled in the

         23  ropes or car seat that was not properly designed, so

         24  in other parts of the country it's led to actual

         25  recall of product. And I want to thank Karel and the
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          2  advocates in this area very, very much, for all of

          3  their work with us on this bill.

          4                 Also, I want to thank Ann Thomas of

          5  our staff very much and Jeremy Hoffman and Josh

          6  Aaronson and David Pristin for their work on this

          7  bill and also the Mayor's Office, and in particular

          8  Chris Manning in the Office of Legislative Affairs.

          9  Something like this, yes, you could pass it over a

         10  veto, but it's not really going to work because it's

         11  a team that has to be established, and has to be

         12  worked on collaboratively. And the Mayor's Office of

         13  Legislative Affairs, and in particular Jeremy and

         14  Ann worked really hard with Karel to come to a bill

         15  we could all live with, a team that is truly

         16  independent, because that's really important so we

         17  can begin to get what I believe will be life-saving

         18  information, and a team will consist, the

         19  Chairperson will be the designee, or perhaps

         20  himself, or the Commissioner of the Department of

         21  Health. The team will consist of the Commissioner of

         22  the Department of Health, Agency for Child Services,

         23  NYPD, and the Chief Medical Examiner or their

         24  designee; two mayoral appointees, one who has to be

         25  a pediatrician, one who has to be a child advocate;
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          2  two appointees from the City Council, one who has to

          3  be a pediatrician, one who has to be a child

          4  advocate; an appointee of the Public Advocate; the

          5  Chancellor of the Department of Education, or his or

          6  her designee; and the Commissioner of the State

          7  Office of Child and Family Services is required to

          8  be on this under a related State law.

          9                 So, the team will meet at least four

         10  times a year, and will submit an annual report about

         11  its findings and recommendations to the Council, the

         12  Mayor and the Public Advocate, and they'll be

         13  reviewing aggregate case data of child deaths under

         14  the age of 13 where the cause of death is

         15  suspicious, traumatic or unknown and where death is

         16  not part of a criminal investigation or case.

         17                 And the bill sunsets on January 30th,

         18  2012, and I believe by then we will renew the law

         19  and try to make this a permanent part of New York

         20  City government, because I think it will be a very

         21  helpful tool in preventing childhood death in our

         22  City.

         23                 So, as soon as we get quorum we will

         24  vote on this, and are very, very proud that we will

         25  be passing this bill in this City Council and seeing

                                                            10

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  it go into effect, and hopefully helping children

          3  throughout the five boroughs, and also being an

          4  example for other cities and states to move forward

          5  with these type of teams and Karel really has been

          6  the mother and shepard of this team and this bill on

          7  behalf of voiceless children in this City. So, I

          8  want to thank you very, very much. And Karel has

          9  more written testimony for the record.

         10                 The Sergeant will come and take it

         11  from you.

         12                 The last part of today's hearing is

         13  we're having a vote, we've having a hearing without

         14  written testimony and we're having a hearing with

         15  verbal testimony. It's just every option you could

         16  possibly have. But a follow-up hearing on a bill

         17  that's a follow-up to the Health Care Security Act.

         18                 Folks I think have heard on the

         19  Committee and others, that there were some concerns

         20  raised due to some communication glitches, really by

         21  no fault of anybody who is going to be testifying

         22  today or of the Committee or the Committee staff,

         23  there was some communication glitches in the Health

         24  Care Security Act that we passed a month or two ago.

         25                 As a follow-up to that, we needed to
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          2  pass the bill in the time frame we did. Well, the

          3  concerns got raised after the bill was passed, by no

          4  fault to anyone who raised them. We needed to

          5  override the veto or it would expire, so that's why

          6  we're here today passing changes.

          7                 The changes we're talking about

          8  today, we're not voting today, if they are adopted

          9  by the Council, which I hope and believe they will

         10  be, will go into effect on the same day as the

         11  original Health Care Security Act, so it will become

         12  one bill in essence.

         13                 We're going to hear today from folks

         14  from the National Supermarket Association, and also

         15  folks from Local 1500 and the United Food and

         16  Commercial Workers. We have legal experts in the

         17  audience, if we have any additional questions, and I

         18  want to thank the folks from NSA and the UFCW for

         19  their help on this bill. I've been joking but it's

         20  actually true, this bill is a great example of why

         21  you shouldn't have term limits, because now I could

         22  write like a whole bunch of supermarket bills. I

         23  knew not a lot about supermarkets, now we know a lot

         24  about supermarkets.

         25                 Basically, in the original version,
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          2  inadvertently some of the smaller independent

          3  supermarkets were captured in the bill, that was not

          4  our original intent. So the bill goes from 35

          5  workers to 50 workers, with some areas of exclusion

          6  of who isn't counted in that. If you're a contract

          7  employee, you're not included. If you're a seasonal

          8  worker, hired for the holiday season of November 1st

          9  to December 31st, you're not counted. If you're a

         10  family member, you're not counted.

         11                 In addition, the bill changes the

         12  square footage that triggers the law to go into

         13  effect from 10,000 to 12,500.

         14                 In addition, the bill clarifies the

         15  area in the bill that square footage triggers, if

         16  it's 12,500 square foot of active retail space and

         17  the bill, new version, clearly specifies what is and

         18  is not active food, active food retail space.

         19                 As we're waiting for quorum, I'm

         20  going to call up the witnesses on this bill, and

         21  we'll get a little more clarification about the

         22  changes in this.

         23                 I want to thank the staff for their

         24  work on this bill, and particularly Jeremy Hoffman

         25  and Laura Popa, who have really worked like crazy
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          2  with the NSA and UFCW and many others on this.

          3  They've really worked very hard. In fact, we were in

          4  a meeting and I said, well, why don't you go out to

          5  some supermarkets and measure the shelves, and Laura

          6  said, you're kidding? And I said, no, we're not. And

          7  they actually went around to the NSA and went and

          8  they really worked very hard to make sure this bill

          9  in its final, final form meets our goal of expanding

         10  health care to as many workers as we can in the food

         11  retail industry in this City, and also make sure

         12  that this bill protects people in the food retail

         13  industry who do not have the resources to

         14  participate because they are smaller independents.

         15  But also levels the playing field, and protects the

         16  many really horrific businesses in this City who do

         17  have the resources that have been and make sure that

         18  they are not damaged by those who wish to come into

         19  New York City, some who are already here in the

         20  gourmet supermarket area, and trying to make the

         21  playing field less level for those people who have

         22  been doing the right thing and providing insurance

         23  for many, many years.

         24                 So, we're going to call up our

         25  witnesses, and, again, as soon as we get a quorum,
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          2  we will vote on the other bill.

          3                 Our first witness is going to be Pat

          4  Purcell of UFCW, Local 1500, and then we're going to

          5  hear from folks from the National Supermarket

          6  Association and those will be our only witnesses

          7  today.

          8                 Just so folks know.

          9                 MR. PURCELL: Okay. After hearing the

         10  --

         11                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Just identify

         12  yourself.

         13                 MR. PURCELL: Oh, I'm sorry. Pat

         14  Purcell, United Food and Commercial Workers, Local

         15  1500. Thank you for the opportunity to speak here

         16  today.

         17                 Although after hearing your remarks,

         18  I get this feeling you read my speech before I

         19  actually got a chance. Let me just say good

         20  afternoon, obviously, Chairman Quinn, members of the

         21  Committee. As I said, my name is Pat Purcell, I'm

         22  Director of Organizing for the United Food and

         23  Commercial Workers, Local 1500.

         24                 Our union represents 22,000 members

         25  throughout Long Island, five boroughs of Westchester
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          2  and Dutchess County. Of those 22,000, approximately

          3  11,000 live and work in New York City.

          4                 We represent the employees of

          5  supermarkets such as Pathmark, D'Agostinos,

          6  Gristedes, Fairway, Stop and Shop, Key Food and Shop

          7  Rite.

          8                 On behalf of our members, I am here

          9  today in support of Intro. 758 A that will amend the

         10  New York City Health Care Security Act.

         11                 We support the bill for the following

         12  reasons:

         13                 - It was not the intention of the

         14  supporters of this bill to effect small businesses,

         15  which is the ones we've been discussing recently.

         16                 While we believe there needs to be

         17  substantial research and further discussion on what

         18  truly defines a "small business" in the grocery

         19  industry, we believe these changes reflect a

         20  reasonable compromise at this time.

         21                 The technical changes addressed also

         22  in this make this a better bill overall.

         23                 And the changes we believe will have

         24  a minimal impact on the number of overall workers

         25  that will be eventually be covered as compared to
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          2  the original bill.

          3                 As we said from the beginning, this

          4  is a historic bill, and we expect the Council will

          5  from time to time need to review it so as to

          6  maximize its impact on the uninsured retail workers

          7  in this City, yet not destroy the small business

          8  community that is the foundation of this City's

          9  economy.

         10                 However, I would like to be clear

         11  that our Union and our International will oppose any

         12  other amendments to this bill at this time.

         13                 With that in mind, I would also like

         14  to ask that in early 2006, this Committee consider

         15  taking some of the following action. To amend this

         16  bill to include large scale retail food delivery

         17  services, such as Fresh Direct and PeaPod.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: What was the last

         19  one?

         20                 MR. PURCELL: PeaPod. It's unionized,

         21  so...

         22                 Amend the bill to include the retail

         23  drugstore industry that now sells over 40 percent

         24  grocery and grocery-related items in their stores.

         25                 Also, to amend the bill to expand its
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          2  coverage to other industries such as construction

          3  and building services.

          4                 I would remind this Committee that

          5  contrary to popular opinion, and the editorial

          6  boards of major newspapers in this City, this bill

          7  was not designed with just Walmart and BJ's

          8  Wholesale Club in mind. It's intended to focus on

          9  the growing threat of not only big box stores, but

         10  more precisely the growing upscale gourmet food

         11  industry.

         12                 Employers like Whole Foods, Gourmet

         13  Garage, Garden of Eden and Citerella's, just to name

         14  a few, are charging high prices and dedicating a

         15  pitiful percentage of sales to workers paying

         16  benefits.

         17                 These are the real villains in this

         18  City, and their growth, combined with the unfair

         19  labor practices requires the attention of the

         20  Council.

         21                 Unionized companies like D'Agostinos,

         22  Gristedes and Key Food are at great risk. Over 90

         23  percent of the stores owned by these companies

         24  employ less than 50 workers in each store and are

         25  below the 12,500 square foot. Yet, they cover 86
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          2  percent of the workforce with employer paid health

          3  insurance and pensions. They also have the highest

          4  percentage of workers earning 40 hours of pay each

          5  week and overtime.

          6                 They provide a tremendous

          7  contribution to the economy of the City, and provide

          8  a lesser burden on the taxpayers when it comes to

          9  paying uninsured workers.

         10                 In closing, I want to commend this

         11  Committee and its chair and the Council members

         12  right here now in this room that have worked very

         13  hard to come up with a fair compromise. They did so

         14  with true dedication and spirit to work out what's

         15  best for the small businesses and for the workers.

         16                 I also want to applaud the efforts of

         17  legislative director for Council Member Quinn,

         18  Jeremy Hoffman, and Laura Popa, Deputy Director,

         19  Human Services, and all the staffers, for their

         20  patience and dedication to seeing that the best bill

         21  possible be produced. Your work does not go

         22  unnoticed and it is greatly appreciated by the

         23  City's retail food workers.

         24                 The outcry that was heard after the

         25  passage of the New York City Health Care Security
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          2  Act from some employers like Whole Foods and Gourmet

          3  Garage signals that your work has had an impact. It

          4  has had a positive impact on the lives of thousands

          5  of New York City retail workers.

          6                 While employers like Whole Foods can

          7  afford to hire people to come to you and speak about

          8  the effect this legislation may have on their

          9  profits, the uninsured retail food workers in this

         10  City cannot.

         11                 They count on you to be their voice.

         12  The next time we meet to discuss this bill, let's do

         13  so with the intent of moving forward in expanding

         14  this bill so we can help the thousands of uninsured

         15  workers that still need our help.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you. Just

         17  hang on one second, because we're going to vote in a

         18  second. Not on this.

         19                 Before we vote on the Child Fatality

         20  Review Teams, I think, Council Member Stewart, you

         21  have a question?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Yes, Madam

         23  Chair.

         24                 I want to know, you mentioned awhile

         25  ago that the Committee will not be allowed to review
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          2  the child death if the case is under investigation?

          3                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Correct.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: But what I

          5  would like to know is that after the investigation,

          6  or after the criminal investigation, whether they

          7  would be able to review?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Is that

         10  within the bill?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: All right.

         13  Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: It's usually

         15  because that evolved in the course of the bill, and

         16  that the final determination was made that we

         17  couldn't do it while they were active because it

         18  would be, and the advocacy commitment was very firm

         19  on this, and I think it was probably your belief as

         20  well, that it was very, very important to look at it

         21  afterward so we could analyze what happened. And,

         22  again, this is not a fingerpointing team, this is a

         23  how do we all do it better team. So, yes, it will

         24  be.

         25                 Hearing no other questions, we are
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          2  going to have the vote on -- what's the number?

          3  Intro. 480-A, the Child Fatality Review Team.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Quinn.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of five in

         15  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         16  abstentions, the item is adopted.

         17                 Council members, please sign the

         18  Committee report. Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you very

         20  much. I'm very excited about this, and it will move

         21  to be voted on next week in the full Council

         22  meeting, and I hope I made it clear, but we have

         23  received every indication from Mayor Bloomberg's

         24  Office that he will be signing this bill into law.

         25                 And I want to say we've been joined
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          2  by Council Member Helen Sears of Queens, a member of

          3  the Committee, Council Member Yvette Clarke from

          4  Brooklyn, a member of the Committee.

          5                 And, so, now we're going to go back

          6  to the Health Care Security Act follow-up.

          7                 I don't really have any questions. My

          8  colleagues might. Pat, I just want to thank you for

          9  your tremendous work on this bill --

         10                 MR. PURCELL: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: -- And on behalf

         12  of workers in the industry and others, and I also

         13  want to thank you for the tremendous resource you've

         14  been to the Health Committee.

         15                 MR. PURCELL: Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: It's a whole

         17  entire additional job Pat has beyond being at UFCW

         18  and I look forward to working with you on the areas

         19  you outlined and that I want to make very clear that

         20  the Committee and the Council is very clearly in

         21  support of what we have done here in the Health Care

         22  Security Act, as it relates, yes, to the bigger

         23  stores you mentioned, but to the other stores out

         24  there as well. You know, the Gourmet Garages, the

         25  Gardens of Edens, the ones we can't think of because
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          2  they're not here yet.

          3                 But, you know, may come, which I

          4  think are dangerous to all of the sectors of the

          5  industry, the ones you represent, the independent

          6  ones that we'll be hearing from next.

          7                 Council Member Stewart has a

          8  question, and then Council Member Sears has a

          9  question.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Pat, I have a

         11  simple question. Have you done a survey as to the

         12  amount of supermarkets that has a size of, let's

         13  say, in terms of employees, over 50 employees, as

         14  compared to those that are 30 to 50 or 30 to 49

         15  employees? Have you done that?

         16                 MR. PURCELL: I would say to you that

         17  I don't have any hard data on it. What I could say

         18  to you is with my knowledge of the industry that the

         19  targets of these bills, having dealt with the Garden

         20  of Eden, the Gourmet Garages and what have you, all

         21  have well in excess of 50 workers.

         22                 It's when we get down to more of your

         23  neighborhood stores that you're dealing more with

         24  less than 50 workers.

         25                 So, what I would be able to say to
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          2  you is that, with these changes the real threat in

          3  what I believe our target of this bill, remains

          4  unaffected. But I think it's a fair balance for some

          5  of the smaller neighborhood markets that fall under

          6  the 50. I don't have hard data, simply because -- I

          7  can give you all the data on the unionized markets,

          8  because I have that at my disposal. But it's very

          9  difficult to obtain the data on the other types of

         10  markets to be more specific regarding, you know, the

         11  exact square footage of each one of them, and the

         12  number of employees.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Well, I'm in

         14  a little quandary here, because I feel that how are

         15  we going to be able to make an effective bill if you

         16  don't know the issue as to how many of these large

         17  supermarkets that we are targeting, as compared to

         18  the supermarkets that are between let's say

         19  employees of 25 and 50, if the majority, if 90

         20  percent of the supermarkets are less than 25 or 50

         21  across the City, it means then the bulk of the

         22  people that we really wanted to help will be left

         23  out.

         24                 So, I want to get a figure. That's

         25  what I thought that as the union you would at least
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          2  give an idea as to -- because every day you go out

          3  there and you try to unionize these facilities, you

          4  should have an idea basically as to the sizes, in

          5  terms of the amount of people that work in these

          6  facilities, and then we could make a much more

          7  intelligent decision.

          8                 MR. PURCELL: As I understand and

          9  respect your concern. As I mentioned in my

         10  testimony, I can, again, because what we have access

         11  to, I would be happy to provide you with all the

         12  unionized supermarkets in our City, their square

         13  footage and their number of workers. I would be

         14  happy to provide that to the Council member. That I

         15  do have access to.

         16                 It's very difficult for me to get

         17  access, for example, to a chain that is completely

         18  non-union and, you know, what the square footage of

         19  each of those stores, it's not within my ability to

         20  get that. It would actually have to be the trade

         21  association that represents those workers to provide

         22  that information.

         23                 But I could get like Gristedes,

         24  D'Agostinos, Shop-Rite, Pathmark, Fairway,

         25  Associated.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Is this

          3  information available to Consumer Affairs?

          4                 MR. PURCELL: It's a good question. To

          5  be honest with you, it's a very good question. I

          6  would like to follow up on that.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: All right.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: As you said that,

          9  Helen Sears and I said to each other, doesn't DCA

         10  have this? So the staff will reach out to both DCA

         11  and DOH.

         12                 MR. PURCELL: And I appreciate that

         13  guidance. Thank you very much.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: All right.

         15  You're welcome.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Council Member

         17  Sears. Or did Council Member Stewart steal your

         18  question?

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: No, no. First

         20  it's a comment and to thank Pat and the Union for

         21  the effort that they put in to make this right.

         22                 MR. PURCELL: Thank you.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: I can

         24  understand Councilman Kendall's concern. It seems to

         25  me a little confusion as to who was licensing what,
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          2  particularly smaller ones. And I recall at one of

          3  these hearings that we should have a brochure,

          4  that's what I really basically wanted to ask you,

          5  because the City itself and the State have programs

          6  for those that basically are uninsured. And it would

          7  be helpful if when those renewals come up, that

          8  those agencies will be obligated to give everyone

          9  that's up for renewal exactly what existing programs

         10  there are, because when the employer doesn't

         11  provide, the City has to. So, in many ways the City

         12  assumes the obligation of an employer, and that's

         13  why I think that we need to do all that we can to

         14  see that that obligation that's fostered on the City

         15  is reduced more and more.

         16                 MR. PURCELL: I couldn't agree more

         17  that education to the workers about what is

         18  available to them should be a priority.

         19                 Because I think many programs,

         20  unfortunately, be it the various levels, whether

         21  it's federal, state or what have you, education and

         22  access to the benefits available to them is not

         23  often delivered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: That's right.

         25                 MR. PURCELL: So, I applaud that
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          2  suggestion and I think it's definitely something we

          3  should look up.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: So do I.

          5                 Thank you. Thank you. We should do

          6  that.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Any other

          8  questions? Thank you very much, Pat.

          9                 MR. PURCELL: Thank you. Thank you to

         10  the Committee.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: And next I'm going

         12  to call up Luis Salcedo from the National

         13  Supermarket Association.

         14                 MR. SALCEDO: Good afternoon.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Who is part of the

         16  Supermarket tour I told you about earlier.

         17                 Just identify yourself for the

         18  record, please.

         19                 MR. SALCEDO: My name is Luis Salcedo.

         20  I'm the Executive Director with the National

         21  Supermarket Association. We have some of our fellow

         22  members here. And also, it's nice to come to this

         23  type of testimony, after you get to deal with people

         24  like Laura, like Jeremy, like yourself, Chris -- she

         25  told me to call her Chris, not honorable Quinn, so I
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          2  take that freedom, and Hiram as well, we have gone

          3  back and forth. We understand at the beginning there

          4  was some miscommunication on who was representing

          5  who on this issue, but we're extremely appreciative

          6  of the fact that after the passage of the bill, we

          7  were allowed by Councilwoman Quinn and the staff to

          8  sit down and to get to understand a little more, as

          9  she stated before she might now get into the

         10  supermarket business. Specifically Laura and Jeremy

         11  worked diligently also non-stop until yesterday

         12  about 4:00 I think, to be able to accomplish what we

         13  have accomplished, and we thank you for that.

         14                 I also want to acknowledge Pat, who

         15  seems to be, and whose testimony is very

         16  understanding of our situation, because our

         17  situation is not about we want, it's about we can't.

         18  So, I want to acknowledge, we often sit in the City

         19  testifying on the same side, and today I want to

         20  acknowledge his work as well. And as it stands right

         21  now, although we do have some of our members that

         22  are not very happy about it, but we support Intro.

         23  758 at its present form.

         24                 And, again, I want to thank you,

         25  Laura, Jeremy, Quinn. Now Laura knows where to buy
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          2  inexpensive red pepper when she needs to. Thank you

          3  so much.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON QUINN: Thank you. And I

          5  just want to say for my colleagues, on the desk here

          6  today is a letter outlining the changes and also a

          7  chart outlining the changes which everybody has. So,

          8  if you have more technical, you know, information we

          9  can give it to you. And I want to thank you all, you

         10  know, for your time on this, again, thank Pat and

         11  everyone else for their time.

         12                 And I think in a host of different

         13  ways, the bill, you know, which hopefully after this

         14  is passed at the Stated Meeting, all collectively

         15  will be a better bill that's more focused, more

         16  targeted, legally tighter and will do a great

         17  service in helping thousands of New Yorkers who,

         18  frankly, in my opinion, should have health insurance

         19  from their employers get health insurance, and also

         20  in its final version, buttress and support a

         21  critically important industry in the City of New

         22  York, one that we need to keep alive and well in the

         23  shape that it has been in. And I think that it is a

         24  good thing for the City Council of the City of New

         25  York to send a message that companies who have the
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          2  resources should not be making greater, greater

          3  profits at the expense of workers health care. And

          4  the expense of taxpayers, who then will end up

          5  paying for the health care coverage of those

          6  individuals. And I look forward to going onward and

          7  upward with these types of initiatives.

          8                 And also I want to, just so my

          9  colleagues know, will probably be having another

         10  Stated Meeting on December 21st right before --

         11  another Health Committee meeting right before the

         12  Stated Meeting to vote on this, the Italian Ice

         13  bill, and I think that will probably be about it. I

         14  guess it will all be about food at the final

         15  meeting.

         16                 And just in closing, I want to thank

         17  the Brennan Center for their tremendous help

         18  throughout this whole process. You're all set. And

         19  thank Pat Brodhagen for her really invaluable

         20  support and help on this. It was all about the Pats

         21  in this bill. We drove both of them crazy, along

         22  with NSA, but they were really -- did a great job,

         23  and both of them I think demonstrated a tremendous

         24  commitment to their industry, a tremendous

         25  commitment to the people that they work for and with
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          2  and a tremendous commitment to the workers of the

          3  City and a belief in what can happen when government

          4  is well educated and well informed, and I want to

          5  thank them for that confidence in us as an

          6  institution, and for all of the time they put into

          7  this. And that said, these three various items and

          8  this hearing are adjourned.

          9                 (The following written testimony was

         10  read into the record.)

         11

         12

         13  Written Testimony Of:

         14  Karel R. Amaranth, MA

         15  Executive Director

         16  the Children's Hospital at Montefiore

         17

         18                 City Council Speaker Miller, Health

         19  Committee Chair Christine Quinn, Council Member Bill

         20  Di Blasio, Members of the City Council, colleagues

         21  and guests at this hearing:

         22                 During the past two years I have had

         23  the honor and privilege of working with so many of

         24  you on the process of developing the legislation you

         25  are voting on today. I have been very moved by your
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          2  dedication to this process and the learning we have

          3  all shared and exchanged on the importance of Child

          4  Death Review Teams. From our preliminary

          5  conversations to the training provided at City Hall

          6  by Teri Covington, Director of the National Maternal

          7  and Child Health Center for Child Death Review to

          8  the introduction of the legislation, the hearings

          9  last January and countless meetings and phone calls

         10  and emails to this day when you are about to vote on

         11  the legislation. The process has been lengthy and

         12  sometimes frustrating but we have gone on this

         13  journey together as a team and your commitment has

         14  been inspiring. Thank you.

         15                 And all this time the children of New

         16  York City have been waiting. Unbeknownst to them

         17  they have waited for this legislation and for the

         18  Child Death Review Team which will help to safeguard

         19  their lives. Our children deserve this; they deserve

         20  the commitment of a dedicated multi-disciplinary

         21  team to review child deaths and the commitment to

         22  assure that every possible preventive measure is put

         23  into place to keep them safe. They deserve what

         24  children in Michigan have; what the children in

         25  Arizona have; what the children in Missouri have;
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          2  what the children in Alabama have. When you leave

          3  this building today, look at the children you see

          4  walking on the sidewalks, playing in parks, shopping

          5  with their parents, learning in schools. Look at

          6  them and know that they have been waiting.

          7                 - In Michigan in the year 2000, the

          8  Child Death Review Team's analysis revealed that at

          9  least 40% of child deaths were preventable. They

         10  made recommendations including extensive education

         11  of mandated reporter, expanding home visits to at

         12  risk families, implementing a program to ensure

         13  early access to care for pregnant women.

         14                 - In 2004, the Connecticut Child

         15  Death Review Team identified a need for better

         16  mental health services for teenagers in school based

         17  on the review of the death a young girl who died of

         18  a drug overdose. Recommendations included the

         19  updating of school-based drug prevention programs

         20  which had become outdated and ineffective and

         21  linking school-based drug prevention with mental

         22  health services.

         23                 - In Arizona, a Child Death Review

         24  Team Research Study between the years 1995 and 1999,

         25  determined that many of the deaths of children could
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          2  have been prevented by such prevention strategies as

          3  pool fencing and child restraints in cars.

          4                 We must bring experts together to

          5  prevent child deaths in New York City. We have been

          6  grateful for the commendable work of the

          7  Administration for Children's Services' internal

          8  review of the deaths of children who have been known

          9  to the ACS system of services, and the work of the

         10  Fetal Infant Mortality Reviews based in the New York

         11  City Department of Health. With these models we need

         12  to move forward with a full Child Death Review Team

         13  to review each child death to assure that any

         14  measures to prevent a similar death can be

         15  prevented. We must bring all of the experts to the

         16  table so that any contributing factor to a child's

         17  death can be revealed and addressed.

         18                 Almost 1,300 children ages birth to

         19  19 die each year in New York City (based on

         20  statistics from 2000) More than one tenth of these

         21  children die of accidents, more than one tenth die

         22  from homicide and suicide. But please do not allow

         23  large number of these deaths, the breakdown into

         24  percentages, to obscure the tragedy of each

         25  individual death. One child died in a motor vehicle

                                                            36

          1  COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

          2  crash when the driver was drunk; one child died from

          3  burns because the bath water was too hot; one child

          4  died after being shaken during an incident of

          5  domestic violence; one child died from an overdose

          6  of methadone he took out of the refrigerator; one

          7  child died from being struck with a blunt object.

          8  These deaths and all of the other individual deaths

          9  add up to annual statistics, but each death is as

         10  unique and individual as the child who was lost to

         11  that death. And we the advocates and the experts owe

         12  it to each one of these children to fully examine

         13  and understand and grieve over the elements of this

         14  child's life, that resulted in their death. As Teri

         15  Covington has stated, "The death of a child is a

         16  community problem. The death of a child is too

         17  multi-dimensional for responsibility to belong in

         18  any one place. The death of a child is a sentinel

         19  event and can be a marker in a community of health

         20  and safety of children."

         21                 The proposed legislation will bring

         22  together the experts to help all of us gain that

         23  understanding and to honor each child who has died

         24  with the commitment that we will do everything

         25  possible to prevent another child from dying of
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          2  these same causes. This may seem arduous, this may

          3  seem risky, this may seem like an intrusion into our

          4  own professional worlds. But isn't the potential of

          5  saving the life of even one child worth that

          6  commitment.

          7                 Thank you for being champions of this

          8  legislation and for being champions for children.

          9                 Karel R. Amaranth, MA

         10  Executive Director.

         11                 (Hearing concluded at 2:00 p.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.
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