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          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I call the

          3  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections to

          4  order.

          5                 We have on the agenda today an

          6  appointment to the New York City Planning

          7  Commission.

          8                 Pursuant to Section 192 of Chapter 8

          9  of the New York City Charter, the City Planning

         10  Commission shall consist of the Chair and 12 other

         11  members. The Mayor appoints the Chair and six other

         12  members, the Public Advocate appoints one member and

         13  the five Borough Presidents each appoint one member.

         14                 All the members, except for the

         15  Chair, are subject to the advice and consent of the

         16  City Council, and no member shall hold any other

         17  City office.

         18                 Members other than the Chair are

         19  appointed for a five-year term, except that the

         20  initial appointments were for staggered terms. The

         21  salary of the Commissioners is 45,000, the Chair

         22  receives a salary of $150,000 and the Vice Chair,

         23  $51,900.

         24                 As stated in Section 192-D of Chapter

         25  8 of the New York City Charter, the City Planning
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          2  Commission shall be responsible for the conduct of

          3  planning relating to the orderly growth and

          4  improvement and future development of the City,

          5  including adequate and appropriate resources for

          6  housing, business, industry, transportation,

          7  distribution, recreation, comfort, convenience,

          8  health and welfare population.

          9                 Further, the Commission, in Section

         10  192-E, is given the duty of overseeing and

         11  implementation of laws that require environmental

         12  review of actions taken by the City.

         13                 The Commission is also mandated to

         14  file with the Mayor, the Council, the Public

         15  Advocate and the Borough President every four years,

         16  the zoning and planning report.

         17                 The nominee for appointment by the

         18  Borough President of Brooklyn is Marilyn G. Gelber,

         19  who will be serving as a member of the City Planning

         20  Commission for the remainder of a term which will

         21  expire June 30th, 2002.

         22                 Commissioner Gelber, welcome to the

         23  Rules Committee. You are not a stranger to City Hall

         24  or to this Committee.

         25                 Would you just give us a little
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          2  outline of your background and why you're seeking

          3  this position as a member of the City Planning

          4  Commission?

          5                 MS. GELBER: Good morning, Mr.

          6  Chairman, Council Members. First let me say how

          7  honored I am to be here this morning before the

          8  Committee to be considered to be a member of the New

          9  York City Planning Commission.

         10                 I was honored by the Borough

         11  President of Brooklyn to have been nominated to

         12  serve out the unexpired term of Commissioner

         13  Rigowski. So, it is with some bittersweet feelings

         14  that I come before you.

         15                 My early career in public service, I

         16  spent 28 years in public service, and 11 years of my

         17  earliest career in government was in the Department

         18  of City Planning, working principally on

         19  neighborhood planning and development issues,

         20  economic development, and finally as Director of

         21  Neighborhood Strategy Planning, doing plans for 33

         22  of the City's low and moderate income neighborhoods,

         23  following that, I served 10 years I believe with the

         24  Borough President of Brooklyn, ultimately as his

         25  Chief of Staff and Executive Assistant.
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          2                 Following that, I was appointed by

          3  Mayor Giuliani, Commissioner of the Department of

          4  Environmental Protection.

          5                 I currently serve as the Executive

          6  Director of the Independence Community Foundation, a

          7  foundation created by Independence Bank in 1998. We

          8  do community development investment in neighborhoods

          9  in New York City, Nassau County, and five counties

         10  in Northern New Jersey, with particular focus on

         11  Newark, Elizabeth and Jersey City.

         12                 From my early days at City Planning,

         13  I got the utmost respect for the importance of

         14  planning to the City's future growth and

         15  development, and I would be honored to serve out

         16  this term on behalf of the people of Brooklyn and on

         17  behalf of the City of New York.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: First, I'm very

         19  happy to see you're back in government, when you

         20  were serving as the Commissioner of DEP, I only had

         21  the best relations with you and your Department,

         22  they were very community minded, they were very

         23  elected official minded, and I thought you did a

         24  tremendous job and I'm sure you'll carry on in that

         25  style in the City Planning Commission.
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          2                 Council Member Berman.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON BERMAN: Thank you very

          4  much, Mr. Chairman.

          5                 Good morning, Ms. Gelber.

          6                 Let me say that I've known Marilyn

          7  Gelber for many, many years and I've had the

          8  pleasure working with her, both in her capacity in

          9  the Brooklyn Borough President's Office, and

         10  subsequently as a Commissioner of Environmental

         11  Protection. I think she's an extraordinarily

         12  talented person, a person who has brought great

         13  distinction to whatever position that she's held,

         14  and I would emphatically and most conscientiously

         15  support her candidacy and tell my colleagues that

         16  those of us who have followed her career, can reach

         17  this conclusion with a great deal of comfort.

         18                 Thank you.

         19                 MS. GELBER: Thank you, sir.

         20                 ACTING CHAIRPERSON SPIGNER: Council

         21  Member Michels.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes, thank

         23  you, Mr. Spigner.

         24                 I have a question.

         25                 MS. GELBER: About the watershed?
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: No, among

          3  other things, but as a member of the City Planning

          4  Commission, which we've had some experience, and the

          5  wonderful experience you've had all through -- I'm

          6  not aware of anyone, when they do the plannings, is

          7  very conscious of the ramifications, environmentally

          8  conscious, especially today we are talking about

          9  sustainable development, and what place do you

         10  think, when you bring your background and your

         11  experience, what role would your thinking with

         12  respect to the environmental issues, which are to

         13  the fore now, about clean air and the sources of

         14  energy and other things that so fascinate us today,

         15  which are really much greater than ever before I

         16  would think, especially what's going on in

         17  Washington, how would you -- what place would that

         18  pay in your judgment, as far as planning issues are

         19  concerned?

         20                 MS. GELBER: Well, Council Member, it

         21  is an extremely important issue because our zoning

         22  was written largely at a time before the

         23  environmental regulations that we live under today

         24  were in place. And I do think it's important that

         25  zoning and Land Use reflect more modern
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          2  environmental values and regulations.

          3                 What I would do as a member of the

          4  Planning Commission, frankly, is to try to work with

          5  my colleagues on the Commission to draw attention to

          6  the need for revisions in City Planning, at the

          7  zoning level, to really incorporate environmental

          8  values.

          9                 As you know, as a Commissioner, you

         10  don't run the Department, but you do review work

         11  that comes through the Department, and I would hope

         12  in reviewing that work, in voting on the work, to be

         13  able to urge that these very important environmental

         14  values be incorporated, because after all, when

         15  zoning was originally put in place, it was to

         16  protect light and air and public health and that is

         17  still the case. But we need to modernize, I believe,

         18  the regulations, to truly reflect new, a new

         19  environmental context.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I'm not aware

         21  of anybody who had similar credentials to yourself

         22  as the Commissioner of Environmental Protection, and

         23  since then you've been actively involved in

         24  environmental issues, extremely active, one of the

         25  most active people in the City of New York, as I
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          2  know.

          3                 So, I think perhaps you recognize

          4  that you have a special obligation as a member of

          5  the City Planning Commission to make recommendations

          6  not only to the staff, but perhaps even to gather

          7  recommendations to the City Council as to how we can

          8  more vigorously incorporate environmental issues in

          9  the rules and regulations of the City Planning

         10  Commission.

         11                 MS. GELBER: I'd be happy to work with

         12  you in whatever way you think is appropriate.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: What I'm

         14  saying to you is that I am aware, of course, as the

         15  Chair of the Environmental Committee of what we do,

         16  as far as the issues that we're involved in, and I'm

         17  not aware of the jurisdiction and the limits to the

         18  jurisdiction of the City Planning Commission. You

         19  would be aware of both and have the experience in

         20  both, but it would seem to me that we should look to

         21  you for some initiatives in doing the very thing you

         22  just said you would do, and that is, to bring up to

         23  date today the rules and regulations of the City

         24  Planning Commission, in making planning to

         25  incorporate the new thinking that's going on with
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          2  respect to the environment and quality of the

          3  building --

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member,

          5  may I interrupt just for one moment? Just one

          6  second.

          7                 The Speaker would like to vote

          8  because he has to go to another meeting.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Fine.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And you can

         11  continue right after his vote.

         12                 SPEAKER VALLONE: This is a very

         13  difficult vote for me, Marilyn, having worked with

         14  you for a number of years, knowing your ability as a

         15  previous commissioner and what you care about the

         16  City. Even though it's not the practice and

         17  procedure to make these kind of appointments that go

         18  into another administration, if I were lucky enough

         19  to be in that administration, you would be my

         20  appointment. So, I happily vote yes.

         21                 Please excuse me. I would say a lot

         22  more, but I have to get to another meeting on

         23  Council business right now. So, thank you very much.

         24                 MS. GELBER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

         25  I'm honored by your presence.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          3  Michels.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I think I

          5  will take delivery saying what I think the Speaker

          6  would have said as to your qualifications, and that

          7  I regard that we have of you, but to get back to

          8  what I was saying, do you recognize a special

          9  obligation on your part, because of your background,

         10  to really take the initiative? And I know you're the

         11  new member on board, but nevertheless, you come on

         12  board with such credentials and such background and

         13  experience that it would seem to me they should be

         14  looking up to you, as far as environmental issues,

         15  having worked with you on the rules and regulations

         16  of the watershed, so I know where you're coming from

         17  and what your thinking is, and how you operate, and

         18  I think you have a great deal of expertise on it,

         19  and I think the people should be looking to you to

         20  take the lead on environmental issues as far as City

         21  Planning is concerned, and I'm just wondering

         22  whether you're prepared to do that when you get

         23  there?

         24                 MS. GELBER: I am prepared to do that,

         25  to work in a collegial fashion over the next year
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          2  with the other members of the Planning Commission on

          3  these issues, because I agree with you, it is

          4  extremely important that zoning and Land Use and

          5  environment work more closely together in this City

          6  than they have up until this point. And I will use

          7  my presence on the Planning Commission to try to

          8  make that point.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: The last

         10  point I want to make is, there are so many different

         11  agencies and areas that the environmental is

         12  involved in, these agencies involved in, with

         13  respect to energy, with respect to all sorts, the

         14  Department of Sanitation and all other Departments

         15  that have to be coordinated in there, and with your

         16  background, I think it will be fascinating.

         17                 So, I thank you very much for

         18  permitting yourself to take this appointment and to

         19  be on the Board, and I hope in 2002 they are smart

         20  enough to reappoint you again, if so willing.

         21                 Thank you.

         22                 MS. GELBER: Thank you, Councilman.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I also would

         24  like to say that Mr. Rigowski will be sorely missed.

         25  He was a wonderful guy. It's a great loss.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, just on one

          3  housekeeping issue, we discussed with you that your

          4  house apparently is misclassified under the law, and

          5  you have indicated you are going to see that is

          6  straightened out with the Buildings Department?

          7                 MS. GELBER: Yes, I will.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: We have that

          9  commitment?

         10                 Okay, roll call.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I

         13  enthusiastically vote for Commissioner Gelber. I

         14  think she is one of the great assets in the City of

         15  New York. She knows the City, she knows government,

         16  she knows the officials, she knows the communities,

         17  and I think that serving this capacity we will all

         18  benefit by it, and I whole-heartedly vote yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Yes, Mr.

         21  Chairman, may I be briefly excused to explain my

         22  vote.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         24  Spigner.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I just want
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          2  to say that I'm reminded by Herb Berman how

          3  important City Planning is going to become to us

          4  Council members. In our current life, in the Land

          5  Use process the City Planning decisions usually come

          6  to us for the final vote of the Council, but we

          7  won't be here after January 1, so it's important

          8  that we have City Planning Commissioners who we know

          9  and respect and who we have had prior experience,

         10  positive experience with, good experiences, and it's

         11  in that light that I am pleased to cast a vote,

         12  affirmative vote, for my friend Marilyn Gelber.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         14  Foster.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Can I be

         19  temporarily excused to explain my vote?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         21  Michels.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Having known

         23  the candidate, and having worked with her and

         24  watched her over these years, I can't think since

         25  I've been on this Committee of any more qualified
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          2  person that we have nominated to the City Planning

          3  Commission, and I enthusiastically support her and

          4  vote aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Mr. Chairman,

          7  may I be excused to explain my vote?

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          9  Eisland.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Good morning,

         11  Marilyn.

         12                 It was no surprise to hear from you

         13  in your statement a few minutes ago that you believe

         14  that City Planning has to work closer with Land Use,

         15  zoning, et cetera, and I have no doubt that you will

         16  carry that through.

         17                 Brooklyn has had a good tradition of

         18  working with the Council in a cooperative way, but I

         19  certainly have had a wonderful tradition through

         20  several jobs of yours of working closely with you.

         21  You understand the City and you understand the big

         22  picture, and I can tell you, as somebody who likes

         23  to hike and do some things upstate, that they're

         24  still talking about you as far as your negotiations

         25  in the watershed agreement and in a favorable way,
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          2  and that was no easy trick, to put it mildly. But

          3  I'm delighted that you've agreed to serve and I take

          4  pleasure in voting for you.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of

          8  eight in the affirmative, none in the negative and

          9  no abstentions, the item is adopted.

         10                 Please sign the reports.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: That concludes

         12  the business of the Rules Committee.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 11:10 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 9th day of May 2001.

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24

                                   ---------------------

         25                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            19

          1

          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3

          4

          5

          6

          7

          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.

         14

         15

         16

         17

         18

         19

         20

         21

         22

         23

         24                 -----------------------

                              CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.

         25

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

