New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Int. No. 1470

Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Powers, Bottcher 

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to artist preferences in housing under the human rights law

Submitted by:
Council Member Keith Powers 

Justification:
New York City is home to one of the world’s largest communities of creative professionals. Artists, including people who work in music, theatre, dance, television and movies, visual arts, and beyond, have made significant contributions to the cultural and economic vibrancy of our city. 

Due to increased housing costs and economic hardship, artists are being displaced from New York City. Housing developments that cater to the needs of artists already exist in New York City, but the law is unclear about whether certain housing programs can give preference to working artists. This legislation will make it clear that housing programs authorized or implemented by the state or city agencies that give preference to artists do not violate the human rights law prohibition against discrimination on the basis of occupation. 
