New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 636-2024

Prime Sponsors:
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, Gale A. Brewer, Lincoln Restler, (by request of the Queens Borough President)

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to imposing civil penalties on contractors who perform work after the expiration of a permit.

Submitted by:
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams

Justification:
Building owners are subjected to fines when construction work is performed on their buildings after the expiration of a permit. This bill would shift liability for such fines, and for certain related inspection fees, from building owners to contracts who performed the unpermitted work. 

As licensed professionals, contractors should be held responsible for any work they do, especially if the work in question is in violation of the law. This bill would act as a deterrent to contractors working outside the scope of the law and provide relief to homeowners who may not always understand the regulations around permitting or are otherwise misled. 

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.
