New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation references below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number: LS 20892

Prime Sponsor: Council Member Yusef Salaam

Bill Title: A Local Law in relation to a study on the feasibility of achieving zero greenhouse gas emissions.
Submitted by: Council Member Yusef Salaam

Justification
New York City has established ambitious greenhouse gas reduction targets and continues to advance policies to reduce emissions across multiple sectors. As the City plans for deeper decarbonization, a comprehensive feasibility study is needed to determine whether achieving zero greenhouse gas emissions without offsets is technically, legally, and economically achievable, and to identify the conditions required to reach that goal.
Greenhouse gas emissions contribute to climate change and are closely linked to serious public health risks. Rising temperatures, worsening air quality, and more frequent extreme heat events are associated with increased rates of asthma exacerbations, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), cardiovascular disease, heat-related illness, and premature mortality. Vulnerable populations, including children, older adults, and communities already facing environmental burdens, experience these impacts most acutely. Understanding the pathways to eliminating emissions is therefore directly connected to protecting public health and reducing preventable illness.
This study will evaluate the costs associated with moving beyond existing statutory targets, assess infrastructure and technology requirements, and identify any changes in state or federal law that may be necessary. It will also examine structural barriers that could affect implementation and outline potential pathways to address them. By providing a coordinated, evidence-based assessment, this legislation will equip policymakers with the information necessary to guide long-term planning, capital investment, and intergovernmental coordination, while advancing the City’s responsibility to safeguard the health and well-being of its residents.

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation.


