New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0595-2026
Prime Sponsors:
Council Member Hudson, Louis, Ossé

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring that people in the custody and staff of the department of correction have access to gender-affirming items and medical devices.

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
According to the New York Civil Liberties Union, one in six transgender people report have been incarcerated at some point in their lifetime. Transgender, gender non-conforming, non-binary, and intersex (TGNCNBI) people are also more likely to experience harassment, degradation, and violence while incarcerated. As a population that is disproportionately represented in the population that is in the custody of the Department of Corrections, it is essential that incarcerated TGNCNBI individuals have access to the gender-affirming care they need.

This bill will require the Department of Corrections to provide access to gender-affirming items and medical devices to all individuals in its custody and on staff. These items include, but are not limited to, wigs, hair extensions, chest binders, tucking undergarments or gaffs, and prosthetics. Access to gender-affirming care is required to be consistent with other requests for accommodations due to medical need. This bill will ensure that incarcerated individuals are able to access the care necessary to affirm their self-determined gender identity.
