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June 22, 2000

INT. NO.  662:
By: Council Members Rivera and Linares (by request of the Bronx Borough President); also Council Members Eisland, O’Donovan and Robles

TITLE:
In relation to a street name, Avenida Carlos D. Ramirez, Borough of the Bronx.

INTENT:
This legislation would add, through the posting of an additional sign, the name “Avenida Carlos D. Ramirez” to that portion of East Fordham Road that is directly opposite to, and parallel to, the southern border of John F. Bryan Park located at the intersection of Fordham Road and East Kingsbridge Road.

COMMENT:



The following biographical outline was provided by el diario.




Carlos D. Ramirez was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico on August 19, 1946.  He was the first born son of Don Carlos and Dona Maria Ramirez.  A sister, Magdalena would follow completing the family.  The family migrated to New York City when Carlos was two years old, stopping first in Manhattan for a short time before moving on to Corona, Queens.  He attended grade schools in Queens before graduating from Monsignor McClancy Memorial High School in Elmhurst.  After military service and  marriage, Carlos held a full-time job to support his family while attending Baruch College at night. He graduated with a degree in accounting.




Carlos D. Ramirez began at el diario/LA PRENSA in 1981 as Comptroller.  He was hired by the Gannett Co. to oversee the transition when the newspaper chain purchased the Spanish-language daily from O. Roy Chalk. In 1984, he was named President & Publisher, a position he held until his death.




As publisher, he oversaw the day-to-day operations of the country’s oldest Spanish language paper, (founded in 1913), and he sought to bring the paper into a new century with state of the art technology, the use of strategic marketing techniques and serious journalistic standards. When he took over the paper, it was in debt and losing money but Señor Ramirez was able to turn it around by 1987.  Those early years were difficult but he was proud of the opportunity to provide Latino leadership for the paper for the first time in many decades.




Carlos Ramirez felt that this new leadership came not only from a genuine perspective but from a real interest in the well being of the community.  Although he had been born in Puerto Rico, Carlos grew up in  Corona, Queens among a diverse working class community.  He joked that for most of his early professional life he had been called “Chuck” by non-Hispanic colleagues and had raised his family out on Long Island.  He felt that in taking the helm of el diario he was paying tribute to his parents and his heritage and fulfilling a dream to give something back to his community.




In August of 1989 Ramirez formed a partnership called 
“El Diario Associates” with the objective of purchasing the paper from the Gannett chain.  This time, he achieved another dream, Latino ownership for the paper.  Years later he proudly told employees the story of how he raised the money for that purchase by borrowing money from his recently retired father who said to him “it’s your generation’s turn now”.




In February of 1995 El Diario Associates became part of a new company, Latin Communications Group, Inc. (LCG) which dedicated itself to purchasing Spanish language media throughout the country.  Since then, LCG has acquired over 18 radio stations in diverse markets from Orlando to San Jose.  Carlos served on the board of LCG and was also the president of the print division.




In addition to being publisher of el diario, Carlos also served on a number of boards including El Museo del Barrio, the Mayor’s Coalition on New Immigrants, the Governor’s Task Force on the Elderly, and on a special committee of the Partnership for a Drug Free America.




Carlos D. Ramirez died on July 11, 1999.  He was survived by his parents, Don Carlos and Dona Maria Ramirez, a son, David, a daughter, Christine, his sister, Magdalena, a grand-daughter, Angelica and his fiancee, Pamela Merlo-Balfour.  He was a lover of the sea and made City Island in the Bronx his home for his last ten years.  He was buried at the Pelham Cemetery on City Island.  Based on his many accomplishments and his many contributions to New York City’s Latino Community, it is fitting that the portion of Fordham Road that is directly opposite to, and parallel to, the southern border of John F. Bryan Park located at the intersection of Fordham Road and East Kingsbridge Road be renamed “Avenida Carlos D. Ramirez” in his honor.  The site is a well traveled crossroad at the center of a bustling commercial district that is frequented by a large Latino community as well as by representatives of other ethnic communities.

TECHNICAL CORRECTION:

This bill was intended to be introduced by request of the 

Bronx Borough President Fernando Ferrer.




This local law shall take effect immediately.  
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