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TITLE:	Resolution supporting the mission and growth of the Climate Museum.

1. INTRODUCTION

On December 18, 2025, the New York City Council Committee on Environmental Protection, Resiliency, and Waterfronts (the “Committee”), chaired by Council Member James F. Gennaro, held a hearing to vote on Int. No. 403-A, sponsored by Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, in relation to the inspection and cleanup of catch basins and reports on catch basin inspection, cleanup, and maintenance; and Res. No. 82-A, sponsored by Council Member Gennaro, supporting the mission and growth of the Climate Museum. The Committee first heard Int. No. 403 and Res. No. 82 on October 22, 2025. 

1. LEGISLATION
Int. No. 403-A
The New York City Department of Environmental Protection (“DEP”) maintains approximately 152,000 catch basins as part of its wastewater and stormwater sewer system.[footnoteRef:1] Catch basins, also known as storm drains, drain rainwater out of the streets and into the sewer system.[footnoteRef:2] When catch basin grates are clogged or blocked by debris, water can back up and cause street flooding.[footnoteRef:3]  [1:  “Adopt-a-Catch Basin,” NYC Dep’t of Environmental Protection, available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/whats-new/adopt-a-catch-basin.page (last accessed Dec. 15, 2025).]  [2:  Id.]  [3:  Id. ] 

In 2015, the Council passed Local Law 48, requiring DEP to report on catch basin inspection, cleanup, maintenance, and repair.[footnoteRef:4] Such reports were required on a semiannual basis from July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2019, after which the requirements of Local Law 48 of 2015 expired.[footnoteRef:5] With help from the information captured in the reporting required by Local Law 48 of 2015, DEP has developed a robust inspection, analysis, and cleaning program and is working to improve the level of sewer service citywide.[footnoteRef:6] As of 2024, DEP’s 10-year capital plan for sewer upgrades accounted for approximately $8.2 billion, with over 100 active sewer upgrade projects totaling $3.6 billion expected to be completed in the next five years.[footnoteRef:7] DEP plans to accelerate its truck main sewer cleaning program, prioritizing segments that are prone to clogging or backing up, and upgrading the 8,500 most problematic catch basins using new catch basin covers that improve drainage and prevent street flooding from catch basin blockage.[footnoteRef:8] [4:  Local Law 48 of 2015, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=1688033&GUID=46C4E2FE-0532-4B83-8841-FBC4012A4433.]  [5:  Id.]  [6:  State of the Sewers (2024), NYC Dep’t of Environmental Protection, at 8.]  [7:  NYC Stormwater Analysis (2024) at 26.]  [8:  Id. at 29.] 

Proposed Int. 403-A would require DEP to submit annual reports on the inspection, cleanup, and maintenance of catch basins in each community district. The first such report would be required no later than September 17, 2026. The bill would also require DEP to inspect catch basins in accordance with a multi-tiered inspection schedule and to evaluate such schedule at least once every 3 years. Finally, the bill would require DEP to resolve a catch basin clog within 8 business days of inspection or receipt of a complaint, whichever is earlier.
Res. No. 82-A
According to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (“NASA”), Earth’s climate is changing at a rate not seen in the past 10,000 years: the global temperature is increasing, oceans are warming, sea levels are rising, ice and snow levels are decreasing, and the frequency of extreme weather events is increasing.[footnoteRef:9] These effects extend to New York City, including changes in temperature, precipitation, sea level rise, and extreme weather events.[footnoteRef:10] In order to proactively address climate change, The Climate Museum purports that New Yorkers must be educated on the effects of climate change, the scientific link between human activities and climate change, and possible solutions to the crisis.[footnoteRef:11] [9:  See “Climate Change: Evidence,” NASA, available at https://science.nasa.gov/climate-change/evidence/ (last accessed Dec. 15, 2025).]  [10:  “Climate Impact Spotlight: New York City,” New York State Climate Impacts Assessment, available at https://nysclimateimpacts.org/explore-by-region/new-york-city/#section-8 (last accessed Dec. 15, 2025).]  [11:  “Vision,” The Climate Museum, available at https://www.climatemuseum.org/vision (last accessed Dec. 15, 2025).] 

Proposed Res. 82-A would support the mission and growth of the Climate Museum, a museum established in New York City in 2015 as the first museum of its kind in the U.S.[footnoteRef:12] The Climate Museum is dedicated to educating and engaging the public on climate issues and advancing just solutions to the climate crisis. [12:  Press Release: “The Climate Museum Secures Permanent Home for Climate Arts and Culture,” The Climate Museum, Dec. 19, 2024, available at  https://www.climatemuseum.org/press/permanenthome. ] 

UPDATE

	On December 18th, 2025 the Committee adopted Int. No. 403-A, and Res. No. 82-A, both by a vote of 7 in the affirmative, 0 in the negative, and 0 abstentions. 




Int. No. 403-A

By the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams) and Council Members Ariola, Gennaro, Schulman, Ung, Restler, Brewer, Hanif, Williams, Avilés, Louis, Cabán, Holden, Hudson and Farías

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the inspection and cleanup of catch basins and reports on catch basin inspection, cleanup, and maintenance
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
1

Section 1. Section 24-503 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding new subdivisions f, g, and h to read as follows:
f. The department of environmental protection shall inspect each catch basin under the jurisdiction of the commissioner of environmental protection in accordance with a multi-tiered inspection schedule based on the 10-year rainfall flood risk area map developed pursuant to section 24-809, any other stormwater flood maps maintained by such department, and performance history, including inspection data, maintenance records, and 311 complaints received, of such catch basins. The department of environmental protection shall evaluate such multi-tiered inspection schedule no less than once every 3 years.
g. The department of environmental protection shall resolve each clogged catch basin inspected pursuant to subdivision f of this section within 8 business days of the date on which such department received a complaint about such catch basin being clogged or the date on which such department identified, upon inspection, such catch basin as being clogged, whichever is earlier.
h. No later than September 17, 2026, and no later than every September 17 thereafter, the commissioner of environmental protection shall submit a report to the mayor, the speaker of the council, and the public advocate regarding the inspection, cleanup, and maintenance of catch basins, disaggregated by community district. Each such report shall include a description of the multi-tiered inspection schedule required pursuant to subdivision f of this section and an explanation of any changes made to such multi-tiered inspection schedule since the submission of the prior report. Each such report shall include a list of catch basins about which the department of environmental protection received a complaint of having been clogged or which such department identified, upon inspection, as being clogged, and did not resolve within the time period required by subdivision g of this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect on July 1, 2026.
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Proposed Res. No. 82-A
 
..Title
Resolution supporting the mission and growth of the Climate Museum
..Body
 
By Council Member Gennaro, Hanif, Nurse, Restler, Louis and Cabán
 
Whereas, According to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Earth’s climate is changing at a rate not seen in the past 10,000 years: the global temperature is increasing, oceans are warming, sea levels are rising, ice and snow levels are decreasing, and the frequency of extreme weather events is increasing; and
Whereas, The main cause of climate change is the increasing levels of greenhouse gases (GHG) in Earth’s atmosphere; and
Whereas, According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, human activities over the last 150 years have been the principal cause of the increase in GHGs in the atmosphere, and the primary source of GHG emissions in the U.S. is from the burning of fossil fuels; and
Whereas, The United Nation’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has stated that people living within cities now face higher risks of heat stress, reduced air quality because of wildfires, lack of water, food shortages, and other impacts caused by climate change, and that it expects the impacts of climate change to intensify with additional warming; and 
Whereas, According to the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, climate change is affecting the City of New York (City), with changes in temperature, precipitation, sea level rise, and extreme weather events, and the effects of climate change will be distributed unevenly across City neighborhoods as a result of land use, economic status, age, and exposure; and
	Whereas, The City has set a policy to reduce its GHG emissions and achieve carbon neutrality by the year 2050; and
	Whereas, Contending with the climate crisis at scale requires a transformation of public culture, including reducing consumption, increasing utilization of public transportation, and retrofitting buildings to be more energy efficient; and
	Whereas, In order to proactively address climate change, New Yorkers must be educated on the effects of climate change, the scientific link between human activities and climate change, and possible solutions to the crisis; and
	Whereas, The Climate Museum, which is dedicated to climate issues and solutions to the crisis, was established in the City in 2015 as the first museum of its kind in the U.S.; and 
	Whereas, The Climate Museum’s mission is to inspire action on the climate crisis with programming across the arts and sciences that deepens understanding, builds connections, and advances just solutions; and
	Whereas, The Climate Museum mobilizes the power of arts and cultural programming with the aim of accelerating a shift toward climate dialogue and action; and
	Whereas, According to the Climate Museum, the museum will position the City as a leader and launchpad for state-of-the-art climate programs that welcome local, national, and global communities; and
	Whereas, Since 2018, the Climate Museum has presented 13 exhibitions and more than 350 events; engaged more than 350 high school students in leadership, advocacy, and arts programs; and welcomed more than a hundred thousand visitors; and
Whereas, The Climate Museum’s dedication to addressing the climate crisis and its work towards educating New Yorkers on the effects and solutions to climate change will have a positive impact on the environment and the City of New York; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York supports the mission and growth of The Climate Museum.	
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