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          1  COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Good morning.

          3  Welcome to today's hearing of the City Council's

          4  Committee on Transportation.

          5                 My name is John Liu, and I have the

          6  privilege of chairing this Committee.

          7                 I want to thank all of my colleagues

          8  for being here and for bearing with us with this

          9  schedule on a Stated Meeting. I want to thank all

         10  the advocates and representatives of the

         11  Administration for their patience in us getting this

         12  hearing underway.

         13                 Today we're here to contemplate and

         14  vote on Intro. 339-A, a bill that I am proud to have

         15  introduced. Co-sponsored by Council Members James

         16  Gennaro, Oliver Koppell, Rosie Mendez, David Yassky,

         17  Gale Brewer, Lew Fidler, Jessica Lappin and Melissa

         18  Mark Viverito, Michael Nelson, James Vacca, and

         19  Larry Seabrook.

         20                 This bill deals with an issue that we

         21  have held numerous hearings about in the past months

         22  and hears. What Intro. 339-A will do is to greatly

         23  increase the number of clean air taxicabs out there,

         24  particularly vehicles that use hybrid electric, as

         25  well as compressed natural gas, choices of fuel. And
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          2  also to increase substantially the number of

          3  wheelchair accessible taxicabs in the City of New

          4  York.

          5                 I think that the issue of making our

          6  taxicabs wheelchair accessible is an issue that I

          7  and Council Member Koppell, as Chair of another

          8  Committee that is integrally involved in this --

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Disability

         10  rights.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Disability rights,

         12  thank you very much. It's a nickname for a Committee

         13  name that I admittedly have a little bit of

         14  difficulty remembering exactly what that name is.

         15  The issue here, of course, is giving all New

         16  Yorkers, even New Yorkers who use wheelchairs and

         17  scooters, the same ability to get around town as

         18  other people.

         19                 Now, this Intro. 339-A will result in

         20  an increase of 150 additional wheelchair accessible

         21  taxicabs over the course of the next several months.

         22  It will take some months before this is fully

         23  implemented. It will greatly increase the number of

         24  wheelchair accessible taxicabs out there, but, you

         25  know, I have always said this, we are still talking
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          2  about, even though with the greatly increased

          3  number, a very, very slim chance of actually hailing

          4  a taxicab that is wheelchair accessible. Even though

          5  we are going to increase it to a little more than

          6  200, it's still a little more than 200 out of about

          7  13,000 taxicabs out there.

          8                 And, so, while we are increasing the

          9  number, we are not necessarily increasing the

         10  chances significantly.

         11                 But I think more importantly, the

         12  fact is that we will increase the number to the

         13  extent that we have a statistically credible number

         14  of taxicabs out there, where we will then truly be

         15  able to gather the experience with regard to vehicle

         16  cost/durability, and impact on insurance premiums,

         17  and with this information, armed with this

         18  information, in the coming year or so we will then

         19  be able to consider broader mandates in terms of

         20  making the taxi fleet truly accessible to people who

         21  use wheelchairs and scooters.

         22                 I want to thank the Administration. I

         23  want to thank Mayor Bloomberg, on working with the

         24  Council in this Intro, and the cooperation going

         25  forth on this important issue, that is important not
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          2  only to people in the disability advocacy community

          3  and the environmental advocacy community, but issues

          4  to all New Yorkers, New Yorkers who would like to be

          5  able to use taxis and who also would like to have

          6  clean air to breathe.

          7                 At this point, I would turn the floor

          8  over to Council Member Koppell, who has been very

          9  instrumental in moving this piece of legislation

         10  forward.

         11                 Council Member Koppell. Chairman

         12  Koppell.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Thank you,

         14  Chairman Liu and members of the Committee, and the

         15  guests.

         16                 We're obviously a little bit

         17  disappointed this morning, because our original

         18  intention had been that half the taxicabs in the

         19  last sale, in the latest round of sale of

         20  medallions, that half of them would be accessible to

         21  the disabled and to wheelchairs.

         22                 The Mayor's Office was unwilling to

         23  agree to that. They did do one good thing, that is

         24  they require, as this bill does, that approximately

         25  250 of the 300 will be environmentally sound. And
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          2  that's a very important objective, too. I don't mean

          3  to minimize that, and that increase is the number of

          4  environmentally sound that is either gas-powered or

          5  hybrid vehicles that will be taxis in the new

          6  medallion sale. But the number of accessible

          7  vehicles will remain at 54.

          8                 However, because the Mayor's Office

          9  does recognize that the objective of getting more

         10  accessible cabs is a worthwhile one, they have

         11  agreed to support the issuance of permission to the

         12  City to sell another 150 medallions, all of which

         13  would be to vehicles accessible to the disabled.

         14  However, that requires action by Albany. But this

         15  bill does say that once that authorization has been

         16  achieved, those cabs would all be accessible.

         17                 So, we look forward, as the Chairman

         18  said, to not only 54 cabs being, or 54 medallions

         19  requiring accessible cabs being issued in the next

         20  sale, which is going to be in June, but also to 150

         21  more within perhaps the next nine to 12 months, and

         22  that is a step forward.

         23                 I also want to say that I'm

         24  introducing legislation which is currently being

         25  drafted, and the Speaker is committed to the
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          2  introduction of the legislation and the

          3  consideration of it, which will phase in accessible

          4  cabs over a period of years for all medallions. And

          5  I am committed to that as an objective.

          6                 I might say, as I've said in

          7  meetings, I've been in London for extraneous reasons

          8  twice in the last year, and all the cabs in London,

          9  all the taxicabs are accessible to wheelchairs, and

         10  other cities also have done more, I understand, than

         11  New York in making taxicabs accessible.

         12                 So, I'm looking forward to more

         13  progress in this area in the future, but I think

         14  today represents an important start and a commitment

         15  by the Council and by the Administration, frankly,

         16  to substantially increase accessible taxicabs in the

         17  City of New York.

         18                 Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you. I

         19  know you've been personally involved, and I want to

         20  thank the staff who has worked very hard on a whole

         21  series of ideas to try and gain an objective that's

         22  not as easy as it might seem to achieve, and I think

         23  that the work of the staff on this with the disabled

         24  community has been effective and really put this on

         25  the front burner, even more than it already was. And
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          2  I should also mention that the community, the

          3  advocates for the disabled, have been remarkably

          4  active and helpful and creative and understanding of

          5  the difficulties faced here. Thank you.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you very much,

          7  Council Member Koppell. Are there any other members

          8  who would like to make a comment? Anyone want to

          9  make a comment when you vote? That's fine too.

         10                 Okay, so we are going to proceed to

         11  vote. I just want to make a note that we have

         12  testimony submitted in writing for the record from

         13  Jean Ryan, Vice President for Public Affairs, of

         14  Disabled in Action of Disabled New York, and that

         15  will be submitted for the record.

         16                 It basically says that we are happy

         17  about more accessible cabs being put on the street,

         18  but they have reservations, possible opposition to

         19  having a hail system.

         20                 That is not the focus -- I'm sorry, a

         21  call-in system. And that's not   really the focus of

         22  this hearing, but we certainly will be holding

         23  hearings on that issue in the coming months.

         24                 I do personally want to thank Jean

         25  and Terry and Edith, and I'm going to get myself in
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          2  trouble now, I should not have gone down this road.

          3  Alexander. And everybody who has been a part of the

          4  Taxis For All Campaign. And John, there we go. I

          5  know I'm missing somebody. The Taxis For All

          6  Campaign, they have been utterly principled and yet

          7  relentless in the cause that they have been

          8  advocating for. And I want to encourage them not to

          9  stop, because we're not there yet, but I think this

         10  is a positive step forward.

         11                 I do also want to thank some of the

         12  people representing the industry. I think that they

         13  have also been honest and forthright in some of the

         14  information and dealings that they have had with

         15  myself, other members of the Committee, as well as

         16  the staff members.

         17                 I want to thank Speaker Christine

         18  Quinn, for making this issue a priority. This is not

         19  the end of it. This will continue to be a priority.

         20  And then, of course, I want to thank the

         21  Administration for working with the Council once

         22  again on this important issue.

         23                 At this point I'd like to ask the

         24  clerk to call the roll for Intro. 339-A.

         25                 Colleagues, we have a hearing on this
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          2  issue last week. Because of time constraints, I

          3  would ask you to submit your testimony for the

          4  record.

          5                 Okay, why don't we take a few

          6  comments from Jean Ryan then, and then a few

          7  comments from you, Arthur Goldstein. Would that be

          8  fair?

          9                 Do we have anybody else wishing to

         10  testify, because it would be really helpful.

         11                 Thank you. Jean, do you want to come

         12  up to the witness table?

         13                 MS. RYAN: Do I have time to read my

         14  whole testimony, or should I just say like five

         15  sentences.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Say your powerful

         17  five sentences.

         18                 MS. RYAN: Okay. We're happy that

         19  we're getting more accessible taxis that will be on

         20  the street, and we realize that we still won't be

         21  able to get a ride very often, but we're very

         22  against having a call-in system.

         23                 The yellow taxis are a hail system

         24  and they should remain that way for everyone. What

         25  we want is all the cabs to be accessible so that
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          2  everyone can use them and there won't be any special

          3  segregated system for us because they never work.

          4                 We want all the cabs to be eventually

          5  accessible over time, and everyone will be able to

          6  use those. Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you. But what

          8  about Intro. 339-A, Jean?

          9                 MS. RYAN: I said that we're very

         10  happy that we'll be getting more cabs.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you, Jean.

         12                 Arthur.

         13                 Powerful five sentences.

         14                 MR. GOLDSTEIN: Arthur Goldstein,

         15  representing the Taxicab Service Association.

         16                 We're in favor of more accessible

         17  vehicles. However, we'd like it done the right way.

         18  We're very concerned, since we have the group,

         19  credit unions have about $800 million on the streets

         20  in outstanding loans, that the answer not always be

         21  adding medallions. Adding 150 next time may be fine,

         22  we don't know. Years ago we did an economic study

         23  against the Mayor's office to spread out what they

         24  were going to do in one year over three years. We

         25  just don't know when the saturation point will be.
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          2                 We do think prearrangement is the way

          3  to go, with yellows, and obviously with the

          4  for-hires.

          5                 Basically anything else I'll submit

          6  in writing. Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Very powerful. Thank

          8  you.

          9                 At this time will the clerk please

         10  call the roll.

         11                 Colleagues, I recommend a yes vote on

         12  Intro. 339-A.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council Member Liu.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Mr. Chair,

         19  may I be briefly excused to explain my vote?

         20                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Please do.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: I just want

         22  to commend the staff and the Administration for

         23  working out an arrangement here.

         24                 And I think it was stated at the last

         25  hearing that, you know, to find an alternative fuel
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          2  cab or an accessible cab is like finding a needle in

          3  a haystack.

          4                 But I think today we're taking a step

          5  forward to make that needle a little larger. I know

          6  it's going to still be difficult, and we still have

          7  a long way to go, but, again, I think today is a

          8  step in the right direction. The needle in the

          9  haystack just got a little bit bigger. So, I commend

         10  you, the Committee staff and the Administration for

         11  working things out.

         12                 I vote aye.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you, Council

         14  Member Addabbo. I want to thank you for leading the

         15  previous hearing that we had on this topic. Thank

         16  you.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Mr. Chairman,

         19  I just want to commend you and your staff for the

         20  great work that you've done here in forging a

         21  compromise.

         22                 I think that compromises are never

         23  perfect, but you're pushing forth the agenda for

         24  more taxis to help those who are physically

         25  disabled. At the same time, you're improving our
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          2  environment, and I just want to say it's a pleasure

          3  to be on this Committee and serve under your

          4  leadership, and I vote aye on all.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Mr. Chairman,

         10  may I please be excused?

         11                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Please do.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Thank you.

         13                 I just wanted to commend you for your

         14  work. I wanted to say that I'm very proud to be a

         15  co-sponsor of this bill because I think it set out

         16  two very important goals. One, to protect and

         17  preserve our environment, and reduce our reliance on

         18  fuel. But also to make sure that there are taxis

         19  available for all, and I believe very strongly that

         20  disabled New Yorkers shouldn't have to call two

         21  weeks ahead to go to a movie or to have dinner with

         22  friends. And I think this is a good step in the

         23  right direction and I look forward to working with

         24  you and Council Member Koppell to make sure that

         25  this is just a first step. And I vote aye.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lanza.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER LANZA: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of nine in

          8  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

          9  abstentions, item is adopted. Council members please

         10  sign the Committee reports.

         11                 Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON LIU: Thank you very much.

         13                 Clerk, please keep the record open

         14  for other members that will be joining us shortly.

         15                 Thank you everybody for your

         16  advocacy, hard work and for being here with us

         17  today.

         18                 This meeting of the Transportation

         19  Committee is now adjourned.

         20                 (Whereupon, the following written

         21  testimony was read into the record.)

         22

         23

         24  Written Testimony Of:

         25  Jean Ryan, VP for Public Affairs
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          2  Disabled In Action of Metropolitan New York

          3

          4

          5  Testimony about Int. 339-A

          6                 While we are happy that more

          7  accessible cabs are going to be put on the street,

          8  we are very against having a call-in system.

          9                 Yellow taxis are a hail system and

         10  should e that way for everyone. We do not want to

         11  have a segregated, separate system. We would like

         12  all the yellow cabs and many of the livery cars to

         13  be wheelchair accessible. That way, we could say,

         14  "Taxi!" And actually have a chance of getting one.

         15                 Having to call a special number

         16  (whether it be 311 or another number) would only

         17  create a special, segregated system for people with

         18  disabilities. And, so far, anything that the TLC has

         19  tried to do for accessibility has been poorly

         20  thought out and even more poorly executed. Witness A

         21  Ride For All which was touted by the Bloomberg

         22  Administration and the TLC to be our path to getting

         23  a ride. Sure, if we call two weeks in advance, and

         24  sometimes they are canceling even advance rides!

         25  Witness the defunct (from the beginning) accessible
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          2  black car program called Symphony about 3 years ago,

          3  and the

          4  impossible-to-succeed-and-impossible-to-get-a-timely-ride

          5  car service regulation that bases can have a

          6  contract for an accessible car but the ride has to

          7  be equivalent service. No way is it! In several

          8  years, the TLC has done nothing to fix that rule or

          9  our poor service.

         10                 And now, the City is proposing yet

         11  another plan for our accessibility? We know what

         12  will work. We know what we want.

         13                 We want all the yellow taxis to be

         14  able to be used by everyone, people with and without

         15  disabilities. That is a system that would work for

         16  everyone and be easy to administer, no special

         17  costs, just buy the cars that we can get into and

         18  everyone can use the same car, the same system.

         19                 Jean Ryan, VP for Public Affairs

         20                 646 77th Street

         21                 Brooklyn, NY 11209

         22                 718-745-6705

         23                 Pansies@earthlink.net.

         24                 (Hearing concluded at 11:45 a.m.)

         25
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