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I. INTRODUCTION
On Wednesday, December 17, 2025, the Committee on Veterans, chaired by Council Member Robert Holden, held a vote on the following legislation:
· Introduction Number (Int. No.) 465-2024, sponsored by Council Member Inna Vernikov, to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of housing preservation and development to submit reports on veteran preference in Mitchell-Lama developments. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 465-2024 on February 19, 2025;
· Int. No. 684-2024, sponsored by Council Member Robert Holden, to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring each community board to establish a veterans committee. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 684-2024 on February 19, 2025;
· Int. No. 685-2024, sponsored by Council Member Robert Holden, to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to procurement opportunities for veteran owned business enterprises. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 685-2024 on February 19, 2025;
· Int. No. 686-2024, sponsored by Council Member Robert Holden, to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to supporting veteran vendors. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 686-2024 on December 18, 2024;
· Int. No. 687-2024, sponsored by Council Member Robert Holden, to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to waiving permit fees for mobile food unit commissaries that reserve space for veteran vendors. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 686-2024 on December 18, 2024;
· Int. No. 688-2024, sponsored by Council Member Robert Holden, to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to cure periods for certain violations by veterans service organizations. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 686-2024 on December 18, 2024;
· Int. No. 959-2024, sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing rental assistance to homeless veterans. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 686-2024 on December 18, 2024;
· Int. No. 1171-2025, sponsored by Council Member Robert Holden, in relation to requiring a study and recommendations on the feasibility of implementing a pilot program to provide reconsolidation of traumatic memories therapy for veterans. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 686-2024 on February 19, 2025;
· Resolution Number (Res. No.) 18-2024, sponsored by Council Member Vickie Paladino, calling on the New York City Department of Education to observe Veterans Day the Friday before November 11th if it falls on a Saturday and the Monday after the 11th if it falls on a Sunday. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 686-2024 on December 18, 2024;
· Res. No. 311-2024, sponsored by Council Member Robert Holden, calling on the New York State Assembly to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.2028-A/A.2965-A, to establish a property tax exemption for veterans with a 100 percent service-connected disability. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 686-2024 on December 18, 2024; and
· Res. No. 465-2024, sponsored by Council Member Joann Ariola, calling upon the New York City Housing Authority to include an admission preference for public housing in its next proposed agency plan for all veterans of the U.S. military. The Committee previously held a hearing on Int. No. 686-2024 on December 18, 2024.
At the hearings where the legislation was previously heard, the Committee heard testimony from New York City (NYC) Department of Veterans’ Services (DVS) administrators, advocates, and other interested stakeholders. 
On December 17, 2025, the Committee on Veterans passed all bills and resolutions by a vote of five in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and zero abstentions, with the exception of Int. No. 684-2024, which passed by a vote of four in the affirmative, zero in the negative, and one abstention.
II. BACKGROUND
Int. No. 465-2024
Many veterans face difficulty finding affordable housing in New York City.[footnoteRef:1] The Mitchell-Lama program is meant to offer moderate- and middle-income affordable rentals and co-op housing, and veterans are entitled to a preference on waiting lists, but lack of transparency and oversight has sometimes resulted in eligible veterans not actually receiving this preference as intended.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  New York City Department of Veterans’ Services, “Affordable Housing for Veterans,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/services/vet-affordable-housing.page (last visited Nov. 7, 2025).]  [2:  Legal Services NYC, “City locks housing doors on Veterans,” (Dec. 2, 2013), available at: https://www.legalservicesnyc.org/news/qcity-locks-housing-doors-on-veteransq/ (last visited Nov. 7, 2025).] 

Int. No. 684-2024
Community board members reflect the point of view of their neighborhoods and advise government officials on how to best serve their local community.[footnoteRef:3] Community boards do not often have standing committees focused on veterans issues.[footnoteRef:4]  [3:  New York City Department of Veterans’ Services, “Community Boards,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/community/community-boards.page (last visited Dec. 7, 2025)..]  [4:  See, e.g., Manhattan Community Board 7, “About Committees,” available at: https://www.mcb7.org/about-committees (last visited Dec. 7, 2025).] 






Int. No. 685-2024
Many veteran-owned businesses face barriers when trying to compete for government and city contracts, including challenges in identifying opportunities, self-identifying as veteran-owned, and accessing the technical support needed to participate in procurement processes.[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  New York City Department of Small Business Services, Mayor’s Office of Contract Services, & Mayor’s Office of Veterans’ Affairs, A Roadmap for Supporting Veteran-Owned Businesses (Oct. 2019), available at:
https://www.nyc.gov/assets/sbs/downloads/pdf/about/reports/veterans_report.pdf (last visited Dec. 7, 2025).] 

Int. No. 686-2024
Many veterans in New York City pursue self-employment and small business opportunities after military service, including highly regulated industries such as street vending.[footnoteRef:6] Advisory bodies related to street vending currently do not include direct permanent veteran representation.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  New York City Department of Veterans’ Services, “Employment,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/veterans/services/employment.page (last visited Dec. 7, 2025).]  [7:  Street Vendor Advisory Board, “Street Vending in NYC,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/assets/dca/downloads/pdf/partners/SVAB-Report-2022.pdf (last visited Dec. 7, 2025).] 

Int. No. 687-2024
Food cart or food truck operators in New York City, including veterans, face high startup and operating costs, including required commissary fees, which can be a major barrier to entering or staying in the street vending industry.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, “Mobile and Temporary Food Vendors,” available at: https://www.nyc.gov/site/doh/business/food-operators/mobile-and-temporary-food-vendors.page (last visited Dec. 7, 2025).] 

Int. No. 688-2024
Some veterans service organizations manage and maintain their own properties and lack bandwidth to mitigate maintenance issues when they surface.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Testimony before the NYC Council Committee on Veterans, Oversight - Connecting Veterans with Arts and Culture Opportunities, (2024), available at:
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?GUID=A73704AA-8F1B-42F6-A92D-E4B3CB4AF8C8&ID=6584151] 


Int. No. 959-2024
Rental assistance has been shown to be one of the most effective ways to help homeless veterans quickly move into stable housing, but gaps in eligibility and program availability mean many veterans still struggle to secure and maintain an apartment.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Legal Services NYC, “City locks housing doors on Veterans,” (Dec. 2, 2013), available at: https://www.legalservicesnyc.org/news/qcity-locks-housing-doors-on-veteransq/ (last visited Nov. 7, 2025).] 

Int. No. 1171-2025
Many military veterans experience traumatic events during service that can lead to mental health challenges such as post-traumatic stress disorder, which affects a significant portion of the veteran population and can cause symptoms like flashbacks, nightmares, anxiety, and emotional distress.[footnoteRef:11] Reconsolidation of Traumatic Memories Therapy is a treatment that may help people revisit a traumatic memory in a safe, guided way so it can be re-processed without causing overwhelming fear, panic, or distress.[footnoteRef:12] [11:  Daniel W. McNeil, Michael J. Kohnen, Sarah E. Katz, et al., “Housing Instability and Justice System Involvement Among U.S. Veterans,” Journal of Community Psychology, (2023), available at: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10571284/ (last visited Dec. 7, 2025).]  [12:  Id. ] 

Res. No. 18-2024
The NYC Department of Education (DOE) typically recognizes and closes schools for federal holidays, including Veterans Day; generally, a fixed date federal holiday that falls on a Saturday is observed on the preceding Friday, while a holiday falling on a Sunday is observed on the succeeding Monday.[footnoteRef:13] However, the DOE’s 2023-2024 School Year Calendar did not include a school closure date for Veterans Day, when it fell on Saturday in 2023.[footnoteRef:14] Some parents, teachers, and students expressed disappointment and anger that the public schools did not plan to commemorate the contributions of Veterans that year.[footnoteRef:15] [13:  Alina Adams, “Why NYC”s school calendar inspires such anger and defense,” Epicenter NYC (June 7, 2023), available at https://epicenter-nyc.com/why-nycs-school-calendar-inspires-such-anger-and-defense.]  [14:  Id.]  [15:  Id.] 

Res. No. 311-2024
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) rates disability on a scale of 0 to 100 percent, with higher percentages correlating to more severe conditions.[footnoteRef:16] Some states offer a complete property tax exemption on a former servicemember’s primary residence if that servicemember has a 100 percent VA disability rating, but New York State does not.[footnoteRef:17] While New York City offers specific property tax exemptions to Veterans, none recognizes the challenges of specifically service-disabled Veterans.[footnoteRef:18]   [16:  U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, “About disability ratings,” available at the VA website at https://www.va.gov/disability/about-disability-ratings/#:~:text=VA%20combined%20disability%20rating%20calculator,increments%2C%20between%200%20and%20100.]  [17:  Kimberly Lankford and Aaron Kassraie, “Guide to Property Tax Breaks for Veterans With Disabilities,” AARP, available at AARP website at https://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/veterans-with-disabilities-state-property-tax-breaks/?cmp=PDSIXCAUOQLM9&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=16540096034&gbraid=0AAAAAC1RszspmlRxf5uAJH1ACsxcTbcGA&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI47jhx6WnkQMV2jYIBR2v5i-IEAAYASAAEgLcmvD_BwE.]  [18:  NYC Department of Finance, “Veterans Exemptions,” available at the NYC Department of Finance website at https://www.nyc.gov/site/finance/property/landlords-veterans.page.] 

Res. No. 465-2024
The New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA) can establish admission preferences and specific priorities to address the needs of certain populations.[footnoteRef:19] The City Council has historically advocated for the inclusion of admission preferences for Veterans within NYCHA’s policies, such as expressly calling for a preference for Veterans with a military service-connected disability in the years 2004 and 2006; yet, NYCHA still does not have an admission preference for Veterans.[footnoteRef:20]  [19:  NYCHA, “Public Housing Priority Codes—Need Based Preference,” available at NYCHA website at https://www.nyc.gov/site/nycha/eligibility/public-housing-priority-codes.page.]  [20:  Res. No. 411-2004, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=441440&GUID=F93F22B1-7EE0-47E7-AA4B-108455B5DE02; Res. No. 4-2006, available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=450071&GUID=63FBC1A1-DEAE-41E5-953D-490B0EF03C83&Options=&Search=#:~:text=Res.,federal%20and%20state%20law;%20and.] 

III. BILL ANALYSIS
Int. No. 465-2024
The proposed bill would require an annual report from the department of housing preservation and development on the amount of veterans applying for housing in city-run Mitchell-Lama developments, the amount of veterans being selected for occupancy, and the documentary requirements and safeguards in place to ensure that applicants benefiting from a veteran preference are in fact veterans. 
Int. No. 684-2024
This bill would require each community board to establish a committee dedicated to the needs of veterans and their families within the community district and would require such committee meetings to be open to the public (except as otherwise provided by law). 
Int. No. 685-2024
This bill would require the Department of Small Business Services (SBS), with the City’s Chief Procurement Officer, to enable veteran-owned business enterprises to identify as such when registering to do business with the City. This bill would also require SBS, with the Department of Veterans’ Services, to create a Veteran Leadership Advisory Program to educate veteran owned business enterprises about City procurement opportunities and support such business enterprises during the procurement process. 
Int. No. 686-2024
This bill would amend the membership of the Street Vendor Advisory Board to include the Commissioner of Veterans’ Services or their designee, and to increase the number of Speaker-appointed members to 7, to include a representative of the veteran community. This bill would also require the Department of Veterans’ Services to post on its website information related to resources and support for veteran vendors. 
Int. No. 687-2024
This bill would waive the $200 annual permit fee for mobile food unit commissaries that reserve at least one space for a veteran vendor.
Int. No. 688-2024
This bill would create cure periods for certain violations issued by the Fire Department of the City of New York, the Department of Sanitation, the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, the Department of Transportation, the Department of Environmental Protection, and the Department of Buildings for veterans service organizations. Cure periods would be 120 days in length, with a possibility of extension. A veterans service organization that cures a violation within the cure period would avoid being required to pay a fine or civil penalty. No cure period would be authorized, however, for a violation that is an immediate threat to health or safety. This bill would also require the Department of Veterans’ Services to conduct a public information and outreach campaign regarding the new cure periods.
Int. No. 959-2024
This bill would establish a program administered by the Department of Veterans’ Services in coordination with the Department of Social Services to provide monthly rental assistance to homeless veterans, covering their monthly housing rent up to a maximum amount based on the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development’s fair market rent guidelines. Veterans would not be required to contribute from their income toward rent. To be eligible, a veteran would need to have a gross income not exceeding 200% of the federal poverty level, not be receiving another governmental housing subsidy, and be a New York City resident. The Commissioner of Veterans’ Services would have to periodically reassess eligibility and discontinue assistance if a veteran no longer meets the eligibility criteria or secures permanent housing that does not require rent payments. Finally, the Commissioner would have to conduct outreach to landlords and homeless veterans about this program.
Int. No. 1171-2025
This bill would require the Commissioner of Veterans’ Services, in consultation with the Commissioner of Health and Mental Hygiene, to conduct a one-year feasibility study on implementing a pilot program to provide Reconsolidation of Traumatic Memories therapy to Veterans residing in the city. The study would evaluate whether this therapy is recommended for Veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder or other psychological disorders, estimate how many Veterans could benefit from such a program, analyze the costs of implementation, evaluate potential funding sources or partnerships, and determine whether the pilot program should proceed based on the findings. Within six months after completing the study, the Commissioner would develop recommendations on the feasibility and advisability of implementing the pilot program, submit such recommendations to the Mayor and the Speaker, and post such recommendations on the department's website.
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Int. No. 465

By Council Members Vernikov, Holden, Louis, Narcisse, Zhuang, Ariola, Marmorato, Paladino and Morano

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to requiring the department of housing preservation and development to submit reports on veteran preference in Mitchell-Lama developments
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Section 26-2701 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law 218 for the year 2019, is amended to read as follows:
§ 26-2701. Definitions. 
As used in this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings:
Department. The term “department” means the department of housing preservation and development.
Mitchell-Lama development. The term “Mitchell-Lama development” means a housing development organized pursuant to article two of the private housing finance law and supervised by the department.
Veteran. The term “veteran” shall have the same meaning as set forth in section 85 of the civil service law.
Veteran preference. The term “veteran preference” means the preference in admission as set forth in section 31 of the private housing finance law.
Waiting list. The term “waiting list” means a list of applicants from which the managing agent of a Mitchell-Lama development is required to process potential tenants or shareholders as applicable for subsequent occupancies of such development.
§ 2. Chapter 27 of title 26 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 26-2703 to read as follows: 
§ 26-2703 Mitchell-Lama veteran preference report. By September 1, 2023 and by September 1 of each year thereafter, the department shall submit to the mayor, the speaker of the council and the public advocate, a report on veteran preference in Mitchell-Lama developments that have been digitized and are incorporated into the housing portal required by section 26-1802. Such report shall be disaggregated by each Mitchell-Lama development and include, but need not be limited to, the following:
1. The number of veterans or their surviving spouses that have applied for occupancy;
2. The number of veterans or their surviving spouses that were selected for occupancy;
3. For each such applicant, the type of documentary proof used to establish the applicant’s veteran status;
4. The systems or processes in place to ensure that applicants given a veteran preference are veterans; and 
4. The number of persons who applied for occupancy and claimed veteran status but did not provide satisfactory documentary proof of veteran status.
§ 3. This local law takes effect immediately.
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Int. No. 684

By Council Members Holden, Louis, Banks, Vernikov, Narcisse, Feliz, Paladino, Marmorato and Ariola

..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring each community board to establish a veterans committee
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Subdivision d of section 2800 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new subparagraph 23 to read as follows:
(23) Establish a committee dedicated to the needs of veterans and their families, with the meetings of such committee open to the public except as otherwise provided by law.
§2.  This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 685
 
By Council Members Holden, Gennaro, Louis, Restler, Banks, Narcisse, Feliz, Nurse, Schulman, Vernikov, Paladino, Marmorato and Ariola

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to procurement opportunities for veteran owned business enterprises
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 6-138 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 144 for the year 2013, is amended to read as follows:
§ 6-138 Participation by veteran owned business enterprises in city procurement. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Commissioner. The term “commissioner” means the commissioner of small business services.
Veteran owned business enterprise.  The term  “veteran owned business enterprise” means a business enterprise authorized to do business in this state, including sole proprietorships, partnerships and corporations, in which (i) at least 51 percent of the ownership interest is held by United States citizens or lawful permanent residents who are veterans, as defined in section 3101 of the charter; (ii) the ownership interest of such individuals is real, substantial and continuing; and (iii) such individuals have and exercise the authority to control independently the day to day business decisions of the enterprise.  Veteran owned business enterprise includes a business enterprise that is licensed by or located in the city of New York and that has been verified as a service-disabled veteran-owned small business or a veteran-owned small business pursuant to part 74 of title 38 of the code of federal regulations, or certified as a service-disabled veteran-owned business enterprise pursuant to subdivision 5 of section 369-i of the executive law.
b. Report. The commissioner [of the department of small business services], in consultation with the city chief procurement officer, shall analyze veteran owned business enterprises and opportunities for such business enterprises in city procurements and shall, by December 1, 2014, determine the need for a citywide program to promote opportunities in city procurement for veterans. At such time, the commissioner shall submit to the council a report on such analysis including the basis for such determination. If the commissioner determines that there is a need for such a citywide program, such report shall also contain recommendations concerning measures to enhance the opportunities of such businesses with respect to city procurement, which shall include but need not be limited to, outreach and notification of contract opportunities, certification of veteran owned business enterprises, recommendations regarding the establishment of participation goals, and tracking and reporting the utilization of such business enterprises.  The commissioner shall periodically review opportunities for veterans in city procurement and, if the commissioner determines necessary, prepare and submit an updated report to the council with recommendations for additional city procurement opportunities for veteran owned business enterprises. 
c. Registration as veteran owned business enterprise. The commissioner, in consultation with the city chief procurement officer, shall include a mechanism wherever businesses register to conduct business with the city, including on the city website and any other means of registration, for veteran owned business enterprises to identify as a veteran owned business enterprise.
d. Veteran leadership advisory program. The commissioner, in consultation with the department of veterans’ services, shall establish a veteran leadership advisory program to educate veteran owned business enterprises about federal, state and city procurement opportunities and to support veteran owned business enterprises when applying for such procurement opportunities. The veteran leadership advisory program shall be located within the department of small business services and shall coordinate and facilitate technical assistance and educational programs, including but not limited to procurement workshops and mentorship programs, to enhance participation in city procurement for veteran owned business enterprises.  
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 686
By Council Members Holden, Gennaro, Dinowitz, Hanks, Ung, Banks, Narcisse, Nurse, Paladino, Vernikov, Carr, Ariola and Marmorato

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to supporting veteran vendors
..Body
	
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Subdivision a of section 20-465.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by local law number 18 for the year 2021, is amended to read as follows:
a. There is hereby established a street vendor advisory board consisting of the commissioner of consumer and worker protection, the commissioner of health and mental hygiene, the commissioner of small business services, the commissioner of transportation, the commissioner of veterans’ services, and the police commissioner, or the designee of any such commissioner, [six] 7 members appointed by the speaker, [two] 2 of whom represent street vendors, [one] 1 of whom [represent] represents the small business community, [one] 1 of whom represents organizations representing workers at retail food stores, [one] 1 of whom represents property owners, 1 of whom represents the veteran community, and [one] 1 of whom who represents a community organization, and [four] 4 members appointed by the mayor, [two] 2 of whom represent street vendors and [two] 2 of whom represent the small business community.
§ 2. Title 31 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 31-113 to read as follows:
§ 31-113 Information and resources for veteran vendors. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the term “small business” means a business which is resident in the State of New York, independently owned and operated, not dominant in its field, and employs 100 or fewer persons.
b. The department shall post on its website information and resources related to supporting veterans who are general vendors, as defined in subdivision b of section 20-452, including, but not limited to:
1. A brief  history in relation to veteran general vendors;
2. An overview of relevant terms, including a description of applicable licenses and permits for veteran general vendors;
3. Information related to applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations;
4. Information related to completing the application process for any applicable licenses, permits, programs, support, and grants;
5. Information related to tax preparation resources, including but not limited to tax preparation assistance for small business owners; 
6. Links to city webpages that contain information related to assistance, resources, or relevant support for veteran general vendors; 
7. A copy of the most recent recommendation made by the street vendor advisory board, as required by subdivision b of section 20-465.2; and 
8. Information regarding opportunities for veteran general vendors to seek and obtain financial support.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 687

By Council Members Holden, Restler, Dinowitz, Banks, Hanks, Ung, Narcisse, Nurse, Vernikov, Carr, Paladino, Ariola, Marmorato and Morano

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to waiving permit fees for mobile food unit commissaries that reserve space for veteran vendors
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Subdivision c of section 17-307 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:
c. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a commissary, or place of food distribution, or a place wherein five or more pushcarts, or more than one vehicle are stored, without first obtaining a permit. The commissioner shall waive the fee for such permit for any commissary operator that reserves at least one space for the storage of a mobile food unit operated by a veteran, as defined in subdivision j of section 17-306.
§ 2. This law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 688

By Council Members Holden, Ariola, Dinowitz, Banks, Hanks, Ung, Narcisse, Carr, Vernikov, Paladino, Marmorato and Morano

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to cure periods for certain violations by veterans service organizations
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


1

2

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 15 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 15-147 to read as follows:
§ 15-147 Cure periods for certain department violations issued to veterans service organizations. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “veterans service organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 31-101.
b. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety.
c. After the cure period established by subdivision b of this section expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by subdivision b of this section. 
§ 2. Chapter 1 of title 16 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 16-144 to read as follows:
§ 16-144 Cure periods for certain department violations issued to veterans service organizations. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “veterans service organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 31-101.
b. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety.
c. After the cure period established by subdivision b of this section expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by subdivision b of this section.
§ 3. Chapter 1 of title 17 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 17-200.1 to read as follows:
§ 17-200.1 Cure periods for certain department violations issued to veterans service organizations. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “veterans service organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 31-101.
b. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety.
c. After the cure period established by subdivision b of this section expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by subdivision b of this section. 
§ 4. Subchapter 1 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-159.7 to read as follows:
§ 19-159.7 Cure periods for certain department violations issued to veterans service organizations. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the term “veterans service organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 31-101.
b. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety.
c. After the cure period established by subdivision b of this section expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by subdivision b of this section. 
§ 5. Title 24 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 11 to read as follows:
CHAPTER 11
CURE PERIODS FOR VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS
§ 24-1101 Definitions. As used in this chapter, the following terms have the following meanings:
Department. The term “department” means the department of environmental protection.
Veterans service organization. The term “veterans service organization” has the same meaning as set forth in section 31-101.
§ 24-1102 Cure periods for certain department violations issued to veterans service organizations. a. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety.
b. After the cure period established by subdivision a of this section expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by subdivision a of this section. 
§ 6. Section 28-202.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new exception 13 to read as follows:
13. Pursuant to this section and any rule promulgated thereunder, notwithstanding any other provision of law, a veterans service organization, as defined by section 31-103, has 120 days from the service of a notice of a department violation to cure such violation without incurring a fine or civil penalty. The department shall determine by rule which violations are curable pursuant to this section and the process for curing any such violation. The submission of proof of a cure, if accepted by the department, is deemed an admission of liability for all purposes. The department shall not apply such cure period to any violation that is an immediate threat to safety. After such cure period expires, the veterans service organization may request an extension of time from the department to cure the violation. The veterans service organization shall make such a request in a manner and form determined by the department by rule and shall include proof that such organization attempted to cure the violation within the initial cure period established by this exception. 
§ 7. Section 31-101 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new definition of “veterans service organization” in alphabetical order to read as follows:
Veterans service organization. The term “veterans service organization” means an association, corporation or other entity that qualifies under paragraphs (2), (4), (7), (8), (10), (19) or (23) of subsection (c) of section 501 of the internal revenue code as a tax-exempt organization that has been organized for the benefit of veterans; and that is (i) chartered by congress under part B of subtitle II of title 36 of the United States code, or (ii) recognized or approved by the secretary of the federal department of veterans affairs for purposes of preparation, presentation and prosecution of laws administered by such department under section 5902 of title 38 of the United States code and paragraphs (a) and (c) of section 628 of part 14 of title 38 of the code of federal regulations.
§ 8. Title 31 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 31-113 to read as follows:
§ 31-113 Outreach campaign pertaining to cure periods for certain violations. The department shall conduct a public information and outreach campaign to inform veterans service organizations about the cure periods available pursuant to sections 15-147, 16-144, 17-200.1, 19-159.7, 24-1102, and 28-202.1. The department shall also post information about such cure periods on its website.
§ 9. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law, except that the fire department, department of sanitation, department of health and mental hygiene, department of transportation, department of environmental protection, and department of buildings shall take such measures as are necessary for the implementation of this local law, including the promulgation of rules, before such date.
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Int. No. 959

By Council Members Ariola, Brooks-Powers, Gutiérrez, Banks, Narcisse, Holden, Williams, Schulman, Hanks, Zhuang, The Speaker (Council Member Adams), Nurse, Joseph, Hudson, Menin, Louis, Paladino, Marmorato, Vernikov, Carr and Morano

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to providing rental assistance to homeless veterans
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Title 31 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 31-117 to read as follows:
§ 31-117 Rental assistance for homeless veterans. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Homeless. The term “homeless” has the same meaning as set forth in section 91.5 of title 24 of the code of federal regulations regarding definitions applicable to federal regulations on consolidated submissions for community planning and development programs, or a successor provision.
Maximum rental allowance.  The term “maximum rental allowance” means the maximum rent toward which rental assistance may be applied.
Rental assistance. The term “rental assistance” means a city-initiated rental housing subsidy.
Veteran.  The term “veteran” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3101 of the charter.
b. Rental assistance program established. The commissioner, in coordination with the commissioner of social services, shall establish a program through which homeless veterans may apply to the commissioner for, and the commissioner shall provide subject to the requirements and conditions set forth in this section, monthly rental assistance. 
c. Amount of monthly rental assistance. 1. The commissioner shall ensure that the amount of the monthly rental assistance provided to a homeless veteran through the program established under this section is in an amount equal to such homeless veteran’s actual monthly housing rent, provided that such amount does not exceed the monthly maximum rental allowance as set forth in subdivision d of this section.
2. The commissioner shall not require a homeless veteran to contribute from such homeless veteran’s income toward such homeless veteran’s housing rent in order to receive such monthly rental assistance.
d. Maximum rental allowances. The commissioner shall set maximum rental allowances for the program established under this section in accordance with section 982.503 of title 24 of the code of federal regulations regarding voucher payment standard amounts, or a successor provision.
e. Eligibility. 1. To be eligible for rental assistance through the program established under this section, a homeless veteran must:
(a) Have a gross income that does not exceed 200 percent of the federal poverty level as established annually by the United States department of health and human services;
(b) Not currently be receiving a housing subsidy through another city, state of New York, or federal program; and 
(c) Be a city resident.
2. The commissioner shall not base eligibility for such rental assistance on a homeless veteran’s employment status or source of income. The commissioner shall not require a homeless veteran to have resided or reside in temporary emergency housing of any type in order to be eligible for such rental assistance.
f. Reassessment and disqualification. 1. The commissioner shall periodically reassess the eligibility of homeless veterans who receive rental assistance through the program established under this section. 
2. The commissioner shall discontinue such rental assistance under the following conditions:
(a) If the homeless veteran receiving such rental assistance no longer meets any of the eligibility criteria set forth in paragraph 1 of subdivision e of this section; or
(b) If the homeless veteran receiving such rental assistance secures permanent housing that does not require such homeless veteran to make housing rental payments.
g. Outreach. Within 15 days after the effective date of the local law that added this section and continuing thereafter, the commissioner, in consultation with the commissioner of social services, shall conduct outreach to landlords and homeless veterans in English and each of the designated citywide languages, as such term is defined in section 23-1101, concerning the program established under this section.
h. Rules. The commissioner shall promulgate rules necessary for the implementation of this section.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law. 
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Int. No. 1171

By Council Members Holden, Louis, Hanks, Brannan, Banks, Feliz, Nurse, Schulman, Narcisse, Vernikov, Paladino, Marmorato and Ariola

..Title
A Local Law in relation to requiring a study and recommendations on the feasibility of implementing a pilot program to provide reconsolidation of traumatic memories therapy for veterans
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Reconsolidation of traumatic memories therapy feasibility study and recommendations. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
City. The term “city” means the city of New York. 
Commissioner. The term “commissioner” means the commissioner of veterans’ services.
Department. The term “department” means the department of veterans’ services. 
Reconsolidation of traumatic memories therapy. The term “reconsolidation of traumatic memories therapy” means a therapeutic intervention designed to alleviate symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder and other psychological disorders through the intentional alteration of memory.
Veteran. The term “veteran” has the same meaning as set forth in section 3101 of the charter.
b. Feasibility study. Over a 1-year period beginning on the effective date of this local law, the commissioner shall, in consultation with the commissioner of health and mental hygiene, conduct a study to assess the feasibility of implementing a pilot program to provide reconsolidation of traumatic memories therapy for veterans residing in the city. At a minimum, such study shall include:
1. An evaluation of whether reconsolidation of traumatic memories therapy is a recommended form of therapy for veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder or other psychological disorders in the city; 
2. An estimate of the number of veterans in the city who could benefit from such a pilot program; 
3. An analysis of the cost of implementing such a pilot program, including, but not limited to, training, staffing, and operational expenses;
4. An evaluation of potential funding sources or partnerships that could be utilized to support such a pilot program; and
5. A determination of whether such a pilot program should move forward, and for what period of time, based on the findings of the study. 
c. Recommendations. 1. Based on the findings of the study conducted pursuant to subdivision b of this section, the commissioner shall, within 6 months after completing such study, develop recommendations regarding the feasibility and advisability of implementing a pilot program to provide reconsolidation of traumatic memories therapy for veterans residing in the city. At a minimum, such recommendations shall include the factors laid out in subdivision b of this section.
2. The commissioner shall submit such recommendations, along with a detailed report of the study findings, to the mayor and the speaker of the council and post them on the department’s website.
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Res. No. 18

Resolution calling on the New York City Department of Education to observe Veterans Day the Friday before November 11th if it falls on a Saturday and the Monday after the 11th if it falls on a Sunday.

By Council Members Paladino, Gutiérrez, Holden, Schulman, Ung, Feliz, Brooks-Powers, Hanks, Banks, Menin, Williams, Joseph, Ariola, Marmorato, Vernikov and Carr

Whereas, The United States (U.S.) owes its creation and continued existence to the brave members of the armed forces who have fought, and sometimes died, for this country; and
Whereas, In recognition of their service and sacrifices, U.S. leaders have designated various holidays to celebrate members of the armed forces, past and present; and
Whereas, These holidays include Memorial Day, which honors those who have died while in military service; Armed Forces Day, which honors those currently serving in the U.S. military; and Veterans Day, which honors the service of all U.S. veterans; and
Whereas, Veterans Day was originally called Armistice Day to commemorate the anniversary of the armistice that ended World War I, which was signed the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918; and
Whereas, Armistice Day was first celebrated on November 11, 1919 under the leadership of President Woodrow Wilson; and
Whereas, In 1938, November 11th was declared a legal federal holiday known as “Armistice Day” by act of Congress; and
Whereas, Armistice Day was renamed Veterans Day in 1954 by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, at the urging of major U.S. veterans organizations; and
Whereas, According to the U.S. Census Bureau, in 2022 there were 16.2 million veterans in the U.S.; and
Whereas, A 2021 New York State Department of Health survey estimated that approximately 969,000 veterans live in the state, with more than 282,000 of those residing in New York City (NYC); and
Whereas, The NYC Department of Education (DOE) typically recognizes and closes schools for all U.S. federal holidays, including Veterans Day; and
Whereas, However, DOE’s 2023-2024 School Year Calendar does not include a school closure date for Veterans Day, as November 11th falls on Saturday in 2023; and
Whereas, Generally, a fixed date federal holiday that falls on a Saturday or Sunday is usually observed on the closest weekday, so that a holiday falling on a Saturday is observed on the preceding Friday, while a holiday falling on a Sunday is observed on the succeeding Monday; and
Whereas, Some parents, teachers, and students have expressed disappointment and anger that NYC public schools will not commemorate the vital contributions of veterans this year by observing Veterans Day; and
Whereas, It is crucial for NYC schools to observe Veterans Day to honor the contributions of veterans and enable students to learn about and recognize the service and sacrifices of U.S. military veterans; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York City Department of Education to observe Veterans Day the Friday before November 11th if it falls on a Saturday and the Monday after the 11th if it falls on a Sunday.
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Res. No. 311

Resolution calling on the New York State Assembly to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.2028-A/A.2965-A, to establish a property tax exemption for veterans with a 100 percent service-connected disability.

By Council Members Holden, Menin, Dinowitz, Rivera, Hanks, Ung, Banks, Narcisse, Ariola, Marmorato, Vernikov, Carr and Paladino

Whereas, America’s veterans have made immense sacrifices for our country, which can result in service-connected disabilities that affect their ability to find employment, resulting in financial hardship; and
Whereas, Veterans with a service-connected disability encounter many obstacles to finding and maintaining a job, including a lack of understanding or knowledge on the part of employers with respect to disability-related supports and rights; and
Whereas, Many states grant former service members with a service-connected disability a property tax abatement to honor their contributions and ease their financial struggle, but the scale and scope of exemptions vary; and
Whereas, The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) rates disability on a scale of 0 to 100 percent, rounding off to the nearest 10 percent, with higher percentages correlating to more severe conditions; and
Whereas, Permanent and total disability means a veteran has a service-connected condition that the VA has determined will not improve; and
Whereas, Temporary 100 percent disability means a veteran has a condition that is fully disabling but not permanent; and
Whereas, Individual unemployability is a VA designation for veterans deemed unable to work due to a service-connected disability; and
Whereas, 18 states offer a complete property tax exemption on the former service member’s primary residence if they have a 100% disability rating, but New York State does not; and
Whereas, Currently, New York City (City) offers two types of property tax exemptions to veterans-the Alternative Veterans Exemption and the Eligible Funds Exemption; and
Whereas, The Alternative Veterans Exemption reduces the assessed value of the recipient’s property before taxes are assessed, if the veteran served during a qualified service period, with an additional reduction if they served in a combat zone; and
Whereas, The Eligible Funds Exemption reduces the assessed value of the recipient’s property before taxes are assessed and is available to veterans who purchase their homes using "eligible funds," including pensions, bonuses, insurance, and mustering-out pay; and
Whereas, While these exemptions acknowledge the contributions of our City’s veterans, there is more that the City must do to recognize the challenges of service-disabled veterans; and
Whereas, S.2028-A, sponsored by State Senator Joseph Addabbo, and A.2965-A, sponsored by State Assembly Member Stacey Pheffer-Amato, would create an exemption from all taxes imposed upon disabled veterans and their spouses, with a 100 percent service-connected disability; and
Whereas, This legislation has already passed the State Senate, however it awaits passage in the State Assembly before reaching the Governor’s desk for signature; and
Whereas, Policymakers at all levels of government play a role in easing this population’s financial strain and transition back to civilian life; and
Whereas, For their commendable service and tremendous sacrifice, veterans with a 100 percent service-connected disability are entitled to this benefit; now, therefore be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the New York State Assembly to pass, and the Governor to sign, S.2028-A/A.2965-A, to establish a property tax exemption for veterans with a 100 percent service-connected disability.
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Res. No. 465

Resolution calling upon the New York City Housing Authority to include an admission preference for public housing in its next proposed agency plan for all veterans of the U.S. military.

By Council Members Ariola, Brooks-Powers, Banks, Holden, Menin, Williams, Schulman, Hanks, Zhuang, The Speaker (Council Member Adams), Nurse, Joseph, Rivera, Narcisse, Brannan, Louis, Stevens, Carr, Paladino, Marmorato, Vernikov and Morano

Whereas, The veterans of the U.S. military have served the U.S. and deserve support upon their return to civilian life; and
Whereas, According to a report published in 2023 by the Office of the New York State Comptroller citing data compiled by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), as of 2022 there were approximately 500 homeless veterans in New York City alone, highlighting the need for supportive housing measures in New York City for veterans; and
Whereas, The New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA), a public development corporation responsible for providing public housing in New York City, is home to 1 in 17 New Yorkers, providing affordable housing to 528,105 residents across New York City’s five boroughs; and
Whereas, Pursuant to section 156 of the Public Housing Law of New York State and federal regulations outlined in section 960.206 of title 24 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations, NYCHA has the capability to establish admission preferences and specific priorities to address the needs of certain populations; and
Whereas, Populations currently receiving specific priority in NYCHA public housing admissions include victims of domestic violence, working families, and intimidated witnesses, among others; and
Whereas, Such preferences and priorities are determined based on local housing needs through a process mandated by section 1437c-1 of title 42 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations, involving inclusion of such preferences and priorities in NYCHA’s annual plan that is subject to a period of public comment, consultation between NYCHA and its resident advisory board, and submission to and approval by HUD; and
Whereas, Veterans do not receive admission preference or specific priority in public housing under NYCHA, a point evidenced by Attachment A to the NYCHA Final Annual Agency Plan for Fiscal Year 2024, in which the “other preferences” section under the “(C)(1)(A)(4) Admission Preferences” subheading includes an entry for “veterans and veterans’ families” but the corresponding box remains unchecked; and
Whereas, According to the NYCHA Final Annual Agency Plan for Fiscal Year 2024, NYCHA has an allocation from HUD of 3,385 Veterans Affairs Supportive Housing vouchers intended to provide financial rental assistance to homeless veterans, but such assistance is separate and distinct from an admission preference for public housing; and
Whereas, The Council has historically advocated for the inclusion of admission preferences for veterans within NYCHA’s policies, expressly calling for a preference for veterans with a military service-connected disability in the years 2004, 2006, and 2010, yet NYCHA still does not have an admission preference for veterans; and
Whereas, Establishing an admission preference for veterans within NYCHA’s policies would directly respond to the significant challenge of veteran homelessness in New York City, providing essential support to those in need of affordable housing; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the New York City Housing Authority to include an admission preference for public housing in its next proposed agency plan for all veterans of the U.S. military.
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