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INTRODUCTION
On April 15, 2026, the Committee on Parks and Recreation, chaired by Council Member Ty Hankerson, will hold a vote on the following pieces of legislation: Proposed Int. No. 577-A, sponsored by Council Member James F. Gennaro, in relation to a map of trails in parks or properties under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation; Proposed Int. No. 740-A, sponsored by Council Member Hankerson, in relation to a study on increasing the amount of green space in various community districts; Proposed Int. No. 805-A, sponsored by Council Member Phil Wong, in relation to a cool pavement pilot project in parks; and Proposed Int. No. 806-A, sponsored by Council Member Wong, in relation to the development of a citywide wildlife management plan. This legislation was originally heard at a hearing held on April 1, 2026, during which the Committee received testimony from the New York City Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), advocates, and other interested parties. More information about these bills, along with the materials for that hearing, can be accessed here.
LEGISLATION
Below is a brief summary of the legislation being considered today by the Committee. This summary is intended for informational purposes only and does not substitute for legal counsel. For more detailed information, you should review the full text of the bill, which is attached below.

Proposed Int. No. 577-A, A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a map of trails in parks or properties under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation

Proposed Int. No. 577-A would require DPR to post on its website a map of trails located in each park or property under DPR jurisdiction. DPR would be required to update the map upon the completion of any project that improves an existing trail or creates a new one and would have to consider how any project that improves or creates a trail would improve public access to that trail.
This local law would take effect immediately. 

Proposed Int. No. 740-A, A Local Law in relation to a study on increasing the amount of green space in various community districts

Proposed Int. No. 740-A would require DPR, and other relevant City agencies, to conduct a study to identify at least the top 10 community districts that lack the most green space, and to make recommendations to the Mayor and Council on how to increase green space, including parkland, in such areas. 
This local law would take effect immediately. 

Proposed Int. No. 805-A, A Local Law in relation to a cool pavement pilot project in parks
 
Proposed Int. No. 805-A would require DPR, along with the Departments of Health and Mental Hygiene, Environmental Protection, Transportation and the Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability to conduct a study and pilot program concerning the use and installation of cool pavement materials on DPR property within, abutting, or directly adjacent to a playground, in at least 1 heat vulnerable community in each borough. DPR would be required to post the results of the pilot on its website and submit it to the Mayor and the Speaker of the Council no later than February 1, 2031.
This local law would take effect immediately. 

Proposed Int. No. 806-A, A Local Law in relation to the development of a citywide wildlife management plan 

Proposed Int. No. 806-A would create a wildlife management advisory board to develop a citywide wildlife management plan, to analyze wildlife management issues and recommend policies to preserve and promote biological diversity and the humane treatment of wildlife. All agencies would be required to consider the effect of their actions on wildlife and an annual report would be released by the Mayor’s Office of Animal Welfare, in consultation with DPR updating the status of ongoing wildlife management problems.
This local law would take effect 90 days after it becomes law. 


Proposed Int. No. 577-A

By Council Members Gennaro, Krishnan, Louis, Brewer, Hudson, Brooks-Powers, Hanif and Schulman 

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to a map of trails in parks or properties under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation
..Body 

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of title 18 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 18-170 to read as follows: 
§ 18-170 Trails. a. Definition. For purposes of this section, the term “trail” means a path within a natural area that is reserved for recreational activities, such as walking or bicycling, and on which the use of motor vehicles is prohibited.  
b. The commissioner shall post on the department’s website a map of trails in each park or property under the jurisdiction of the department. The department shall update such map upon completion of any project to improve a trail or to create a new trail. 
c. The commissioner shall consider how any project that improves a trail or creates a new trail could improve public access to such trail. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 
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Proposed Int. No. 740-A
 
By Council Members Hankerson, Krishnan, Marte, Banks, Riley, Restler, Louis, Narcisse and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)
A Local Law in relation to a study on increasing the amount of green space in various community districts
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 
Section 1. a. The department of parks and recreation, in consultation with the department of environmental protection, the department of transportation, the department of citywide administrative services, and any other agency or office as determined by the mayor, shall conduct a study regarding green space in community districts. 
b. The department of parks and recreation shall submit such study to the mayor and the speaker of the council by no later than May 1, 2027. Such study shall include, but need not be limited to:
1. A list of the 10 community districts that have the least amount of green space per capita, as determined in accordance with geographical information system data that the department of parks and recreation uses for demonstrating progress towards a goal, established pursuant to a strategic plan of the city, of 85 percent of city residents living within walking distance of a park by 2030;
2. A description of each site of green space within each such community district, including, if known, whether any construction work is ongoing on such site or whether such site is in a state of disrepair, and the entity that has jurisdiction over such site; and
3. Recommendations to increase the amount of green space in such community districts, such as planting trees or other vegetation, or developing parks or playgrounds.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately and expires and is deemed repealed upon the submission of the study to the mayor and the council as required by subdivision b of section one of this local law. Upon such submission, the mayor shall notify the corporation counsel for the purpose of effectuating section 7-111 of the administrative code of the city of New York. Any failure to provide the notification described in this section shall not affect the effective date of any provision of this local law.
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Proposed Int. No. 805-A

By Council Members Wong, Louis, Restler, Epstein, Brooks-Powers, Narcisse, Maloney and Morano ..Title

A Local Law in relation to a cool pavement pilot project in parks
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:	
Section 1. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Cool pavement. The term “cool pavement” means pavement or pavement coatings that are designed to reduce pavement or ambient air temperatures.
Department. The term “department” means the department of parks and recreation.
Heat vulnerable community. The term “heat vulnerable community” means a neighborhood tabulation area: (i) that is in the top 40 percent of neighborhood tabulation areas for daytime summer surface temperature, as used by the department of health and mental hygiene for the report on heat vulnerability and heat-related deaths pursuant to section 17-199.14 of the administrative code of the city of New York; and (ii) where the median income of a household in such tabulation area is no more than 80 percent of the local median income.
Hyperlocal temperature monitoring. The term “hyperlocal temperature monitoring” means monitoring and measuring of hourly average temperature on a block-by-block basis.
Local median income. The term “local median income” means the median household income for New York city according to American community survey data for the year 2024, as published by the United States census bureau.
Neighborhood tabulation area. The term “neighborhood tabulation area” means a geographical area defined by the department of city planning for the purposes of providing neighborhood-level data.
Pedestrian space. The term “pedestrian space” has the same meaning as set forth in section 19-199.1 of the administrative code of the city of New York, provided that it shall also include spaces within parks.
b. The department, in consultation with the department of health and mental hygiene, the department of environmental protection, the department of transportation, and the office of long-term planning and sustainability, shall commence a 4-year pilot project for the use of cool pavement on a pedestrian space, wholly within a park under the jurisdiction of the department of parks and recreation, that is within, abutting, or directly adjacent to a playground, in at least 1 heat vulnerable community in each borough. As part of such pilot project, the department shall conduct hyperlocal temperature monitoring and assess no less than 2 types of cool pavement, including the technical feasibility, environmental impacts, and costs of each such type. The department shall post on its website and submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report on the results of the pilot project no later than February 1, 2031.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately. 
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Proposed Int. No. 806-A

By Council Members Wong, Louis, Epstein, Brooks-Powers, Brewer, Maloney and Morano..Title

A Local Law in relation to the development of a citywide wildlife management plan
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. a. There shall be a wildlife management advisory board to develop a citywide wildlife management plan in accordance with this section.
b. Such advisory board shall consist of 11 members as follows:
1. Two members shall be appointed by the mayor, provided that at least 1 such member shall be from academia and have experience in the management of wildlife in an urban setting; 
2. Four members shall be appointed by the speaker of the council, provided that at least 1 such member shall have no less than 5 years’ experience working with wildlife in an urban setting; 
3. The commissioner of parks and recreation, the commissioner of environmental protection, the commissioner of health and mental hygiene, and the director of the mayor’s office of animal welfare, or the respective designees of any such commissioner or director, shall be members of the advisory board;
4. The deputy mayor for operations, or such deputy mayor’s designee, shall serve as chairperson of the advisory board; and
5. The advisory board may invite representatives of the department of agriculture and markets, the department of environmental conservation, the port authority of New York and New Jersey, the federal department of agriculture, the federal department of the interior, the environmental protection agency, the federal aviation administration, and any other state or federal agency identified by such board, to participate in the development of a citywide wildlife management plan in accordance with this section.
c. Any vacancy in the membership of the advisory board shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.
d. Members of the advisory board shall serve without compensation.
e. The advisory board shall hold its first meeting no later than 180 days after the effective date of this local law. At such meeting, the advisory board shall set a date for one or more public hearings to solicit testimony from the public and other stakeholders, including state or federal agencies, on the development of a citywide wildlife management plan.
f. The advisory board shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a citywide wildlife management plan no later than 18 months after the effective date of this local law. Such plan shall include, but need not be limited to: 
1. An analysis of challenges to wildlife management in the city; 
2. A description of proposed strategies to promote biological diversity and healthy wildlife distribution, including threatened and endangered species; 
3. A summary of proposed policies to promote wildlife management initiatives that preserve and protect public health and safety; 
4. A description of proposed strategies to address challenges to wildlife management that encourage the most humane treatment of wildlife feasible and the coexistence of humans with urban wildlife;
5. An analysis of historical, present, and projected needs for the management of wildlife; 
6. A description of proposed actions agencies may undertake in furtherance of the citywide wildlife management plan to promote humane treatment of wildlife; 
7. An estimate of the cost of any proposed initiatives in the plan; and 
8. Recommendations for any further action regarding the management of wildlife. 
g. The advisory board shall terminate 60 days after submission of the citywide wildlife management plan.
§ 2. a. No later than 1 year after the termination of the wildlife management advisory board pursuant to subdivision g of section one of this local law, and every 2 years thereafter, the mayor’s office of animal welfare, in consultation with the department of parks and recreation, shall submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council a report regarding programs relating to wildlife management in the city. 
b. The report shall include, but need not be limited to:
1. Information about any significant challenges to wildlife management, including but not limited to any such challenges identified in the citywide wildlife management plan submitted pursuant to subdivision f of section one of this local law, and any such challenges identified in any report submitted pursuant to this section in a prior year;
2. Information about any proposal relating to wildlife management adopted by any agency, including but not limited to any such proposal identified in the citywide wildlife management plan submitted pursuant to subdivision f of section one of this local law, and any such proposal recommended in any report submitted pursuant to this section in a prior year; and
3. Recommendations for any further action any agency may take regarding wildlife management.
§ 3. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law and expires and is deemed repealed upon submission to the mayor and speaker of the council of a third report pursuant to section two of this local law. Upon submission of such third report, the mayor shall notify the corporation counsel for the purpose of effectuating section 7-111 of the administrative code of the city of New York. Any failure to provide the notification described in this section shall not affect the effective date of any provision of this local law.
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