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Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to amend the Disability Rent Increase Exemption (DRIE) program in order to provide parity with the exemptions provided in the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE) program.
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By Council Members Koppell, Avella, 

Fidler, Foster, Gennaro, Gentile, James, Liu, McMahon, Nelson, Palma, Recchia Jr., Rivera, Stewart, Vacca, Weprin, White Jr., Mendez, Lappin, Yassky, Brewer and Oddo

On Tuesday, November 14, 2006, the Committee on Mental Health, Mental Retardation, Alcoholism, Drug Abuse & Disability Services, chaired by Council Member Oliver Koppell, will hold a hearing on Proposed Res. No. 16-A. A copy of the Proposed Res. No. 16-A. is attached.  

BACKGROUND

The Disability Rent Increase Exemption (DRIE)
 legislation protects income eligible New York City disabled residents who live in eligible rent controlled or rent stabilized apartments from increases in their rent.  Advocates of the disabled community have been lobbying for such legislation for decades,
 and the City Council has supported the expansion of this benefit to provide rent increase exemptions to qualified disabled heads of households. DRIE applies to those individuals who are currently receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI), disability pension or disability compensation benefits from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, or those who were previously eligible by virtue of receiving disability benefits under SSI or SSDI and are currently receiving medical assistance benefits based on determination of disability as provided in section 366 of the Social Services Law. DRIE was modeled after the Senior Citizen Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE), legislation that allowed rent increase exemptions to low-income senior citizens.  SCRIE was first adopted in 1970, and enables individuals who are 62 years of age or older, live in rent-regulated apartments, meet the designated income requirements and spend at least a third of their incomes on rent to apply for an exemption from certain future rent increases.
 Many advocates have long maintained that the same rationale for ensuring that rental costs should not consume a disproportionate amount of the income of senior citizens should be equally applied to people with disabilities living on similar incomes.

Having access to a rent increase exemption helps alleviate the challenges of securing affordable and accessible housing, which is especially difficult for those living on a fixed income.
 The availability of accessible housing for disabled persons is very limited.  For example, according to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MIS) of the New York State Assembly’s DRIE bill, A. 1092-A, only one in five dwellings are accessible to wheelchair users.
 Furthermore, individuals who are hearing impaired may require special intercom systems and individuals who are visually impaired may need to be closer to public transportation.
 These specific requirements limit the housing options available to people with disabilities, further decreasing their chances of securing affordable housing.  Many advocates believe that for many members of the disabled community, the rent increase exemption will allow individuals to remain in their homes rather than enter nursing homes or homeless shelters when their rent becomes too much of a burden. Such advocates continue to express their belief that DRIE is far more cost effective than paying for individuals to reside in nursing homes and shelters.

While securing DRIE was a victory for the disabled community, many advocates are concerned that the qualifying income limits are too low, and they have continued to lobby for the same income requirements for DRIE as are currently if effect for SCRIE.

This year, the State Legislature enacted the Disabled Homeowner’s Exemption (DHE) to provide homeowners who are persons with disabilities on limited incomes some relief from property taxes.  Pursuant to such State enabling legislation, the City Council passed Int. No. 444–A, which was signed into local law by the Mayor on October 17, 2006.  This local DHE law enables homeowners who are people with disabilities to be eligible for the same property tax exemptions based on annual income limits as senior citizens have available to them pursuant to the Senior Citizens Homeowner Exemption (SCHE) program.  Many advocates believe that just as the DHE and SCHE laws provide parity to disabled and senior citizen homeowners with respect to property tax exemption eligibility, disabled renters in the DRIE program should have parity with senior citizens renters in the SCRIE program with respect to rent increase exemptions.
Proposed Resolution No. 16-A

Proposed Resolution No. 16-A would note that in June of 2005, the New York State Assembly and Senate passed legislation known as the Disability Rent Increase Exemption (DRIE), which extended rent increase exemptions to people with disabilities, and, pursuant to such State enabling legislation, New York City enacted such rent increase exemptions on August 9, 2005. The Proposed Resolution would state that DRIE was modeled after the Senior Citizens Rent Increase Exemption (SCRIE), State enabling legislation that allowed New York City to enact legislation providing rent increase exemptions to low-income senior citizens (62 years of age or older) who live in rent-regulated apartments, meet certain designated income requirements and spend at least a third of their income on rent.  


The Proposed Resolution would note that in June of 2005, the New York State Legislature increased the income caps for seniors participating in the SCRIE program to $26,000 in 2006, $27,000 in 2007, $28,000 in 2008 and $29,000 in 2009.  However, to be eligible for DRIE, the Proposed Resolution points out that the total household income of all members of a disabled individual’s household cannot exceed the maximum income at which such individual would be eligible to receive cash Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits under federal law during the relevant year.
 The Proposed Resolution would indicate that that the income eligibility cap for the DRIE program is therefore considerably lower than the income cap for the SCRIE program. 

The Proposed Resolution would state that rent exemptions enable individuals to remain in their homes despite increases in rent, which is crucial for people with disabilities whose homes have, in many cases, been modified to accommodate their needs. Moreover, the Proposed Resolution would also note that the availability of affordable and accessible housing in New York City for people with disabilities is especially limited.  The Proposed Resolution would point out that the same rationale for ensuring that rental costs should not consume a disproportionate amount of the income of senior citizens should apply equally as well to people with disabilities living on similar incomes.

 Additionally, The Proposed Resolution would note that recognition that people with disabilities in New York City should be entitled to the same housing cost exemptions as the City’s senior citizens is apparent in the enactment of DHE and SCHE legislation by both the State and the City. The Proposed Resolution would indicate that these laws provide homeowners who are people with disabilities or senior citizens with property tax exemptions based on annual income limits which are identical.  The Proposed Resolution would further note that just as the DHE and SCHE laws provide parity to homeowners who are people with disabilities and senior citizens with respect to property tax exemption eligibility, renters who are people with disabilities should be eligible to enjoy the same rent increase exemptions available under DRIE that senior citizens enjoy under SCHE.

Finally, the Proposed Resolution would call upon the New York State legislature to amend the DRIE program in order to provide parity with respect to the exemptions provided in the SCRIE program.

1 On June 24, 2005, the New York State Assembly and Senate passed legislation (A. 1092-A and S. 5891, Sponsored by Assembly Member Stringer and State Senator Golden, respectively), known as the Disability Rent Increase Exemption (DRIE), which extends rent increase exemptions to people with disabilities.  





� According to the Sponsor’s Memorandum in Support (MIS), the expansion of SCRIE to the disabled community was first recommended in 1980 by the New York State Temporary Commission on Rental Housing.





� New York City Administrative Code, §26-405, paragraph (2) of subdivision m.





� According to the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, rental amounts in New York City are 121% of the monthly SSI benefit. A. 1092-A, Sponsor’s MIS of the DRIE bill.


� Id.


� Id.





� Testimony of Sharon Shapiro, Center for Independence of the Disabled in New York, New York City Council Hearing on Res. No. 141, November 9, 2004.
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