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I. INTRODUCTION
On September 15, 2025, the Committee on Governmental Operations, State and Federal Legislation, chaired by Council Member Lincoln Restler, jointly with the Committee on General Welfare, chaired by Deputy Speaker Diana Ayala, and the Committee on Hospitals, chaired by Council Member Mercedes Narcisse, will hold an oversight hearing on The Impacts of Federal Budget Cuts. In addition, the Committee will hear Introduction Number (Int. No.) 1225, sponsored by Council Member Menin, in relation to establishing an office of the census; Int. No. 1364, sponsored by Council Members Restler and Brannan, in relation to monthly reporting by the director of management and budget on the status of all federal funding; and Int. 1372, sponsored by Council Members Ayala, Hudson and Cabán, in relation to limiting the household rent contribution for recipients of a rental assistance voucher. Those invited to testify include representatives of the Mayor’s Office of Federal Affairs, Human Resources Administration (HRA), Department of Social Services (DSS), and the Health and Hospitals Corporation (H+H), advocates, and other members of the public.
II. BACKGROUND 
a. Overview of Federal Funding
Federal funding falls into three spending categories: mandatory, discretionary, and interest on the federal debt.[footnoteRef:1] Mandatory funding is primarily composed of outlays for benefits whose payments are set by law. Funding for these programs generally continues until Congress specifically amends an existing law.[footnoteRef:2] Medicaid, Medicare, Social Security, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) are all examples of mandatory programs.[footnoteRef:3] Some mandatory spending is set by multi-year legislation, which needs to be renewed periodically. Mandatory spending on entitlements and social insurance programs expands automatically based solely on need. [1:  Reports. NYC’s Federal Funding: Outlook Under Trump. N.Y.C. COMPTROLLER BRAD LANDER. (Dec. 10, 2024) Available at https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/nycs-federal-funding-outlook-under-trump/.]  [2:  Id. ]  [3:  Id. ] 

Discretionary funding is made of up spending that is appropriated by Congress annually. Examples of discretionary funding include special education funding, Title-I for high-poverty schools, Section 8, the Child Care and Development Block Grant, the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC), and Community Development Block Grant.[footnoteRef:4] Potential cuts may come from either discretionary or mandatory funds.  [4:  Id.] 

i. Public Law 119-21 Funding Changes
H.R. 1 was initially passed by the United States House of Representatives on May 22, 2025, by a vote of 215 in favor and 214 opposed.[footnoteRef:5] It subsequently passed the Senate on July 1, 2025, with amendments, by a 51-50 vote with the Vice President providing the tie breaking vote.[footnoteRef:6] The amended bill was passed by the House on July 3, 2025 by a vote of 218-214 and was signed into law by the President on July 4, 2025, becoming Public Law 119-21.[footnoteRef:7]  [5:  United States Library of Congress. https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1/all-actions.]  [6:  Id. 	]  [7:  Id.] 

Public Law 119-21 extended the tax cuts passed in 2017 and added additional funding for both defense and border protection.[footnoteRef:8] In order to finance the tax cuts and additional spending, the bill made steep cuts to multiple government services, including Medicaid, SNAP benefits, and the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).[footnoteRef:9] [8:  Denon, Brandon and Yousif, Nadine. What are the key items in Trump’s sprawling budget bill? BBC. (July 4, 2025) Available at https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0eqpz23l9jo.]  [9:  Id.; See also Park, Edwin and Corlette, Sabrina. Medicaid, CHIP, and Affordable Care Act Marketplace Cuts and Other Health Provisions in the Budget Reconciliation Law, Explained. GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY MCCOURT SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY. (July 22, 2025) Available at https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/07/22/medicaid-chip-and-affordable-care-act-marketplace-cuts-and-other-health-provisions-in-the-budget-reconciliation-law-explained/.] 

ii. Federal Funding and the New York City budget
As of the end of the fiscal year, New York City’s Fiscal 2025 budget included $11.04 billion in federal funding, which amounts to 9.1 percent of the City’s operating budget of $120.78 billion for the fiscal year.[footnoteRef:10] Though some agencies are more reliant on federal funding–for example, cuts to Medicaid are most likely to directly impact the city budget[footnoteRef:11]–SNAP funding for benefit payments to individuals, including those who reside in New York City, are disbursed by the State and do not directly flow through the City’s budget. While it is not likely to directly impact the City’s budget, federal changes to SNAP benefits could have a significant impact on recipients residing in the City. HRA screens clients for SNAP eligibility and assists them with enrolling and recertifying benefits at the agency’s SNAP Centers and through its online platform. HRA also conducts outreach to identify individuals who are potentially eligible for SNAP but not currently enrolled. The Fiscal 2025 budget, as of the end of the fiscal year, for HRA’s SNAP administration and outreach totaled $78.4 million, of which $39.0 million or 49.7 percent was federally funded.[footnoteRef:12] Federal funding that supports HRA’s SNAP administration and outreach may be impacted by policy changes at the federal level in Fiscal 2026 and beyond.[footnoteRef:13] [10:  Financial Plan. N.Y.C. MAYOR’S OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET (July 2, 2025) Available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/omb/downloads/pdf/adopt25/fp6-25.pdf]  [11:  Reports. Comments on New York City’s Fiscal year 2026 Adopted Budget. N.Y.C. COMPTROLLER BRAD LANDER. (Aug. 13, 2025) Available at https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/comments-on-new-york-citys-fiscal-year-2026-adopted-budget.]  [12:  Id.]  [13:  Budget Function Analysis. N.Y.C. MAYOR’S OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. (July 2, 2025) Available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/omb/downloads/pdf/adopt25/adopt25-bfa.pdf, see page 102. ] 

In addition to providing funds for its operating budget, the City also receives federal funding for long-term capital infrastructure projects. The City’s latest capital plan, which covers Fiscal 25 through Fiscal 29, includes $3.61 billion in federal funding.[footnoteRef:14] Federal funding is also anticipated for capital projects outside the city’s municipal budget, including $258 million in federal funding for NYC Economic Development Corporation and $492 million for H+H through Fiscal 28.[footnoteRef:15] [14:  Id.]  [15:  Id. ] 

The federal government also provides over $5.5 billion in funding for public entities outside of the city budget.[footnoteRef:16] The City University of New York receives $1.1 billion, H+H receives $775 million and the NYC Housing Authority receives almost $3.7 billion from the federal government.[footnoteRef:17] Additionally, individual New Yorkers receive direct payments from the federal government with total $33 billion, the majority of which is made up of social security payments, but also includes supplemental security income, SNAP and WIC.[footnoteRef:18] [16:  Reports. NYC’s Federal Funding: Outlook Under Trump. N.Y.C. COMPTROLLER BRAD LANDER. (Dec. 10, 2024) Available at https://comptroller.nyc.gov/reports/nycs-federal-funding-outlook-under-trump/.]  [17:  Id.]  [18:  Id.] 

The city also receives funding through the federal discretionary budget. The Fiscal 2026 discretionary budget request requested by the White House in May includes cuts, that if implemented, could significantly impact city agency’s budgets.[footnoteRef:19] Funding for housing, education, health, and social services programs would all be cut under the proposed discretionary budget.[footnoteRef:20] Federal funding is also anticipated for capital projects outside the City’s municipal budget, including $492 million for H+H through Fiscal 28. The federal government also provides over $5.5 billion in funding for public entities outside of the city budget with H+H receiving $775 million from the federal government.[footnoteRef:21] Additionally, individual New Yorkers receive direct payments from the federal government with total $33 billion, the majority of which is made up of social security payments, but also includes supplemental security income, SNAP, and WIC.[footnoteRef:22] [19:  Id. ]  [20:  Id.]  [21:  Id.]  [22:  Id.] 



iii. Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
SNAP is a federal program that provides food benefits to low-income families.[footnoteRef:23] SNAP receives annual funding through the congressional appropriations process, and the cost of administering the program is split between the federal government and the states, who also design their own application process in line with federal requirements.[footnoteRef:24] Currently, most households in New York City are not subject to a resource limit test.[footnoteRef:25] Households who are subject to resource limits include households with a member who is either disqualified from the SNAP program because of an intentional program violation or a sanction, or households with a member who is 60 years of age or older or disabled whose gross income exceeds 200% percent of the federal poverty level.[footnoteRef:26] For the period from October 1, 2024 through September 30, 2025, resource limits for applicable households are $3,000 in countable resources (or $4,500 in countable resources if at least one family member is over 60 or has a disability), excluding homes, resources for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or TANF, or retirement and pension plans.[footnoteRef:27] Income limits for this period are 130 percent of the poverty line.[footnoteRef:28] Maximum SNAP allowance is dependent upon household size, with a maximum of $291 per month for a household of one, up to $1,751 per month for a household of eight.[footnoteRef:29] There is a work requirement associated with receiving SNAP for anyone aged 16-59[footnoteRef:30] with exceptions.[footnoteRef:31] Able-bodied adults without dependents aged 18-59 often have to meet an additional work requirement to receive SNAP for more than three months in three years.[footnoteRef:32]  [23:  Programs. Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). USDA FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE. Available at https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [24:  Policy Basics: The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP). CENTER ON BUDGET AND POLICY PRIORITIES. (Nov. 25, 2024) Available at https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/the-supplemental-nutrition-assistance-program-snap (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [25:  Bailey, Leslie. SNAP Changes 2024-2025. COMMUNITY SERVICE SOCIETY (CSS). (Oct. 2, 2024) Available at https://benefitsplus.cssny.org/blog/snap-changes-2024-2025 (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [26:  Supra note 23.]  [27:  Id.]  [28:  Id.]  [29:  Id.]  [30:  Exceptions include individuals experiencing homelessness, people aged 24 or younger who were in foster care on their 18th birthday, veterans, pregnant people, and people with exemptions due to physical or mental health.]  [31:  Supra note 23.]  [32:  SNAP Work Requirements. USDA. Available at https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/work-requirements (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).] 

SNAP benefits are issued electronically through an Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) card and can be used to purchase fruits and vegetables, meat, poultry, and fish, dairy products, breads and cereals, snack foods and non-alcoholic beverages, and seeds and plants that produce food.[footnoteRef:33] SNAP benefits cannot be used to purchase alcoholic beverages, vitamins, medicine and supplements, live animals, nonfood items such as pet food, cleaning supplies, or hygiene items, or any foods that are hot at the point of sale.[footnoteRef:34] In New York, SNAP applications can be completed online,[footnoteRef:35] mailed or faxed, or completed in person at a local department of social services, a SNAP center, or in some Community Food Connection (CFC) locations.[footnoteRef:36] There are 13 SNAP centers across all five boroughs[footnoteRef:37] and DSS hosted over 665 SNAP outreach events in FY 2024.[footnoteRef:38] As of April 2025, there were 1,077,663 households receiving SNAP, and 1,798,354 individuals receiving SNAP in NYC, receiving a total of $ 418,661,107.[footnoteRef:39] This is an increase of over 17,000 households and over 13,000 individuals from the previous April of 2024.[footnoteRef:40] [33:  What Can SNAP Buy?. USDA. Available at https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/eligible-food-items (last visited Aug. 27, 2025). ]  [34:  Id.]  [35:  See mybenefits.ny.gov or Access HRA for NYC residents.]  [36:  How to Apply for Programs & Services. N.Y.S. OFFICE OF TEMPORARY AND DISABILITY ASSISTANCE. Available at https://otda.ny.gov/programs/apply/#snap (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [37:  SNAP Centers. N.Y.C. HUMAN RESOURCES ADMINISTRATION. Available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/hra/locations/snap-locations.page (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [38:  NYC Food by the Numbers. N.Y.C. MAYOR’S OFFICE OF FOOD POLICY. (Jan. 2024) Available at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/foodpolicy/downloads/pdf/nycfoodbythenumbers.pdf (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [39:  Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Caseloads and Expenditures: Beginning 2002. N.Y.S. OFFICE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVICES. (Aug. 29, 2025) Available at https://data.ny.gov/Human-Services/Supplemental-Nutrition-Assistance-Program-SNAP-Cas/dq6j-8u8z/about_data (last visited Aug. 29, 2025). ]  [40:  Id.] 

The graph below illustrates the number of New York City residents enrolled in SNAP over the past twelve years.[footnoteRef:41] Since 2012, the number of SNAP recipients has been trending downward, peaking at 1,898,028 in December 2012 and then declining to a ten-year low point in February 2020 at 1,481,257 recipients.[footnoteRef:42] Notably, February 2020 was the last full month before the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, after which enrollment quickly spiked, hitting 1,705,337 recipients in September 2020.[footnoteRef:43]  [41:  HRA Program Facts and Reports. N.Y.C. HUMAN RESOURCES ADMINISTRATION. Available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/hra/about/facts.page (last visited Aug, 27, 2025).]  [42:  Id.]  [43:  Id.] 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Since the onset of the pandemic, the enrollment levels have fluctuated somewhat, as Federal and State changes to programs rules, unemployment, and other economic factors influenced enrollment levels.[footnoteRef:44] Even with the waning impact of the pandemic, SNAP enrollment levels have not returned to those seen pre-pandemic and the highest level of enrollment since the start of the pandemic was in December 2024 when it hit 1,808,706 recipients.[footnoteRef:45] [44:  SNAP Spending Rose and Fell With Pandemic-Era Changes to Benefit Amounts. USDA ECONOMIC RESEARCH SERVICE. (Jun. 12, 2024) Available at https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2024/june/snap-spending-rose-and-fell-with-pandemic-era-changes-to-benefit-amounts (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [45:  Supra note 38.] 

iv. Medicaid
Medicaid was established in Title XIX of the Social Security Act of 1935.[footnoteRef:46] Medicaid is intended to prove health coverage for low-income individuals including children, pregnant people, families, and individuals who are certified disabled.[footnoteRef:47] Medicaid is funded federally but administered by individual states and governed by a state plan agreement between a state and the Federal government.[footnoteRef:48] In New York State, the New York State Department of Health (DOH) administers the Medicaid program.[footnoteRef:49] New York State Medicaid includes access to all medical checkups and follow up care, immunizations, medicine and medical supplies, doctor and clinic visits, lab tests and x-rays, eye care, dental care, nursing home care, ambulance transportation, and hospital stays.[footnoteRef:50] In New York City, HRA is responsible for managing application and enrollment for New Yorkers who are: over 65; a former foster young adult under 26; a person between 16 and 64 who has disabilities and is working and earning over the income threshold for Medicaid; or in need of Medicaid due to disability or blindness.[footnoteRef:51] Low-income New Yorkers who are pregnant or under the age of 65 must apply for and enroll in Medicaid through the New York State official marketplace, the New York State of Health.[footnoteRef:52]  [46:  Compilation of The Social Security Laws. U.S. SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION. Available at https://www.ssa.gov/OP_Home/ssact/title19/1900.htm (last visited Aug. 21, 2025).]  [47:  Medicaid. N.Y.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. Available at https://www.health.ny.gov/publications/0548/medicaid.htm (last visited Aug. 21, 2025).]  [48:  Medicaid State Plan Amendments. MEDICAID.GOV. Available at: https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/medicaid-state-plan-amendments (last visited Aug. 21, 2025).]  [49:  Supra note 24.]  [50:  Id.]  [51:  Public Health Insurance. N.Y.C. HUMAN RESOURCES ADMINISTRATION. Available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/hra/help/public-health-insurance.page (last visited Aug. 21, 2025).]  [52:  Id.] 

As of April 2025, over 71 million people in the United States were enrolled in Medicaid.[footnoteRef:53] New York State makes up over 8% of total national enrollees.[footnoteRef:54] This is in part due to New York State’s broad eligibility standards which allow enrollment with incomes up to 400% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) for certain categories.[footnoteRef:55] The number of enrollees in the state has continued to grow annually since 2020, peaking in 2023 with almost 7 million Medicaid users.[footnoteRef:56] [53:  April 2025 Medicaid & CHIP Enrollment Data Highlights. MEDICAID.GOV. Available at https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/program-information/medicaid-and-chip-enrollment-data/report-highlights (last visited Aug. 21, 2025).]  [54:  Id. ]  [55:  Medicaid, Children's Health Insurance Program, & Basic Health Program Eligibility Levels. MEDICAID.GOV. Available at https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/national-medicaid-chip-program-information/medicaid-childrens-health-insurance-program-basic-health-program-eligibility-levels#footnote11 (last visited Aug. 21, 2025).]  [56:  Monthly Medicaid & CHIP Application, Eligibility Determination, & Enrollment Reports & Data. MEDICAID.GOV. Available at https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/national-medicaid-chip-program-information/medicaid-chip-enrollment-data/monthly-medicaid-chip-application-eligibility-determination-and-enrollment-reports-data (last visited Aug. 22, 2025).] 

[image: A graph with a line going up

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]According to the Office of the New York State Comptroller, as of State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2025, the percentage of residents enrolled in Medicaid is the highest in the Bronx, with over 68% of residents enrolled.[footnoteRef:57] Enrollment is high across the rest of the City: 50% of Brooklyn residents; 49% of Queens residents; 37% of Staten Island residents; and 30% of Manhattan residents.[footnoteRef:58] [57:  Federal Funding and New York: Medicaid. OFFICE OF THE N.Y.S. COMPTROLLER. Available at https://www.osc.ny.gov/reports/budget/fed-funding-ny/medicaid (last visited Aug. 25, 2025).]  [58:  Id.] 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Federal and State spending on Medicaid has increased since SFY 2013; however, New York City spending has remained consistent[footnoteRef:59] as Chapter 58 of the Laws of 2005 put a cap on each county’s share of Medicaid costs for the state.[footnoteRef:60] [59:  Id.]  [60:  Legislative Information - LBDC] 
Source: Office of the New York State Comptroller


v. Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), established in 1996 by the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PRWORA), is a federal block grant program that provides states with a fixed amount of federal funding to be used to assist low-income families at their discretion.[footnoteRef:61] [61:  Federal Funding and New York: Temporary Assistance. OFFICE OF THE N.Y.S. COMPTROLLER. Available at https://www.osc.ny.gov/reports/budget/fed-funding-ny/temporary-assistance (last visited Aug. 26, 2025).] 

In New York State, TANF is used for the Family Assistance (FA) programs to provide cash assistance to families to help them pay for food, childcare, housing, and home energy.[footnoteRef:62] Eligible families can receive up to 5 years of cash assistance under FA, after which they may apply for Safety Net Assistance (SNA) which can be received as cash for two years only.[footnoteRef:63] NYC Family Assistance grants are funded 85% through TANF and 15% by the City.[footnoteRef:64] New York State OTDA manages the FA and SNA programs for the State, and individual Departments of Social Services administer the program.[footnoteRef:65] In New York City, applications for FA and SNA are completed though AccessHRA.[footnoteRef:66]  [62:  Id.]  [63:  Cash Assistance. N.Y.C. HUMAN RESOURCES ADMINISTRATION. Available at https://www.nyc.gov/site/hra/help/cash-assistance.page (last visited Aug. 26, 2025).]  [64:  Id.]  [65:  Temporary Assistance (TA). N.Y.S. OFFICE OF TEMPORARY AND DISABILITY ASSISTANCE. Available at https://otda.ny.gov/programs/temporary-assistance/ (last visited Aug. 26, 2025).]  [66:  Supra note 50.] 

In New York City, TANF funding contributed over $1.2 billion to DSS and over $614 million to DHS in Fiscal Year 2025.[footnoteRef:67] [67:  Supra note 46.] 

b. Impacts of Changes in Federal Funding on SNAP Benefits in New York City
The passage of the 2025 reconciliation bill (Public Law 119-21) includes cuts to the federal budget, the introduction of new rules that govern U.S. welfare programs, and the imposition of additional administrative requirements on said programs.[footnoteRef:68] The enacted legislation introduces new cost-sharing requirements for states, requiring states to contribute to the cost of public benefits, or risk ending their programs entirely.[footnoteRef:69] This shifts the responsibility to support these programs onto individual states with New York State expected to fund 15 percent of all SNAP benefits.[footnoteRef:70] It also decreases the federal share of SNAP administrative costs from 50 percent to 25 percent, leaving states to recoup those costs as well.[footnoteRef:71] New York State, in particular, is expected to pay an estimated $1.9 billion per year, beginning in fiscal year 2028, to cover both the aforementioned benefit cost-sharing and administrative costs.[footnoteRef:72] It will pay the second most towards SNAP out of every U.S. state, behind only California.[footnoteRef:73]  [68:  2025 Budget Impacts: House Bill Would Cut Assistance for Children, Raise Costs for Families. CENTER ON BUDGET AND POLICY PRIORITIES. Available at https://www.cbpp.org/research/federal-budget/2025-budget-impacts-house-bill-would-cut-assistance-for-children-raise (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [69:  Gupta, Poonam and Waxman, Elaine. Cuts to SNAP in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act Would Widen the Persistent Gap between Benefits and Food Costs. URBAN INSTITUTE. (Jul. 16, 2025) Available at https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/cuts-snap-one-big-beautiful-bill-act-would-widen-persistent-gap-between-benefits-and (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [70:  Id.]  [71:  Pressroom. Governor Hochul Unveils Devastating Impact of Republicans ‘Big Ugly Bill’ on New York State. GOVERNOR KATHY HOCHUL. (July 11, 2025). Available at https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-unveils-devastating-impacts-republicans-big-ugly-bill-new-york-state (last visited Aug. 27, 2025). ]  [72:  State Cost Share Impact 2025. FOOD RESEARCH & ACTION CENTER. Available at https://frac.org/state-cost-share-impact-2025 (last visited Aug. 27. 2025).]  [73:  Id.] 

Public Law 119-21 also requires all updates and adjustments to the Thrifty Food Plan to be cost neutral.[footnoteRef:74] The Thrifty Food Plan is one of four plans produced by the USDA to illustrate how a healthy diet can be achieved at many cost levels and is the lowest cost plan.[footnoteRef:75] The plan is used by the USDA as the basis for setting SNAP benefit allotments.[footnoteRef:76] Requiring the Thrifty Food Plan to be cost neutral, in effect, makes it increasingly difficult to increase benefit levels outside of adjustments made for inflation.[footnoteRef:77] Using county-level food price data from Nielsen IQ, the Urban Institute found that the maximum SNAP benefit did not cover the cost of a modest priced meal in 99 percent of counties in the U.S., showing that in the current moment, SNAP benefits are inadequate to reliably and reasonably afford food.[footnoteRef:78] The effect is exacerbated in New York City where the cost of living exceeds that of much of the country.[footnoteRef:79] In fact, a recent report by the New York State Comptroller’s office found that food costs in the New York City metropolitan area rose by 56.2 percent in a ten-year period from 2012-2013 to 2022-2023, outpacing the national increase of 46.4 percent during the same period.[footnoteRef:80]  [74:  Supra note 68.]  [75:  USDA Food Plans. USDA. Available at https://www.fns.usda.gov/research/cnpp/usda-food-plans (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [76:  Id. ]  [77:  Supra note 68.]  [78:  Id.]  [79:  Regional Price Parities by State and Metro Area. BUREAU OF ECONOMIC ANALYSIS. (Dec. 12, 2024) Available at https://www.bea.gov/data/prices-inflation/regional-price-parities-state-and-metro-area (last visited Aug. 27, 2025); The New York-Newark-Jersey City metropolitan area has the 9th highest regional price parity among all items compared to all of the nation’s metropolitan areas. ]  [80:  Reports. The Cost of Living in New York City: Food. OFFICE OF THE N.Y.S. COMPTROLLER. (April 2, 2025) Available at https://www.osc.ny.gov/files/reports/osdc/pdf/report-2-2026.pdf (e Aug. 27, 2025).] 

Eligibility for SNAP is redefined under this bill as well. The legislation makes noncitizens ineligible for SNAP, which would include New Yorkers who are lawfully residing humanitarian immigrants.[footnoteRef:81] Previously, groups like refugees, asylees, and other lawfully residing noncitizens were eligible for SNAP.[footnoteRef:82] It also expands work-reporting requirements effectively eliminating previous exemptions to work-reporting that included veterans, homeless individuals, people who have aged out of foster care, and people living in areas with limited job openings.[footnoteRef:83] Estimates from New York Governor Hochul's office project that 300,000 New York State households will lose some or all their SNAP benefits as a result of expanded work requirements and the redefinition of who is subject to work requirements.[footnoteRef:84] The removal of existing exemptions to work requirements for SNAP would also likely not lead to improved employment outcomes as an analysis of 2023 American Community Survey data found that 91 percent of households with working-age non-disabled adults and children had earnings in some point in 2023.[footnoteRef:85] [81:  Wheaton, Lauran, et al. How the Senate Budget Reconciliation SNAP Proposals Will Affect Families in Every US State. URBAN INSTITUTE. (Jul. 2, 2025) Available at https://www.urban.org/research/publication/how-senate-budget-reconciliation-snap-proposals-will-affect-families-every-us (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [82:  Id.]  [83:  Supra note 68.]  [84:  Supra note 70.]  [85:  Bergh, Katie, et al. Worsening SNAP’s Harsh Work Requirement Would Take Food Assistance Away From Millions of Low-Income People. CENTER ON BUDGET AND POLICY PRIORITIES. (April 30, 2025) Available at https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/worsening-snaps-harsh-work-requirement-would-take-food-assistance-away (last visited Aug. 27, 2025). ] 



c. Impact of Changes in Federal Funding on NYC Health and Hospitals
As a result of the new provisions of Public Law 119-21, healthcare systems across the nation are anticipating significant cuts to services.[footnoteRef:86] In New York alone, an estimated 1.5 million residents are likely to lose healthcare coverage, more than doubling the current number of uninsured people in the state.[footnoteRef:87] This is due in large part to changes in eligibility for the New York State Essential Plan, also known as New York’s Basic Health Plan; this program provides comprehensive healthcare benefits for no monthly premium or deductible if enrollees have an income that is less than 250 percent of the federal poverty rate.[footnoteRef:88] New York is now set to lose almost $7.5 billion in federal funding that is used to cover this Essential Plan.[footnoteRef:89] Approximately 500,000 low-income, legally present immigrants will be forced out of the Essential Plan and into the Medicaid program, which will cost the state roughly $2.7 billion annually; an additional 225,000 legally present immigrants with slightly higher incomes who do not meet the eligibility requirements for Medicaid will be left with no coverage at all.[footnoteRef:90] The federal bill also imposes new cost sharing requirements on those with incomes above 100 percent of the federal poverty level.[footnoteRef:91] On September 10, 2025, Governor Hochul announced that the State Department of Health is seeking to request that the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) terminate a federal waiver which had previously expanded eligibility for the Essential Plan.[footnoteRef:92] This termination of the federal waiver would allow the state to revert to a previous version of the insurance plan, and to access emergency funds that are not currently available while the waiver is in effect.[footnoteRef:93] This request is subject to a public comment period that will end on October 10, 2025; the Department of Health further requested that CMS approve the request by December 31, 2025 to allow the state to implement the changes in a timely manner.[footnoteRef:94] [86:  Ives-Rublee, Mia and Musheno, Kim. The Truth About the One Big Beautiful Bill Act’s Cuts to Medicaid and Medicare. CENTER FOR AMERICAN PROGRESS. (July 3, 2025) Available at https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-truth-about-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-acts-cuts-to-medicaid-and-medicare/ (last visited Aug. 27, 2025). ]  [87:  Gusdorf, Nathan. New York Will Lose $15.4 Billion Per Year Under The “One Big Beautiful Bill Act. FISCAL POLICY INSTITUTE. (June 4, 2025) Available at https://fiscalpolicy.org/new-york-will-lose-15-4-billion-per-year-under-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-act (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [88:  Jones, David R. GOP’s ‘Big Beautiful Bill’ Becomes Law and New York Will Pay the Price. COMMUNITY SERVICE SOCIETY OF NEW YORK. (July 17, 2025) Available at https://www.cssny.org/news/entry/gops-big-beautiful-bill-becomes-law-and-new-york-will-pay-the-priceNewMajority (last visited Aug. 27, 2025)(250% of the federal poverty level would be $39,000/yr for single individuals; $53,000/yr for two-person households; $67,000/yr for three-person households; and $80,000/yr for 4-person households). ]  [89:  David, Greg. What Trump’s ‘Big Beautiful’ Bill Means for NYC. THE CITY. (July 7, 2025) Available at https://www.thecity.nyc/2025/07/07/trump-budget-medicaid-food-stamps-local-impact/ (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [90:  Supra note 87.]  [91:  Health Provisions in the 2025 Federal Budget Reconciliation Law. KFF. (Aug. 22, 2025) Available at https://www.kff.org/medicaid/health-provisions-in-the-2025-federal-budget-reconciliation-law/#2ca666ac-5d15-4454-8973-241566e22bb5 (last visited Aug. 25, 2025).]  [92:  Lewis, Caroline. Gov. Hochul seeks to shrink eligibility for free health insurance, blaming GOP. GOTHAMIST. (Sept. 10, 2025) Available at https://gothamist.com/news/gov-hochul-seeks-to-shrink-eligibility-for-free-health-insurance-blaming-gop (last visited Sept. 11, 2025). ]  [93:  Id.]  [94:  Id.] 

A survey conducted by Public Health Solutions found that of New Yorkers with a household income under $60,000, roughly 71 percent are unlikely to be able to keep their insurance, and 64 percent of respondents reported that they would be unable to maintain their doctor visits under the new law.[footnoteRef:95] Overall, the Governor’s office expects 1.3 million New Yorkers to lose their coverage due to all these Medicaid changes.[footnoteRef:96] [95:  Supra note 88.]  [96:  Supra note 70.] 

Changes to Medicaid will also increase the administrative burden on applicants who are navigating the healthcare bureaucracy,[footnoteRef:97] including applicants covered under Medicaid expansion (under the Affordable Care Act states, including New York, opted-in to expand Medicaid coverage for non-disabled adults under 65 with incomes up to 138 percent of the federal poverty level).[footnoteRef:98] For example, beginning in January 2027, states will be required to conduct more frequent eligibility checks on beneficiaries of Medicaid expansion every six months, as opposed to the status quo of annual checks.[footnoteRef:99] [97:  Coffey, Amelia and Hahn, Heather. Medicaid Cuts in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act Leave 3 in 10 Young Adults Vulnerable to Losing Health Care Access. URBAN INSTITUTE. (Aug. 7, 2025) Available at https://www.urban.org/urban-wire/medicaid-cuts-one-big-beautiful-bill-act-leave-3-10-young-adults-vulnerable-losing (last visited Aug. 27, 2025). ]  [98:  How Medicaid ‘Expansion’ Changes Could Affect New York. EMPIRE CENTER. (May 2, 2025) Available at https://www.empirecenter.org/publications/how-medicaid-expansion-changes-could-affect-new-york/ (last visited Aug. 25, 2025).]  [99:  Supra note 90.] 

Furthermore, Public Law 119-21 institutes a work requirement for individuals to be eligible for Medicaid, creating an additional burden for enrollees to provide and the state to document proof that Medicaid beneficiaries are working, engaging in community service, or receiving work training for at least 80 hours per month (unless they qualify for an exemption).[footnoteRef:100] This work reporting requirement creates significant barriers to enrollment for individuals who experience difficulty with meeting such requirements due to disability or illness, or who do not have SSI or Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI).[footnoteRef:101] Not only will it cost the state an estimated $500 million to create and implement a mechanism to verify that Medicaid enrollees are eligible, but this new requirement will lead to scores of individuals who are eligible for Medicaid to lose coverage due to bureaucratic paperwork errors.[footnoteRef:102] In fact, a policy simulation by the Urban Institute estimates that between 743,000 and 846,000 adults in New York State receiving Medicaid through the expansion could lose coverage due to the expanded work requirements, based on coverage losses observed in Arkansas and New Hampshire which have prior Medicaid work requirements.[footnoteRef:103] [100:  Supra note 85.]  [101:  Id.]  [102:  Id.]  [103:  Karpman, Michael, et al. State-by-State Estimates of Medicaid Expansion Coverage Losses under a Federal Work Requirement. URBAN INSTITUTE. (Apr. 14, 2025) Available at https://www.urban.org/research/publication/state-state-estimates-medicaid-expansion-coverage-losses-under-federal-work (last visited Aug. 25, 2025).] 

As discussed earlier, the law also slashes funding for SNAP, which has been a crucial tool for improving nutritional health for vulnerable individuals.[footnoteRef:104] Individuals who experience food insecurity are at an increased risk for an range of adverse health conditions, including higher rates of chronic disease (such as obesity, diabetes, heart disease, and stroke), weakened immune systems which may increase susceptibility to infection, and adverse mental health outcomes.[footnoteRef:105] People who are able to access healthy food regularly—with or without SNAP assistance—exhibit better overall health, are better equipped to manage illness, and incur less healthcare costs.[footnoteRef:106] The funding cuts in Public Law 119-21 threaten programs like SNAP that supply regular access to healthy food, as well as initiatives aimed at improving housing security and healthcare access, all of which are social determinants of health that play a crucial role in improving overall health outcomes.[footnoteRef:107]  [104:  Healthy People 2030. Food Insecurity. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES. Available at https://odphp.health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health/literature-summaries/food-insecurity (last visited Aug. 27, 2025). ]  [105:  Demissew Beyene, Sisay. The Impact of Food Insecurity on Health Outcomes: Empirical Evidence From Sub-Saharan African Countries. BMC PUBLIC HEALTH. (Feb. 15, 2023) Available at https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-023-15244-3 (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [106:  Carlson, Steven and Llobrera, Joseph. SNAP Is Linked With Improved Health Outcomes and Lower Health Care Costs. CENTER ON BUDGET AND POLICY PRIORITIES. (Dec. 14, 2025) Available at https://www.cbpp.org/research/food-assistance/snap-is-linked-with-improved-health-outcomes-and-lower-health-care-costs (last visited Aug. 27, 2025). ]  [107:  Healthy People 2030. Social Determinants of Health. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES. Available at https://odphp.health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health (last visited Aug. 28, 2025).] 

In addition to the impacts on healthcare access for individuals, this law will have widespread effects on the state budget and the overall hospital system infrastructure.[footnoteRef:108] The state estimates roughly $8 billion in federal cuts targeting New York hospitals, along with an overall $13.5 billion hole in the state budget.[footnoteRef:109] The Greater New York Hospitals Association (GNYHA) has published estimates that across the state, 34,000 hospital jobs will be lost, and an additional 29,000 health-care related business jobs will be eliminated.[footnoteRef:110] Furthermore, the bill also institutes a $1 billion penalty for states like New York who offer Medicaid or Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) coverage for undocumented immigrants.[footnoteRef:111] New York’s Medicaid program will also be impacted by the loss of managed care organization (MCO) tax contributions, which could cost the state up to $1.6 billion in the current fiscal year.[footnoteRef:112] Prior to the passage of Public Law 119-21, New York funded a portion of its Medicaid program through the taxes paid by MCOs; this structure required authorization from the federal government, which is now rescinded.[footnoteRef:113] The annual $1.6 billion in funding from the MCO tax contributions had been used to support healthcare provider rate increases, keep financially distressed hospitals open, and support general Medicaid increases.[footnoteRef:114] Furthermore, hospital closures will be increasingly likely as Medicaid cuts exacerbate an already-dire situation for hospitals that are struggling financially; such closures could, in turn, create significant difficulties for individuals to access emergency care or maintain their preventive care if they have limited means of transportation.[footnoteRef:115]  [108:  Ives-Rublee, Mia and Musheno, Kim. The Truth About the One Big Beautiful Bill Act’s Cuts to Medicaid and Medicare. CENTER FOR AMERICAN PROGRESS. (July 3, 2025) Available at https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-truth-about-the-one-big-beautiful-bill-acts-cuts-to-medicaid-and-medicare/ (last visited Aug. 27, 2025).]  [109:  Supra note 87.]  [110:  Catastrophic Losses Across NYS. GREATER N.Y. HOSPITALS ASSOCIATION AND HEALTHCARE ASSOCIATION OF N.Y.S. (June, 2025) Available at https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2025-07/OBBBA-House-and-Senate-jobs-and-economic-impact-June-2025-FINAL.pdf (last visited Aug. 27, 2025). ]  [111:  Supra note 86.]  [112:  Id. ]  [113:  Id.]  [114:  Id.]  [115:  Supra note 85.] 

At the Executive Budget Hearing held by the Committees on Finance and Hospitals on May 22, 2025, Dr. Mitchell Katz, President and CEO of H+H offered testimony on the projected impacts of the federal bill.[footnoteRef:116] While the federal bill was not finalized and passed until July 3, 2025, much of the substance of Dr. Katz’s testimony is still applicable. At the hearing, Dr. Katz expressed his concerns that H+H would see tremendous federal cuts to Medicaid, the Essential Plan, and the state’s Healthcare Marketplace, leaving the state to shoulder much of the financial responsibility.[footnoteRef:117] In addition, Dr. Katz discussed the looming cuts to the federal Medicaid Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) program, a federal program which provides essential financial assistance to hospitals that care for vulnerable populations.[footnoteRef:118] DSH funds are generally directed to hospitals that experience a “Medicaid shortfall”, a situation in which Medicaid does not fully reimburse the hospital for the costs of providing care.[footnoteRef:119] While hospitals generally also receive state-directed payments to address Medicaid underpayments, Public Law 119-21 imposes limits on such state contributions, leading to the increased reliance of hospitals on DSH payments.[footnoteRef:120] Absent any action by Congress, the cuts to DSH payments are slated to begin on October 1, 2025.[footnoteRef:121] When asked how H+H would contend with the significant financial difficulties, Dr. Katz indicated that the hospital system would likely be forced to trim specialty care options in favor of maintaining primary care and general care practitioners who are able to offer a wider range of services.[footnoteRef:122]  [116:  Testimony before the NYC Council Committees on Finance and Hospitals, Executive Budget Hearing for FY26. (May 22, 2025) Available at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/MeetingDetail.aspx?ID=1302692&GUID=C02A9B09-AD3F-456C-8D6A-29B9836FEDD8.]  [117:  Id.]  [118:  Id.; Fact Sheet: Medicaid DSH Program. AMERICAN HOSPITAL ASSOCIATION. (July, 2025) Available at http://aha.org/fact-sheets/2023-03-28-fact-sheet-medicaid-dsh-program (last visited Aug. 27, 2025). ]  [119:  Id.]  [120:  Id.]  [121:  Supra note 115.]  [122:  Id.] 

III. LEGISLATIVE ANALYSIS
Int. 1225 - A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing an office of the census
	This legislation would amend the New York City Charter to establish an office of the census. The head of this office would be a director appointed by the Mayor no earlier than two years and six months before each federal decennial census and would continue to serve in that role for no more than six months after the U.S. Census Bureau data collection field operations end. The director would serve as a liaison between City and regional offices; identify hard to count areas, populations, and community leaders; carry out multilingual public awareness campaigns; and work with community leaders to promote awareness.
Int. 1364 – A Local Law to administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to monthly reporting by the director of management and budget on the status of all federal funding
This bill amends the administrative code to require the Director of Management and Budget to submit to the Mayor, the Speaker of the Council, and the chair of the relevant committee a monthly report regarding the status of federal funding to the City, City agencies, and not-for-profit corporations. The report would provide information on a list of items detailed in the law. Currently, the Office of Management and Budget does not publish or submit any up-to-date reports regarding all federal funding streams awarded-to, and used by, the City. The report required by this bill would provide Council Members and their constituents with a comprehensive picture of the role federal funding plays in the City, with the purpose of allowing them to prepare for any potential changes to federal funding streams.
Int.1372 - A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to limiting the household rent contribution for recipients of a rental assistance voucher
Under a new rule adopted by the Mayoral administration, beginning on September 13, households with earned income that have been using the CityFHEPS voucher for five years try to renew, will have to spend 40% of their income on rent, up from 30% previously. This bill would require that the rent contribution for CityFHEPS recipients not exceed 30 percent of the household’s total monthly income, regardless of whether the household receives public assistance or has earned income.[footnoteRef:123] [123:  68 RCNY § 10-06 (b)(1) and (e); see also NYC Rules. CityFHEPS and Pathway Home Rule Amendments. THE MAYOR’S OFFICE OF OPERATIONS. (Sept. 13, 2025) Available at https://rules.cityofnewyork.us/rule/cityfheps-and-pathway-home-rule-amendments/.] 
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Int. No. 1225

By Council Members Menin, Avilés, Dinowitz, Feliz, Brooks-Powers, Banks, Louis, Schulman, Abreu, Cabán, Gennaro, Zhuang, Ung, Hanif, Narcisse, Nurse, Hanks, Ayala, Marte, Moya, Gutiérrez, Joseph, Lee, Powers, Ossé, Won, Williams, Mealy, Brewer, Hudson, Stevens, Sanchez, Riley and the Public Advocate (Mr. Williams)

..Title
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing an office of the census
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 1 of the charter of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 20-r to read as follows: 
§ 20-r. Office of the census. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings: 
Director. The term “director” means the director of the office. 
Office. The term “office” means the office of the census.
Regional office. The term “regional office” means the New York regional office of the United States census bureau. 
b. Establishment of office. The mayor shall establish an office of the census. The office may be established as a standalone office or within any office of the mayor or within any department. The office shall be headed by a director, who shall be appointed by the mayor or, if the office is established within an agency other than the office of the mayor, by the head of such agency. 
c. Term. The mayor or such agency head as authorized by subdivision b of this section shall appoint a director no earlier than 2 years and 6 months before, and no later than 2 years before, each federal decennial census. The director's term shall end no later than 6 months after the United States census bureau ceases data collection field operations for the federal decennial census. The office shall conduct its business only during the director’s term.
d. Powers and duties. The director shall have the power and duty to:
1. To the extent requested or permitted by the regional office, serve as the primary liaison between the city and the regional office and collaborate with the regional office to encourage full participation by all city residents in completing the federal decennial census;
2. Identify hard to count areas, hard to count populations, and community leaders in such areas and populations by working with the department of city planning, mayor’s community affairs unit, mayor’s office of immigrant affairs, the mayor’s office of people with disabilities, the New York city housing authority and the New York city commission on human rights, and any other relevant agency; 
3. Create and carry out a multilingual public awareness campaign designed to raise awareness of the federal decennial census in hard to count areas and hard to count populations; and
4. Work with leaders from all sectors across the city, such as businesses, cultural and education institutions, religious and social organizations, community based organizations, labor unions, and disability advocacy groups, to develop and implement plans to promote awareness of the federal decennial census.
§ 2. This local law takes effect immediately.
LH
LS #16369
02/13/2025


DRAFT

DRAFT

DRAFT


25

Int. No. 1364

By Council Members Restler, Brannan and Hanif

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to monthly reporting by the director of management and budget on the status of all federal funding
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Chapter 4 of title 5 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 5-511 to read as follows:
§ 5-511 Monthly status report on federal funding. a. Definitions. For the purposes of this section the following terms have the following meanings:
Federal funding. The term “federal funding” means any funds awarded by grant or otherwise originating from the federal government and transferred to the city, a city agency, or a provider of city services or not-for-profit organization with whom the city has contracted to provide services.
Not-for-profit organization. The term “not-for-profit organization” means any corporation defined by article 1 of chapter 35 of the consolidated laws of New York, with whom the city contracts to provide services that provides such services wholly or in-part through federal funding.
Section 3 requirement. The term “section 3 requirement” means any funding awarded or received subject to the provisions of part 75 of subtitle A of title 24 of the code of federal regulations.
Flow through funds. The term “flow through funds” means any funding that originates by grant or otherwise from the federal government awarded to the state and subsequently disbursed to the city, city agencies, or not-for-profits in contract with the city.
b. No later than November 25, 2025, and monthly thereafter, the director of management and budget shall submit to the mayor, the speaker of the council, and chair of the governmental operations committee, in a machine readable format, a report on the status of all federal funding awarded, received, expected, or otherwise provided to the city for the prior month. The report shall include, but not be limited to, a table in which each row includes the following information and any additional information the director deems appropriate, set forth in separate columns:
1. The name of the federal source agency granting the federal funding;
2. The name of the federal funding source;
3. The dollar value of the relevant federal funding;
4. The city agency to whom the federal funding was awarded;
5. If the federal funding was awarded to the city and subsequently awarded by the city to a not-for-profit organization to execute the grant’s purpose, the name of such not-for-profit organization;
	6. The unit of appropriation in the city budget pursuant to the grant;
	7. The programmatic area to which the federal funding is directed;
8. Whether the agency or not-for-profit organization has already spent the awarded federal funding; 
9. Whether an agency or not-for-profit organization has been reimbursed for already-spent federal funding; and
10. Whether any such federal funding is subject to and in compliance with a section 3 requirement, and if so the total number of working hours attributable to meeting the section 3 requirements.
c. Where any flow through funds exist, the report shall include and set out such federal funding in the same manner as outlined in subdivision b. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 1372

By Council Members Ayala, Hudson and Cabán

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to limiting the household rent contribution for recipients of a rental assistance voucher
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:

Section 1. Section 21-145 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 102 for the year 2023, is amended by amending subdivision a and adding a new subdivision g to read as follows:
§ 21-145 Use of rental assistance vouchers. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Applicant. The term “applicant” means an individual or family applying for a rental assistance voucher.
Drop-in center. The term “drop-in center” means a facility operated by the department of homeless services or a provider under contract or similar agreement with such department that provides single adults with hot meals, showers, laundry facilities, clothing, medical care, recreational space, employment referrals, or housing placement services, but not overnight housing.
Experiencing homelessness. The term “experiencing homelessness” means: (i) residing in a city-administered shelter; (ii) working with a department of homeless services or department of youth and community development outreach team while receiving services in a safe haven, stabilization bed, drop-in center, or runaway and homeless youth services; or (iii) receiving case management services from a provider under contract with the department of homeless services.
FHEPS. The term “FHEPS” means the family homelessness and eviction prevention supplement program described in section 131-bb of the social services law.
Gross income. The term “gross income” has the same meaning as provided in subdivision (t) of section 10-01 of title 68 of the rules of the city of New York.
Homeless young adult. The term “homeless young adult” has the same meaning as provided in section 532-a of the executive law.
Homeless youth. The term “homeless youth” has the same meaning as provided in section 532-a of the executive law and includes homeless young adults.
Household. The term “household” means an individual or family in receipt of [CityFHEPS or any successor program] a rental assistance voucher.
Household at risk of eviction. The term “household at risk of eviction” means an individual or family that has received: (i) a written demand for rent payment or a predicate holdover notice pursuant to sections 711 or 713 of the real property actions and proceedings law; or (ii) a notice of non-renewal of residential tenancy pursuant to section 226-c of the real property law.
Household rent contribution. The term “household rent contribution” means the percent of income that a household in receipt of a rental assistance voucher contributes toward the rent of an apartment or a single room occupancy.
Income eligible. The term “income eligible” means an applicant: (i) whose total gross income does not exceed 50 percent of the area median income, as defined by the federal department of housing and urban development; (ii) who, if eligible, has applied for public assistance and, if approved for such assistance, is in receipt of such assistance; (iii) who is in compliance with public assistance requirements, if applicable; (iv) who has applied for and accepted any federal or state housing benefits for which such applicant is eligible, including section 8 or the rental assistance program described in chapter 9 of title 68 of the rules of the city of New York, regarding the human resources administration home tenant-based rental assistance program, or a successor provision; (v) who is ineligible for FHEPS; and (vi) who has not previously received a rental assistance voucher, except an applicant who meets the requirements of subdivision (d) of section 10-08 of title 68 of the rules of the city of New York, regarding restoration of rental assistance vouchers for certain households, or a successor provision.
Maximum rental allowances. The term “maximum rental allowances” means the maximum rent toward which rental assistance vouchers may be applied.
Public assistance. The term “public assistance” means benefits, including, but not limited to, monthly grants and shelter allowances issued under the family assistance program pursuant to section 349 of the social services law or the safety net assistance program pursuant to section 159 of the social services law.
Rental assistance voucher. The term “rental assistance voucher” means [any city-initiated rental housing subsidy for homeless families and individuals.] rent payments made pursuant to chapter 10 of title 68 of the rules of the city of New York or any other city-initiated rental housing subsidy for households at risk of eviction or families and individuals residing in shelter.
Runaway youth. The term “runaway youth” has the same meaning as provided in section 532-a of the executive law.
Runaway and homeless youth services. The term “runaway and homeless youth services” has the same meaning as provided in section 21-401.
Safe haven. The term “safe haven” means a facility operated by the department of homeless services or a provider under contract or similar agreement with such department that provides low-threshold, harm-reduction housing to chronic street homeless individuals, who are referred to such facilities through a department of homeless services outreach program, without the obligation of entering into other supportive and rehabilitative services in order to reduce barrier to temporary housing.
Section 8. The term “section 8” means the housing choice voucher program administered pursuant to section 982.1 of title 24 of the code of federal regulations.
Shelter. The term “shelter” means temporary emergency housing provided to homeless adults, adult families, families with children, and runaway and homeless youth by the city or a provider under contract or similar agreement with the city.
Shelter allowance. The term “shelter allowance” means financial assistance provided by the department for the purposes of paying rent on an ongoing basis in accordance with section 131-a of the social services law.
Stabilization beds. The term “stabilization bed” means city-administered facilities that provide a short-term housing option for an individual experiencing homelessness while such individual works with a department of homeless services outreach team to locate a more permanent housing option.
Utility allowance. The term “utility allowance” means a monthly allowance for utility services, excluding cable, internet, and telephone services, paid by a subsidized housing tenant.
g. Household rent contribution amount. Household rent contribution shall not exceed 30 percent of the household’s total monthly gross income at the time of approval or renewal, regardless of whether such household receives public assistance. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 90 days after it becomes law.
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