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INTRODUCTION NO. 198: 	By Council Members Salamanca, Cabán, Stevens, Hanif, Won, Restler, Krishnan, Nurse, Abreu, Sanchez, Powers, Gennaro and Riley

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to requiring the department of education to stock opioid antagonists in all school buildings

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends Title 21-A by adding a new chapter

INTRODUCTION NO. 354: 	By Council Members Riley, Ung, Louis, Hanif, Menin, Avilés, Rivera, Moya, De La Rosa, Restler, Gutiérrez, Abreu, Won, Barron, Richardson Jordan, Schulman, Williams, Farías and Sanchez

TITLE:	A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing an office of continuing education and adult literacy

CHARTER:	Amends Chapter 1 by adding a new section

RESOLUTION NO. 83:	By Council Members Gennaro, Lee, Joseph, Hanif, Ung, Won, Dinowitz, Cabán, Farías, Stevens, Abreu, Ossé, Williams, De La Rosa, Krishnan, Hudson, Gutiérrez, Schulman, Avilés, Rivera, Nurse, Bottcher, Riley, Yeger, Sanchez, Carr and Vernikov

TITLE:	Resolution calling upon the Mayor's office and New York City Department of Education to recognize and observe the important Sikh holiday, Vaisakhi, on April 13 each year

INTRODUCTION
On April 19, 2023, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Rita Joseph, will hold an oversight hearing on “District 79 and Adult Education.” Additionally, the Committee will hear Introduction Number (“Int. No.”) 198, sponsored by Council Member Rafael Salamanca, Jr., in relation to requiring the department of education to stock opioid antagonists in all school buildings; Int. No. 354, sponsored by Council Member Kevin Riley, in relation to establishing an office of continuing education and adult literacy; and Resolution Number (“Res. No.”) 83, sponsored by Council Member James Gennaro, calling upon the Mayor's office and New York City Department of Education to recognize and observe the important Sikh holiday, Vaisakhi, on April 13 each year. Witnesses invited to testify include representatives from the New York City (“NYC” or “City”) Department of Education (DOE) as well as students, parents, educators, unions, advocates and other interested stakeholders.
BACKGROUND
The DOE’s District 79 (D79) is an “Alternative Schools District” established to “help students with an array of challenges succeed by providing diverse and innovative educational opportunities that combine rigorous academic instruction with meaningful youth development.”[footnoteRef:2] Within District 79, there are 11 schools and programs that, according to its mission, “provide each student with personalized learning experiences and support systems they need to achieve success in school and beyond.”[footnoteRef:3] Such schools and programming include the following, which are subsequently described in detail in this Committee Report: [2:   See Footnote 2, page 2, New York City Department of Correction, Model Education Programs for Rikers Dischargees: Supportive Basic Skills Program, Program Review Summary, accessed 4/13/23 at https://www.nyc.gov/assets/opportunity/pdf/foia_prr.pdf. ]  [3:  DOE Website, “District 79, D79 Vision and Mission” (n.d.), accessed 4/13/23 at https://sites.google.com/d-79.com/nyc-doe-district-79/d79-vision-and-mission. ] 

· Adult Education
· Alternate Learning Centers
· Coop Tech
· East River Academy
· Judith S. Kaye High School
· LYFE: Living for the Young Family
· Passages Academy
· Pathways to Graduation
· Referral Centers for High School Alternatives
· ReStart Academy
· Young Adult Borough Centers[footnoteRef:4] [4:  DOE Website, “District 79,” accessed 4/13/23 at https://sites.google.com/d-79.com/nyc-doe-district-79/home. ] 


D79 PROGRAMMING
The following D79 programs provide alternative educational services to over 50,000 students aged 6 weeks to 96 years old throughout NYC.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  District 79 Website, accessed April 12, 2023 at https://sites.google.com/d-79.com/nyc-doe-district-79/home. ] 

Adult Education
The DOE’s Adult Education (Adult Ed) “programs provide more than 900 tuition-free classes for eligible students … 21 years and older who have not earned a U.S. high school diploma or equivalency[.]”[footnoteRef:6] Classes are offered in: Adult Basic Education (ABE); Career and Technical Education (CTE); High School Equivalency (HSE) preparation; and English for Speakers of other Languages (ESOL).[footnoteRef:7] [6:  DOE Website, “Adult Education (Ages 21+),” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/other-ways-to-graduate/adult-education. ]  [7:  Id. ] 

ABE basic education classes serve students with lower literacy levels in reading and math to prepare them for the higher level HSE classes.[footnoteRef:8] HSE classes prepare students for the GED test, which is the new HSE exam in New York State (NYS), replacing the TASC Test as of January 1, 2022.[footnoteRef:9] Although eligibility for Adult Ed programs is generally for those without a U.S. high school diploma or equivalency, some CTE classes also have limited space for adults who already have HSE diplomas.[footnoteRef:10] Further, some CTE classes may actually require a high school diploma or equivalent, and in those cases students can dually enroll in ABE classes.[footnoteRef:11]  [8:  Id.]  [9:  NYS Education Department Website, “High School Equivalency (HSE),” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://www.acces.nysed.gov/hse/high-school-equivalency-hse. ]  [10:  DOE Website, “Adult Education (Ages 21+),” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/other-ways-to-graduate/adult-education.]  [11:  Id.] 

Applicants who do not have documentation of their immigration status can enroll in courses, as students do not need social security numbers or documents to take ESOL, ABE or HSE classes.[footnoteRef:12] However, students who wish to register for a CTE class leading to certification and job placement may need to give a social security number or other documents to verify their identity.[footnoteRef:13] Additionally, students who have a high school diploma or college degree from another country can still take DOE Adult Ed classes.[footnoteRef:14] [12:  Id., see “Frequently Asked Questions.”]  [13:  Id.]  [14:  Id.] 

The DOE’s Adult Ed programs offer morning, afternoon and evening classes, Monday through Saturday, at more than 175 sites in all five boroughs, including public schools, community centers and faith-based organizations.[footnoteRef:15] Students are welcome to take classes at any site, regardless of the borough in which they live.[footnoteRef:16] While all classes are tuition-free, students may be required to pay associated fees for textbooks, certification exams and/or uniforms for specific classes.[footnoteRef:17] In order to enroll in any of DOE’s Adult Ed programs, prospective students must visit one of the Adult Ed Enrollment Hubs open Monday-Thursday.[footnoteRef:18] [15:  Id.]  [16:  Id.]  [17:  Id.]  [18:  Id.] 

At one time, the DOE included data on Adult Ed enrollment and student demographics on their website, but no longer publishes this information. According to data released by the DOE in 2016, more than 40,000 students were enrolled in Adult Ed programs, of which over 80% were low-income and two-thirds were women.[footnoteRef:19] At that time, 60% of enrolled adults were reading below the 6th grade reading level, and just 9% read above the 11th grade reading level.[footnoteRef:20] Furthermore, 78% of adult students enrolled at that time were born outside of the U.S., and 51% were at an ESOL beginning literacy level.[footnoteRef:21] [19:  See NYC Council Education Committee Report, “Oversight - Adult Education Programs and Adult Literacy,” September 20, 2017, p.12, accessed at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3130116&GUID=EB8B1CEA-D6AD-481E-B080-FD96ADA8C41B&Options=Advanced&Search. ]  [20:  Id.]  [21:  Id.] 

The most recent data available is from the 2020-21 school year, during the COVID-19 pandemic, when DOE reported an enrollment of 13,261 students in Adult Ed programs (out of 15,177 applicants).[footnoteRef:22] Of these 13,261 students, 5,354 (40%) were in ESOL classes; 5,884 (44%) were in ABE classes; 1,834 (14%) were in HSE classes; and 189 (2%) were in CTE classes.[footnoteRef:23] To serve the student population at that time, DOE reported that they offered 306 ESOL classes; 165 ABE classes; 110 HSE classes; and 20 CTE classes.[footnoteRef:24] [22:  NYC Council website, Fiscal Year 2021 Budget: Terms and Conditions, “Department of Education – Adult Literacy Report (1 of 1) XLSX” accessed at Department of Education – Adult Literacy Report (1 of 1) XLSX.]  [23:  Id.]  [24:  Id.] 

In addition to DOE, adult education and adult literacy programs in NYC are also provided by the City University of New York (CUNY), public libraries and NYC’s Department of Youth & Community Development, which contracts with community based organizations to provide these classes in local communities.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  See NYC Council Education Committee Report, “Oversight - Experience of New Yorkers Enrolled in Adult Education and Adult Literacy Programs,” February 26, 2020, p.18, accessed at https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4331624&GUID=ACC061F9-D425-4784-8C07-EFB717935945&Options=Advanced&Search. ] 

Alternate Learning Centers 
Alternate Learning Centers (ALCs) serve middle and high school students on Superintendent’s Suspension.[footnoteRef:26] Through instructional, social and emotional programming, ALCs 1) Promote pro-social beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors in students; 2) Offer a core academic program; 3) Provide intervention measures that build students’ capacity to return to school; 4) Help students to be more productive and engaged members of their school communities; and 5) Support students and families with the transition back to regular middle and high schools.[footnoteRef:27] [26:  DOE Website, “District 79: Alternate Learning Centers,” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://infohub.nyced.org/in-our-schools/programs/district-79/alternate-learning-centers. ]  [27:  Id.] 

ALCs are organized by borough, with each borough having 6-8 sites, totaling 34 sites citywide.[footnoteRef:28] Each ALC site serves a maximum of 80 students and provides an assistant principal, core-subject area teachers in English, Math, Social Studies, and Science, a Special Education teacher, an educational paraprofessional, a guidance counselor/social worker, and a school aide.[footnoteRef:29] Additionally, each borough ALC has a supervising principal, a school secretary and a citywide parent coordinator.[footnoteRef:30] [28:  Id.]  [29:  Id.]  [30:  Id.] 

The School of Cooperative Technical Education (Co-op Tech)
	Students who are enrolled in academic courses in another DOE program or have graduated with a high school diploma or equivalent can receive half-day and technical training through Co-op tech.[footnoteRef:31] Co-op Tech’s mission is “to provide students with the opportunity to learn both the traditional trades along with a variety of state-of-the-art technology courses,” in order to “develop the skills to become independent, self-supporting, lifelong learners in an increasingly complex and technologically based society.”[footnoteRef:32]  [31:  DOE Website, “District 79,” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://infohub.nyced.org/in-our-schools/programs/district-79. ]  [32:  Coop Tech Website, accessed April 12, 2023 at http://www.co-optech.org/. ] 

Co-op Tech serves approximately 1,500 students ages 17-21 years old[footnoteRef:33] in various program areas, including automated services, construction and building trades, culinary, electrical, health services, information technology and unisex styling.[footnoteRef:34] Students are able to participate in DOE’s Work Based Learning Program and upon recommendation, some students can participate in paid internships with one of Coop-Tech’s intern partnership sites.[footnoteRef:35] A list of participating partners is available on the Co-op tech website.[footnoteRef:36] [33:  Coop Tech Website, “About Us,” accessed April 12, 2023 at http://www.co-optech.org/about.html. ]  [34:  Coop Tech Website, accessed April 12, 2023 at http://www.co-optech.org/.]  [35:  Coop Tech Website, “About Us,” accessed April 12, 2023 at http://www.co-optech.org/about.html.]  [36:  Id.] 

Court-Involved Youth
Through D79, DOE operates 3 educational programs for students who are arrested and detained or incarcerated: Passages Academy, East River Academy and ReStart Academy, described as follows:
· Passages Academy operates in collaboration with the NYC Administration for Childrens’ Services, Division of Youth and Family Justice, and Office of Youth and Family Development to provide educational instruction and counseling to students 16 years old and younger who are detained, both in secure and non-secure facilities.[footnoteRef:37] Middle school students attending Passages Academy must be given grade-level work and be able to take citywide exams for promotion, while high school students are required to take State Regents exams.[footnoteRef:38] [37:  Passages Academy Website, accessed April 12, 2023 at https://www.passagesacademy.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=2844273&type=d&pREC_ID=2323311. ]  [38:  Advocates for Children, “Court-Involved Students,” February 2019, accessed at https://www.advocatesforchildren.org/sites/default/files/library/court_involved_youth_guide.pdf?pt=1.] 


· East River Academy serves students 18 years old and older, with no maximum age requirement, who are detained or serving time on Rikers Island. Students ages 18-21 (or 18-22 if they receive special education services) are entitled to educational services and must “opt in” to receive such services.[footnoteRef:39] The academic programming at East River Academy is designed to support students with achieving a high school diploma or a HSE diploma.[footnoteRef:40] [39:  East River Academy Website, accessed April 12, 2023 at https://sites.google.com/d-79.com/east-river-academy-home/home. ]  [40:  Id.] 


· ReStart Academy provides transitional services for students ages 13 through 21 who reside in temporary or involuntary settings, such as substance-abuse day and residential treatment centers, mental or behavioral treatment centers and social services agencies.[footnoteRef:41] Restart has 20 locations throughout the five boroughs and upstate New York that accommodates students on middle school, high school and HSE tracks.[footnoteRef:42] [41:  DOE Website, “School Life: Court-Involved Youth,” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/special-situations/court-involved-youth. ]  [42:  ReStart Academy Website, “About Us,” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://www.restartacademy.org/About-ReStart-Academy. ] 

Judith S. Kaye Transfer High School 
Judith S. Kaye Transfer High School (JSK) is a transfer school that serves students ages 16-21 who are preparing for high school, HSE or a trade certification.[footnoteRef:43] Transfer high schools are small, full-time high schools designed to re-engage students ages 16–21 years old who have dropped out or fallen behind in credits.[footnoteRef:44] There are 2 JSK sites—one in Manhattan and one in Queens. Both schools are co-located with Co-op Tech and students can earn a regents or HSE diploma, along with career and technical certificates at Co-op Tech.[footnoteRef:45] Through classes, program services and partnerships, students receive interpersonal and post-secondary skill development, extracurricular activities, learning to work internships and career and college readiness.[footnoteRef:46] A list of participating partners is available on the JSK website.[footnoteRef:47] [43:  DOE Website, “District 79,” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://infohub.nyced.org/in-our-schools/programs/district-79.]  [44:  DOE Website, “Learn About Other Ways to Graduate: Transfer High Schools,” accessed April 14, 2023 at https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/other-ways-to-graduate/learn-about-other-ways-to-graduate. ]  [45:  JSK Website, accessed April 12, 2023 at https://www.jskhigh.org/. ]  [46:  JSK Website, “Programs & Partnerships,” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://www.jskhigh.org/programs-partnerships. ]  [47:  Id.] 

Living for the Young Family through Education 
The Living for the Young Family through Education (LYFE) program is available to student parents, providing them with access to free high-quality early childhood education, while also giving them support to help graduate from high school or complete their HSE.[footnoteRef:48] LYFE has over 30 locations co-located in high schools across NYC and serves over 600 children ages 6 weeks to 4 years old.[footnoteRef:49]  [48:  DOE Website, “District 79,” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://infohub.nyced.org/in-our-schools/programs/district-79. ]  [49:  LYFE Website, “About Us: Our Mission,” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://lyfenyc.org/about-us/who-we-are-what-we-do/. ] 

Pathways to Graduation 
With over 90 locations citywide, Pathways to Graduation (P2G) is a full-time free program that helps students ages 17-21 earn a HSE diploma.[footnoteRef:50] Classes are offered in diverse settings, including hospitals, non-profits, community centers and high school buildings.[footnoteRef:51] In addition, P2G partners with organizations like Opportunities for a Better Tomorrow, YMCA, The Door and CUNY.[footnoteRef:52] [50:  P2G Website, “About,” accessed April 12, 2023 at http://p2g.nyc/about/. ]  [51:  P2G Website, “About: FAQs,” accessed April 12, 2023 at http://p2g.nyc/faqs/ ]  [52:  P2G Website, “About,” accessed April 12, 2023 at http://p2g.nyc/about/.] 

Young Adult Borough Centers 
	Over 20 Young Adult Borough Centers (YABCs) citywide provide part-time afternoon and evening programs designed to meet the educational needs of high school students who are behind in credit or have adult responsibilities that make it hard to attend school during the day.[footnoteRef:53] Students graduating from YABCs receive a diploma from their home school after they have earned all their credits and passed all their required exams while attending the YABC.[footnoteRef:54] [53:  DOE Website, “Enrollment: Young Adult Borough Centers,” accessed April 12, 2023 at https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/other-ways-to-graduate/young-adult-borough-centers. ]  [54:  Id.] 

D79 Demographics
The following graphs provide a demographic breakdown of students attending D79 schools during the 2021-22 school year:[footnoteRef:55] [55:  NYC Open Data, “Education: 2017-18 – 2021-22 Demographic Snapshot,” June 16, 2022, accessed at https://data.cityofnewyork.us/Education/2017-18-2021-22-Demographic-Snapshot/c7ru-d68s. Note: the graphs above do not include enrollment in Adult Education, ALCs and LYFE programs. ] 
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ISSUES & CONCERNS
The Committee is concerned about the performance outcomes of students in D79 schools, as certain vulnerable populations are overrepresented in D79 programs—including male, Black, and Native American students, as well as students with disabilities and students experiencing poverty.[footnoteRef:56] Furthermore, the Committee is interested in learning more about how the pandemic has impacted D79 programming and how programs are supporting new-arrival migrant families experiencing hardship and interrupted learning. [56:  Id.] 

CONCLUSION
At this hearing, the Committee is interested in an overview of the programming offered through D79 as well as evaluative data that the DOE has collected and used to judge the success of these programs. The Committee also seeks an understanding of what support the DOE needs to continue and, if warranted, to expand these programs and whether there are obstacles to potential expansion.
BILL ANALYSIS
Int. No. 198 - A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to requiring the department of education to stock opioid antagonists in all school buildings

This bill would mandate that the department of education stock opioid antagonists (generic name Naloxone; brand name Narcan) in all school buildings.
Int. No. 354 - A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing an office of continuing education and adult literacy

This bill would create the Office of Continuing Education and Adult Literacy. The Office would be responsible for coordinating and promoting adult educational and literacy services within the five boroughs, including, but not limited to, adult educational programming for the immigrant community, wraparound services for adults pursuing education, resources and programs to enhance digital and technological literacy, and classes to help with basic language and education exams required to advance in careers.


Int. No. 198

By Council Members Salamanca, Cabán, Stevens, Hanif, Won, Restler, Krishnan, Nurse, Abreu, Sanchez, Powers, Gennaro and Riley

..title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York in relation to requiring the department of education to stock opioid antagonists in all school buildings
..Body
 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
 

2

17

                     Section 1. The administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new chapter 21 to title 21-A to read as follows:
Chapter 29. Opioid Overdose Prevention
§ 21-2901 a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the following meanings:
Opioid antagonist. The term “opioid antagonist” means naloxone or other medication approved by the federal food and drug administration and the New York state department of health that, when administered, negates or neutralizes in whole or in part the pharmacological effects of an opioid in the human body.
School building. The term “school building” means any facility that is leased by the department or over which the department has care, custody and control, in which there is a public school, including a charter school.
b. The department shall stock opioid antagonists in all school buildings pursuant to section 922 of the education law. 
§ 2. This local law takes effect 60 days after it becomes law.
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Int. No. 354

By Council Members Riley, Ung, Louis, Hanif, Menin, Avilés, Rivera, Moya, De La Rosa, Restler, Gutiérrez, Abreu, Won, Barron, Richardson Jordan, Schulman, Williams, Farías and Sanchez

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing an office of continuing education and adult literacy
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1. Chapter 1 of the New York city charter is amended by adding a new section 20-o to read as follows:
§ 20-o Office of continuing education and adult literacy. a. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the term “director” means the director of the office of continuing education and adult literacy.
b. The mayor shall establish an office of continuing education and adult literacy. Such office may, but need not, be established in the executive office of the mayor and may be established as a separate office, within any other office of the mayor or within any department, the head of which is appointed by the mayor. Such office shall be headed by a director who shall be appointed by the mayor. 
c. Powers and duties. The director shall have the power and duty to:
1. Liaise and collaborate with relevant offices in the executive office of the mayor and with agencies including, but not limited to, the department of youth and community development, the human resources administration, the department of education, the department of correction, the city university of New York and the mayor’s office of immigrant affairs in coordinating and promoting adult educational and adult literacy opportunities and programming within the five boroughs;
2. Refer and facilitate connection to wraparound services for adults pursuing continued education including, but not limited to, childcare, transportation, mental, social and emotional support and meals;
3. Liaise with providers of adult and continuing education services and coordinate among such providers to maximize the number of low-income city residents who have knowledge of and access to adult education and literacy services in the city;
4. Promote adult English language and literacy services and programming for immigrant communities within such communities; 
5. Coordinate and promote resources and programming to increase digital and technological literacy in adults; and
6. Provide information about and promote training programs, classes and relevant adult education services offered by providers to help prepare adults for basic education, language and any such related tests meant to help adults qualify for and advance in the workforce, including, but not limited to, career-related English language tests and high school equivalency exams.
c. The director, in consultation with any agencies identified by the mayor, shall engage in outreach and education efforts, including the creation of relevant informational materials, to inform adults about adult education programs within the city and about the services offered by the office of continuing education and adult literacy.	
§ 2. This local law takes effect 120 days after it becomes law.
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Res. No. 83

..Title
Resolution calling upon the Mayor's office and New York City Department of Education to recognize and observe the important Sikh holiday, Vaisakhi, on April 13 each year.
..Body

By Council Members Gennaro, Lee, Joseph, Hanif, Ung, Won, Dinowitz, Cabán, Farías, Stevens, Abreu, Ossé, Williams, De La Rosa, Krishnan, Hudson, Gutiérrez, Schulman, Avilés, Rivera, Nurse, Bottcher, Riley, Yeger, Sanchez, Carr and Vernikov
 
Whereas, Sikhism is a religion and philosophy founded in the Punjab region of the Indian subcontinent in the late 15th century; and
Whereas, There are an estimated 25-30 million adherents of Sikhism, called Sikhs, worldwide according to various sources, including the Encyclopedia Britannica and BBC News, making it the world's fifth-largest organized religion; and
Whereas, Sikhs first came to the United States in the late 1800s according to the Sikh Coalition, a national organization based in New York City; and
Whereas, The U.S. Census Bureau does not collect data on religious affiliation, so there is no official U.S. government data on the number of Sikhs in this country, but estimates of the number of Sikhs in the U.S. today range from 500,000 to 700,000, according to the Sikh Coalition and the Sikh American Legal Defense and Education Fund (SALDEF), a national civil rights and educational organization based in Washington, DC; and
Whereas, Although there is no official count of Sikhs in New York City, the Sikh Coalition estimated the City’s Sikh population at approximately 50,000 in 2007, while a representative with United Sikhs, a U.N. affiliated, international non-profit, humanitarian relief, education and advocacy organization headquartered in New York, estimated the number of Sikhs in the City at around 80,000 in 2010, with the largest concentration of 50,000 to 60,000 in Richmond Hill, Queens alone; and
Whereas, Sikh New Yorkers have contributed to this City for many decades but have received very little recognition of their efforts as a group or of their faith; and
Whereas, For example, unlike holidays of other groups, such as the Christian holiday of Easter, the Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur, the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Fitr and the East Asian Lunar New Year, the Sikh holiday of Vaisakhi is not widely known or recognized; and
Whereas, According to the British Broadcasting Corporation, Vaisakhi—the Sikh New Year festival, usually celebrated on April 13 or 14—started as a harvest festival in the Punjabi region of northern India and marks the start of the Punjabi New Year; and
Whereas, Vaisakhi is also a day to celebrate 1699—the year when Sikhism was born as a collective faith—and is one of the most important dates in the Sikh calendar; and
Whereas, In reality, most New Yorkers and other Americans know little to nothing about Sikhs or Sikhism, and this lack of awareness and understanding has contributed to an increase in bias incidents and hate crimes against Sikhs according to the Sikh Coalition; and 
Whereas, According to data compiled by the Sikh Coalition, Sikhs are among the nation’s most-targeted religious groups and are hundreds of times more likely than their fellow Americans to experience hate crimes because of their distinct appearance, including the wearing of turbans; and
Whereas, In particular, a wave of hate began in the immediate aftermath of the 9/11 attacks in 2001, with over 300 cases of violence and discrimination against Sikh Americans throughout the U.S. in the first month after 9/11 documented by the Sikh Coalition; and 
Whereas, Since then, the Sikh Coalition has received thousands of reports from the Sikh community about hate crimes, workplace discrimination, school bullying, and racial and religious profiling; and
Whereas, More recently, in April 2021, four Sikhs were killed in a mass shooting at a FedEx facility in Indianapolis, as reported by the Associated Press and other media outlets; and
Whereas, Promoting greater awareness and understanding of Sikhs and their religious practices and traditions may help to reduce the number of bias-based incidents and bullying; and
Whereas, New York City has a history of recognizing and celebrating its diverse ethnic communities and the Mayor's office can play a major role in promoting greater awareness and appreciation of Sikhs by designating April 13 to recognize Vaisakhi and celebrate Sikh heritage; and
Whereas, For example, while Sikhs do celebrate Vaisakhi with a parade, it is not widely recognized or televised like the St. Patrick’s, Columbus or Puerto Rican Day parades, nor are alternate side of the street parking regulations suspended as is the case for Lunar New Year, Eid al-Fitr, Diwali and most major Christian and Jewish holidays; and
Whereas, Schools can also play an important role in raising awareness and understanding of Sikhs and helping to reduce bias and bullying; and
Whereas, A 2008 report by the Sikh Coalition based on a survey of Sikhs in New York City found that half of the City’s Sikh students reported being teased or harassed because of their Sikh identity and, among those who wear turbans or patkas, 3 out of 5 Sikh children had been harassed and verbally or physically abused; and
Whereas, Currently, the New York City Department of Education (DOE) permits students to take an excused absence for religious observances such as Vaisakhi and, similarly, allows employees time off for religious observance, but there is no other acknowledgement of Sikh students or employees; and
Whereas, The DOE is shifting to a new educational strategy called “culturally responsive-sustaining education (CR-SE)” which is a cultural view of learning in which multiple forms of diversity, including nationality and religion, “are recognized, understood, and regarded as indispensable sources of knowledge for rigorous teaching and learning”; and
Whereas, Additionally, the DOE is investing $202 million in FY22 to develop a rigorous, inclusive, and affirming curriculum by fall 2023 called the Universal Mosaic Curriculum; and
Whereas, It is critically important that the DOE include discussion and awareness of the Sikh culture, traditions and religious observances, especially Vaisakhi, into their CR-SE and Universal Mosaic Curriculum, since it is one of the most historically significant days of the year for Sikhs, and it provides an excellent opportunity for education during the month of April; and
Whereas, Both the Mayor's office and the DOE can play a critical role in raising awareness and understanding of Sikhs and helping to reduce bias, bullying and hate crimes against them; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls upon the Mayor's office and New York City Department of Education to recognize and observe the important Sikh holiday, Vaisakhi, on April 13 each year.
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