Res. No. 203

..Title
Resolution calling on the United States Congress to Pass, and the President to Sign, S. 4787/H.R. 8685, the “Afghan Adjustment Act,” which would provide a pathway to permanent legal status for evacuees from Afghanistan
..Body

By Council Members Hanif and Louis
Whereas, More than one million United States service members, frontline civilians, intelligence community staff, and aid workers served the interests of the United States on the ground in Afghanistan from 2001 to 2021; and
Whereas, United States forces withdrew from Kabul on August 31, 2021, leaving behind thousands of allies who believed in the idea of America, endangered their own lives to stand with us, and are now at risk; and
Whereas, Thousands of Afghans, including those who aided the United States and its allies, civil rights defenders, and political activists were forced to flee their country when U.S. forces withdrew from Afghanistan; and
Whereas, According to the International Rescue Committee 76,000 men, women, and children fleeing Afghanistan after the withdrawal of U.S. forces were brought to the United States under humanitarian parole and have only temporary permission to stay in the country with no path to citizenship; and 
Whereas, Veterans, frontline civilians, and a cross-section of American volunteers are calling on the United States government to meet its commitments to offer safety to the Afghans who stood with us over our twenty-year conflict; and
Whereas, The groups demanding that we meet our commitment to the Afghans that stood with us have been working with the United States government to continue relocations of our allies; and
Whereas, The bipartisan Afghan Adjustment Act was introduced in both the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate in August 2022; and
Whereas, The United States has passed similar legislation in the wake of previous wartime evacuations including after America’s withdrawal from Vietnam and after the U.S. military actions in Iraq; and
Whereas, More than 76% of Americans believe we have an obligation to aid Afghan allies in their relocation; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of the City of New York calls on the United States Congress to pass, and the President to Sign, S. 4787/H.R. 8685, The Afghan Adjustment Act, which would provide a pathway to permanent legal status for evacuees from Afghanistan.  
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