New York City Council 
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int 0599-2026

Prime Sponsors:
Council Members Hudson, Ossé

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to affordable housing lottery processes

Submitted by:
Council Member Hudson

Justification:
This legislation establishes clear, uniform standards for New York City’s affordable housing lottery process to ensure transparency, fairness, and meaningful access for applicants. While the affordable housing lottery is often the primary pathway for low- and moderate-income New Yorkers to secure stable housing, applicants frequently face unclear communications, arbitrary rejections, and limited opportunities to correct errors or appeal decisions.

The bill requires the Department of Housing Preservation and Development to promulgate rules governing affordable housing lotteries, including mandatory written notifications at every stage of the process, minimum timeframes for applicants to respond to requests or cure deficiencies, and detailed explanations when an application or appeal is denied. It also strengthens accountability by mandating marketing agent training, prohibiting discriminatory or irrelevant screening practices, limiting the use of credit scores, and requiring the review of all lawful income sources.

By formalizing appeal and complaint processes and ensuring consistent oversight of marketing agents, this legislation protects applicants from unfair denials and restores trust in the affordable housing system. Ultimately, the bill promotes equity and transparency while helping ensure that affordable housing units are allocated based on clear standards rather than opaque or exclusionary practices.





