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          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Good morning,

          3  everyone.  I am Kendall Stewart, I am the Chair of

          4  the Committee on Immigration, and I would like to

          5  welcome you all to today's hearing on the "Impact of

          6  Recently Passed and Proposed Federal Immigration

          7  Legislation on Immigrant New Yorkers."

          8                 First I would like to recognize

          9  Committee members Charles Barron and Annabell Palma.

         10    I thank you for being here today.  I would also

         11  like to thank all the representatives of groups

         12  working throughout the City to help immigrant New

         13  Yorkers who have come to express their views.

         14                 Today, we will ask what impact

         15  recently proposed and enacted federal legislation

         16  will have on New York's immigrant communities, and

         17  consider two resolutions.

         18                 Resolution No. 1008, which supports

         19  the enactment of Federal Legislation for

         20  comprehensive immigration reform, as proposed by the

         21  Secure America and Orderly Immigration Act.  This

         22  bipartisan bill will provide important opportunities

         23  including pathways to permanent, legal status for

         24  immigrants who come to this to work while enhancing

         25  US Border Security.
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          2                 Resolution No. 1009 denounces the

          3  recent passage of the Real ID Act of 2005, and urges

          4  the State of New York to minimize the negative

          5  impact of the law on immigrants living in New York

          6  City.

          7                 On May 11th, President Bush signed

          8  into law the Real ID Act.  The Real ID Act was

          9  rushed through Congress as an attachment to the war

         10  and tsunami relief appropriation bill, with no

         11  substantive discussion at all.  This new law

         12  includes several anti- immigrant provisions,

         13  including the Federal Minimum Standards that tie

         14  driver's licenses to immigration status and

         15  provisions that make it more difficult for

         16  immigrants to get asylum while increasing the

         17  possibility that the asylum seekers will be forced

         18  to return to countries of origin and face their

         19  prosecutors.  These provisions will have a

         20  detrimental effect on the immigrants in this city.

         21                 At today's hearing, the Committee

         22  hopes to learn how the City and the State can play a

         23  role in addressing the concerns of immigrants and

         24  advocates in New York City in light of the federal

         25  immigrant legislation, including any alternatives
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          2  that may minimize the negative consequences.

          3                 Our first panel, or I don't know if

          4  my colleagues have a comment before, I would like to

          5  call Monsignor Kevin Sullivan, Executive Director of

          6  the Catholic Charities.

          7                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  Thank you for this

          8  opportunity. My written testimony will be submitted,

          9  since I am very grateful for the Council spending

         10  this time, I won't take more than my allocated three

         11  minutes to speak with you, and the testimony is

         12  being submitted.

         13                 I have with me, here today, two very

         14  important people to Catholic Charities and to the

         15  immigrant community in New York.  On my immediate

         16  left is Ms. Beatrice Diaz Tavaras, who was the

         17  person who coordinated and directed in 1987 our

         18  legalization efforts at that point.  She has more

         19  than 20 years of experience working in immigrant

         20  communities in New York.  On my far left is Raluka

         21  Anjou (phonetic), who is an attorney who heads our

         22  immigrant services today.  And she deals with the

         23  frustration that so many of our immigrants face with

         24  the current laws and the current status that is

         25  there.
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          2                 Beatrice, on my left, dealt in 1986

          3  with the incredible hope and the incredible promise

          4  that that legalization permitted people to come out

          5  of the shadows, and permitted them to earn an even

          6  more decent living for their people.  So their

          7  presence here is critical to understanding the

          8  perspective that Catholic Charities brings to this.

          9                 Let me just unequivocally say that we

         10  support the two resolutions that you have proposed.

         11  We need comprehensive, immigration reform, and we

         12  need to do whatever can be done to minimize the

         13  negative impact of the Real ID in New York State.

         14                 Permit me with regard to

         15  comprehensive, immigration reform to mention three

         16  specific issues that need to be addressed.

         17                 First of all, there needs to a way

         18  that the many who are undocumented in this country

         19  are legalized.  The reality is that already those

         20  who are undocumented are making tremendous

         21  contributions to this country in the paying of

         22  taxes, in adding to the diversity and workforce of

         23  this country.  An earn legalization program is in a

         24  certain sense in the best interest of everybody.

         25  The best interest of those who are already here, and
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          2  the best interest of those who are already have

          3  their documents.  It will bring people out of the

          4  shadows, it will enable us to deal with a situation

          5  at that the current time has some very, very

          6  negative effects.  So that is the first point.

          7                 Secondly, we need to reform the

          8  family- based immigration system.  Right now the

          9  system breaks up families, it permits families to be

         10  separated from each other for too long a period of

         11  time.  And there needs to be a way to be more

         12  generous with the ability of those who are here to

         13  bring in their relatives.

         14                 And the third point I want to mention

         15  is that in dealing with any type of temporary worker

         16  program.  We need to look at those programs very

         17  carefully to make sure that whenever those programs

         18  are implemented, that those programs do have

         19  protections for workers, and at the other end there

         20  needs to be a way to move towards legalization.

         21  That those two elements have to be part of any

         22  temporary guest worker program, any type of program

         23  that would seek to do that, without those

         24  protections those programs could be very detrimental

         25  to immigrants.
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          2                 The final point which I would simply

          3  make is that we are both incredibly worried and

          4  incredibly hopeful.  Worried because the Real ID Act

          5  is going to create a great deal of havoc in people's

          6  lives.  So that is our worry.  And so what we can do

          7  to minimize that is critical.

          8                 Secondly we are hopeful, because the

          9  introduction of the McCain/Kennedy piece of

         10  legislation certainly includes many, many positive

         11  provisions.  And for that to be a serious way for us

         12  to begin the debate on comprehensive, immigration

         13  reform in this country is a fairly good way to begin

         14  the debate.  And from our point of view at Catholic

         15  Charities, we are in this for the long haul.  We are

         16  beginning to work together on a national campaign

         17  for immigrant justice.  We are working with

         18  community based groups, we are working with our

         19  parishes throughout the City and throughout the

         20  suburbs of New York to ensure a broad based support.

         21                 And the final comment that I will

         22  make is it almost seems self- evident that a place

         23  like New York City and the City Council should pass

         24  a piece of legislation like this.  But I would say

         25  that unless we are in the forefront of doing this,
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          2  then we have almost no chance that those of us who

          3  have a less of a positive experience with immigrants

          4  and other parts of the country will do this.

          5                 So I thank you for the opportunity to

          6  be here, and I congratulate you for taking this step

          7  forward.  And if you have any questions for myself,

          8  or my colleagues, we would be very, very happy to

          9  answer them.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Thank you, I

         11  thank you for your comments.  Does anyone else on

         12  the panel have anything to say?  Councilman Barron.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Thank you

         14  very much for your testimony.  You know I am always

         15  concerned about federal legislation, particularly

         16  when Bush is in office and talking about immigrants.

         17    But one of the real issues around the work piece

         18  of this, first of all is that labor is cheap, it is

         19  usually cheap labor.  And it gets our communities

         20  competing with each other.

         21                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  Right.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Those who are

         23  American citizens, particularly the communities of

         24  color.  And so often times when this kind of

         25  divisive legislation comes out, you get that kind of
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          2  competitiveness.

          3                 Then the other thing is that it

          4  doesn't really offer permanent residency and you

          5  know the whole process of becoming citizens is

          6  another process that is being undermined by this

          7  legislation.  And when you finish work go ahead

          8  back, and you have to be home permanently.

          9                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  Right, right.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  So I think

         11  that there is some very serious issues that we have

         12  to address on that legislation and see how the City

         13  and State can protect those kinds of things.

         14                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  Council member I

         15  agree with you completely.  And that was one of the

         16  major, major concerns with some of the principles

         17  that the President articulated about a year ago in

         18  the type of legislation that he wanted.  He wanted

         19  this rather large guest worker program, but there

         20  was no way at the end of it for people to move

         21  forward.  So that is why it seems to me that those

         22  two provisions are critically important, is that for

         23  any guest worker program it can't be at the expense

         24  of other communities  - -

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Right.
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          2                 MSGR. SULLIVAN: - -  in this City by

          3  under cutting their need to get jobs.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Right.

          5                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  We don't get any

          6  place, if we play off one ethnic group or one racial

          7  group.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Right, and

          9  that is what he is doing.

         10                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  So we have to make

         11  sure that the protections are there so that this

         12  doesn't wind up being divisive.

         13                 And secondly, at the end of the road,

         14  there has got to be a way, after a number of years,

         15  for people to move towards the path of

         16  naturalization.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Right.  Yes,

         18  because you know it really, I am really concerned

         19  about the division. Because you heard what the

         20  Mexican President said when he talked in a very

         21  racist way, saying that you want to offer us jobs,

         22  and even the Blacks, even those Blacks don't want.

         23                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  You know, so

         25  that kind of international language going out, it
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          2  impacts our communities. And then we got to look at

          3  not allowing legislation, City, State, or Federal,

          4  City or State agencies acting as cops for INS.

          5  Because there is another hidden problem with that,

          6  is that they are trying to secure the status.  It is

          7  interesting how immigrants can die in Iraq, but then

          8  when they come back here, then it is a whole lot of

          9  problems around employment and things of that

         10  nature.

         11                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  You know it is

         12  interesting, Council member, that I think we have a

         13  new mantra in the world, and in the United States it

         14  is called, Home Land Security.  And some of the

         15  worst things can be done, if we simply say it is in

         16  the interest of Home Land Security.  And I think

         17  that we have got to be very, very careful about

         18  that.

         19                 And you know, Councilman, I think you

         20  are absolutely right that we can't be divisive.  And

         21  I think sometimes in the past that some ways that

         22  various groups dealt with some of these issues was

         23  ways that we divisive, and we can't do that anymore.

         24    We can't play off one group against the other.

         25                 That is why I was incredibly pleased
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          2  that Congressman Rangel took a leadership role about

          3  a month or two ago in holding a hearing up in

          4  Washington Heights on the need for immigration

          5  reform, which I testified on.  If we divide off a

          6  Caucasian, a Black, a Hispanic community against

          7  each other, you know, we are just going to be crazy

          8  in doing that.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Well I

         10  definitely share that, we have to stay united, and

         11  also be aware of any licensing processes that

         12  requires asking of the immigration status of

         13  individuals.

         14                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  That that is

         16  in the violation of their rights, as well.

         17                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  Yes, I think New

         18  York City has been pretty good in the past number of

         19  years in trying to ensure and protect immigrants.

         20  When we get to the State level, I think we have got

         21  to be a little bit more active in ensuring that the

         22  State doesn't assume the role of Federal Immigration

         23  officers.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Exactly, that

         25  is very, very important.  Thank you very much.
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          2                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  First I want to

          4  recognize my colleague, Council Member James.

          5  Council Member James, do you have any comments?

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES:  No, not at

          7  this point.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  No, not at this

          9  time.  As you mentioned about immigrants, and we

         10  stood by for so many years allowing, right here in

         11  New York City, a form of discrimination. Just

         12  imagine we can send those same young men and women

         13  that Council Member Barron spoke about, who may be

         14  documented, have Green Card and all, send them to

         15  Iraq, they fight the war.  But when they come back

         16  here, we bar them from having a job as a policeman,

         17  or as a fireman.  Isn't that something that we

         18  should never stand for?  And that has been

         19  happening, and that is happening right now.

         20                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  I agree.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  So you didn't

         22  know about that?

         23                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  I did not know about

         24  that.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Well that is
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          2  happening, this is happening currently now.  And

          3  that is why we have introduced a resolution to at

          4  least have that changed.  But the fact is that there

          5  are so many things, if we dig up and we see what is

          6  happening, it is crazy to know that these things are

          7  happening right here in New York.

          8                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  Right.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Even though we

         10  might be thinking about having those changes.  I am

         11  wondering, how, do you have any information as to

         12  what status the Kennedy/McCain Bill is in right now,

         13  how many sponsors, how many people that might be --

         14                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  I do not.  There are

         15  probably other people far more knowledgeable about

         16  that.  And I guess why I am pretty hopeful is this

         17  is going to be a multi- year process, and it just

         18  got laid on the table within the past month or so.

         19  We have to build support for this.  So, but I can't

         20  tell you how many sponsors we have at the moment.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  I am, you know,

         22  I am also like to caution the fact that we, these

         23  things come up and we seek to be hopeful, but then

         24  the slightest thing dashes our hope away.  For

         25  example, when we had the Dream Act, the Dream Act
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          2  and everybody thinks it is going to work out fine,

          3  and all of a sudden we had both bipartisan folk

          4  involved there, and all of a sudden it just dashed

          5  away and it got blocked.  I am hoping that this

          6  doesn't happen this time again.  That with the

          7  McCain/Kennedy Bill, that at least, we can generate

          8  the support, even in the wake of all the anti-

          9  immigrant sentiment that is going across the

         10  country.  I hope, at least, we can at least make a

         11  dent and we can have this bill pass in Congress.

         12                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  Councilman, let me

         13  assure you that that is absolutely critical.  And

         14  one of the things that Raluka is going to lead a

         15  meeting with about 30 different community groups

         16  next Tuesday in East Harlem to ensure that we build

         17  a momentum so that we don't get distracted from that

         18  end.

         19                 I know I am talking in New York City

         20  now, but Catholic Charities and the Archdiocese of

         21  New York does extend a little bit into the Hudson

         22  Valley.  So with the change of demographics and

         23  immigrants now in the Hudson Valley, we are also

         24  going to organize with some community groups up in

         25  that area to make sure that the momentum doesn't

                                                            17

          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2  dissipate when something comes along.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Fine, I want to

          4  thank you. Are there any questions?

          5                 I want to thank you for your

          6  testimony, and we hope to keep in touch.  Thank you.

          7                 MSGR. SULLIVAN:  Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Our next panel

          9  will be Shirley Lin from NICE, Moni Alam from DRUM,

         10  and Ju Bum Cha from Young Korean American Services

         11  and Education.

         12                 MS. LIN:  Good morning, Chairperson

         13  Kendall Stewart and members of the Immigration

         14  Committee.  My name is Shirley Lin, and I am an

         15  organizer at New Immigrant Community Empowerment in

         16  Jackson Heights, Queens.  NICE is a grassroots,

         17  civil rights and immigrant rights organization

         18  founded in 1999 that engages in organizing,

         19  advocacy, and public education to ensure that new

         20  immigrants in New York City are active is civic,

         21  governmental, and public affairs.  NICE works with

         22  hundreds of immigrants each year, currently for more

         23  than 25 countries, and is a member of the New York

         24  Coalition for Immigrant Rights to driver's licenses

         25  and the Queens Driver's License Coalition.
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          2                 I present testimony today on behalf

          3  of NICE and its community members regarding the

          4  destructive impact driver's license suspensions have

          5  already had our communities.  And to urge the City

          6  Council to take an unequivocal stand against Real ID

          7  Act's provisions.

          8                 Our organization began receiving

          9  frantic calls from community members in early 2004,

         10  after Governor George Pataki and the DMV initiated,

         11  in violation of our State's own statutes, the

         12  suspension of 300,000 New Yorkers driver's licenses,

         13  pending determination of their immigration status.

         14  Seemingly overnight their driver's licenses

         15  throughout New York City and New York State

         16  automatically branded their owners for

         17  discrimination or even worse.  Now measures of the

         18  so- called Real ID Act attempt to bully state DMVs

         19  into tying these licenses to the immigration status,

         20  even though they were railroaded through Congress

         21  over the objection of State's lawmakers.  Absent any

         22  action by New York State, our communities will

         23  continue losing their homes, hard won livelihoods,

         24  their rightful access to community and constituent

         25  institutions, and their families' futures.
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          2                 In one case of a community, an

          3  immigrant father living in Queens lost his only

          4  source of income as a truck driver after New York's

          5  DMV sent him a suspension letter.  Even though he

          6  had not needed to provide a Social Security number,

          7  or prove any immigration status in his driver's

          8  application nearly 20 years ago.  In those nearly

          9  two decades he has been a safe, conscientious

         10  driver, pulling 12- hour shifts delivering groceries

         11  to the City's restaurants.  But he is now unable to

         12  find a full time job.  Today, he struggles to raise

         13  his two children, both of whom were born in the US,

         14  and until his license was suspended, he had dreamed

         15  of sending his eldest son to college next year.

         16                 Another community member cannot keep

         17  the professional credentials she invested dearly to

         18  maintain over the years, because she cannot renew

         19  her driver's license.  Today, when she picks up her

         20  children from school, she must present a photo ID,

         21  if she needs to enter the building.  Since her

         22  license expired a few months, she must now go

         23  without her only photo ID, and risk receiving a

         24  summons or worse if she is stop, all while simply

         25  living as a responsible member of her community.
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          2                 When extremists target a group

          3  residents and deny them a relationship with their

          4  adopted government, the price we pay extends beyond

          5  the purely economical.  The ugly reality of Real ID

          6  is that it is part of a growing national attempt to

          7  criminalize immigrants for acts that are not

          8  criminal, but are instead basic to preserving

          9  community in this city and in any other city.  Such

         10  damage cannot be "minimized."  It must be counter

         11  squarely and without further delay.

         12                 We vigorously urge elected officials

         13  at all levels to recognize their duty, to uphold the

         14  rights of all their constituents and to heat New

         15  York State's Supreme Justice, Karen Smith's ruling

         16  last month, that our DMV has no mandate to act as

         17  immigration enforcement.  New York State must not

         18  concede to disastrous and discriminatory measures

         19  that are direct assault against the dignity of all

         20  New Yorkers.

         21                 In the same vein, NICE and its

         22  community members do appreciate the bipartisan

         23  effort to enact comprehensive, immigration reform,

         24  but we hold deep reservations regarding the

         25  McCain/Kennedy Immigration Bill, S.1033.  While the
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          2  proposal could help some of the undocumented

          3  immigrants who have been living in the US, and some

          4  immigrants who have relatives waiting to immigrate,

          5  those who do not or cannot participate in this

          6  program may face even lower wages, fewer protections

          7  from unethical employers, and have fewer rights

          8  under law.

          9                 Resolution 1008 does not specify

         10  obstacles that include a $2,000 per person fee, and

         11  requires taxes on even the lowest paid, most

         12  dangerous labor performed in the United States. The

         13  proposal would also, most significantly,

         14  electronically link hundreds of thousands of

         15  immigrant status to their employment status, and

         16  that of hundreds of thousands more each year, and

         17  with a possibility of being expanded to all workers

         18  in an unwelcome parallel to New York State's DMV

         19  action this past year.

         20                 NICE respectively requests the New

         21  York City Council amend Resolution No. 1009 to urge

         22  our State legislators to oppose the driver's

         23  licenses and other provisions the Real ID Act.  New

         24  York State does not have the option of dragging its

         25  feet when at least a third of a million of residents
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          2  are being scapegoated and criminalized because of

          3  national policy failures. New York must send a

          4  strong signal it continues to stand for justice and

          5  fairness for all New Yorkers and take leadership in

          6  rejecting policies that imperil our beliefs and our

          7  principles.

          8                 Thank you for this opportunity to

          9  testify.  I would be grateful for any question you

         10  have, or if you like, we can have other panelists

         11  speak.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  We want to hear

         13  the panelist members.

         14                 MS. LIN:  Sure,

         15                 MS. ALAM:  Good morning.  My name is

         16  Moni Alam.  I am from DRUM.  DRUM is a South Asian,

         17  low- income immigrant community.  DRUM means Desis

         18  Rising Up and Moving, it is in Queens.

         19                 I am here to request that the City

         20  Council demand that New York State should not comply

         21  with the Real ID Act.  I strongly encourage you to

         22  pass anti Real ID Act to save thousands of immigrant

         23  drivers from being pushed underground.

         24                 Personally, I cannot renew my driving

         25  license because I am an immigrant.  My husband is a
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          2  taxi driver, and my whole family depends on his

          3  money on his income.  I am in this country since

          4  1994.  Now, the Real ID Act in New York will take

          5  away our whole family's income, if my husband's

          6  license is revoked.  If my husband loses his

          7  license, what will happen to our family?  What will

          8  happen to our two girls?  Where will we get the

          9  money to buy food, pay our rent, or to take care of

         10  our children?  Immigrants must have access to

         11  driver's licenses because this is the only ID to go

         12  to the hospital, or to take any kind of health from

         13  the services.  We really need the ID.  But this is

         14  the ID we use for everything.  If this ID is taken

         15  away, how could I go to the hospital.

         16                 I, personally, get our two children

         17  by showing this ID, driving license ID.  Now my

         18  driving license ID is revoked.  Where am I going to

         19  go, I ask everybody where am I going to go, what ID

         20  I am to show?

         21                 The Real ID Act also requires higher

         22  enforcement by the DMV and the Department of Home

         23  Land Security that will cause more detention and

         24  deportation, which will tear our families apart and

         25  ruin our dreams to build our lives in this country.

                                                            24

          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2  It also makes it much more difficult, almost

          3  impossible, right now, almost, to get a political

          4  asylum.  As someone who fled my country for my life

          5  due to my political beliefs, it is a human right to

          6  live free from persecutions through asylum;

          7  therefore, it should not be nearly impossible to win

          8  an asylum case.

          9                 I ask the City Council also to reject

         10  the portion of the Real ID Act that make it harder

         11  for immigrants to win asylum and put more immigrants

         12  in detention and deportation proceedings because of

         13  increase enforcement of civil immigration law.  The

         14  Real ID Act is really a problem act, it makes more

         15  problems for us to survive in this country.  From

         16  1996 a lot of things has happened, a lot of

         17  enforcement coming.  And again a lot of pressure, it

         18  is not fair, there is no justice in here  We need

         19  the justice for everybody.

         20                 We were targeted once already for no

         21  reason by Special Registrations about 2001.  My

         22  husband, like 13,000 other men, had nothing to do

         23  with the terrorism, but they are being torn apart

         24  from their family anyway.  Policy- makers should not

         25  confuse the immigrant community with terrorism
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          2  issue, we are not criminals.  They try to

          3  criminalize us, that is not good. Through the Real

          4  ID Act, New York State will continue to unfairly

          5  target immigrants by taking away our licenses.

          6                 City Council must demand that the

          7  State:

          8                 Stop suspending immigrants driver's

          9  licenses.

         10                 Treat our families with respect and

         11  dignity.

         12                 Do not take away one of the only

         13  Identifications we can use to go to the hospital and

         14  get important services.

         15                 Do not allow the DMV to report

         16  immigration status to the Immigration and Customs

         17  Enforcement.

         18                 One license for all Drivers.

         19                 Stop pushing Immigration workers

         20  underground.

         21                 And I think this book on Immigration

         22  policies should not going to be fixed, to take it

         23  out of the license from the immigrant.  You need to

         24  fix a good Immigration policy for everybody to get

         25  access to live in this country with the respect of
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          2  everybody and for each other.

          3                 Thank you.

          4                 MR. CHA:  Good morning.  My name is

          5  Ju Bum Cha, and I am the Program Coordinator of

          6  YKASEC, a Korean- American community- based

          7  organization, working on immigrant rights issues

          8  since 1984.  Today my message is clear and simple:

          9  The Korean- American community in New York City

         10  opposes the Real ID Act.  Its passage is a blow to

         11  the immigrants who have worked hard and contributed

         12  to this country.

         13                 The New York State Department of

         14  Motor Vehicles (DMV) has already placed restrictions

         15  on driver's licenses akin to Real ID and its impact

         16  has been greatly felt by the community. Currently,

         17  the DMV's Social Security requirements have left

         18  many immigrants without the license to drive to work

         19  or to school.

         20                 Last month I received a phone call

         21  from a concerned mother.  She asked if it was

         22  possible for her daughter, who had just turned 18,

         23  to receive a driver's license or a non drive ID.

         24  The mother broke down when I told her that because

         25  her daughter did not have a Social Security Number,
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          2  she would not be able to obtain a driver's license.

          3   "Why is my daughter different from anyone else?"

          4  She said, "How am I going to tell her?"  The mother

          5  began to cry knowing that the denial of an

          6  identification card was a symbol of the many

          7  barriers that her young daughter would face through

          8  her life.

          9                 Another story:  A Korean man working

         10  as a newspaper delivery person was unable to renew

         11  his driver's license because of the Social Security

         12  requirements.  A few months ago he was stopped for a

         13  minor traffic violation and did not have proper

         14  identification.  His name was subsequently given to

         15  immigration enforcement.  He has recently been

         16  deported, leaving behind is wife and children.  The

         17  man was simply trying to provide for his loved ones,

         18  but now he is separated from them by these unfair

         19  and unjust policies.

         20                 These stories are just the tip of the

         21  iceberg. Recent reports have indicated that when the

         22  Real ID Act is implemented, more than 300,000 people

         23  in New York State will be prevented from driving

         24  legally, not to mention the tremendous proof of

         25  identity burdens that will be placed on citizens and
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          2  certain immigrants alike.  We thank the New York

          3  City Council for introducing Resolution No. 1009

          4  that recognized that the Real ID Act was an

          5  obstruction in our nation's need for comprehensive

          6  immigration reform.  In fact, I would urge you to

          7  strengthen your resolve by clearly stating your

          8  opposition to the Real ID Act as an anti- immigrant

          9  law, call for its repeal and ensure close monitoring

         10  of the law's implementation.

         11                 The Korean- American community shares

         12  your sentiment that the immigration system is in

         13  urgent need of reforms.  The Real ID Act is a

         14  piecemeal attempt at fixing the broken immigration

         15  system and unfortunately, while it will bring

         16  sweeping changes, they are all the wrong changes.

         17                 With the recent introduction of the

         18  Secure America and Orderly Immigration Act, we can

         19  all begin to work together towards a real solution.

         20  And, as we do, let us also make it clearly

         21  understood that the Real ID Act must be overturned.

         22  No doubt, New York City Council's resolution is an

         23  important step towards this goal.  Thank you for

         24  your leadership.  Thank you.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  These are very
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          2  moving testimony that you have given.  Council

          3  Member Barron, do you have question?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Yes.  I just

          5  wanted to thank you for your testimony, and say I

          6  agree with you 100 percent.  And we in the City

          7  Council should strongly reject the Real ID Act,

          8  because it is nothing but a, serving as a cop for

          9  INS, and it serves no great interest for the

         10  immigrant community. As a matter of fact, it is

         11  coming out of the insecure fear that the Patriot Act

         12  is bringing forth.  And if we let this go, then only

         13  God knows what is coming after that, so we have got

         14  to stop it here.

         15                 But I wanted to ask you of the

         16  300,000 licenses that were suspended, how many of

         17  them were documented, do you have any breakdown with

         18  the documented, undocumented breakdown, or?  Because

         19  what I am finding is not a lot of documented

         20  immigrants are really being affected by this.  And

         21  it is making it difficult for even they to continue

         22  to provide for their families.  But you will be

         23  pleased with the City Council in that yesterday we

         24  did pass a law that does not allow for the

         25  Department of Consumer Affairs to ask immigrants
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          2  their status for their vendor's license.  So we got,

          3  and that is the same thing we should do around the

          4  driver's license.

          5                 I just want to say that I will

          6  continue to support you, and I think we should take

          7  your recommendations very seriously and incorporate

          8  them in our legislation.

          9                 Thank you very much.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  I want to thank

         11  you for braving it to come out to testify, because a

         12  lot of us, who are immigrants, well, I think that

         13  everyone of us is considered an immigrant no matter

         14  what color you are, what ethnic background, you are

         15  considered an immigrant.  Whether you were born

         16  here, or your father was born here, I think you are

         17  an immigrant.  Because all of us were immigrants,

         18  let's leave it at that.

         19                 The fact is that since you can brave

         20  the sentiment and come out here and testify knowing

         21  your situation, I think, it is a moving thing.

         22  Because some of us is in such fear that we would not

         23  want to come and testify and express ourselves as

         24  clearly as you did.  And I want to thank you for

         25  that.
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          2                 I hope that we can make a difference

          3  in terms of bringing this to the forefront and

          4  nudging the heart and the good will of our Congress

          5  and our Senators in Washington to at least look at

          6  what is happening with these, with the Real ID Act

          7  and with the Patriot Act, what is happening to the

          8  common folks in the districts and in areas that even

          9  though that you cannot vote at this time, at least

         10  that they are affecting other people who are your

         11  relatives who can vote.

         12                 I want to thank you for coming out,

         13  again, and I hope that you keep the spirit up.  We

         14  will be working hard to make sure that we keep this

         15  in the forefront.

         16                 Council Member Barron

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  Yes, I just

         18  wanted to say one more thing.  I was just talking to

         19  Council Member Annabell Palma.  This waive of a tax

         20  on immigrants.  You know it happens when the

         21  immigrants are immigrants of color.  When the white

         22  immigrants cane at the turn of the century, the

         23  Irish, the Polish, Italians, they become cops and

         24  firefighters, and they got up all in the industries.

         25    They had less difficulties getting citizenship.
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          2  Now when the immigrants are more immigrants of

          3  color, all of a sudden we can't have certain jobs,

          4  you have to have Social Security, have to pay fees

          5  to get stuff, when you know we are broke and

          6  struggling.

          7                 So we have got to continue to see

          8  this as a fight against racism.  And people don't

          9  like to talk about race, because that is a poison

         10  word in this society.  When you mention race, they

         11  call you the racist for mentioning it.  But it is

         12  the same thing that happened with African- Americans

         13  when we got the right to vote, then they put

         14  everything in place so that you couldn't exercise

         15  it.  So we had to take literacy tests and poll tax,

         16  same thing.  And we had to have grandfather clauses

         17  and all of this, and had to register in two counties

         18  in the City and in the State.  So if you didn't have

         19  a car to get to the State registration, than you

         20  weren't registered.  So it is the same thing where

         21  they are blocking access to Social Service.

         22  Blocking access of those that they fear or have a

         23  disdain for.  It is a form of xenophobia, a fear of

         24  foreigners.  And this we have to stamp out.

         25                 So I think we need to continue to
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          2  organize, and I think it will be better for all New

          3  Yorkers and all New York Staters (sic), if we

          4  continue to fight against this discrimination.

          5                 Thank you very much.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Thank you.  Our

          7  next panel we would like to call, Zahida Pirani, the

          8  New York Civic Participation Project, and Jackie

          9  Vemo, New York Immigration Coalition, and James

         10  Perlstein, Professional Staff Congress, and Amy

         11  Sugimori from the National Employment Law Project.

         12                 MS. PIRANI:  Good morning.  I would

         13  like to thank the members of the Immigration

         14  Committee for allowing us to share perspective on

         15  the resolution regarding Real ID that is being

         16  introduced into City Council.

         17                 My name is Zahida Pirani, and I am an

         18  Organizer with the New York Civic Participation

         19  Project.  The NYCPP is a collaboration between labor

         20  unions and community organizations here in New York

         21  City that promotes immigrant worker rights issues.

         22  The NYCPP founding partners include SEIU Local 32BJ,

         23  Unite Here Local 100, AFSCME DC 37, Make the Road By

         24  Walking, and the National Employment Law Project.

         25                 NYCPP has been focused on the
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          2  driver's license issue for the last two years.  So I

          3  am going to focus my testimony on that aspect of

          4  Real ID.  NYCPP has been helping to lead the New

          5  York Coalition for immigrant rights to driver's

          6  licenses, which includes over 40 organizations,

          7  religious institutions, and labor unions, to support

          8  the right of all New Yorkers, regardless of

          9  immigration status to have access to driver's

         10  licenses.

         11                 Our coalition formed after New York

         12  State Department of Motor Vehicles threatened to

         13  suspend the licenses of over 300,000 immigrants.

         14  The policy has created a de facto immigration

         15  requirement for all current and future licensed

         16  drivers in New York State.  That is negatively

         17  impacting hundreds of thousands of hardworking

         18  immigrant families who depend upon their licenses to

         19  work, drive their children to school, and drive to

         20  the hospital.

         21                 Over the last two years, we, as a

         22  coalition, have successfully organized hundreds of

         23  immigrant and non- immigrant workers around the

         24  right for all New York residents to obtain a

         25  license.  We have put on numerous demonstrations
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          2  across the City. We have worked with elected

          3  officials, including some of you here today.  And

          4  have successfully won the support of the media and

          5  other institutions.  Through these efforts we have

          6  been able to put pressure on Governor Pataki and New

          7  York State DMV to not yet suspend licenses.  We have

          8  also been working with several State legislators who

          9  have introduced two bills in the State Assembly,

         10  which we support, and that provide lawful and secure

         11  means for immigrant New Yorkers to legally stay on

         12  the road.  The recent passage of Real ID however,

         13  will undo all the work that we have done together,

         14  as well as that of hundreds of other groups and

         15  coalitions across the country leading similar

         16  campaign.

         17                 Immigrants all over the City and

         18  State equate a driver's license with their

         19  livelihood.  One example of this is of the real

         20  impact of Real ID is the story of Luis Gomex, a

         21  livery cab driver from Venezuela that we have been

         22  working with in Queens through our organizing work.

         23  Luis fled Venezuela about 10 years ago with his wife

         24  and three children who have spent almost their

         25  entire lives here in this country.  He drives his
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          2  cab all night, every night of the week in order to

          3  sustain his family and save up for his daughter to

          4  go to college, since she will not be eligible for

          5  federal aid as an undocumented student.

          6                 Like many, Luis emphasizes the

          7  importance of his children becoming full members of

          8  the society who can obtain an education, and one day

          9  contribute to this country in a meaningful way.

         10  Luis, himself, has become a leading spokesperson for

         11  livery cab drivers who are affected by New York

         12  State DMV's harsh policy.

         13                 The Real ID Act is not about

         14  security, it is a blatant attack on immigrants, and

         15  it is one of the most anti immigrant laws to pass

         16  Congress in the last decade.  The Real ID will push

         17  millions of hardworking, contributing immigrants

         18  further underground, and will eliminate an entire

         19  segment of our society from overall collective

         20  security.

         21                 We believe that the resolution being

         22  introduced in the City Council regarding the passage

         23  of the Real ID Act sends a strong and important

         24  message to the rest of the country voicing concerns

         25  around the Real ID Act.  We, however, encourage the
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          2  City Council's message to be stronger and suggest

          3  amending the resolution to call upon New York State

          4  to not enroll in Real ID. States do have the option

          5  to not participate in Real ID, since the Act is not

          6  federally mandated.

          7                 New York City, as a city of

          8  immigrants, should take the lead in speaking out

          9  against this anti- immigrant law and the severe

         10  effects this law will have upon hundreds of

         11  thousands of lives.

         12                 We believe that the solution to

         13  fixing our immigration system in this country cannot

         14  be found in discriminatory laws like Real ID.

         15  Comprehensive immigration reform is needed to

         16  address the root causes of our country's immigration

         17  system and ensure the dignity of all immigrants.

         18                 Thanks for your leadership on this

         19  issue.

         20                 MR. PERLSTEIN:  My name is James

         21  Perlstein.  I Co Chair the Solidarity Committee of

         22  the Professional Staff Congress, the union that

         23  represents the 20,000 faculty and professional staff

         24  at the City University.  I speak today as a

         25  representative of our union, which is a member of
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          2  the New York Coalition for immigrants' rights to

          3  driver licenses.

          4                 I want to thank the Council, thank

          5  Council Members Stewart, James, and Weprin, and the

          6  members of the Committee for introducing these

          7  resolutions and holding these hearings.  They call

          8  attention to critical issues facing the people of

          9  our city, our state, and our nation.  Beholding to

         10  you as we are for your timely action, we believe

         11  that the Council can go further by urging the State

         12  to reject implementation of Real ID.

         13                 We believe that resolution that urges

         14  New York State simply to minimize the negative

         15  impact of the Real ID is inadequate.  Others will

         16  address alternatives.  I want to look at Real ID's

         17  impact on the right to drive, and to look at it from

         18  a particular angle.  The connection between the

         19  right to drive and to educational opportunity and

         20  the life chances of immigrant residents of New York

         21  City.  I want to reflect on blowback, on the

         22  unintended consequences of Real ID.

         23                 The PSC is here because we believe,

         24  as the founders of the Free Academy, the precursor

         25  of CUNY, believed over 150 years ago, that CUNY is
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          2  an experiment to see if we can educate the children

          3  of the whole people.  We believe this is an

          4  experiment of inestimable value.

          5                 The whole people has always included

          6  immigrants and increasingly does so today.  Well

          7  over half of CUNY's 400,000 students are immigrants

          8  or their children.  The majority of whom are eking

          9  out a living in low- wage occupations.  A driver's

         10  license is, for most, a key to economic survival.

         11  To deny a driver's license to so many under cover of

         12  a spurious claim of national security denies

         13  thousands of immigrants not only the ability to earn

         14  a living, but the ability to afford to take

         15  advantage of the kind of educational opportunity

         16  that CUNY represents.  And such opportunity we know

         17  expands horizons and enriches lives for communities

         18  as well as for individuals.  Just as important,

         19  college education increases earnings, and as a

         20  consequence increases spending and taxes collected.

         21  For every dollar invested by State and City in

         22  higher education, eight are returned in taxes by the

         23  recipients of that education.

         24                 And keep this in mind as well, higher

         25  education in New York State is a $30 billion
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          2  industry according to the New York State Board of

          3  Regents.  It is an engine that drives development.

          4  But deprive large numbers of New York residents of

          5  their right to work, as you surely do when you

          6  deprive them of their right to drive, and you

          7  deprive them and their children of access to

          8  educational opportunity.  Deprive them of

          9  educational opportunity and you undercut the

         10  community's ability to thrive and to grow.  Deprive

         11  them of educational opportunity and you undermine

         12  what has become a vital industry in New York City

         13  and New York State.

         14                 The social cost of diminished

         15  opportunity and not easily calculated, but they are

         16  unquestionably enormous.  This conflation of

         17  immigration reform with national security has

         18  generated a wave of legislation the consequences of

         19  which have been poorly thought through, if they have

         20  been thought about at all.  Meanwhile, the

         21  legislation has disrupted the real lives of real

         22  people with tragic consequences for themselves and

         23  for the rest of us.

         24                 Justice, common sense, and the self-

         25  interest of New York City require, at the very
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          2  least, a moratorium in New York State's efforts to

          3  implement the driver's licenses provisions of Real

          4  ID.  There are alternatives.  They need to be

          5  considered.

          6                 Thank you for your time and

          7  attention.

          8                 MS. SUGIMORI:  Hello, my name is Amy

          9  Sugimori, I am with the National Employment Law

         10  Project, and also a member of the New York Coalition

         11  for Immigrants' Rights to Driver's licensess.  I

         12  want to thank Chairperson Stewart and them members

         13  of the Immigration Subcommittee for giving us the

         14  opportunity to speak, and for taking really

         15  important leadership and steps to oppose Real ID.

         16                 Like many of the speakers who have

         17  come before me, I also want to respectively urge you

         18  to consider strengthening the resolution to out

         19  right oppose Real ID and recommend that the State of

         20  New York opt out of compliance with Real ID.

         21                 I think that the main reason and the

         22  reason that many people before me have spoken

         23  because it is a mean spirited, racist, anti-

         24  immigrant, undemocratically passed, law.  But I want

         25  to also give some other reasons why I think a lot of

                                                            42

          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2  New Yorkers once given this consideration are not

          3  really going to have a lot of good things to say

          4  about Real ID.

          5                 First off, as I said, you know this

          6  is a system that is going to categorically deny,- -

          7  I am going to speak specifically about the driver's

          8  licenses provisions, I think there are a lot of

          9  other pieces of Real ID that are very problematic.

         10  But a system that categorically denies licenses to

         11  people based on immigration status is discriminatory

         12  and just inconsistent with the principles of a

         13  society in which people are supposed to be treated

         14  equally regardless of race, gender, religion, or

         15  immigration status.

         16                 Going on though, I want to talk about

         17  why Real ID is going to be really bad for all New

         18  Yorkers, even New Yorkers who don't care about those

         19  important principles.  For one thing, this is going

         20  to raise, seriously raise the risk of identity theft

         21  and privacy risks for all New Yorkers, if we were to

         22  enroll in the system.  Under Real ID State driver's

         23  licenses containing much more information than

         24  before would be digitized, would be stored in

         25  electronic format in computer databases that would
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          2  be linked with the State computer databases all over

          3  the country, and with federal databases, and with

          4  the Department of Home Land Security, meaning that

          5  basically everybody who has a driver's license is

          6  going to have all of their personal information,

          7  their Social Security numbers, all sorts of

          8  biometrics information all together in one massive

          9  database.

         10                 As the number of people with access

         11  to these extensive records increases, so does the

         12  opportunities for abuse of this information.  In

         13  fact, just last week we had an experience in the

         14  private sector where millions of people's identities

         15  were stolen through Master Card.  You know there

         16  have also been situations with firms like Choice

         17  Point where people's, whose information was gathered

         18  in databases, have their information, their personal

         19  information stolen.  A nationwide database with this

         20  much information is something that is bigger, bigger

         21  than anything that has happened before, and the

         22  potential consequences for identity theft and

         23  privacy violations are absolutely enormous.  This is

         24  something that hasn't been talked about as much

         25  before, but something that I think people are going
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          2  to be very worried about.

          3                 Another problem is that this is going

          4  to create enormous logistical difficulties.  As

          5  groups like the National Governors Association, and

          6  the National Conference of State Legislators have

          7  noted, this is a system that is basically going to

          8  require State employees to act as immigration

          9  agents.  It is inappropriate for them to take on

         10  this role.  It exactly falls into this inappropriate

         11  situation of policing communities, using Home Land

         12  Security as an excuse.  And not only that, people

         13  are not trained to do that job, and they aren't the

         14  adequate resources to give people that training.

         15  Experience in Tennessee shows, you know, when DMV

         16  agents were required to make determinations about

         17  immigration status there was rampant discrimination,

         18  there was lots of mistaken denials of licenses.

         19  People just really weren't prepared to do that kind

         20  of job.  And we can only expect that shifting these

         21  responsibilities on a nationwide scale is going to

         22  have enormous impact all over the country.

         23                 In addition, the increased time and

         24  resources that it is going to take to implement all

         25  of what Real ID includes, including requiring DMVs
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          2  to check with the issuing agency for every document

          3  that is accepted for ID.  This means checking with

          4  the agency that issued your birth certificate,

          5  checking with Social Security, checking with who

          6  issued any of the documents that you are providing.

          7  This is going to take a lot of time, we don't have

          8  the communication systems to do this in an efficient

          9  way.  Every database has its flaws.  Having to check

         10  through every flaw database in order to coordinate

         11  things is going to have a lot of room for snags, a

         12  lot of miscommunication, a lot of mistakes.

         13                 The current level of frustration with

         14  driver's licenses renewals is going to increase

         15  exponentially, and just to quote Senator Dick Durban

         16  from Illinois, he said, "If you think a trip to the

         17  DMV is a bad experience today, just wait until Real

         18  ID takes effect."  We are talking, you know, it is

         19  going to take much longer to renew.  The costs are

         20  likely to go up.  That is another thing I want to

         21  talk about.

         22                 Lately I think we have been thinking

         23  a lot about unfunded mandates.  You know, things

         24  that are being pushed to the states, federal tasks

         25  that are probably not necessary in the first place,
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          2  that are being pushed over to the states to take

          3  over.  Yes, there has been talk about some

          4  appropriations for the states to help them enact

          5  Real ID, and they are talking about $100 million.

          6  But conservative estimates by the National

          7  Conference of State Legislators about how much is it

          8  going to cost, just initially, for states to enroll

          9  in Real ID is 500 to 750 million dollars.  And that

         10  is not even counting the extra staff time that it is

         11  going to take to do all of this.

         12                 So, Virginia, for example decided to

         13  do an estimate of how much it would cost Virginia,

         14  assuming $45 per license, and they came up with $237

         15  million for Virginia.  You can just imagine, you

         16  know, what New York would be given the larger

         17  population and other costs that could be higher.

         18                 So, I mean the cost is going to be

         19  enormous, and then an ongoing cost additionally of

         20  50 to 75 million dollars to keep it going.  So, I

         21  mean, you know, this is another thing, something to

         22  think about.  They say $100 million, it sounds like

         23  a lot of money, but it is a drop in a bucket,

         24  considering how much we are going to have to absorb

         25  to make this happen.  You know, and that is just one
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          2  of the many types of unfunded mandates that is being

          3  pushed to us these days.

          4                 In addition, you know, as we all know

          5  of this is very likely going to lead to less safety

          6  on the road.  I want to give the example of New

          7  Mexico, a state which recently changed their law to

          8  provide that all people, regardless of immigration

          9  status could have access to driver's licenses.

         10  Their rate of uninsured drivers went down

         11  precipitously.  So it is not surprising that in New

         12  Mexico, advocates, people who are concerned about

         13  public safety are talking seriously about

         14  maintaining a system where everybody can have

         15  driver's licenses. Because it has been good for

         16  them, it has actually been very good for public

         17  safety.

         18                 So in conclusion, as I said before, I

         19  would like to applaud you for taking steps.  I think

         20  it makes a big difference when City Councils pass

         21  resolutions, I know we are talking about federal

         22  legislation and we are talking about how the states

         23  are going to respond to that federal legislation.

         24  But remember with the Patriot Act, it really made a

         25  difference to have City Councils take a strong stand

                                                            48

          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2  opposing it, it changes the tenor of the discussion.

          3    Now they have to go back and defend it, you know,

          4  if they want it to continue.  And I think it is

          5  really important for us to be the first to take a

          6  really strong stand, because if New York takes a

          7  strong stand, then maybe some of the other places in

          8  the heartland, where it is a harder sell, maybe they

          9  will come out and take strong stands too.

         10                 So I want to urge you all, I want to

         11  thank you all for doing this, I want to urge you to

         12  consider taking a stronger stand, saying no to Real

         13  ID, and urging New York State not to comply with it.

         14                 Thank you very much.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Thank you.  My

         16  first question is,- -  Oh, you haven't testified?

         17                 MS. VEMO:  No, I will go very

         18  quickly.  My name is Jackie Vemo, I am from - -

         19                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Oh, let me hear

         20  from you first, because - -

         21                 MS. VEMO:  I am going to echo a lot

         22  of what Amy said.  I am Jackie Vemo, I am from the

         23  New York Immigration Coalition, and also, from the

         24  New York Coalition for Immigrants Rights to Driver's

         25  Licenses.
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          2                 And my comments today are really just

          3  focus on what should our response to Real ID be as

          4  New Yorkers.  And it really connects very well to

          5  how Amy finished her testimony.  You know I think

          6  that, as we know, Real ID is a terrible anti

          7  immigrant, hateful piece of legislation that was

          8  passed undemocratically.  But the driver's license

          9  provisions of Real ID, as everyone has been saying,

         10  are not federal mandates, and New York has a choice.

         11    We can choose to reject compliance with the

         12  minimum standards, and I am here, like everyone else

         13  to urge the City Council to really send a strong

         14  message both to Congress and to our State

         15  Legislators, that New York City says no to the

         16  driver's license provisions of Real ID.  New York

         17  City is a city of immigrants, plays a leadership

         18  role in this country, as Amy was saying, and we

         19  really need to be leading the fight and be out

         20  there, to really drive back the Real ID.

         21                 I think that everyone has spoken very

         22  eloquently about all of the impacts that Real ID is

         23  going to have on immigrant communities, preventing

         24  them from living their lives, working, the economic

         25  impact that it is going to have on the State, as
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          2  well.  You know, the discrimination that people are

          3  going to face because they don't have the access to

          4  State issued identification, the law enforcement

          5  provisions.

          6                 I think, you know, specifically I

          7  wanted to just talk about Executive Order 41.  I

          8  mean we have here in New York City local policy

          9  making that acknowledges that immigrants are part of

         10  our communities, and acknowledges that all of us are

         11  safer when you don't erode trust and law enforcement

         12  by making people worry that there are going to be

         13  immigration consequences when they report a crime.

         14                 Real ID takes us in the opposite

         15  direction of Executive Order 41.  I mean we need to

         16  be able to make policies here in New York City to

         17  address the needs of our communities. You know, and

         18  so, there needs to be a statement when something

         19  undermines our policy making here, there needs to be

         20  a push back.

         21                 You know, meanwhile, there is all the

         22  talk about how this is going to affect people who

         23  aren't subject to some of the immigration

         24  consequences in terms of the DMV lines and the

         25  privacy concerns.  But also, you know, and the money
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          2  piece isn't just about saying, well, this is an

          3  unfunded mandate and that is bad.  I mean this means

          4  that there is going to be less money in the City of

          5  New York budget to fund things like housing, to fund

          6  things like education, to fund programs to address

          7  racial and ethnic disparities and employment.  You

          8  know these are City Council Initiatives that are

          9  very important, and that just means that there is

         10  going to be less money here in New York funding, you

         11  know, these ridiculous policies that don't make us

         12  safer, instead of programs that we need here.  And

         13  that is, we should be able to decide how we use our

         14  public funds.

         15                 You know, I think that also here in

         16  New York we have been having a debate about driver's

         17  licenses over the last few years.  It has become

         18  increasingly intensified because of the, just like

         19  Real ID, undemocratically implemented driver's

         20  license policies here in New York that have been

         21  challenged by a recent lawsuit by the Puerto Rican

         22  Legal Defense and Education Fund.  And we have been

         23  having this conversation here, and you know, a

         24  judge, as others have testified, has said that it is

         25  inappropriate for DMV to be doing immigration
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          2  enforcement.  And so, you know, we are having this

          3  conversation here, and yet it is not being carried

          4  to the national level.

          5                 And I just think that from New York's

          6  point of view, we should really be contributing what

          7  we have learned here over the last few years in our

          8  legal and public policy debates to the larger

          9  federal platform, because I haven't seen a lot of

         10  the process that we have got here reflected

         11  nationally.  And I think that, you know, again, my

         12  main point here is just to say, New York has a

         13  choice.  I think a lot of people are seeing this as

         14  a done deal because Real ID was passed, and I think

         15  that just as Amy said, with Patriot Act, I think it

         16  can really have an impact when municipalities and

         17  localities make a strong statement saying, you know,

         18  this wasn't, this is going to affect my community,

         19  and maybe there is jurisdiction issues in terms of

         20  preemption and whatever because it is a federal

         21  bill.  But you know when this really hurts New

         22  Yorkers, New Yorkers have to push back.

         23                 And I think that that is why it is

         24  really important that, you know, why all of us are

         25  saying that we want to send a little bit of a
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          2  stronger message, you know, from the City Council

          3  resolution saying, not just minimize, but let's, you

          4  know, there is talk about litigation right now that

          5  the states are going to sue to get Real ID

          6  overturned.  I think that a realm of political

          7  possibility is getting smaller and smaller because

          8  of the climate right now  But we can't be limited to

          9  what we think is politically possible, because

         10  political and reality is defined by all of us in

         11  this room.  And so, you know, I think that it is not

         12  just because Real ID was passed, doesn't mean it is

         13  over.

         14                 And just as a final note, I won't go

         15  on and on, but it is just that you know the Real ID

         16  is of course symptomatic of the driver's license

         17  issues of larger need for comprehensive immigration

         18  reform.  You know, I think that the Secure America

         19  and Orderly Immigration Act that was introduced

         20  represents an important first step.  Of course, all

         21  of us share the concerns about the worker

         22  provisions, and you know, we as we are moving

         23  forward it is important that we simultaneously send

         24  a message that we need comprehensive immigration

         25  reform now.  And that, again, that is another place
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          2  where New York City needs to be taking a leadership

          3  role, but that that can't happen also at the expense

          4  of workers' protections.

          5                 So you know, again, hopefully, as we

          6  move forward, and we thank you for all the work that

          7  you are doing on this. But we really, New York City

          8  is relevant, is important, 9/11 happened here.  You

          9  know this is a city of immigrants, we have a very

         10  large percentage of this country's population, and

         11  you know, we hope that we will use that power.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Thank you.  Do

         14  you know how many states or cities that I would say

         15  that are opposing the federal legislation, do you

         16  have any idea of how many states at this time?

         17                 MS. SUGIMORI:  You know I think at

         18  this time a lot of people are doing a lot of

         19  discussion about what is the position they are going

         20  to take.  Now there has been talk in the City of

         21  Sante Fe, New Mexico, obviously, as I have said, New

         22  Mexico is a place where they are feeling like this

         23  is good about doing a resolution opposing Real ID,

         24  and there is serious talk about how New Mexico can

         25  do its own thing.

                                                            55

          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2                 There have been various speakers, who

          3  I don't think are necessarily speaking for their

          4  state and their position, but for example, the

          5  Governor of Arkansas, Huckabee, who is a Republican,

          6  who is very active in the National Conference of

          7  State Legislators, right after Real ID came out a

          8  lot of statements saying, well we really don't like

          9  this, we are going to explore whether we can drag

         10  our feet on this.  We are going to explore opposing

         11  this, we are going to look into litigation.

         12                 I think right now a lot of people are

         13  being counseled by their lawyers about well, legally

         14  what do you have to do.  Is it possible to sue or

         15  challenge it.  I think people are doing the number

         16  crunching, as I said, the National Conference of

         17  State Legislators and the National Governors

         18  Association both came out opposing Real ID.  But at

         19  the same time, you know, sort of being a little bit

         20  more into process than maybe, you know, the federal

         21  government was in this case, people are now doing

         22  the analysis.  What is this going to cost us, how

         23  can we comply with this, what are the impacts going

         24  to be?  So while people are definitely talking a lot

         25  about opposing it, you know, New York City coming
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          2  out saying no to it would really be kind of a

          3  groundbreaker, it would be kind of leading the pack.

          4  And I think people are looking to kind of see who is

          5  going to act first and what they are going to do.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  You say that

          7  New York, well let's take New York City for example,

          8  we are getting mixed messages from the

          9  Administration.  Because, for example, they say,

         10  well listen, here is Executive Order 41.

         11                 MS. SUGIMORI:  Right.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  But today when

         13  we want to really press them on an issue on like

         14  this, to say where do you stand on this issue, they

         15  refuse to come before us.

         16                 My point here is that I am not too

         17  sure where they are.  If it is because as a

         18  Republican Administration and so on, and they just

         19  want to stand up and say, well they don't want to

         20  buck the system.  Then what is wrong is it is bad

         21  for New York City.  And when anything is bad for New

         22  York City, it is bad for the State, and anything

         23  that is bad for the State, is bad for the country.

         24  So we cannot allow, because it is your friend, to go

         25  along and say, well listen, we accept it and be
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          2  quiet about it.

          3                 The fact is if it is wrong, stand up

          4  and say it is wrong.  And who is best to tell it

          5  that you are wrong, than your friend.  Your friend

          6  should be the one to tell you that it is wrong, when

          7  you are wrong.

          8                 MS. SUGIMORI: Right.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  And this, I am

         10  disappointed with the Administration not having, you

         11  know, they give us double messages.  They tell us

         12  that they are in support, they give us Executive

         13  Order 41.  But in actuality, I am not too sure they

         14  really mean what they are saying.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  I agree with

         16  you 100 percent, Mr. Chair.  But fortunately for us,

         17  we don't need them to pass this resolution or change

         18  it.  So you know they can ponder what they are going

         19  to do.

         20                 But I want to strongly recommend a

         21  friendly amendment to the resolution that we do say

         22  that we oppose it and that we strongly recommend

         23  that New York State opt out of that program.  And I

         24  think what that would do, and I know some people

         25  might feel that the consequences for that is that
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          2  you can't use your driver's license as a federal ID

          3  agency.  But when you compare that to the

          4  consequence on our immigrant community, the economic

          5  consequences, the conveniency (sic) consequences,

          6  the livelihood of immigrants, I think it pales in

          7  comparison.

          8                 And then that could also be

          9  challenged legally to say whether you can deny me

         10  the right to use my driver's license in a federal

         11  agency, because the State is not in compliance with

         12  the Real ID Act.

         13                 So I just want to add as a friendly

         14  amendment that we take that strong, and it is good

         15  to be a leader, good to be the first ones to say,

         16  hey, with all of the complications and whatever it

         17  brings, so be it.  I think it would be good and a

         18  good battle.  We will send a strong message as we

         19  say that we oppose it, just as we opposed it being

         20  passed in legislation.  We pass legislation opposing

         21  it.  And so now we can be consistent in saying that

         22  since we have passed legislation that opposed it in

         23  the first place, now that it has been passed on a

         24  federal level, that we still oppose it and strongly

         25  recommend that the State opts out.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  In the question

          3  of our hospitals, the municipal hospitals we say

          4  that they are not supposed to pass on immigration

          5  information to anyone else.  And even the federal

          6  government.  And the warning was that if they don't,

          7  they will not get that money that you get for, that

          8  additional money that they get for the hospitals for

          9  when they do what we call debt charities.

         10                 But the fact is, I want to know what

         11  can the federal government do in terms of, if the

         12  State doesn't comply? Does anyone have any - -

         13                 MS. VEMO:  Again, the issue actually

         14  that Council Member Barron was bringing up around,

         15  you know, basically there is, the consequences is

         16  just that federal government won't recognize the

         17  State issued identification, our driver's licenses

         18  that don't meet the standards.  And of course, the

         19  big concern that everyone has is well, how come I am

         20  not an immigrant, how come I can't use my driver's

         21  license to board a plan or enter, you know, I don't

         22  want to have to suffer these consequences.

         23                 But what people are not talking about

         24  is that the new minimum standards are so onerous,

         25  and you know the requirements that you are going to
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          2  have to meet are so burdensome that it is going to

          3  be just as bad to have to get a passport, it is

          4  going to be worse and harder to get a driver's

          5  license than it is to get a passport.  You know, and

          6  actually when you, some of the reasons people don't

          7  carry their passports around with them is because it

          8  is this valuable document, if you lose it, it is

          9  kind of a big process to get it replaced.  Well if

         10  the driver's license suddenly is as hard or harder

         11  to get than a passport, then suddenly it becomes as

         12  valuable.  And so if you lose it, it becomes as much

         13  as a hassle to renew it.

         14                 And so, you know, it is actually

         15  isn't going to be that much worse for people if

         16  their driver's license isn't accepted, because the

         17  driver's licenses is going to be just as hard to

         18  get.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON:  And if I

         20  might add, see, I think that is what they, that is

         21  their threat to try to impose some very racist

         22  legislation, is that we will inconvenient all of

         23  you.  But I think if we take that battle on, you

         24  know all the people of this State that really use

         25  their driver's license for stuff, that is a battle
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          2  we could win.  And if we lose, let's say worse comes

          3  to worse and we lose, we have actually won.  Because

          4  I will be inconvenienced with my driver's license at

          5  the airport, you know, I will figure out some way to

          6  get on the plane.  But the immigrant community, you

          7  know, won't be devastated.  We are talking about

          8  people's livelihood now.  You know, I will still be

          9  able to eat three meals a day, if I have some

         10  difficulties getting on the plane.  But when you

         11  compare it, I don't think there is any comparison.

         12  And we should stand out on a limb and say, New York

         13  State, you know be a leader in this nation.

         14                 As you said so accurately, Mr.

         15  Chairman, that New York City is the number one city

         16  in the world.  And New York State is powerful state

         17  in this union, and what we do here can reverberate

         18  across the nation, and it would be some great

         19  powerful strong leadership that we would be

         20  initiating and showing in this country.

         21                 So once again, I just recommend that

         22  instead of grave concern that we change it to we

         23  oppose it, and strongly recommend that the State

         24  opts out.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Yes, well I
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          2  believe that we should really move forward on this

          3  issue, and strongly oppose the Real ID Act.  I think

          4  we should start mobilizing people all over the

          5  State, because what this has been doing to people in

          6  the districts in different areas, we haven't begun

          7  to really see the difficulty that they are really

          8  having.  And only time will tell, because there are

          9  a lot of folks who are not being able to drive their

         10  kids to school or even work, or even pay their

         11  mortgage. And it is not getting easy, it is getting

         12  worse.  And even with the judge making that ruling,

         13  the State hasn't done anything to reverse it.

         14  Instead they appeal.

         15                 So, you know, I think we need to do a

         16  lot more. We need to see if we can mobilize all the

         17  advocates and do something more for this.  Any other

         18  comments?

         19                 I want to thank you for your

         20  testimony.  We should continue the mobilization and

         21  keep on talking about us reaching out to other

         22  states and other cities and advocates in those

         23  areas, so that at least we can let our leaders, our

         24  Congress people, our Senators know that we do not

         25  like this Real ID Act. We should start, at least,
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          2  some letter writing campaign, or something, we

          3  should start doing something so that they should

          4  know.  And not only when there is an election year,

          5  we should do it at all times, just continue, so that

          6  they know that they have a nuisance of people

          7  bothering them, because they have done something

          8  that is wrong, or that they have allowed something

          9  to happen that is grossly unfair.

         10                 Thank you.

         11                 MS. SUGIMORI:  Thank you.

         12                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Well our final

         13  panel is Maria Bottino from the Asian Americans for

         14  equality, and Tushar Sheth from the Asian American

         15  Legal Defense and Educational Fund.

         16                 MS. BOTTINO:  Good morning, Council

         17  Member Stewart, Council Member Palma.  Ny name is

         18  Maria Bottino, and I am here representing Asian

         19  Americans for Equality.

         20                 I am here today to urge you and the

         21  Council to vote in favor of Resolution 1008,

         22  supporting bipartisan, federal legislation for

         23  comprehensive immigration reform.  Asian Americans

         24  for Quality is a non- profit, community- based

         25  organization working in New York's Asian Immigrant
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          2  community for more than 30 years.  During those

          3  three decades thousands of immigrant New Yorkers

          4  have come through our doors seeking help to mitigate

          5  the negative impact of our current immigration

          6  system. Some are in the country without legal

          7  status, others are working hard toward

          8  naturalization, but have had to wait for years.

          9  Many have left behind a family, and others are still

         10  facing discrimination in housing or work.  But they

         11  are hesitant to assert their rights for fear of

         12  reprisal.  It is time to recognize the contributions

         13  that immigrants make to our nation. Immigrants

         14  enhance the labor force, the economic vitality and

         15  the cultural diversity that characterizes the United

         16  States.

         17                 I would like to tell you, very

         18  briefly, the story of one long time AALDEF member

         19  that I think illustrates some of the problems for

         20  immigrants.  This gentleman is a senior citizen who

         21  has been working in New York and living here since

         22  he jumped ship when he was 20- years- old.  This

         23  gentleman has worked long hours in restaurants all

         24  the while saving to bring his family to the US.  He

         25  sent money back to help educate his children, and he
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          2  has been unable to travel to see them.  Finally

          3  after many years he has received legal standing and

          4  he will be able to remain in the United States and

          5  is working towards his citizenship.

          6                 Nevertheless, his family grew up

          7  without him, his children went to school and

          8  married, and he was unable to attend the wedding,

          9  and his wife is now too sick to travel to the US to

         10  live here.

         11                 The proposed Kennedy/McCain

         12  Legislation would allow for a happy ending early in

         13  the game of a family such as this, who is only

         14  guilty of seeking a better way of life.

         15                 The current laws governing

         16  immigration in our country are out- of- step with

         17  the reality of our times, where 55 percent of all

         18  New Yorkers are immigrants or children of

         19  immigrants.  It is incumbent upon us to recognize

         20  that there is a place for immigrants in our society.

         21    In doing so, and in order to preserve a just and

         22  healthy society, it is critical that those coming to

         23  the US in search of work and a better life be

         24  offered adequate or place protections that they have

         25  pathways to legalization and citizenship, and that
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          2  they be able to reunify with their families.

          3                 Thank you very much.

          4                 MR. SHETH:  Hi, I am Tushar Sheth,

          5  Staff Attorney at the Asian American Legal Defense

          6  and Education Fund.  Founded in 1974, AALDEF works

          7  to promote and protect the civil rights of Asian

          8  Americans through litigation, legal advocacy, and

          9  community education.  AALDEF is a member of the New

         10  York Coalition for Immigrants' Rights to Driver's

         11  Licensess.  Thanks for hearing from us today.

         12                 The Real ID Act will have a

         13  devastating impact on Asian Americans and other

         14  immigrant communities.  Without a driver's license

         15  millions of immigrants around the nation, including

         16  here in New York City and the State of New York will

         17  be prevented from working and earning a livelihood

         18  for themselves and their families.

         19                 Beyond the basic human rights issue

         20  of the ability to work, the driver's license

         21  provisions of the Real ID Act present numerous other

         22  problems, among the:

         23                 The Real ID Act discriminates against

         24  immigrants and creates a multi- tiered system of

         25  identification.
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          2                 It requires state and local

          3  government agencies to enforce immigration laws, a

          4  policy that will result in immigrants fearing our

          5  public institutions forcing them deeper into the

          6  shadows of society.

          7                 First, the Real ID Act will prevent

          8  immigrants from working.  The fact is that like most

          9  individuals, immigrants depend on their driver's

         10  licenses to work and support themselves and their

         11  families.  For many, this means simply driving to

         12  and from their place of business.  For the thousands

         13  of immigrants who drive taxis, livery cars, and

         14  delivery trucks, driving is their work.

         15                 As you must surely understand,

         16  denying millions of immigrants the ability to work

         17  will have serious economic consequences.  Most

         18  significantly, such a policy will financially

         19  devastate immigrants and their families.  But

         20  additionally, the communities that they live and

         21  work in, such as New York City will not function

         22  without the hard work of immigrants.

         23                 The Real ID Act will also

         24  discriminate against immigrants.  The Real ID Act is

         25  based on the naive and incorrect policy of
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          2  conflating the issues of national security and

          3  immigration, and viewing them as one and the same.

          4  Immigrants are not terrorists, we are not national

          5  security threats.  It is both a violation of our

          6  rights, offensive, and deeply hurtful to a

          7  discriminatory view us in this manner.  The Real ID

          8  Act is just another in the long line of policies

          9  targeting immigrant communities such as the roundup

         10  of Arab, Muslim, and South Asian men after September

         11  11th and the Special Registration program. These

         12  policies have resulted in the unfair detention and

         13  deportation of thousands of members of our families

         14  and the spread of fear and uncertainty among our

         15  communities.

         16                 The Real ID Act is a law that

         17  discriminates against all immigrants.  It denies

         18  only immigrants the ability to obtain a driver's

         19  license.  It denies only immigrants ability to work.

         20    This type of targeting is directly in

         21  contradiction with the principles of equality and

         22  equal treatment that we value in our society.

         23                 Moreover, by creating different forms

         24  of ID based on immigration status, the Real ID Act

         25  essentially creates a multi- tiered system of
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          2  identification and takes the first step towards a

          3  national ID system.  Aside from the privacy and

          4  individual freedom issues that are raised by such a

          5  policy, such a system will result in the relegation

          6  of undocumented immigrants to a second class status.

          7                 Third, the Real ID Act mandates that

          8  state and local government agencies enforce

          9  immigration laws.  The Real ID Act requires State

         10  DMV workers and other government employees to act as

         11  enforcers of immigration laws.  Individuals charged

         12  with the duty of carrying out the unfunded mandate

         13  of Real ID will not be trained in immigration issues

         14  or to the sensitivities and needs of immigrants,

         15  thus increasing the likelihood of errors and denial

         16  of services.  The result of the involvement of state

         17  and local agencies in immigration enforcement will

         18  be that immigrant communities will fear accessing

         19  social services such as police protection, fire

         20  protection, and medical services.

         21                 Such a situation will be devastating

         22  to a city comprised of immigrants, such as New York

         23  City, as our communities and neighborhoods will be

         24  unsafe and disjointed. Through the passing of

         25  Executive Order 41, we as a City decided to respect
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          2  the ability of immigrants to be able to function

          3  freely and access City services without fear of

          4  immigration repercussions.  The implementation of

          5  Real ID would go back on that promise.

          6                 For all these reasons, and those

          7  discussed by my colleagues, it is not satisfactory

          8  for the New York City Council to resolve to only

          9  limit the implementation of the Real ID Act. A firm

         10  stand against any implementation of Real ID is truly

         11  the only proper course of action.

         12                 Thanks.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON STEWART:  Again, I am

         14  disturbed because it means then if New York City and

         15  New York State is to implement this Real ID Act, all

         16  the gains that we have had with the Executive Order

         17  41, and all the other things that we have done with

         18  the health programs and the access without fear and

         19  all of that, it will be lost with this Real ID Act

         20  Law.  And I think we need to band together to really

         21  do something about it.  Maybe we have to start

         22  locally by writing the Mayor, let him know where we

         23  stand on this issue, and have him come out forcibly.

         24    This is a time, this is an election year, and he

         25  has to show us where he stands, if he is for or
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          2  against immigrants.  We want to know.  He gives us

          3  mixed messages and says he is for immigrants.  And

          4  just recently he came out and said that the City is

          5  a City of immigrants and he appreciates what

          6  immigrants are doing for the City.  But yet,

          7  thoroughly he does not allow his Commissioner to

          8  come here to tell us exactly where the

          9  Administration stands on the Real ID Act.  They are

         10  afraid to speak out.

         11                 After we are finished with the Mayor

         12  on this issue, we will be going to the Governor to

         13  let them know that this is New York.  New York

         14  doesn't have to follow exactly what the federal

         15  government has mandated.  But, just like in New

         16  Mexico, we can rebel in that sense, letting them

         17  know that this is wrong and it is going to be

         18  detrimental to New York City and New York State as a

         19  whole.

         20                 So I want to thank you for coming in,

         21  and hopefully we can continue to mobilize and the

         22  elected officials know that we will not stand for

         23  this Real ID Act punishing New Yorkers

         24  indiscriminately like that.

         25                 On the other hand, on the other
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          2  resolution, I think it is a good step, the

          3  McCain/Kennedy Legislation.  We hope that the other

          4  elected officials will, at least, join with them and

          5  make sure that this piece of legislation is passed,

          6  so that it can make it easier for folks who are here

          7  and need to be regularized (sic) or be documented.

          8                 Once again, I want to thank you.  Go

          9  out there and start mobilizing your folks, telling

         10  them to write letters to the Mayor now.  Let the

         11  Mayor know that we feel that the Real ID Act is bad,

         12  and he must take a stand, he must stand up and say

         13  exactly.  This is an election year, we want to know

         14  where the Mayor stands on this issue.  And also

         15  write to the other candidates, let them speak out

         16  about it.  When they speak out about it, the Mayor

         17  will have to take a position, because he will have

         18  to answer to whatever they say.  And we then make a

         19  difference in terms of Washington.

         20                 Thank you very much, and may God

         21  bless you.

         22                 MR. SHETH:  Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON SHETH:  This meeting

         24  stands adjourned. Thank you.

         25                 (Hearing adjourned at 11:15 a.m.)

                                                            73

          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2                 (The following testimony was read

          3  into the record.)

          4  Aarti Shahani

          5  Co- founder

          6  Families For Freedom

          7                 Good morning.  I am very happy to be

          8  here, in the company of people who are actively

          9  concerned about the ongoing federal attack on

         10  immigrant rights.  My name is Aarti Shahani, and I

         11  am a co- founder of Families For Freedom (FFF).  FFF

         12  is a New York network by and for immigrants facing

         13  deportation.  All of our members are immigrant

         14  prisoners (detainees), former immigrant prisoners,

         15  their loved ones, or individuals at risk of

         16  deportation.  Our constituents come primarily from

         17  Latin America, the Caribbean, and South Asia.

         18                 I wish I could start with a note of

         19  optimism, but I can't.  I started working with

         20  immigrant families torn apart by deportation in

         21  1999, when we were still feeling the fall- out of

         22  the 1996 immigration laws.  Prior to September 11th,

         23  I went to the Capital regularly to try to push for

         24  changes to the 1996 laws.  In fact, I was there on

         25  9/11, on my way to more House and Senate offices.
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          2  When the Towers collapsed, we all knew then that the

          3  campaign to Fix '96 would too.

          4                 And now we are in a very different

          5  United States. Before, lawmakers from both sides of

          6  the aisle realized that we had taken away too many

          7  rights from immigrants.  But now we are repeating

          8  history's mistakes.  Real ID, the most sweeping

          9  immigration reform in a decade, passed with

         10  virtually no notice. It was not even debated on the

         11  floors of Congress.  It was slipped into the

         12  military appropriations bill in a closed conference

         13  committee dominated by lawmakers itching to strip

         14  immigrants of our most basic rights.  And they can

         15  get away with it; it has become so acceptable to

         16  treat immigrants as potential terrorists that we no

         17  longer remember that we are talking about real life

         18  human beings, with families and livelihoods planted

         19  firmly in the US.

         20                 In the weeks before Real ID's

         21  passage, FFF did massive community outreach and

         22  wrote and disseminated action alerts.  We were

         23  desperate to stop the bill, and make sure the

         24  community understood that this bill was not Amnesty

         25  (see Caribbean Life front page article).  We also
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          2  wanted to highlight one of the most radical

          3  provisions; Real ID suspends habeas corpus for

          4  immigrants facing deportation.  It is the first time

          5  since the Civil War that this constitutional right

          6  has been stripped from an entire class.  Now New

          7  Yorkers in deportation who are being shipped around

          8  the country may not be able to challenge unlawful

          9  deportations in judicial courts.  Their voices will

         10  be limited to the administrative immigration courts

         11  run by the Department of Justice.

         12                 Since 1996, 1.2 million people have

         13  been deported. FFF gets calls every day from

         14  immigrants and citizens who are learning about

         15  deportation firsthand.  The most common way for a

         16  New Yorker to enter deportation is through the

         17  criminal justice system.  One of our most active

         18  members is a US citizen named Carol McDonald.  Her

         19  husband Linden, a long- term greencard holder and

         20  Rastafarian, was arrested in 2003 for $10 of

         21  marijuana.  The lawyer told him to plead guilty,

         22  without warning that he could get deported.  While

         23  Linden was serving a two- week sentence at Rikers

         24  Island, immigration agents housed there interviewed

         25  him without notifying his counsel or consulate.
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          2  They marked him for deportation.  He was then

          3  transferred from New York into immigration

          4  detention.  Carol did not know where her husband was

          5  for a whole week (no one calls the family when this

          6  happens). Linden ended up in Oakdale, Louisiana.  He

          7  has lost his case and is appealing with little hope.

          8    He has been detained now for 18 months.  His 9-

          9  year- old daughter, born in New York, cannot

         10  understand why they took daddy away.

         11                 FFF believes that we can only win the

         12  struggle for immigrant rights when we stop the

         13  conflation of national security and immigration.

         14  Immigrants do not have anything inherently to do

         15  with terrorism.  After all, it was a white citizen,

         16  American and Gulf War veteran who bombed the

         17  Oklahoma City Building.  On a practical level, we

         18  would ask three things of you:

         19                 Help immigrant families seeking

         20  relief and prosecutorial discretion.  Elected

         21  officials cannot interfere in matters of judicial

         22  courts.  You can, however, document your support for

         23  families in the administrative immigration courts.

         24  (NB: Your office already helps families expedite

         25  citizenship applications.) For those few families
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          2  who have a chance at staying together, your letter

          3  could go a long way.  Some of your offices refer

          4  cases to your constituents to us.  I would be happy

          5  to talk with your immigration caseworkers about how

          6  your offices may better assist immigrant families on

          7  deportation cases.

          8                 Make New York a safe haven.  We have

          9  to work harder than ever to protect local

         10  communities against the whims and blows of the

         11  federal government.  Please strategize with all

         12  levels of New York government (Congress people,

         13  members of the State Assembly, and of course City

         14  Council) on how to defend New York immigrants

         15  against federal enforcement.  Also, please don't

         16  just look at the Good Immigrants.  FFF jokes that we

         17  are an organization of the Bad Immigrants (people

         18  with past crimes- no matter how small; people with

         19  old deportation orders.)  But despite the labels

         20  cast on us, we are real life human beings, with

         21  families and livelihoods planted firmly in the US.

         22  Deportation for us is typically a surprise

         23  punishment because the local/federal collaboration

         24  continues to be strong and secretive. We ask City

         25  Council to look specifically at the ways in which

                                                            78

          1  COMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION

          2  local police, and the Departments of Corrections,

          3  Parole and Probation are helping to enforce

          4  immigration law.  That collaboration must stop.

          5                 Revive the Fix '96 agenda among New

          6  York's Congressional Delegation.  Our vigilant

          7  opposition to anti immigrant provisions should be

          8  loud and clear.  Please proactively talk with

          9  members of Congress, and educate them, and hold them

         10  accountable (see Daily News column).  The

         11  Comprehensive Immigration Reform agenda being

         12  spearheaded by Senators Kennedy and McCain does not

         13  include provisions to help long- term residents with

         14  garden- variety crimes.  Defending the rights of

         15  immigrants with past convictions may seem

         16  politically impalpable. But it is the right thing to

         17  do, and there are thousands of families who will

         18  continue to suffer until you champion our cause.

         19  Our city testifies to that.

         20                 Thank you for considering my

         21  testimony.

         22                 (Hearing concluded at 12:10 p.m.)
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