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Amends Subdivision r of Section 1072.

INTRODUCTION


On October 10, 2013, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member James Vacca, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 1163, a Local Law to amend the Charter of the City of New York, in relation to requiring the Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications (DOITT) to create and maintain an interactive website detailing traffic crash data. This will be the first hearing on this bill.  The Committee expects to hear testimony from the New York City Police Department (NYPD) as well as other interested stakeholders and community members.

BACKGROUND


Although some progress has been made, traffic crashes remain a persistent problem in New York City, imperiling the lives of drivers, passengers, cyclists, and pedestrians. The last couple of years have brought an increase in traffic fatalities, from 236 in FY 2011 to 291 and 261 in FY 2012 and FY 2013, respectively.
 There were over 37,000 collisions with injuries in calendar year 2012, and there have already been over 36,000 so far in 2013. 
 In August 2013 alone, there were 16,729 motor vehicle collisions in the City, injuring 4,846 people and killing 34, including 13 pedestrians and cyclists.
 A 2011 report by the Drum Major Institute for Public Policy and Transportation Alternatives found that more New Yorkers are killed by traffic than murdered by guns.

Local Law 12 of 2011



In February 2011, the Council passed, and the Mayor signed, Int. No. 370-A which became Local Law 12 of 2011. Among other provisions, this law requires the NYPD to publish data related to traffic crashes on its website. Specifically, it must publish: the number of moving violations issued by the NYPD, disaggregated by the type of summons; the number of traffic crashes, disaggregated by the type of vehicle or vehicles involved and by the number of motorists and/or injured passengers, bicyclists and pedestrians involved; and the number of traffic-related fatalities and injuries disaggregated by the number of motorists and/or injured passengers, bicyclists and pedestrians involved and the apparent human contributing factor or factors involved in the crash, including, but not limited to alcohol, driver inattention/distraction, speeding, failure to yield and use of cell phones or other mobile devices. The data must be published in the aggregate city-wide and borough-wide and be searchable by police precinct and intersection, except for the summons data, which is searchable by borough and police precinct only. The law requires the NYPD to update the data at least once a month.


The NYPD complies with Local Law 12 of 2011 by publishing the required data on its website in PDF documents and Excel spreadsheets.

Local Law 39 of 2013

In April 2013, the Council passed Int. No. 984-A which became Local Law 39 of 2013 when the Mayor signed it the following month. The law requires DOITT to provide an interactive crime map on the City's website, which will visually display the aggregate monthly, yearly and year-to-date totals for the current and the most recent prior calendar years for each class of crime that is reported to the NYPD, or for which an arrest was made, including crimes that occurred in parks and subway stations. The map is to be searchable by address, zip code, and patrol precinct. Local Law 39 of 2013 will go into effect on November 11, 2013.

Int. No. 1163 would provide additional transparency and public information by building on the aforementioned local laws. The map would allow academic experts, traffic safety advocates, and members of the public to more easily study traffic crashes, identify trends, and develop ideas for collision mitigation strategies. Individuals would also be able to examine the relative safety of roads near locations relevant to their own lives, such as their home or their child’s school. Other jurisdictions, including the State of Missouri and the State of Michigan, make traffic crash maps available to the public on the Internet.

ANALYSIS


Section one of Int. No. 1163 would amend Subdivision r of Section 1072 of the Charter of the City of New York. 
As amended by Int. No. 1163, the subdivision would require that the interactive crime map required by Local Law 39 of 2013 also include information about the aggregate monthly, yearly and year-to-date totals of traffic crashes, and the number of fatalities that resulted from all such traffic crashes, for each segment of a street bounded by one or more intersections and/or a terminus.  This subdivision would also require the Mayor to ensure that all relevant agencies cooperate and assist DOITT by providing all relevant information necessary for DOITT to compile this map.

Section two of Int. No. 1163 states that the local law would take effect one hundred eighty days after its enactment.
Int. No. 1163

By Council Members Lappin, Brewer, Chin, Eugene, Gentile, Jackson, James, Koo, Lander, Mendez, Palma, Richards, Wills, Rodriguez and Ulrich 
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the department of information technology and telecommunications to create and maintain an interactive website detailing traffic crash data. 
Be it enacted by the Council as follows: 
Section 1. Subdivision r of Section 1072 of the New York city charter is amended to read as follows:

r. to provide to the public, at no charge on the city's website, an interactive crime and traffic crash map that, for each segment of a street bounded by one or more intersections and/or a terminus, shall visually display the aggregate monthly, yearly and year-to-date totals for the current and the most recent prior calendar years for each class of crime that is reported to the New York city police department, or for which an arrest was made, including crimes that occurred in parks and subway stations, and for each such segment of a street, the aggregate monthly, yearly and year-to-date totals of traffic crashes and the number of fatalities that resulted from all such traffic crashes. Such map shall be searchable by address, zip code, and patrol precinct. All information required by this subdivision shall be available on the city's website as soon as practicable but in no case more than one month after a crime complaint has been filed or a traffic crash has occurred. The mayor shall ensure that all agencies provide the department with such assistance and information as the department requires to compile and update the interactive crime and traffic crash map.

§ 2. This local law shall take effect one hundred eighty days after its enactment.

LF

LS#4713

5/21/13

� Mayor’s Management Report, September 2013, at pg. 152


� Written testimony of Deputy Chief John T. Cassidy, Executive Officer, Chief of Transportation,  New York City Police Department submitted at a public hearing of the City Council Transportation and Public Safety Committees, 9/30/2013


� NYPD Motor Vehicle Collision Report for August 2013, accessed via � HYPERLINK "http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/downloads/pdf/traffic_data/cityacc.pdf" �http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/downloads/pdf/traffic_data/cityacc.pdf�  on 10/7/2013


� � HYPERLINK "http://transalt.org/files/news/reports/2011/Vision_Zero.pdf" �http://transalt.org/files/news/reports/2011/Vision_Zero.pdf�


� http://www.nyc.gov/html/nypd/html/traffic_reports/motor_vehicle_collision_data.shtml


� Missouri’s map can be found here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mshp.dps.mo.gov/TR15Map/index.jsp" �http://www.mshp.dps.mo.gov/TR15Map/index.jsp� and Michigan’s map can be found here: � HYPERLINK "https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9615_11261-182140--,00.html" �https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,4616,7-151-9615_11261-182140--,00.html� 
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