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          1  COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Good morning,

          3  everyone. Welcome to today's hearing on the Civil

          4  Service and Labor Committee. My name is Joe Addabbo.

          5  I'll be chairing the meeting, and thank you all for

          6  being here.

          7                 Today's hearing is being convened for

          8  the purposes of a preconsidered Intro at the request

          9  of Mayor Bloomberg.

         10                 As part of recently-negotiated

         11  contracts settlement between the City of New York

         12  and the Uniformed Firefighters Association, the

         13  parties agreed to support legislation that would

         14  require persons who have served in the New York City

         15  Police Department and who then joined the New York

         16  City Fire Department, to be hired at an entry level

         17  hiring rate.

         18                 Upon appointment to the FDNY, such

         19  employees would be considered newly-appointed

         20  employees for the purposes of salary, eligibility

         21  for promotion, and all other economic benefits,

         22  other than retirement and pension benefits.

         23                 This legislation is necessary to

         24  implement what was agreed to by the Mayor and the

         25  Uniformed Firefighters Association and collective
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          1  COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR

          2  bargaining. And I thank you all for being here. We

          3  do have a witness to speak today, and I welcome

          4  Commissioner James Hanley, Office of Labor

          5  Relations.

          6                 Commissioner, once again, always a

          7  pleasure to have you here. Thank you.

          8                 COMMISSIONER HANLEY: Good morning.

          9  Thank you. It's nice to be here.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: It's a pleasure

         11  having you.

         12                 COMMISSIONER HANLEY: This bill would

         13  amend Subdivision A of Section 15-111 of the

         14  Administrative Code so that the members of the

         15  Uniformed Force of the Fire Department, who are New

         16  York City police officers, prior to joining the Fire

         17  Department, to have their prior service counted in

         18  determining compensation or eligibility for

         19  promotion.

         20                 Upon appointment to the FDNY, they

         21  shall be considered newly-appointed employees for

         22  purposes of salary and other economic benefits.

         23  Certainly not pensions.

         24                 As part of the overall savings

         25  mechanisms agreed to by the parties, the City and
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          2  the Firefighters Association agreed that newly-hired

          3  firefighters with prior police service shall no

          4  longer have their prior service counted in

          5  determining their compensation or eligibility for

          6  promotion in the Fire Department.

          7                 It's important to note that this was

          8  a voluntary agreement that was negotiated at the

          9  bargaining table between the City and the

         10  Firefighters Association, and this legislation is

         11  necessary in order to implement what was agreed to

         12  by the parties.

         13                 It's also important to note that the

         14  savings associated with the amendment have already

         15  been applied to the UFA's contract settlement, which

         16  was recently ratified by the union.

         17                 Under the terms of the memorandum of

         18  agreement entered into between the City and the UFA,

         19  if this proposed bill was not enacted, the parties

         20  would be required to reopen the negotiations to find

         21  similar savings in another area.

         22                 Based upon the City's costing, using

         23  our methodology used for all of our employees, the

         24  savings associated would start at approximately $1.5

         25  million per year, and gradually increase to 4.5
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          2  million and $5 million in the fourth fiscal year.

          3                 We would urge you to pass this bill.

          4  Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Commissioner,

          6  thank you, again, for your time and testimony.

          7                 How long were you in negotiations

          8  with the UFA, roughly?

          9                 COMMISSIONER HANLEY: They were in

         10  office for quite some period of time. Within the

         11  City, I know you had hearings earlier, within the

         12  City we have some unions that haven't even asked for

         13  their first bargaining session yet. So, I would

         14  certainly indicate to you that although we have

         15  asked all of our unions to come in and start the

         16  bargaining process, quite often unions sit back and

         17  wait.

         18                 In the case of the UFA, the

         19  bargaining went on for some period of time. Once

         20  there was an award in the case of the Police

         21  Officers it intensified over a period of a couple of

         22  weeks of pretty intensive bargaining, we settled the

         23  contract.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: And as you have

         25  stated, if for whatever reason this bill does not
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          2  pass this Committee, all those months of negotiation

          3  go out the window. You're back to basically starting

          4  almost from square one.

          5                 COMMISSIONER HANLEY: We have to start

          6  again on this particular savings to find some other

          7  area that would generate the savings here, yes.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Okay.

          9                 At this point, let me welcome my

         10  colleagues who are here today. We have Council

         11  Member Melissa Mark-Viverito, and to my left here,

         12  Council Member Mike Nelson.

         13                 I also want to thank those who put

         14  this hearing together. Our Policy Analyst Joan

         15  Povolny, Legal Counsel here, Harold Gates. My

         16  Legislative Aid Steve Adenesio.

         17                 And, Commissioner, again, I'm going

         18  to suggest as Chair of this Committee that this

         19  Committee votes to approve this piece of legislation

         20  at the request of the Mayor so that the contract for

         21  our Firefighters Union can go forward.

         22                 COMMISSIONER HANLEY: Thank you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Thank you,

         24  Commissioner.

         25                 No other questions from my
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          2  colleagues?

          3                 COMMISSIONER HANLEY: Thank you.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: I would also

          5  like to welcome, as he settles in, Council Member

          6  Jim Gennaro.

          7                 Council member.

          8                 And, again, as Chair of the

          9  Committee, I would like to request that Council

         10  members vote yes so that our firefighters can have a

         11  valid contract, and that they can go forward.

         12                 So, at this point I'm going to please

         13  call the roll for a vote.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered

         15  introduction. Council Member Addabbo.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Yes.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of four in

         24  the affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         25  abstentions, item is adopted.
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          2                 Council Members, please sign the

          3  Committee Report.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON ADDABBO: My colleagues, I

          5  know it's a busy day today, and I want to thank my

          6  colleagues for being here on this really long

          7  hearing. We can only hope that all the hearings in

          8  the future can go so smoothly. I again thank you for

          9  your time. Please sign, and you're free to go.

         10                 Thank you very much, ladies and

         11  gentlemen. Committee on Civil Service and Labor is

         12  adjourned.

         13                 (Hearing concluded at 10:57 a.m.)
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          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )
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          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 4th day of April 2006.
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