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TITLE:	A Local Law in relation to continuation of the New York city rent stabilization law of nineteen hundred sixty-nine

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:	Amends section 26-520

INTRODUCTION
On October 15, 2020, the Committee on Housing and Buildings, chaired by Council Member Robert Cornegy, Jr., will hold a hearing on Int. No. 2093, in relation to continuation of the New York city rent stabilization law of nineteen hundred sixty-nine. This bill was first heard on September 17, 2020. More information about this bill, along with the materials for that hearing, can be found at https://on.nyc.gov/3nOwyxa.    

Int. No. 2093
Pursuant to State law, to maintain rent stabilization, the City of New York must conduct a housing and vacancy survey (“HVS”) periodically to determine whether there is still a housing emergency.[footnoteRef:1] If an emergency continues to exist, the Council may determine to pass legislation extending the City’s Rent Stabilization Law of 1969 until the following determination is due.[footnoteRef:2]  The HVS, which is sponsored by HPD and conducted in collaboration with the United States Census Bureau (“Census Bureau”),[footnoteRef:3] was last conducted in 2017 and identified a continuing housing crisis, which resulted in the Council passing legislation extending the City’s Rent Stabilization Law in 2018 to April 1, 2021.[footnoteRef:4]   [1:  See Local Emergency Housing Rent Control Act §1(3).]  [2:  Id.]  [3:  United States Census Bureau, New York City Housing and Vacancy Survey (NYCHVS), available at: https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/nychvs.html (last accessed October 13, 2020).]  [4:  Local Law 85 for the year 2018.] 

When the City last extended its Rent Stabilization Law in 2018, State law mandated a determination of emergency every three years, putting the due date for the next determination in 2021.  However, for the Council to determine whether to further extend the Rent Stabilization Law in 2021, the next HVS would need to be conducted this year, the same year the Census Bureau is conducting the decennial census. Recognizing that the Census Bureau may not have the capacity to assist HPD during the year of a decennial census, the State amended the Local Emergency Housing Rent Control Act in April of this year to delay the required survey and determination by one year when the year of the HVS and the decennial census would otherwise coincide.[footnoteRef:5] The due date for the next determination has thus been moved from 2021 to 2022.  In accordance with such amendment, this bill would amend the expiration date of the New York City Rent Stabilization Law, reflecting the extension of the deadline for the Council’s determination by one year, from April 1, 2021 to April 1, 2022.  [5:  2020 Sess. Law News of N.Y. Ch. 56 (S. 7506-B) (McKinney’s).] 

This legislation would take effect immediately.
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Int. No. 2093

By Council Members Cornegy, Kallos, Louis, Rosenthal, Powers and Chin

..Title
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to continuation of the New York city rent stabilization law of nineteen hundred sixty-nine
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Section 26-520 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by local law number 85 for the year 2018, is amended to read as follows:
§ 26-520 Expiration date. This chapter shall expire on April 1, [2021] 2022 unless rent control shall sooner terminate as provided in subdivision three of section one of the local emergency housing rent control law.
§ 2. This local law shall take effect immediately.
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