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          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Good morning. I

          3  am Morton Povman, Chair of the Committee on Rules,

          4  Privileges and Elections.

          5                 Pursuant to Section 31 of the New

          6  York City Charter, the Committee on Rules,

          7  Privileges and Elections will consider on this date

          8  five nominees of the Mayor for reappointment to the

          9  New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         10                 The Commission have the powers and

         11  duties prescribed by law with respect to the

         12  establishment and regulation of landmarks, portions

         13  of landmarks, landmark sites, material landmarks,

         14  interior landmarks, scenic landmarks and historic

         15  districts.

         16                 The law states that the Commission

         17  shall consist of 11 members. The membership shall

         18  include at least three architects, one historian

         19  qualified in the field, one City Planner or

         20  landscape architect or one realtor.

         21                 The membership shall include at least

         22  one resident at each of the boroughs, and the

         23  members are appointed by the Mayor for three-year

         24  terms.

         25                 Prior to appointing an architect,
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          2  historian or City Planner or landscape architect,

          3  the Mayor may consult with the Fine Arts Federation

          4  of New York or similar organizations.

          5                 The members of the Commission, other

          6  than the Chair, serve without compensation, but are

          7  reimbursed for expenses. The Mayor designates a

          8  chair and a vice chair from the members and the

          9  Commission hires an executive director and such

         10  other employees as may be required.

         11                 Chapter 74 of the Charter sets forth

         12  the procedure to be followed, notice of any proposed

         13  landmarks designation has to be sent to the City

         14  Planning Commission all effected community boards

         15  and the effected Borough President.

         16                 The nominees appearing before the

         17  Committee today, and we will start out, number one,

         18  with Mr. Pablo Vengoechea.

         19                 Good morning, Mr. Vengoechea, and

         20  welcome to the Rules Committee.

         21                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Good morning. Thank

         22  you.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And I want to

         24  apologize for keeping you folks waiting, but it was

         25  not anyone's fault, we had a competing meeting of
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          2  the Finance Committee, and most of the members of

          3  the Rules Committee are also members of Finance, so

          4  we had to wait in order to give you a proper

          5  audience.

          6                 Could you tell us a little bit about

          7  your background at the Landmarks Commission?

          8                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Yes. Good morning,

          9  honorable Chairman, and members of the Rules,

         10  Privileges and Elections Committee. Thank you for

         11  allowing me to make this statement.

         12                 My name is Pablo Vengoechea. I am an

         13  urban planner, an architect, and resident of Staten

         14  Island. I must say, it has been an honor for me to

         15  serve in the Landmarks Commissioner under the

         16  dynamic and intelligent and colorful leadership of

         17  Chairman Raab, and in the company of my insightful

         18  and very thoughtful fellow commissioners, as well,

         19  who are here this morning.

         20                 I think that this is one of the

         21  reasons why I am interested in continuing to serve

         22  on the Commission, is partly due to the unique and

         23  committed group of people that I have to work with,

         24  both at the Commission and the staff of the

         25  Landmarks Preservation Commission.
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          2                 These are intelligent professionals,

          3  experienced in their field and who I have learned a

          4  lot from. I think we, as a commission, have been

          5  instrumental in carrying out a vision of

          6  preservation that welcomes modern design and

          7  promoted innovation in design. And I think we have,

          8  this particular commission has succeeded with the

          9  help of many talented architects, preservation is in

         10  giving space to an architecture that is born both of

         11  a historic context, as well as contemporary urban

         12  development needs. An architecture which in many

         13  ways embodies the values of tradition and history

         14  and, yet, it expresses the vocabulary material style

         15  and details of modern design. So, I believe that our

         16  work at the Commission also has increased in many

         17  ways, public participation, we now meet three to

         18  four times a month, and that's a significant --

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Do you find that

         20  you have adequate personnel in order to do the job

         21  with the increased numbers of applications that are

         22  coming in?

         23                 MR. VENGOECHEA: I am there only one

         24  day a week. I think that would be a question better

         25  directed to Chairman Raab and the staff.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Are you straining

          3  a little?

          4                 MR. VENGOECHEA: We sometimes seem to

          5  be straining, yes.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, we will

          7  discuss that with your chairman.

          8                 Now, after going through a whole life

          9  story, in terms of our investigations of every one

         10  who comes before us, and even people who are

         11  volunteers and don't even get paid for their jobs,

         12  we still have an obligation under the Charter to all

         13  oversight, and what came out in connection with the

         14  investigation is the SRO situation that exists in

         15  the building.

         16                 Could you just explain briefly what

         17  has happened, and how you are going to correct it?

         18                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Right.

         19                 I thought I had made I guess

         20  ineffectual attempts to remedy the situation in

         21  1998, when I changed the boiler, put in an

         22  application for a two-family. That wasn't enough,

         23  and what I am proposing to do now to remedy the

         24  situation is hire the professional expertise of a

         25  Staten Island professional that is more
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          2  knowledgeable of Building Department intricacies

          3  than I am, and file for a change of certificate of

          4  occupancy, as well as all the necessary approvals

          5  from the other agencies, like Housing Preservation

          6  and Development, and I will commit to doing that

          7  within a reasonable time period that the Committee

          8  sets.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: All right, the

         10  situation is regarded as somewhat serious because it

         11  involves the very nature of the work that you do on

         12  the Landmarks Commission to some extent. We will

         13  have someone consult with you to make sure that that

         14  situation is corrected, if possible, before your

         15  next term commences. Because we would like to know

         16  you are going into the next term without that

         17  problem behind you.

         18                 MR. VENGOECHEA: I will do that.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Other than that,

         20  there is nothing that we see that would constitute

         21  any type of a restraint on your reappointment and

         22  you have a good record.

         23                 Have you begun to hire your

         24  professionals in order to take care of that problem?

         25                 MR. VENGOECHEA: I am meeting with a
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          2  professional experienced in Building Department

          3  matters on Friday, and actually, I have a letter

          4  that they initiated work just simply looking at what

          5  is on record, what is on file.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: We would like you

          7  to do this in an expedited fashion with as little

          8  delay as possible, and also take care of whatever

          9  outstanding fines there are in connection with the

         10  violation.

         11                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Right. The matter

         12  will be resolved according to what the process

         13  yields.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any other

         15  questions? Okay, do you have a question?

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

         18  Michels.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Could I have

         20  the correct pronunciation of your name?

         21                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Vengoechea.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Vengoechea,

         23  okay. I am very sensitive to that because most

         24  people mispronounce my name. They call me Michelle

         25  and all sorts of things, but they don't call me late
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          2  for dinner, that's all I'm interested in.

          3                 You know, we take this thing very

          4  seriously, and you, as a member of the Landmarks

          5  Commission, the Commission itself is very strict,

          6  and hopefully rightfully strict under the esteemed

          7  leadership, and when we landmark buildings in

          8  neighborhoods, we want compliance, it is extremely

          9  important that we have compliance, and we call upon

         10  people to comply in a timely way, so it is really,

         11  it takes away from the fact that what we are asking

         12  people to do is to have a member, the vice chairman

         13  of the Commission, who is himself, for whatever

         14  reason, and it could be what you thought was going

         15  on, and I'm sure your motivation was the best, and

         16  you thought it was cleared up, but it does really

         17  take away from the strictness of what we are trying

         18  to do in this Commission, we are trying to get

         19  everybody to adhere to the law. So, that's why we

         20  are being so tough on this type of situation.

         21                 MR. VENGOECHEA: I understand that,

         22  and I appreciate that fact, and as I said, I am

         23  willing to do this in as short a period of time as

         24  possible. I, too, am interested in eliminating this

         25  as a problem.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I know you

          3  are. But you can't let these things go by.

          4                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: You can't

          6  neglect them. These things have to be done, because

          7  somebody is going to say, why should I have to

          8  comply with what the Landmarks Commission says when

          9  the vice chairman hasn't done this and hasn't done

         10  that, and, you know, it will come out. So, it is

         11  extremely important that you get this done, even

         12  before the expediter gets on board, so it shows that

         13  as soon as it was brought to your attention you took

         14  care of it, and that you have gotten it done,

         15  because otherwise there's a credibility crisis with

         16  the whole commission, and that is extremely

         17  important that we have this done. I hope you

         18  understand that.

         19                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Yes, I recognize

         20  that.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: And your

         22  Chair has vouged for you and told us things about

         23  you which are extremely important to us to take into

         24  consideration. On that basis alone I am going to

         25  support you, otherwise I must tell you, I would not
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          2  have supported you without your chair speaking on

          3  your behalf, you should understand that.

          4                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Understood.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: She has a lot

          6  of credibility.

          7                 Thank you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          9  Spigner.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

         11  Mr. Chairman.

         12                 You are the vice chair of the

         13  Landmarks Commission?

         14                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Yes.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: It's an

         16  excellent prospect that you may be the chair, I

         17  don't know what the politics   of that situation.

         18                 MR. VENGOECHEA: I don't know either.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I just

         20  suggest, though, and I acknowledge the presence of

         21  the current chair or former chair, I don't know what

         22  the status is, current chair?

         23                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Current.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I wish you

         25  well in your new area of service. I just would say,
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          2  though, to you, sir, and to the other members who

          3  are to be confirmed, that the goals and concepts of

          4  landmarking are notable and to be supported, but

          5  there are times when you have to use your head as

          6  well as your heart; do you understand what I am

          7  saying?

          8                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: There are

         10  examples of mistakes in landmarking and there are

         11  notable successes. I would only suggest to you and

         12  all of the other ladies and gentlemen who are to be

         13  confirmed and reaffirmed today, that a mix, you

         14  know, of the head and the heart, in the interest of

         15  laws that are enforceable and programs that work. I

         16  wish you well.

         17                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Thank you.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Any other

         19  members?

         20                 Hearing none --

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: No, Morty?

         22                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Excuse me?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Council

         24  Member O'Donovan.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Oh, Council

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            14

          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  Member O'Donovan.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: A Staten

          4  Islander.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: He has been

          7  a wonderful member of the Commission, and he

          8  certainly pays attention to detail. As far as this

          9  fine goes, it will be resurrected, taken care of,

         10  and I am happy to vote yes.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I have complete

         12  confidence. Mr. Vengoechea enjoys an excellent

         13  reputation, and once he clears this up, he will be

         14  back right on target again.

         15                 MR. VENGOECHEA: Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You are excused.

         17                 We will be voting on all the

         18  candidates in a joint vote, and then this afternoon

         19  at the Council session the entire Council will pass

         20  upon all the persons who are being reappointed

         21  today.

         22                 MR. VENGOECHEA: All right. Thank you

         23  very much.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: The next

         25  candidate is Deborah Gardner.
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          2                 MS. GARDNER: Good morning.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Welcome to the

          4  Rules Committee.

          5                 MS. GARDNER: Thank you. It's a

          6  pleasure to be here in this beautiful room. Thank

          7  you.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Would you like to

          9  make a statement with respect to your reappointment?

         10                 MS. GARDNER: Yes, just a brief one,

         11  and then I will be happy to answer any questions you

         12  might have.

         13                 Since the spring of 1997, I have

         14  served as the architectural historian on the

         15  Landmarks Preservation Commission. I brought to that

         16  position a Ph.D from Columbia University and more

         17  than 25 years of experience as a writer, a teacher

         18  and a practitioner of history in a variety of

         19  settings, including walking tours of our City in

         20  many neighborhoods, worked for museums, law firms

         21  and non-profit organizations.

         22                 During the Commission's public

         23  meetings and hearings, as well as during Committee

         24  sessions, it's been my responsibility to comment on

         25  the architectural significance of the physical
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          2  components of the building's review, as well as the

          3  historical and cultural and historical and social

          4  significance of the function and the users of the

          5  building, particularly in regard to landmarking.

          6                 I use my knowledge to evaluate

          7  documents prepared by the staff as well as the

          8  applicants and try to come an informed decision

          9  about the historical appropriateness of the

         10  proposals.

         11                 In addition, on dozens of occasions I

         12  have made site visits to projects that we have been

         13  concerned with whether they were individual

         14  buildings or historic districts.

         15                 These visits have been enlightening,

         16  they have been fun and they have always been a

         17  wonderful reminder of how diverse and interesting

         18  our City is, particularly the many historical

         19  treasures that our Commission has to protect.

         20                 I seek reappointment to the Landmarks

         21  Commission to continue this work.

         22                 I am a native New Yorker, I have

         23  lived in four of the five boroughs in one way or

         24  another, and I consider it a privilege to work as a

         25  public servant.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            17

          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 Four years ago I made a pledge to

          3  you. I said I would give a fair hearing to all who

          4  came before the Commission, that I would try to

          5  balance the compelling needs of all parties and I

          6  would try to help educate all participants about the

          7  breadth of the City's history and it's importance

          8  for the City's future, economically, aesthetically

          9  and culturally, and if I am reappointed, I will

         10  continue to adhere to these goals.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you very

         12  much.

         13                 I do want to commend all of the

         14  members of the Commission, those who are unsalaried.

         15  I understand that you undergo a pretty thorough

         16  investigation by the City and then by the City

         17  Council, but believe me, it is important that even

         18  on volunteers that we find that the people are of

         19  good moral character and are there to serve the best

         20  interest of the City, have no conflicts of interest,

         21  so as inconvenienced as it is, it is necessary, and

         22  as a result, we have some of the finest commissions

         23  in the City of New York and most of them are

         24  volunteers and we are very proud of them.

         25                 Any questions of Ms. Gardner?
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          2                 Hearing none, you are excused, and

          3  thank you for appearing this morning.

          4                 MS. GARDNER: Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: The next

          6  candidate will be Christopher Moore.

          7                 MR. MOORE: Good morning.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Good morning.

          9  Welcome to the Rules Committee. Would you like to

         10  make a statement?

         11                 MR. MOORE: Thank you, I will.

         12                 Good morning, Chairman Povman and

         13  members of the Committee, my name is Christopher

         14  Moore, and I am honored to be before you this

         15  morning as a nominee for the Landmarks Preservation

         16  Commission. I was not born in New York City, but

         17  there is no title that I wear more proudly than

         18  "native New Yorker." Through my mother's ancestry I

         19  am a descendant of the first European settlers who

         20  arrived here in 1625. I am also a descendant of the

         21  first Africans who were enslaved and arrived here

         22  with the Dutch almost 400 years ago to help build a

         23  colony, and I am a descendant of the Algonkian

         24  Natives, who archeologists tell us arrived on this

         25  Island more than 12,000 years ago.
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          2                 From my mother, Norma Defries Moore,

          3  I learned that the contributions of my native

          4  American, my African and my European ancestors, all

          5  who lived, played, worked and died here.

          6                 As a child growing up in Hillburn,

          7  New York, in Rockland County, during the 1950s, my

          8  favorite pass time was to walk up the hill behind my

          9  house and look at the magical vista of New York City

         10  about 20 miles away which looked like the Land of

         11  Oz. I was taught as a child the history of my

         12  ancestors, and I learned to look at New York City

         13  from that hilltop and imagine it as it looked long

         14  ago, even without the wigwams it was a mystical

         15  place.

         16                 In effect, I learned to love New York

         17  City before I ever set foot here as a teenager. I am

         18  very fortunate that in my work everyday I researched

         19  the history of the City of New York, it is the

         20  financial artistic literary cultural and sports

         21  capital of the world, it is perhaps the educational

         22  and historic capital as well. For if there were only

         23  one city in the nation or in the entire world to

         24  which we could go to learn as much as we could about

         25  the history of all mankind, one city, it would be
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          2  New York City, for the other great cities of the

          3  world are all here and our people, our homes, our

          4  businesses and our history.

          5                 I have served proudly on the New York

          6  City Landmarks Preservation Commission for two

          7  previous appointments, from 1995 to the present. My

          8  only regret is that the Commission was not around

          9  12,000 years ago.

         10                 But since its founding in 1965, I

         11  think the Commission has done a great job. Through

         12  the Commission we have preserved landscapes that the

         13  natives did use many years ago. We have preserved

         14  the street plan for the first settlers who arrived

         15  in New Amsterdam, we have preserved burial grounds,

         16  underground railroad sites, buildings from the Civil

         17  War, great architectural and cultural landmarks from

         18  the last four centuries are among the list of

         19  protected sites in our City.

         20                 Throughout the five boroughs we have

         21  preserved not just houses for the rich, but

         22  structures and sites that speak to the history of

         23  our City and indeed the history of the world.

         24                 I would again be honored to continue

         25  on the Commission, I will be happy to answer any
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          2  questions you may have.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: All right, thank

          4  you for your statement.

          5                 I just want to call to the attention

          6  of anyone who is in the audience who is not familiar

          7  with these hearings, prior to these hearings, each

          8  one of the candidates has undergone a very thorough

          9  investigation, going back almost to the time they

         10  were born up to the present, to make sure they

         11  complied with all the laws and all the statutes, the

         12  Election laws and all that, so what you are seeing

         13  here is merely sort of like the very top of the

         14  iceberg, there is quite a bit of information that is

         15  available on each of these candidates, but we are

         16  only going to those areas that might be sore points,

         17  and therefore, don't get the impression that these

         18  people have big problems, because 99.9 percent and

         19  maybe in some cases 100 percent is the nature of

         20  their background. So, just for the record, I wanted

         21  to let you people know that.

         22                 Any questions of Mr. Moore?

         23                 Okay, you dazzled them, Mr. Moore, so

         24  thank you for coming down and you are excused.

         25                 The next candidate is Jan Hird
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          2  Pokorny.

          3                 Welcome to the Rules Committee, Mr.

          4  Pokorny.

          5                 MR. POKORNY: Thank you, sir.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I recall you

          7  being here before, and maybe several times. How many

          8  years have you had on the Commission?

          9                 MR. POKORNY: Four and a half.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Four and a half.

         11                 MR. POKORNY: And before that on the

         12  Arts Commission four and a half.

         13                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, that's

         14  where I know you from.

         15                 Would you like to make a statement

         16  about your renomination?

         17                 MR. POKORNY: Yes. Ladies and

         18  gentlemen of the Rules Committee of the City

         19  Council, thank you so much for giving me the

         20  opportunity to present to you my credentials as you

         21  are considering my reappointment to the New York

         22  City Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         23                 I am a fellow of the American

         24  Institute of Architects. I am the senior partner of

         25  a firm of Jan Hird Pokorny Associates, Incorporated.
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          2  My firm has four partners, and has specialized in

          3  historic preservation projects for the last 42

          4  years.

          5                 I am a Professor Emeritus of

          6  Architecture and a special lecturer of the

          7  architectural preservation at Columbia University. I

          8  had about 2,000 students by now.

          9                 I served four and a half years as an

         10  architect member of the New York City Art

         11  Commission, and vice president of the National

         12  Academy of Design, I am a Director of the Finance

         13  Federation of New York City, and I am very honored

         14  that you are considering me for reappointment to the

         15  New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission.

         16  Should you choose to have me serve again on the

         17  Commission, I will do my best to meaningfully

         18  contribute to the work of the Commission.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: All right. Thank

         20  you very much for your statement.

         21                 Are there any questions of Mr.

         22  Pokorny?

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Mr. Chairman?

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Yes, Council

         25  Member Michels.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I was just

          3  talking about Czechoslovakia, you are originally

          4  from Czechoslovakia?

          5                 MR. POKORNY: Yes, I am.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: From Prague?

          7                 MR. POKORNY: From Prague. And when I

          8  came, I came 60 years ago, and I was teaching 50

          9  years at Columbia.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Have you been

         11  back to Prague since?

         12                 MR. POKORNY: Many times.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: My wife and I

         14  had the privilege of being there, and I was just

         15  mentioning to my colleague Archie Spigner what a

         16  magnificent City it is. One of the most beautiful

         17  cities I have ever seen, and I so admire the

         18  architecture. They ought to landmark a city and it

         19  should be called Prague.

         20                 MR. POKORNY: That's where I learned

         21  about landmarks.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: It's a

         23  magnificent city. Especially in the old new

         24  synagogue in that whole area there, it's

         25  magnificent.
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          2                 MR. POKORNY: Well, I am glad you like

          3  it.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I spent a

          5  week there and I was very enthusiastic. And if you

          6  bring any of that background and knowledge to this

          7  Landmarks Commission, you are creating a service to

          8  the City.

          9                 MR. POKORNY: It is a pleasure to work

         10  both in those wonderful cities, two best cities in

         11  the world.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: I can't argue

         13  with you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you very

         15  much. You are excused.

         16                 MR. POKORNY: Thank you very much.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Last, and

         18  certainly not least since she comes from Queens, is

         19  Joan Gerner.

         20                 MS. GERNER: Hello. It's a pleasure to

         21  be here today, Mr. Chairman, and members of the

         22  Committee. If you approve this reappointment, I look

         23  forward to serving on the Landmarks Preservation

         24  Commission representing Queens.

         25                 I have a great deal of respect for
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          2  the responsibility involved as a Commissioner, and I

          3  take this responsibility very seriously.

          4                 Just to give you a little bit about

          5  my qualifications, I am a trained architect, a

          6  construction manager, and a preservationist, and I

          7  have over 22 years of senior management experience

          8  in the design and construction industry. I have two

          9  degrees in architecture from the City University of

         10  New York, and a master's degree in historic

         11  preservation from Columbia University.

         12                 To tell you a little bit about my

         13  Queens experience, I lived in Queens all my live,

         14  and I have lived in Jackson Heights, Astoria,

         15  Elmhurst, Forest Hills, and I have lived for the

         16  last 15 years in Douglas Manner.

         17                 I believe that preservation is very

         18  important to our borough and our City, without it we

         19  would be a very surreal city. And especially after

         20  the conversation that Professor Pokorny just

         21  discussed about Prague, when you think if we did not

         22  respect and protect our landmarks, we could be

         23  living in a City that is just so surreal.

         24                 As a property owner in New York City,

         25  I believe that preservation adds to the economic
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          2  development of our City.

          3                 I am the founder and director of

          4  Bovis Lend Lease's seven-year-old Preservation

          5  Division and I have been responsible for the

          6  construction of many high profile projects,

          7  including the women's memorial, at the entry gates

          8  of the Arlington National Cemetery.

          9                 I was responsible for the

         10  preconstruction of Grand Central Terminal, and I am

         11  also in charge of the National Museum of the

         12  American Indian right now in Washington, D.C.

         13                 The mission of our Preservation

         14  Division is to restore historic buildings in a

         15  sensitive economic manner.

         16                 I completed a master's thesis on the

         17  Conservation of Curtain Wall, which addresses modern

         18  landmarks, and it focused on modern buildings, such

         19  as Lever House, which is -- and the modern landmarks

         20  are the newest frontier in preservation, and I

         21  believe that this is an issue that our Commission,

         22  we have had to address, but it's going to be an

         23  issue that's going to keep coming up in front of the

         24  Landmarks Preservation Commission since these modern

         25  buildings of the '50s and '60s which are coming of
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          2  age now, and I believe because of the knowledge in

          3  that field that I can help make a contribution to

          4  some of the decisions that we make because we don't

          5  treat modern buildings the way we do traditional.

          6  They come from different materials, and one comes

          7  from an assembly line versus craftsmanship.

          8                 I believe that our Commission has

          9  made a real difference and I am willing to continue

         10  with the responsibility that I have been trusted

         11  with if I am voted in again, and I have learned a

         12  great deal over the last three and a half years from

         13  our Chair, from my fellow commissioners, and from

         14  actually every new application that we address. And

         15  I believe that this Administration, which is led by

         16  Chairman Jennifer Raab, is known for its ability to

         17  make fair and a timely decision using practical and

         18  reasonable approaches to preservation, and I have

         19  strived to follow that philosophy and to make fair

         20  and reasonable decisions, as well as to try to help

         21  find creative solutions in order to help applicants

         22  solve their problems. And I believe that that is a

         23  very big responsibility of ours, and I will strive

         24  to continue that philosophy.

         25                 The appointment to the Landmarks
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          2  Preservation Commission in my mind is one of the

          3  highest honors that New York City can bestow on a

          4  preservationist, and New York City is my home, it

          5  has been very good to me. I have had a successful

          6  career here, and I have a happy life here. And if

          7  you believe that my appointment, my reappointment,

          8  is appropriate, I would like to continue to give

          9  back to the City in the best way that I can, and

         10  that is to share my professional experience.

         11                 Again, I do not take this

         12  responsibility lightly and I would like to thank the

         13  City Council for appointing me three and a half

         14  years ago for the support that you have given the

         15  Commission over the years.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you for

         17  your statement.

         18                 Council Member Eisland.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: I just wanted

         20  to say enthusiastically for the candidates here that

         21  I am very impressed and to say to Jennifer, who may

         22  or may not be in front of us again with an array of

         23  wonderful candidates, congratulations, and the

         24  direction that you have given to the Department and

         25  to the Commission has been so exemplary and has
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          2  truly brought us into the 21st century.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          4  Sabini.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Thank you, Mr.

          6  Chairman, for allowing me to ask a question, even

          7  though I am not a member of this panel, as you know,

          8  I am chair of the Council panel that has oversight

          9  over the Landmarks Commission.

         10                 Good morning, Commissioner.

         11                 As one of the Queens Commissioners,

         12  and as someone who has to look over Citywide

         13  interests as well as being from, I guess you live in

         14  Douglas Manner Historical District.

         15                 MS. GERNER: Yes.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: You know over

         17  the years there have been a varied degree of

         18  confidence on both levels of both the Commission and

         19  the residents or Queens leadership regarding the

         20  Commission's actions in Queens, and I think some of

         21  that has improved greatly, and in your historic

         22  district and the one in my area are two examples of

         23  that.

         24                 I am just wondering, since you

         25  represent Queens on the Commission, what your
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          2  thoughts were regarding the recent rejection of the

          3  Richmond Hill District, which many people were

          4  hopeful would move forward through the process, if

          5  you had any thoughts on it?

          6                 MS. GERNER: I don't believe there has

          7  been a decision, a final decision.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: I think it has

          9  been done at the staff level, but I am just

         10  wondering, in terms of your advocacy for Queens, if

         11  you had any thoughts to share with us.

         12                 I know Council Member Ognibene is

         13  here, he represents that area, and I am concerned

         14  that we continue to bond the Commission with places

         15  like Queens County, rather than have

         16  preservationists sort of disappointed or the members

         17  of the Council disappointed, when things don't go

         18  the way we had hoped.

         19                 MS. GERNER: That was something that

         20  didn't come before the Commission.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: Right.

         22                 MS. GERNER: So I did not have a -- I

         23  was not involved in that decision, and I really

         24  can't answer the question.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SABINI: We would like
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          2  you to be an advocate for Queens neighborhoods on

          3  the Commission because we don't get that many shots

          4  at historic districts, and when we do, we would like

          5  them to be looked at very seriously, and I would

          6  hope, being where you are from, you would take an

          7  active role in trying to help us push some of these

          8  through, because as Chair of the panel we have tried

          9  to make it much more user-friendly for the residents

         10  of Queens, and I think Chairwoman Raab has helped do

         11  that. We want to move the ball forward, rather than

         12  stop or even step back.

         13                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         14                 MS. GERNER: Thank you.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you.

         16                 I am going to interrupt the

         17  proceedings. June Eisland, who is a member of the

         18  Committee, who has another commitment at the same

         19  time, has asked to be able to vote at this time.

         20                 Is there any objection?

         21                 Hearing none, Council Member

         22  Eisland.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Thank you so

         24  much.

         25                 Enthusiastically aye.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: On all

          3  candidates?

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Yes.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay.

          6                 Okay, now, Council Member Spigner.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Ms. Gerner, I

          8  wanted some clarification on your statement that you

          9  have two degrees in architecture. According to our

         10  Investigative Department it says that you attended

         11  -- did you have a bachelor's of architecture degree

         12  in 1980? Also Columbia University confirmed that Ms.

         13  Gerner attended full time from September 1992 when

         14  she was awarded a master's of science degree in

         15  historic preservation.

         16                 MS. GERNER: Right.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Did you want

         18  to clear up that little inconsistency for me?

         19                 MS. GERNER: Sure.

         20                 I was awarded a bachelor of science

         21  in architecture in 1977 from the City University,

         22  and then the bachelor of architecture is the fifth

         23  year degree, which I received in 1980 at the City

         24  University of New York.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Okay. I mean,
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          2  they are not required as part of the job, you know,

          3  but I saw a little inconsistency here that I wanted

          4  a little help in understanding.

          5                 Thank you so much.

          6                 MS. GERNER: You're welcome.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          8  Michels.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Yes, I read

         10  through your report and your resume and I am

         11  extremely impressed, I have been impressed with your

         12  work, but I also want to use you, if you don't mind,

         13  to take an opportunity to say, because you touched

         14  something when you made your statement, to the

         15  wonderful work that has been done in areas which

         16  have not been done before. And I want to pay tribute

         17  because I don't know whether the Chairperson is

         18  going to be before us again, but he has been

         19  absolutely magnificent, as far as those of us who

         20  believe there is life above 96th Street in

         21  Manhattan.

         22                 MS. GERNER: That's true.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Promises have

         24  been made, and I have been in the Council, this is

         25  my 24th year in the Council, they have been made to
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          2  the West Harlem Hamilton Heights area for many years

          3  about doing some large scale landmarking, and until

          4  your Chairperson came up and did it, it had never

          5  been done before on that scale and the appreciation,

          6  and what she had to endure in order to do it, as you

          7  probably know, she had the patients of Solomon and

          8  the wisdom of Solomon, and for that I just think it

          9  would be important for some of your members here to

         10  pay tribute to her and tell her how magnificent she

         11  was and is and I look forward to her work in

         12  continuing, I know her involvement will still be

         13  there, even though she will be the new president of

         14  Hunter. But it gives me great confidence in her acts

         15  there.

         16                 But I want you to know that we, in

         17  northern Manhattan, deeply appreciate the work you

         18  have all done under her leadership.

         19                 MS. GERNER: Thank you so much.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you.

         21                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I just have one

         22  housekeeping question, and perhaps Ms. Raab is the

         23  person to address it. Are you a licensed architect,

         24  or do you just have architectural degrees?

         25                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: No, I am a
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          2  trained architect, I am not licensed.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: So, she is not

          4  considered as an architect in the make-up of the

          5  Commission; is that correct?

          6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: We have the

          7  three architects without Commissioner Gerner being

          8  included in that.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Right.

         10                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I would like to

         11  reserve the debate over whether a trained architect

         12  is the same as a registered architect under this

         13  statute for a further time, since we don't have to

         14  reach that threshold question, we do have our

         15  required number.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, I agree

         17  with you that someone with architectural training is

         18  the person to be desired, it is not necessarily to

         19  practice architect, which requires licensing, I

         20  understand, right? But I want to commend you for

         21  your outstanding work that you have done, and your

         22  approach toward the job, and I know that Queens will

         23  be very well protected in terms of the work that you

         24  do, and thank you for coming.

         25                 MS. GERNER: Thank you.

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            37

          1  COMMITTEE ON RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, if there is

          3  no discussion of the candidates, we will have a roll

          4  call.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

          6                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Foster.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Freed.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER FREED: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.

         24  Vallone.

         25                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of 11

          3  in the affirmative, none in the negative with no

          4  abstentions, all items are, all coupled items are

          5  adopted.

          6                 Please sign the reports.

          7                 (Hearing concluded at 12:15 p.m.)
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