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INT. NO. 925:                     
By Council Members Jackson, Arroyo, Brewer, Chin, Dromm, Eugene, Fidler, Gentile, James, Koo, Lander, Recchia, Rose, Williams, Lappin and Rodriguez.   .
TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the department of education to provide data regarding the provision of arts instructional requirements.
CHARTER:
Adds a new section 530-f to chapter 20.

INTRODUCTION

On Monday, November 25, 2013, the Committee on Education, chaired by Council Member Robert Jackson, will conduct a hearing on Int. No. 925, a Local Law to amend the New York city charter, in relation to requiring the department of education to provide data regarding the provision of arts instructional requirements.  The New York City Schools’ Chancellor, education advocates, and parent advocacy groups were invited to testify.  
ANALYSIS
Section one of Int. No. 925 would explain in  the legislative intent that the Council finds that arts education is an essential element of every child’s education and that the benefits of arts education are well documented and studies have shown that a comprehensive arts education helps students learn more effectively in other areas of the school curriculum including math, science, reading and writing, score higher on the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and achieve higher levels of academic success in college. In the early grades, the study of dance, music, and visual arts enriches student learning across the entire curriculum. As students move from elementary to middle school, the arts become an important vehicle for self-expression. Finally at the high school level, students can pursue the study of a particular art form in greater depth and consider the options available for advanced study.
Section 2 of Int. No. 925 would amend chapter 20 of the New York City Charter by adding a new section 530-f labeled “instructional arts requirement data.” Subdivision (a) of section 530-f would define the term “instructional arts requirement” to mean the regulations promulgated by the New York State Commissioner of Education.  Subdivision (b) of  section 530-f would require that not later than November 30, 2013, and on an annual basis thereafter, the Department of Education shall submit to the Council and post on the Department's website, data regarding the provision of instructional arts requirements in schools.
Paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of section 530-f would provide that the report required pursuant to such subdivision (b) shall include but not be limited to the total number and percentage of students grades five through twelve who have:

i. completed all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level;

ii. completed at least seventy-five percent of all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level;

iii. completed at least fifty percent of all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level; and

iv. completed less than fifty percent of all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level.

Paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) of §530-f would require that the report include the number and percentage of English language learners in grades five through twelve who have:

i. completed all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level;

ii. completed at least seventy-five percent of all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level;

iii. completed at least fifty percent of all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level; and

iv. completed less than fifty percent of all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level.
Paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of section 530-f would provide that the required report include the number and percentage of special education students in grades five through twelve who have:

i. completed all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and  percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level;

ii. completed at least seventy-five percent of all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level;

iii completed at least fifty percent of all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level; and

iv. completed less than fifty percent of all state requirements for arts instruction including the number and percentage who have been promoted to the next grade level.

 Paragraph (4) of subdivision (b) of section 530-f would mandate the reporting of the total number of full-time certified arts instructors on staff for grades five through twelve including but not limited to their areas of arts certification. Paragraph (5) of subdivision (b)  of  section 530-f would require the reporting of the total number of part-time certified arts instructors on staff for grades five through twelve including but not limited to their areas of arts certification. 
Subdivision (c) of section 530-f would require that data include demographic information regarding the racial and ethnic composition of the school.
Subdivision (d) of section 530-f would mandate that all information required to be reported by this section shall be aggregated citywide, as well as disaggregated by city council district, community school district and school.  

Subdivision (e) of section 530-f would require that no information that is otherwise required to be reported pursuant to this section shall be reported in a manner that would violate any applicable provision of federal, state or local law relating to the privacy of student information or that would interfere with law enforcement investigations or otherwise conflict with the interests of law enforcement. If a category contains between 0 and 9 students, or allows another category to be narrowed to between 0 and 9 students, the number shall be replaced with a symbol.

Section two of Intro. No. 925 would mandate that this local law take effect ninety days after its enactment.
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