Proposed Int. No. 183-A

By Council Members Brewer, Chin, Ferreras, Koppell, Lander, Nelson, Rose, Seabrook, Levin, Jackson, Rodriguez, Gonzalez, Koo, Mealy and Van Bramer

..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to audible pedestrian signals.

..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:


Section 1.  Subchapter 3 of chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new section 19-184 to read as follows:


§19-184  Audible pedestrian signaling program.  (a)  The department shall establish an audible pedestrian signaling program.  As part of this program, the department shall identify intersections with greater than average pedestrian and vehicular traffic and those most likely to be used by persons with visual impairments.  The department shall consider installing an audible pedestrian signal indicating that it is safer for pedestrians to cross the street at such intersections and shall also consider expanding the sidewalk at such intersections to decrease the distance for pedestrians to cross the street.

(b)  The audible pedestrian signal indicating that it is safe for pedestrians to cross the street shall be by tone or voice.  The tone shall consist of multiple frequencies with a dominant component at 880 Hz with a duration of 0.15 seconds and shall repeat at intervals of 0.15 seconds.  The tone or voice volume shall be measured at a distance of thirty-six inches from the pedestrian signal device and shall be 2 dB minimum and 5 dB maximum above the ambient noise level and shall be responsive to ambient noise level changes.

(c)  On or before November 30, 2012, and on or before every November 30 thereafter, the department shall submit to the council and the mayor a written report analyzing the status of the audible pedestrian signaling program which shall include, but not be limited to, a detailed assessment of the program, recommendations for improvements to such program, availability of new technology that may be employed by the department for use in such program and any additional locations in the city that may warrant inclusion in such program. 


§2.  This local law shall take effect immediately after its enactment into law.
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