New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation

This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation references below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Legislative Service Number: LS17754

Prime Sponsor: Council Member Yusef Salaam

Bill Title: A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to establishing procedures for blood alcohol level testing of a uniformed member of the police department whose discharge of a firearm results in physical injury to or death of an individual.
Submitted by: Council Member Yusef Salaam

Justification
This bill would promote transparency, accountability, and public trust by requiring the Police Commissioner to establish clear procedures for blood alcohol level testing of any uniformed member of the Police Department who discharges a firearm within New York City and causes physical injury or death, whether on or off duty. Addiction within the law enforcement community across America is a widespread and serious problem. Studies indicate that the impacts of a high-stress and life-threatening job are a likely reason. Alcohol or drug abuse disorders among police officers is estimated to be between 20-30%, while the general population is under 10%. By mandating timely testing, defining limited exceptions for urgent medical circumstances, and outlining next steps following such testing, the legislation ensures a consistent and fair protocol in the immediate aftermath of serious firearm incidents. 

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to support this legislation


