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COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 

Council Member John C. Liu– Chairperson
June 14, 2006  
INT. NO. 357:
By Council Members Liu, Koppell, Yassky, Gennaro and Mendez 

TITLE:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the City of New York, in relation to special parking for accessible for-hire vehicles.

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE:
Amends Section 19-164 of Chapter 1 of Title 19.

INTRODUCTION

On June 14, 2006, the Committee on Transportation, chaired by Council Member John C. Liu, will hold a hearing on Int. No. 357, which would amend Section 19-164 of Chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York in order to allow accessible for-hire vehicles the same parking privileges as wheelchair accessible vans.
BACKGROUND

New York City’s taxi industry uses over 40,000 for-hire vehicles to service New York’s 8.1 million residents. For-hire vehicles provide a crucial transportation service for New Yorkers and tourists alike and often serve as an important supplement to public transportation. Demand responsive transportation, such as for-hire vehicles, are especially vital for wheelchair users in New York City, since the City’s large public transportation system is largely inaccessible to the disabled. 

Special vehicle identification permits are issued by the Commissioner of the Department of Transportation (DOT).  City Charter Section 2903(15)(a) specifically provides that special vehicle identification permits shall be issued to any City resident “who requires the use of a private automobile for transportation and to a non-resident who requires the use of a private automobile for transportation to a school in which such applicant is enrolled or to a place of employment”, when such person has been certified by DOT or the Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH) or a provider designated by DOHMH “as having a permanent disability seriously impairing mobility”.  Such permit must also be issued “to such person upon application made on such person’s behalf by a parent, spouse, domestic partner, guardian or other individual having legal responsibility for the administration of such person’s day to day affairs”.  Currently the law does not make provisions for the receipt of such permits by those other than disabled individuals or those responsible for their care. However, § 19-164 of the Administrative Code provides that wheelchair accessible vans in the process of boarding or discharging wheelchair passengers shall be permitted to park in any area in which a vehicle with a special identification permit is permitted to park. The proposed legislation would permit accessible for-hire vehicles to park in such areas.  Facilitating the drop-off and pick-up of disabled passengers’ is an important step toward increasing such passengers access to for-hire vehicle transportation.

ANALYSIS
Section 19-164 of Chapter 1 of Title 19 of the Administrative Code of the City of New York provides for special parking for wheelchair accessible vans.  This section currently allows for any wheelchair accessible van licensed by TLC that is in the process of boarding or discharging wheelchair passengers or escorting them to and from their destination, to park in any area in which a vehicle with a special vehicle identification permit is permitted to park.

Section 1 of Int. No. 357 would add accessible for-hire vehicles as a class of vehicles allowed to park or use any area in which a vehicle with a special vehicle identification permit is permitted to park.  Int. No. 357 would indicate that an accessible for-hire vehicle would be defined as any licensed for-hire vehicle equipped with a hydraulic lift or ramps designed for the purpose of transporting persons using wheelchairs or other personal mobility aids, such as scooters, or containing any other physical device or alteration designed to permit access to and enable the transportation of physically disabled persons and that complies with the requirements of the American With Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended, and any regulations promulgated thereunder, pursuant to section 19-503.2 of  Title 9.  Finally, Int. No. 357 would replace the term “wheelchair passengers” with “physically disabled persons”.

Section 2 of Int. No. 357 would state that the law would take effect ninety days after enacted into law.
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