New York City Council
Memorandum in Support of Legislation
This memorandum is authored by the sponsor and explains the need for the legislation referenced below, in accordance with Rule 6.00(d) of the Rules of the Council.

Introduction Number:
Int. No. 0706-2024

Prime Sponsors:
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams, Mercedes Narcisse, Jennifer Gutiérrez, Farah N. Louis, Lincoln Restler, Crystal Hudson, Alexa Avilés

Bill Title:
A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to social workers in city correctional facilities.

Submitted by:
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams

Justification:
Social work in jails and prisons plays a critical yet often underrecognized role in shaping safer communities and more effective support systems for those impacted by incarceration.[footnoteRef:1] Social workers provide a range of services, including trauma-informed care, rehabilitation counseling, and coordinating services ahead of reentry. Recently, one social worker who formerly worked on Rikers Island became a whistleblower, alerting the public to the illegal and inhumane practice of “deadlocking,” or locking people in mental health units in their cells indefinitely for no reason and allowing them to decompensate.[footnoteRef:2] Though this was a widespread practice, the only person to come forward and expose deadlocking was a social worker. [1:  https://www.indwes.edu/articles/2025/08/social-work-in-criminal-justice ]  [2:  https://www.themarshallproject.org/2025/06/27/rikers-whistleblower-deadlocking-mental-health-units ] 


This bill would require DOC to maintain a ratio of at least one social worker for every ten incarcerated persons at each city correctional facility, and to report the number of social workers and the number of incarcerated persons at each correctional facility on a quarterly basis. It is unclear, at the moment, exactly how many social workers are on staff or what the ratio of social workers to incarcerated people is. 
