MEMORANDUM OF SUPPORT

TITLE


Resolution calling upon the New York State Legislature to pass Assembly bill A.6495 and State Senate bill S.111, which would amend the Real Property Tax Law to allow water rate relief to benefit senior citizens residing in cities with populations of one million or more.

TYPE OF LEGISLATION


Resolution

SUBMITTED BY


Council Member Leroy Comrie

REASON FOR SUPPORT


Water rates are continually on the rise: in Fiscal Year 2002, the increase was 3%; the increase was 6.5% in Fiscal Year 2003, and 5.5% in Fiscal Year 2004.  Unfortunately, seniors’ incomes are not increasing in proportion to these hikes, and they are also forced to pay escalating prices for necessities such as food and prescription drugs. Consequently, there is a compelling need to provide water rate relief for seniors. Assembly bill A.6495 and State Senate bill S.111 propose to provide such relief by offsetting the water rates for eligible seniors, thereby assisting them in continuing to live affordably in their homes.

