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By Council Members Torres, Garodnick, Reynoso, Menchaca, Miller, Palma, Gibson, Levine, Rodriguez, Constantinides, Richards, Johnson, Kallos, Espinal, Lander, Cabrera, Dromm, Eugene, King, Treyger, Williams, Wills, Barron, Crowley, Cohen, Lancman, Koslowitz, Gentile, Cumbo, Ferreras-Copeland and Rose
..Title

A Local Law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the regulation of laundries
..Body

Be it enacted by the Council as follows:
Section 1. Purpose. It is the purpose of this local law to expand the city’s licensing scheme for laundries to cover, in addition to persons and businesses currently covered, specified businesses that launder fabrics for clients, and specified businesses that deliver laundry within the city, unless exempted, and to expand regulations for keeping laundry clean during delivery. This local law also makes technical changes to the affected provisions for the purpose of increasing clarity.

§ 2. Section 20-291 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§ 20-291 [Definition] Definitions. Whenever used in this subchapter [the word “laundry” shall mean and include:], the following terms have the following meanings:

a. The term “fabric” includes apparel, linens and other washable fabrics.

b. The term “launder” includes to wash, to dry, to starch and to iron.

c. The term “laundry” includes:
1. [Any] Except as otherwise provided in this subdivision, any place[, which is] used for the purpose of [washing, drying, starching or ironing, for the general public, wearing apparel, household linens, or other washable fabrics] laundering fabrics for a fee, whether for the general public or private clients, or a place used or maintained for the storage, collection or delivery of [such articles] fabrics for such service[, or].

[2. Any place maintained by a person dealing in a laundry service either as an independent contractor or jobber, or any]
2. Any private laundry maintained or operated in connection with any hotel, restaurant or public institution, whether for the tenants, customers or inmates of the same or otherwise, except a private laundry located on the premises of a hospital or charitable institution [where no charge is made for laundry services] that launders fabrics exclusively for such hospital or charitable institution and where such hospital or charitable institution does not charge its patients or clients for laundry services.

3. Any place[, whether self-service or otherwise maintained for the general public for the purpose of washing clothing apparel, or other fabrics, whether by] where members of the general public may use self-service machines to launder fabrics, including automatic or [coin operated] coin-operated laundry machinery. A facility for laundering fabrics that is maintained in connection with a residential dwelling for the convenience of the occupants of such dwelling is not a laundry under this subdivision.


§ 3. Section 20-292 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§ 20-292 License required. It [shall be] is unlawful for any person to establish, maintain, or operate a laundry without a license therefor.

§ 4. Section 20-293 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

§ 20-293 Application; special requirements. a. The application for a license or for any renewal thereof to conduct a laundry shall be in writing and shall state the specific location where laundry work is processed and the maximum number of persons to be employed therein. The commissioner, before issuing any such license or renewal thereof, shall cause an unannounced investigation to be made of the premises named and described in such application[,] for the purpose of determining whether such premises are in full compliance with the provisions of the health code, building code, safety and health standards promulgated pursuant to section twenty-seven of the labor law, state minimum wage law, local laws, regulations of municipal agencies and other requirements of this subchapter [are fully complied with], including minimum standards of cleanliness and mandatory procedures for preventing the contamination of clean fabrics.

b. If the commissioner [shall be] is satisfied that the proposed laundry [and the premises wherein it is located conform] conforms to the provisions of this subchapter and other laws relating thereto, he or she shall issue or cause to be issued a license authorizing such applicant to establish, maintain, conduct or operate a laundry at the place designated in such application for and during the period of such license.

c. A licensee shall report any change in the information provided in an application for a license or renewal thereof within thirty days of such change.
§ 5. Subdivision b of section 20-294 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

b. Any person dealing in laundry services as an independent contractor[,] or jobber [or as an agent-driver,] shall [be required to] pay a biennial fee of three hundred forty dollars and furnish a bond of five hundred dollars.

§ 6. Subdivision a of section 20-296 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended to read as follows:

a. Each licensee shall keep inscribed on all [vehicles conveying laundry] handcarts and pushcarts, in letters not less than two inches in height, [his or her] the licensee’s name and address[,] and the license number assigned to him or her by the commissioner. 

§ 7. Chapter 2 of title 20 of the administrative code of the city of New York is amended by adding a new subchapter 14.1 to read as follows:

Subchapter 14.1

Laundry Delivery
§ 20-297.1 Definitions.

§ 20-297.2 License required.

§ 20-297.3 Application; inspection of vehicles.

§ 20-297.4 Term of license; fee and bond.

§ 20-297.5 Persons covered by license.

§ 20-297.6 Vehicle identification required.

§ 20-297.7 Participation in parking fine abatement program.

§ 20-297.1 Definitions. For purposes of this subchapter, the following terms have the following meanings:

a. The term “deliver laundry” means to transport fabrics to a laundry for the purpose of laundering such fabrics, or to transport fabrics to a consumer or third-party after such fabrics have been laundered. The term “deliver laundry” does not include transportation of fabrics by a person who is not engaged in the laundering business or transportation for hire or who is engaged in transportation for hire but is transporting fabrics as an incident to transporting the owner of such fabrics.

b. The terms “fabric,” “launder” and “laundry” have the same meanings as in subchapter 14 of this chapter.

§ 20-297.2 License required. a. No person may deliver laundry unless:

1. Such person has a laundry delivery license pursuant to this subchapter; or 

2. Such person (a) is an employee or independent contractor of a laundry or other business that has a valid laundry delivery license pursuant to this subchapter and (b) is designated on such business’s application for a license in accordance with section 20-297.3.

b. No business may cause an employee or independent contractor to deliver laundry in a vehicle belonging to such business unless the business has a laundry delivery license pursuant to this subchapter and such vehicle has been registered with the commissioner and inspected pursuant to section 20-297.3.

§ 20-297.3 Application; inspection of vehicles. a. An application for a license pursuant to this subchapter or for a renewal of such a license shall be on a form prescribed by the commissioner and shall state each of the following:

1. The name and business address of the applicant.

2. The names and driver’s license numbers of all persons who deliver laundry on behalf of the applicant, including the applicant if applicable and employees and independent contractors of the applicant.

3. The name, business address and business telephone number of all laundries to which the applicant delivers laundry for laundering. An applicant that is a laundry may satisfy the requirement of this paragraph by designating itself on its application.

4. The business name, address and telephone number of each client to which the applicant or an employee or independent contractor of the applicant delivers laundry after laundering.

5. The make, model and license plate number of each vehicle used by the applicant, or owned by the applicant and used by an employee or independent contractor of the applicant, for delivering laundry.

6. If the applicant is a nonresident of the city, the name and address of a registered agent within the city upon whom process or other notification may be served or a designation of the commissioner for such purpose.

b. The commissioner, before issuing such a license or a renewal thereof, shall cause an inspection to be made of all vehicles used by the applicant, or owned by the applicant and used by an employee or independent contractor of the applicant, to deliver laundry in order to determine whether such vehicles comply with minimum standards of cleanliness and mandatory procedures for preventing the contamination of clean fabrics, as determined by the commissioner by rule. Pursuant to such inspection, the commissioner shall also determine whether persons who handle fabrics before, during or after their delivery are in compliance with minimum standards of cleanliness and mandatory procedures for preventing the contamination of clean fabrics, as determined by the commissioner by rule.

c. If the commissioner is satisfied that all vehicles and procedures used by the applicant to deliver laundry conform to the provisions of this subchapter and all other laws and rules relating thereto, the commissioner shall issue a license authorizing the applicant, and the employees and independent contractors designated in the applicant’s application, to deliver laundry during the period that such license remains valid, using the vehicles designated in such application.

d. A licensee shall report any change in the information provided in such licensee’s application within thirty days of such change. If such a change includes the registration of an additional vehicle for the purpose of delivering laundry, such licensee shall arrange with the department to have such vehicle inspected pursuant to subdivision b of this section before such vehicle may be used to deliver laundry.

§ 20-297.4 Term of license; fee and bond. a. A license pursuant to this subchapter is valid for one year, unless sooner suspended or revoked.

b. Each applicant for a laundry delivery license or a renewal of such license shall pay a fee and furnish a bond as required by the commissioner by rule. The commissioner may set the fee or bond based on the number of laundry delivery vehicles in the applicant’s fleet. The amount of any renewal fee shall be in proportion to the cost of renewing the license of such applicant.

c. In addition to any fee required by subdivision b of this section, the commissioner may require a licensee that adds a laundry delivery vehicle to the licensee’s fleet to pay a fee to cover the cost of registration and inspection of such vehicle pursuant to subdivision d of section 20-297.3.

d. A bond required by this section shall be:

1. Executed with two or more sureties or with a duly authorized surety company approved by the commissioner;

2. Payable to the people of the city; and

3. Conditioned on compliance with the provisions of this subchapter and on the further condition that the licensee will pay:

(a) any fine, penalty or other obligation to the city within thirty days of its imposition, and

(b) any final judgment recovered by any person dealing or trading with such licensee for the loss or conversion of fabrics, within thirty days from the entry and filing of such judgment.

§ 20-297.5 Persons covered by license. A license issued under this subchapter is valid only with respect to the licensee named on the license and those employees and independent contractors designated on the licensee’s application pursuant to this subchapter.

§ 20-297.6 Vehicle identification required. Each vehicle used for delivering laundry shall display, in letters no less than two inches in height, the licensee’s name, business address and business telephone number and the license number assigned by the commissioner.

§ 20-297.7 Participation in stipulated parking fine program. a. No person who is required to obtain a license under this subchapter may participate in any city program for the abatement of fines for parking violations unless such person has a valid license under this subchapter.

b. No parking fine may be reduced with respect to a vehicle that is required to be registered and inspected under section 20-297.3 unless such vehicle has been duly registered and inspected.

§ 8. The commissioner of consumer affairs shall promulgate rules setting (1) minimum standards of cleanliness for fabrics, laundries and laundry delivery vehicles and (2) mandatory procedures for preventing the contamination of fabrics during handling, storage and delivery after laundering. Such commissioner may promulgate any additional rules and regulations he or she deems necessary to effectuate the purposes of this local law.

§ 9. This local law shall take effect 120 days after it shall have become a law, except that before such effective date the commissioner of consumer affairs may take any actions necessary for its implementation, including the promulgation of rules. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a person shall not be penalized for operating a laundry without a license in violation of section 20-292 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as amended by section three of this local law, or for delivering laundry without a license in violation of section 20-297.2 of the administrative code of the city of New York, as added by section seven of this local law, where (a) no license was required for the operation of such laundry or laundry delivery service prior to the effective date of this local law, (b) such person was operating such laundry or was providing such laundry delivery service on the date that this local law became a law, (c) such person submitted an application in good faith for a required license within 180 days after the date this local law became a law, and (d) the commissioner of consumer affairs has not yet approved or denied such application.   
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