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TITLE OF BILL:
 
An act to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to calibration
checks for weigh in motion violation monitoring systems
 
 
PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL:
 
To amend the vehicle and traffic law in relation to the calibration
checks for weigh in motion violation monitoring systems.
 
 
SUMMARY OF PROVISIONS:
 
Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 385-a of the vehicle and traffic
law, as added by chapter 773 of the laws of 2021 is amended.
 
 
JUSTIFICATION:
 
The respective final reports of the New York City Mayor's Expert Panel
and the New York City Council on the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway,
released in early 2020, found that this vital piece of infrastructure is
in dire condition. The Panel's report focused on the 1.5 mile stretch of
the roadway from Sands Street to Atlantic Avenue - which includes the
triple cantilever structure running along the edge of Brooklyn Heights
with a northbound level, southbound level, and the Brooklyn Heights
promenade - and found the structure to be deteriorating rapidly, with
sections possibly unsafe for vehicular and truck traffic in five years
if mitigations are not made expeditiously.
 
One reason for the expressway's crumbling infrastructure is the presence
of overweight truck traffic. There has been minimal enforcement of the
truck weight restriction, in part because the conventional enforcement
method of taking a truck off the road and weighing it on a stationary
scale is highly impractical on a highway as congested and narrow as the
BQE. However, this changed when New York State passed legislation in
2019 to allow for the City of New York, in conjunction with the State,
to institute a first-in-the-nation weigh-in-motion system to automat-
ically issue violations for trucks that are recorded as having weights
substantially above the existing legal limits. Weigh-in-motion systems
record the axle weights and gross weights of vehicles that drive over
the site of the system, without the need for the vehicles to stop.
 
This bill ensures that each weigh in motion violation monitoring system
shall undergo a calibration check every six months in accordance with
specifications prescribed pursuant to a memorandum of agreement between
the New York City Department of Transportation and the New York State
Department of Agriculture and Markets, or in accordance with an applica-
ble reference standard as determined by the New York City Department of
Transportation.
 
The calibration checks will ensure that the weigh in motion program can
be implemented, which will significantly reduce overweight truck traffic
on the BQE. The program will extend the life of the existing structure
until longterm approaches to the 1-278 corridor can be implemented.
 
 
PRIOR LEGISLATIVE HISTORY:
 
New bill.
 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
 
None to the state.
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:
This act shall take effect immediately provided however that amendments
to subdivision 3 of section 385-a of the vehicle and traffic law made by
section one of this act shall not affect the repeal of such subdivision
and shall expire and be deemed repealed therewith.

