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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: So, our first

          3  ceremonial is going to be presented by myself and

          4  Council Member Gale Brewer, and I would ask Terry

          5  Poe and his gang to come on up, and I will turn the

          6  mic over to Gale in a second but I want to say Terry

          7  has been one of the lead folks at the West Side SRO

          8  project since 1989, right?

          9                 MR. POE: That's correct.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: And has done a really

         11  great job and a tremendous amount of work helping

         12  and supporting tenants on the West Side. And as we

         13  all know, and it's somewhat the topic of today's

         14  Stated Meeting, the pressures for affordable housing

         15  are tremendous in the City of New York, and the

         16  folks who live in single-room occupancy hotels are

         17  some of the most vulnerable in our City, and it's a

         18  stock that already has dwindled massively, and every

         19  unit we have that's left that is an SRO, we have to

         20  fight in a very, very significant way to protect and

         21  to protect those tenants and Terry has done that,

         22  which is really I think some of the hardest and

         23  tenant organizing there is, and the City has done

         24  it, and critically well for a very long time. So, I

         25  just want to, on behalf of my district, and my
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          2  constituents, thank him so very much.

          3                 MR. POE: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

          4                 SPEAKER QUINN: And wish him the best

          5  of luck. And I'm going to turn the mic over to Gale

          6  for a second, give you your proc.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you,

          8  Madam Speaker, and thank you Terry Poe, because as

          9  somebody, who like the Speaker, has many residential

         10  hotels, and single-room occupancies, and we know so

         11  many through Ann Cunningham and Terry Poe and the

         12  SRO Law Project, I think we know every single

         13  resident, behind the veneer sometimes of a fancy

         14  building is a group of 100 or less, sometimes older,

         15  very fragile people who need a lot of support, and

         16  this is a group that Terry Poe time and time and

         17  time again, for almost 20 years, has done that hard

         18  work of tenant organizing, finding a way to bring

         19  people together who are not used to it and then

         20  figuring out through the Rent Guidelines Board, or

         21  through whatever means he can, certainly the

         22  attorneys and the support staff, how to allow people

         23  and fight with them to keep their homes., and this

         24  group of individuals, we all owe him a great deal of

         25  debt. Thank you very much, and it's a pleasure to be
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          2  here.

          3                 SPEAKER QUINN: Before we hear from

          4  Terry, if the clerk could please read the

          5  proclamation, and then we'll call on Terry or other

          6  folks. Thanks.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Council, City of New

          8  York, Proclamation.

          9                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

         10  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         11  friends and distinguished members of the community

         12  in honoring Terry Poe for his outstanding service to

         13  the community; and

         14                 WHEREAS: It is the tradition and

         15  custom of the New York City Council to honor its

         16  most distinguished citizens, and today we are

         17  pleased to recognize Mr. Poe for his outstanding

         18  contributions to affordable housing; and

         19                 WHEREAS:  Mr. Poe has been a fixture

         20  at the Goddard Riverside Community Center's West

         21  Side SRO Law Project since 1989, serving as its

         22  organizing supervisor for the past fifteen years.

         23  Prior to joining the organization, he had taught

         24  college- level history and was a foster care

         25  caseworker for the Massachusetts Department of
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          2  Public Welfare; and

          3                 WHEREAS:  A constant and loyal

          4  advocate for residents of single-room occupancy

          5  hotels, Mr. Poe campaigns annually to combat rent

          6  increases for rent-stabilized SRO tenants and has

          7  fought tirelessly to prevent landlords from

          8  illegally renting their rooms to tourists; and

          9                 WHEREAS:  Mr. Poe was particularly

         10  important in exposing the 203(k) scandal, wherein

         11  200 buildings in Harlem purchased by non-profit

         12  developers under the 203(k) loan program were left

         13  abandoned in violation of an agreement with the

         14  Department of Housing and Urban Development.  Mr.

         15  Poe's efforts in exposing the scandal, which

         16  affected many SRO buildings, resulted in the

         17  criminal indictments of many involved; and

         18                 WHEREAS:  Mr. Poe is an acknowledged

         19  authority on the subject of SRO housing and the

         20  fruits of his expertise have reached the eyes and

         21  ears of various esteemed individuals and

         22  organizations, including former Mayor David Dinkins,

         23  the Board of Estimates, and the Rent Guidelines

         24  Board; and

         25                 WHEREAS:  Today we honor Terry Poe,
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          2  an individual who has distinguished himself in

          3  service to the community.  His commitment to SRO

          4  tenants and to affordable housing for the single

          5  adult community is both unparalleled and inspiring.

          6  We have been enriched by Mr. Poe's presence and

          7  achievements and he is truly a great friend of the

          8  City; now, therefore

          9                 BE IT KNOWN:  That the Council of the

         10  City of New York honors TERRY POE for his fine

         11  service to the City and the community.

         12                 Signed this 20th day of December in

         13  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         14       CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker for the Entire

         15  Council

         16       ERIK MARTIN DILAN, Council Member 37th

         17  District, Brooklyn

         18       GALE A. BREWER, Council Member, 6th District,

         19  Manhattan.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you. And before

         21  we call on Terry, I just want to give the mic to

         22  Stephan, who is the Director of Goddard Riverside.

         23                 STEPHAN: Thank you, Speaker. On

         24  behalf of all of the staff at Goddard Riverside

         25  Community Center, which has been sponsoring the West
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          2  Side SRO Law Project since 1981, and Gale, I want to

          3  congratulate Terry for years and years of hard work.

          4                 As we say, perhaps we're losing the

          5  war of SRO housing, but we've also won a lot of

          6  battles and saved lots of lives in the process of

          7  doing it, and Terry, you were one of the real

          8  proponents and really one of the ones who were

          9  responsible for so many lives being saved, people's

         10  houses being saved.

         11                 So, thank you very much, Speaker.

         12  Thank you, Gale. Thank you, Melissa. Thank the City

         13  Council for recognizing one of our really preeminent

         14  staff members, Terry Poe.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: And let's hear from

         16  Terry.

         17                 MR. POE: Well, this is a little

         18  overwhelming. I feel with this kind of support I

         19  could probably make a viable run for President now.

         20                 I want to thank Speaker Quinn, and

         21  Council Member Brewer especially, and all the other

         22  people I work with over the years. I think that I'm

         23  getting this proclamation because I've outlasted a

         24  lot of people, I think. And there are many more

         25  tenant advocates and organizers who have done a lot
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          2  more than I have over the years, and I would like to

          3  accept this proclamation on all their behalfs. And,

          4  again, I thank you from the bottom of my heart, for

          5  this kind of recognition. Thank you.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: And those words were

          7  kind of classic Terry Poe modesty and humility. So,

          8  thank you very much on behalf of everybody and all

          9  of our districts that you have helped, and have a

         10  great new year.

         11                 Next we need Council Member Clarke.

         12                 We're going to talk amongst ourselves

         13  for a minute and try to find Council Member Clarke.

         14  So, hang on one second, everybody.

         15                 (Off the record.)

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: The Stated

         17  Meeting of December 20th, the last one of 2006, come

         18  to order.

         19                 All rise.

         20                 (Pledge of Allegiance.)

         21                 Roll call.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Addabbo.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Arroyo.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Avella.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Baez.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Barron.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Brewer.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Clarke.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Comrie.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: DeBlasio.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dickens.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Dilan.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Felder.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Fidler.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Foster.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gallagher.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Garodnick.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gennaro.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gentile.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gerson.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gioia.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Gonzalez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Jackson.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Here.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Katz.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Koppell.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lanza.

         25                 (No response.)
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Lappin.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Liu.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Here.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mark-Viverito.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Martinez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: McMahon.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mealy.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Mendez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Monserrate.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Here.

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Nelson.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Recchia.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Here.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Here.

         24                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Seabrook.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Here.
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          2                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Sears.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Here.

          4                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Stewart.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Present.

          6                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vacca.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Here.

          8                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vallone.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Here.

         10                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Vann.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Here.

         12                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Weprin.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Here.

         14                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: White.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: Here.

         16                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Yassky.

         17                 (No response.)

         18                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Here.

         20                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Rivera.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Here.

         22                 CITY CLERK ROBLES: Speaker Quinn.

         23                 SPEAKER QUINN: Here.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All rise.

         25  The invocation will be delivered by Rabbi Felicia
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          2  Sol.

          3                 RABBI SOL: I want to thank City

          4  Council Gale Brewer for inviting me here today and

          5  I'm honored to be here.

          6                 The Lenten of the lighting of the

          7  Chanukiyah, the menorah, comes from the story when

          8  the Jews went to rededicate the Temple after winning

          9  the war against the Greeks. They rededicated the

         10  Temple in Jerusalem, but they only found enough oil

         11  to last for one night.

         12                 However, the miracle was that it

         13  lasted for eight nights. This is one of the reasons

         14  we light the Chanukiyah for eight nights. But there

         15  is a debate in the Jewish tradition about actually

         16  how do you light the Chanukiyah?

         17                 The opinion of one group, the House

         18  of Shammai, was that you lit eight candles at the

         19  beginning, and each night you subtracted one, and

         20  you end up on the last night with only one candle.

         21                 But the opinion of the House of

         22  Hillel was that you began with one candle and add a

         23  candle each night based on the principle (spoken in

         24  Yiddish) that one should always "ascend in

         25  holiness."
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          2                 We know who won the debate. Anyone

          3  who has ever seen a menorah knows that we ascend in

          4  holiness, and it is at this darkest time of year

          5  that we light these lights to remind us of the

          6  miracles in our midst and the general principle at

          7  large that we should always strive to ascend in

          8  holiness.

          9                 I believe that government, be it on

         10  the City or State or national level, should be

         11  striving to abide by this principle, ascending in

         12  holiness, recognizing that the legislation that you

         13  enact has the power to give more light, more hope

         14  and more holiness to all of our lives.

         15                 May you be blessed with inspiration

         16  and courage to act and lead and to make difficult

         17  but important decisions in order to ascend to higher

         18  places, so that each and every humanbeing, no matter

         19  rich, poor, male, female, black, white, straight or

         20  gay, will be proud to call the City his or her home,

         21  and that all of us will have a place to dwell here

         22  in this City, in safety and security that need not

         23  be a miracle of God alone, but the will of the

         24  people and our government. May we always be

         25  dedicated to this holy task.
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          2                 Happy holidays, and a sweet new year.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Motion to

          4  spread the Invocation. Council Member Brewer.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: I move to

          6  spread the Invocation in full upon the record, and

          7  thank Rabbi Sol for her many years of human and

          8  civil rights. Thank you.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 Adoption of the Minutes.

         11                 Council Member Comrie.

         12                 Council Member Comrie. Oh, well,

         13  Council Member Rivera.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I move for the

         15  adoption of the minutes.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: For November

         18  15th, 2006.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: If I could ask my

         21  colleagues to please rise again for a moment.

         22                 We have two moments of silence,

         23  sadly, at today, our final Stated Meeting for 2006.

         24  The first is in memory of Sergeant Yevgeny

         25  Reindanch, 24, of Staten Island, who lived in
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          2  Council Member Oddo's district. He died on December

          3  6th in Iraq of injuries suffered when an improvised

          4  explosive device detonated near his unit while on

          5  patrol. Sergeant Reindanch was assigned to the 1st

          6  Battalion 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade Combat

          7  Team, 2nd Infantry Division out of Fort Carson,

          8  Colorado.

          9                 Two hours after his fiance' got word

         10  of his death, a Federal Express package arrived at

         11  her door containing an engagement ring. Sergeant

         12  Reindanch was on his second tour of duty in Iraq. He

         13  immigrated to Brooklyn with his family from the

         14  Ukraine in 1998. After graduating from Lafayette

         15  High School, he joined the army right after 9/11. He

         16  was called Zeny by his family and he returned for a

         17  second tour of duty in Iraq when he heard that his

         18  old unit, he had since joined the Green Berets, was

         19  called up again. He told his brother, "I don't want

         20  to leave them behind."

         21                 Sergeant Zeny, who died fighting for

         22  his adopted country, leaves behind his mother,

         23  father, a sister and brother, his grandmother, his

         24  fiance' and many other relatives.

         25                 We also will have a moment of silence
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          2  today for Rafael Concepcion, 35, a member of the

          3  Department of Sanitation, who died in the line of

          4  duty on December 9th, 2006. Rafael was assigned to

          5  the Sanitation, Bronx District 6, and died from

          6  injuries sustained in an accident while on

          7  collection duty.

          8                 Commissioner Doherty of the

          9  Department of Sanitation said that Rafael

         10  Concepcion's tragic death is a reminder of how

         11  dangerous the job of sanitation worker is in our

         12  daily efforts to keep New York City clean and safe.

         13                 Rafael was a proud member of New

         14  York's strongest. He leaves behind his partner

         15  Evellyn Curete, their daughters, Kaitlyn and

         16  Brianna, and his parents, Neal and Anna Concepcion.

         17  An inspector's funeral was held for Rafael on

         18  December 15th.

         19                 Thank you.

         20                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Messages and

         21  Papers from the Mayor.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         24  Communication from City, County and Borough Offices.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Petitions

          3  and Communications.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Land Use

          6  Call-Ups.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: M 494.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: And if we could now

          9  have a roll call on the Land Use Call-Ups, and Madam

         10  Public Advocate, one or two members will need to

         11  vote on the roll call as well now, the coupled

         12  General Orders.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gerson.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GERSON: Aye. (Not

         15  using microphone).

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: James.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER JAMES: Permission to

         19  vote on all Land Use Call-Ups and General Orders. I

         20  vote aye. Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: White.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER WHITE: I vote aye on

         24  all Land Use Call-Ups and respectfully request

         25  permission to vote aye on coupled General Orders.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

                                                            22

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Yes.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         12                 (No response.)

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Reyna.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER REYNA: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Aye.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Aye.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: I vote aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         24                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Today's Land
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          2  Use Call-Ups were adopted by a vote of 49 in the

          3  affirmative, zero in the negative.

          4                 Communication from the Speaker.

          5                 Quiet, please.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Before I speak and

          7  Chairperson Dilan speaks on the 421-A bill that

          8  we're voting on today, I want to call on our

          9  Minority Leader Jimmy Oddo. As I mentioned before,

         10  Council Member Lanza can't be with us today on his

         11  Stated Meeting before he heads north to Albany, so I

         12  wanted to give the Minority Leader an opportunity to

         13  speak about Council Member Lanza.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Thank you, Madam

         15  Speaker.

         16                 It's a little bit awkward, obviously,

         17  not having Andrew here. My hope is that sentiments

         18  and the emotion somehow make their way to him in

         19  what is a very difficult time for him.

         20                 In the beginning of the year, I

         21  started this year giving what was an emotionally

         22  charged speech as we welcomed a dear friend of mine

         23  to the position of Speaker, and then I found myself

         24  giving an equally emotional-charged speech bidding

         25  farewell to a very dear friend of mine.
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          2                 I'm sure it's not politically correct

          3  for any public official to say this publicly, but it

          4  won't stop me. The best thing and the worst -- it

          5  never does -- the best thing and the worst thing

          6  about this job are the people that you meet, and the

          7  good ones hopefully in the end allow you to endure

          8  the not so nice ones. And for the better part of

          9  five years, Andrew Lanza has played a huge part of

         10  my life. And when you invest yourself emotionally in

         11  this business, as all of you know, you know, you

         12  take it on the chin from time to time, and it's

         13  really our colleagues who pick you up. And

         14  fortunately for Andrew and I, when I was down, he

         15  was up, when he was down, I was up, and I'm sort of

         16  between a laugh and a tear thinking about the last

         17  five years. He's the only man that I have or ever

         18  will walk down 42nd Street wearing cowboy hats in

         19  the middle of the day, and I wish, I wish I had a

         20  camera to tape the car ride home down the FDR Drive

         21  when I convinced Andrew to join me in walking out of

         22  Gracie Mansion a few years ago.

         23                 Andrew, hopefully one day you'll see

         24  this, even though you're going to Albany, you are my

         25  friend for life. I thank you for a great five years.
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          2  It was a great run. I think together the team of

          3  McMahon, Lanza and Oddo did well by the people of

          4  Staten Island. We all love you. We're sorry that you

          5  can't be here today, and please know that you have

          6  the love and respect and the prayers of all of us

          7  for your family during this very difficult time.

          8                 SPEAKER QUINN: You know, whenever

          9  they do the B roll of New York 1 of the City

         10  Council, not that I obsessively watch New York 1, or

         11  anything, but whenever they do the B roll of the

         12  shot of the City Council, it's the day you guys wore

         13  the cowboy hats. So, it doesn't make us look silly

         14  at all for every time on New York 1.

         15                 So, I know that everyone in New York

         16  will remember you and Andy for that. And I know,

         17  Jimmy, that Andy will hear about your kind words,

         18  and will hear and know how much everybody was

         19  pulling for him and his family today. And hopefully

         20  with Yvette Clarke in Congress and Andy Lanza in

         21  Albany will be half as lucky as we all have been and

         22  have colleagues that are, if they're even a stone's

         23  throw as great as all of the people in this room,

         24  then they will have exciting and rewarding and fun

         25  careers in Albany and Washington. And Jimmy, thank
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          2  you for reminding all of us again how important in

          3  this job the person you sit next to or the person

          4  you do the work is and you remind us of that a lot.

          5  So thank you.

          6                 And today we're going to vote on

          7  421-A, a topic we all may be a little tired of

          8  speaking about, but we're going to speak about it

          9  one more time, and we're going to speak about it for

         10  one more time because this is an important moment in

         11  the City of New York as it relates to reforming the

         12  421-A Tax Abatement Program.

         13                 We need to remember that 421-A was

         14  created at a time in this City when many people were

         15  walking away from the five boroughs, and very few

         16  people were interested in building any type of

         17  housing in the five boroughs. And 421-A in its time

         18  and in its inception paid an important role in

         19  creating an incentive which got developers to build

         20  and commit to the five boroughs.

         21                 We're at a slightly, thank God,

         22  different time now in the City of New York which

         23  offers us an opportunity with Mayor Bloomberg to

         24  reform this program, and to expand double the areas

         25  in the City where when you get this abatement, you
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          2  have to build affordable housing.

          3                 We also have the opportunity in our

          4  bill we're passing today to change the requirements,

          5  to make sure people most in need get the housing

          6  that is developed through this tax abatement.

          7                 But we in the City Council in this

          8  bill recognized that the real estate industry has

          9  not paid attention to every neighborhood to the same

         10  degree, and that is why we recognize that some

         11  neighborhoods should be in the geographic

         12  exclusionary area and some should not, because there

         13  are parts of our City where we still need

         14  development for the sake of development to occur.

         15  This bill balances that reality.

         16                 This bill also recognizes that part

         17  of the challenge with 421-A is we're making a

         18  decision today that will be on the books for four

         19  years or more. That's why the Council's legislation,

         20  the Chairperson's legislation, creates a boundary

         21  review commission, an entity which will be guarded

         22  by a set of triggers and criteria articulated in

         23  this bill, a set of criterias that will lead that

         24  commission to review every two years whether or not

         25  the geographic exclusionary area should change,
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          2  whether or not there should be more areas in the

          3  City where the affordable housing requirement should

          4  be added in.

          5                 We've also had a big victory in this

          6  bill in that we've been able to increase by a third

          7  the affordable housing fund that this bill creates.

          8                 When the Mayor sent us his

          9  legislation in his task force report, the fund was

         10  $300 million. Through the efforts of the City

         11  Council, it is now $400 million and those funds will

         12  be targeted to the poorest areas in our City, the

         13  areas most in need of low-income and affordable

         14  housing.

         15                 But also through the efforts of this

         16  Council, in the dialogue which continued on this

         17  bill, up until yesterday, we were able to make sure

         18  that fund will go as far as it possibly can to make

         19  sure the units that are created through it are

         20  permanent for as long as possible for the residents

         21  who will move into those units.

         22                 The bill we're passing today, on a

         23  very complicated issue, I believe strikes an

         24  appropriate balance. It recognizes that you can

         25  create affordable housing through a tax abatement,
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          2  that you need to make that abatement, which is an

          3  incentive something that a developer will take. This

          4  bill strikes that balance.

          5                 This bill also recognizes that there

          6  are parts of the City which were not recommended by

          7  the Task Force of the Mayor to be in the geographic

          8  exclusionary zone. But through what people know

          9  about what's happening in their district, we were

         10  able to engage in a dialogue that significantly

         11  expands that district in a way that will protect

         12  more of our neighborhoods.

         13                 This is a bill we should be very

         14  proud of. It's a bill that will help create more

         15  affordable housing. It's a bill that will help bring

         16  real estate attention to the neighborhoods that need

         17  it. It is a bill which will create a fund greater

         18  than what we started, a fund with more transparency

         19  and a fund that is accountable to the Council and to

         20  the people of the City of New York.

         21                 Getting to this point today was

         22  obviously a lot of hard work by many, many people. I

         23  want to take a second to thank those folks.

         24                 First, I want to thank Mayor

         25  Bloomberg and his staff for working so closely with
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          2  us. We have a year's work ahead of us in Albany, so

          3  it's critically important that the Council and the

          4  Mayor stand united.

          5                 I want to thank the HPD Commissioner,

          6  Shawn Donovan, Rafael Cissaro at HPD, Joe Rosenberg,

          7  Matt Chaffitz, Nancy Batterman, Elizabeth Zeldon,

          8  Arden, whose last name I'm going to get wrong,

          9  Zokolow, Lauren Blanchford, Haeda Mihaltses, Deputy

         10  Mayor Dan Doctoroff, Jemela Nathan, and Eddie

         11  Batista, and everyone else in the Mayor's Office who

         12  spent far more time during the holidays working on

         13  this bill than they ever would have wanted to. You

         14  can tell your families we've given you an excuse if

         15  your holiday gifts aren't as good, had you had more

         16  time shopping.

         17                 I also want to thank in this Council

         18  side, the Chief of Staff Chuck Meara, Ramon

         19  Martinez, who really worked incredibly, incredibly

         20  hard on this bill for a very long period of time to

         21  make sure that the bill reflected the needs of the

         22  vast majority of Council members, Mora Keeny, Gail

         23  Benjamin, Amy Levitan, Jeremy Hoffman, Terzah

         24  Nasser, Ben Goodman, Jeff Haberman, Rob Newman, Jim

         25  Caras, David Pechefsky, Anthony Boydo, Nadine
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          2  Felton. I also want to thank Woody and Rick in Erik

          3  Dilan's office. And last, and absolutely not least,

          4  I want to thank the Chair of our Housing and

          5  Buildings Committee.

          6                 You know, people might remember that

          7  at the last Stated we voted on a new electrical

          8  code. That might remember at the Stated before that

          9  we voted on two pieces of legislation that would add

         10  teeth to our Department of Buildings, making sure

         11  they had more tools to fight inappropriate

         12  development in all our boroughs, from Staten Island

         13  to the Bronx. So, this has been a time of tremendous

         14  activity in the Housing Committee.

         15                 And while all of that was going on,

         16  Erik and his staff still remained completely engaged

         17  in the battle to make sure we struck a fair and

         18  balanced reform of 421-A. We wouldn't be at this

         19  point if it wasn't for Erik and his staff. They did

         20  very, very hard work, and thoughtful leadership, so

         21  I want to thank him very much, and call on him and

         22  give him an opportunity to comment on the 421-A

         23  legislation.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you,

         25  Madam Speaker. I think I want to start where you
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          2  ended and that's with the thank yous.

          3                 I want to start out by thanking the

          4  Housing and Buildings Committee for committing

          5  themselves to sit through, by my count, about eight

          6  hours' worth of public testimony on this subject. It

          7  wasn't the easiest thing in the world to do, but I

          8  certainly appreciate them and for their input.

          9                 I also want to thank some of the

         10  members of the opposition on this bill. I want to

         11  thank Annabel Palma for her role in the 421-A

         12  debate. I think the discussion was certainly

         13  healthy, and I think Annabel did a great job in

         14  bringing her issues before the entire Council for

         15  healthy discussion. I want to thank Annabel for

         16  that.

         17                 I want to thank, again, my staff,

         18  Woody Pastel, and Rick Arbelo, who probably haven't

         19  done their Christmas shopping. I certainly use this

         20  bill as an excuse as to why my Christmas shopping is

         21  not done as of yet.

         22                 I want to thank Ramon Martinez.

         23  Ramon, I've always respected you, but through this

         24  process I've gained a new-found respect for you in

         25  working with you on a daily basis on this project.
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          2  And I do hope that in the very near future you do

          3  get the haircut that you've been waiting to get for

          4  so very long.

          5                 I want to thank Mora Keeny just for

          6  her efforts and guidance on the bill and assistance

          7  with the Speaker's Office, and I want, certainly

          8  want to thank the Mayor's Office and the Mayor's

          9  staff, the HPD Commissioner, Commissioner Doctoroff

         10  on the bill.

         11                 Look, what the Speaker said about

         12  this bill that's key is the word balance. I mean, I

         13  think throughout this process nobody got ultimately

         14  everything that they wanted. I don't think the

         15  Mayor's Office got everything that they wanted, I

         16  don't think that the Council got everything that

         17  they wanted, but the key word is balance and that's

         18  how I know it's a good bill, because we're at the

         19  point where everybody can live with the bill. I

         20  think some probably wish that we could have done a

         21  little bit more here or there, but I think that

         22  we've done the best that we possibly could do to

         23  keep this program active, and to maximize the amount

         24  of affordability that we could get out of this plan.

         25                 I'm very proud of this fact that a
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          2  $400 million fund would be created throughout the

          3  City for the 15 poorest neighborhoods, and according

          4  to the MOU that we have from the Administration and

          5  the Council, that fund has the potential to be

          6  leveraged up to $1.2 billion, and if that were to

          7  get built, I think a significant amount of

          8  low-income housing can be produced on behalf of the

          9  poor people of the City of New York, and I look

         10  forward to each and every unit getting completed in

         11  our neighborhoods as soon as possible.

         12                 And on that note, I wanted to thank

         13  Gale Brewer for bringing up the issue of permanency

         14  to the debate that the Speaker very much included in

         15  the bill. We thank you for that, and I think the

         16  Speaker did a great job on getting the assessed

         17  value cap to be set at $65,000, that certainly will

         18  limit that amount of benefit that we give out

         19  unnecessarily. I think her staff wanted to do much

         20  more on the cap clip issue that I'm not going to get

         21  into, but again, Madam Speaker, I think you did a

         22  good job on the bill. I think the boundary

         23  commission affords us the opportunity to look at

         24  this again in 2008. I'm glad that's two years away

         25  because it will give me some time before we look at
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          2  it again.

          3                 And additionally, I want to just say

          4  to HPD that I appreciate their commitment to revisit

          5  the issue of one-, two-, and three-family homes, in

          6  terms of affordable subsidy to continue the

          7  development of that type of housing.

          8                 They allowed 421-B with Council

          9  support to expire up in Albany because it was a

         10  benefit that was given away to homes that had

         11  excessive value, and I look forward to working with

         12  them to make sure that we can continue the

         13  development of one-, two-, and three-family homes,

         14  but make them affordable and make them available for

         15  first-time home buyers, and I certainly look forward

         16  to working on them with that issue and this Council

         17  on that issue.

         18                 So, with that, Madam Speaker, I would

         19  like to close my remarks and just say it's been a

         20  pleasure working with you on this subject, and I

         21  look forward to working with you on many other

         22  subjects, such as Building Code, maybe J-51s, maybe

         23  code enforcement, and many other bills. It's

         24  certainly been a pleasure working with you.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Thank you, Chairperson
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          2  Dilan. And I just want to again thank Erik and his

          3  staff. I also want to thank all of my colleagues for

          4  their work on 421-A. People have spent a tremendous

          5  amount of time over the past month having

          6  discussions and debate on 421-A. And when we started

          7  in this new term a little less than a year ago, we

          8  all made a commitment to a new level of democracy,

          9  small d, in the City Council, and new commitment to

         10  democratic values, small d, in the City Council, and

         11  we, I think through the debate on 421-A, ended the

         12  year showing we meant what we said.

         13                 You know, some people have commented

         14  that it was odd that there was more than one bill on

         15  a similar topic on the City Council. Well, that that

         16  needed to be noted is in and of itself a statement

         17  about the fact that there has not been enough

         18  significant debate in the past about important

         19  topics.

         20                 I am glad and proud of all of us that

         21  there was strong feeling and spirited debate about

         22  this issue but that we were all still able to come

         23  to a fair and balanced compromise, and I really want

         24  to thank everybody for the time, attention and

         25  thought that they gave to this matter, and I think
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          2  this model of work will serve us well as we move

          3  forward to tackle the issues that Erik outlined and

          4  the other long list of issues that every Chair could

          5  stand up and list for their upcoming and 2007

          6  agenda, and I wish everybody a happy and healthy

          7  holiday season and a great and successful new year,

          8  and I hope we see everybody after Yvette's reception

          9  over at the Surrogates Court House for the Council's

         10  annual holiday party, where everyone will be

         11  required to sing. Inez recently tried to get some of

         12  us to sing Jingle Bells at her party and we were

         13  dreadful, so people need to huddle in the lounge

         14  after this important Stated Meeting practice, so we

         15  can do a little bit better than we did in Harlem

         16  last week across the street.

         17                 Thank you all.

         18                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         19  of General Orders.

         20                 Council Member Barron.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: Thank you,

         22  Madam Chair.

         23                 It was said that the Mayor and the

         24  Council may be able to live with this bill, but the

         25  poor working class families will not be able to live
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          2  in this City. This bill is not about the most in

          3  need, this bill is about the most in greed.

          4                 This bill, once again, will give

          5  abatements to developers to build affordable

          6  housing. I mean, luxury housing as they've done in

          7  the past. 80/20 is an insult to this City. We now

          8  have to count on, and I never thought I would have

          9  to do this, Vito Lopez and the State, who is going

         10  to be more progressive than us on getting affordable

         11  housing, like 70/30. I think it should have been

         12  50/50.

         13                 But, of course, that's not real,

         14  because the developers determine reality, not the

         15  Council. Any time we put numbers out there, how

         16  about 60/40? There are more poor people than there

         17  are rich people. How about 60 percent affordable?

         18  How about 50 percent. That's not real. We don't make

         19  reality. The developers won't build. Yes, they will,

         20  if you had the heart to stand up to them and say

         21  this is what it is, they will build. Or scrap the

         22  whole program. Let them pay us the taxes and put an

         23  affordability fund together and let us build it

         24  where we think it needs to be built.

         25                 Sixty to 80 percent of the AMI, well,
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          2  people say, well, they're going to build with bonds

          3  and the bonds, they have to do 50 percent of the

          4  AMI. Well, if they have to do that, why don't we

          5  make the bill 50 percent of the AMI, since they have

          6  to do that anyway?

          7                 This bill, this is a sad day, I don't

          8  care how much you get happy, this is a sad day for

          9  poor, working class families in New York City, and

         10  it's a sad day for blacks, Latinos and Asians,

         11  because some of our people are going to leave, and

         12  the political demographics are going to change and

         13  seats may even change in this City.

         14                 Let's hope the State does better than

         15  the City Council did.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Monserrate.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 Let me first and foremost

         21  congratulate all of the parties involved. We have

         22  spent a considerable amount of time over the last

         23  few weeks or months debating this issue, and I want

         24  to congratulate Annabel Palma and the Coalition that

         25  stood with her regarding these issues, the Housing
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          2  advocates, the Speaker of the City Council and her

          3  staff who really spent an enormous amount of time

          4  working out the details of this finalized bill.

          5                 However, despite the fact that the

          6  bill today is a bit more progressive than what was

          7  originally proposed by the Administration, I have to

          8  concur with many of the sentiments of my colleague

          9  from Brooklyn when he talks about it being a sad

         10  day. Specifically for the Borough of Queens, which

         11  in its entirety just about has been left out of the

         12  exclusion zone. We have changed the nature of this

         13  421-A program from an outdated tax policy to

         14  permanent corporate welfare for the developers in

         15  the Borough of Queens.

         16                 The continuation of tax breaks for

         17  the developers is destructive for both current and

         18  future residents.

         19                 First, many communities are suffering

         20  from over development in places like Queens, and now

         21  they know that their tax dollars will continue to

         22  subsidize this wealth for developers. And secondly,

         23  communities with severe housing needs in the Borough

         24  of Queens will know that their tax dollars are

         25  creating more and more high-priced units. This
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          2  reform falls very short for the Borough of Queens,

          3  and I would like to just add the following: I look

          4  forward to working with my members from the State

          5  Assembly and the State Senate in the Borough of

          6  Queens, who are equally concerned about the lack of

          7  affordability for the Borough of Queens, and the

          8  mandates that were necessary. I encourage all my

          9  colleagues to keeps this on your mind, and as we

         10  look forward in the next two years, as we look to

         11  reconvene, come up with better solutions for our

         12  community and particularly the Borough of Queens

         13  that was left out.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member DeBlasio.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I'm not going to be agreeing with my

         19  two colleagues who have spoken already, as much as I

         20  do respect them and their position, I think this is

         21  a very positive day on many levels.

         22                 I think it's been a tremendous and

         23  historic process for the Council to have so much

         24  debate and to have these specific positions argued

         25  in a respectful and positive manner that led to a, I
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          2  think overall a much, much better bill than the one

          3  originally introduced by the Mayor.

          4                 I also think we've taken a huge step

          5  forward for affordable housing, in terms of the

          6  exclusion zones and many of the other features of

          7  the bill. I think we've done something historic that

          8  will change the way we approach affordable housing

          9  going forward and we put a mechanism in place to

         10  keep improving upon this plan as conditions in our

         11  City change.

         12                 So, I think a lot has been

         13  accomplished in these last weeks, and this is

         14  exactly the way this Council should run and I want

         15  to give credit where credit is due to our Speaker

         16  and her team.

         17                 I think they governed over a

         18  tremendously positive process, and I want to thank

         19  Chair Dilan, I want to thank our Housing

         20  Commissioner Shawn Donovan and his team and the

         21  folks from the Mayor's Office, and I especially want

         22  to thank Annabel Palma and many of our colleagues

         23  who I think played an extremely constructive role in

         24  bringing other perspectives in that are reflected in

         25  the final bill very positively.
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          2                 And I want to say on behalf of people

          3  in Brooklyn and certainly in my district where we've

          4  experienced tremendous development pressures and

          5  have seen gentrification and have seen people just

          6  unable to stay in their own neighborhoods, that the

          7  fact that we're going to have substantial exclusion

          8  zones and these other features is tremendously

          9  important to us and gives us some hope that we can

         10  have a diverse City that we'd like to keep.

         11                 And I also am very proud and pleased

         12  for my district that we're going to have movement on

         13  inclusionary zoning for Fourth Avenue which is

         14  something that's been overdue.

         15                 So, I thank everyone involved, and I

         16  urge all of my colleagues to vote yes on this bill.

         17                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         18  Member Brewer.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         20  much. I rise to also say that there has been a great

         21  deal of discussion and to thank Shawn Donovan, Joe

         22  Rosenberg and certainly the Speaker's staff and

         23  certainly Brad Lander from the Pratt Center, and I

         24  think it was Ramon Martinez who said we all learned

         25  a lot. One of the issues is where is the list of the
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          2  421-A units? So, it turns out that the Department of

          3  Finance had to print it and there are 517 pages. And

          4  the good news is it will go up on the net, not only

          5  for 421-A, but also for the IDA, the Industrial

          6  Development listing, too, and I think that's a

          7  sunshine aspect to this whole process that came out

          8  of learning more, as Ramon suggested.

          9                 I also want to just say that the area

         10  south of 96th Street, there are almost 2,200 units

         11  currently of 421-A, and the reason that I am

         12  supporting this process is I hope we go together to

         13  Albany to say that permanency for the current units

         14  -- this is a good bill in terms of the fund for the

         15  areas outside of the geographic boundaries, it's a

         16  good bill because of on-site, it's a good bill

         17  because it expands some of the exemptions in terms

         18  of where they're located.

         19                 But the problem is, for those areas

         20  that had the foresight that Ruth Messinger made only

         21  eligible for 421-A if there was an affordable

         22  component, I don't want them to become penalized

         23  come now when we are extending.

         24                 So, I just mention this as something

         25  we'll go to Albany with. I thank the Chair of the
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          2  Housing Committee for mentioning that, and for the

          3  Speaker's support and the Mayor's support for going

          4  to Albany to find some kind of solution for

          5  permanency.

          6                 Thank you very much.

          7                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          8  Member Mendez.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you,

         10  Madam Public Advocate.

         11                 I have been part of this legislative

         12  body for a little less than a year, and I stand up

         13  today to join my colleagues, Council Member Charles

         14  Barron, from Brooklyn, and Council Member Hiram

         15  Monserrate from Queens, to say, yes, the discussion

         16  has been very healthy, lively discussion, and I

         17  think through that discussion we've come up with a

         18  better bill, a better bill than what was first

         19  presented to this body. But I still believe that

         20  that bill could be better yet.

         21                 There are many things that I feel

         22  should have been incorporated into that bill. Many

         23  of the testimony, 11 hours of testimony bore out

         24  that there were some districts, some communities,

         25  certainly in Manhattan, that could bear more than
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          2  the 80/20 percent of affordable housing that's going

          3  to be proposed under this plan, and that some

          4  communities could go up to 70/30. I think it would

          5  have been a historic moment for this Council to push

          6  that number up from 80 and draw at least a little

          7  bit more percentage for affordable housing.

          8                 I think the fund is a wonderful idea.

          9  I think it should have more money, but it also

         10  doesn't address the issue of the current units and

         11  what's going to happen to those units as the

         12  subsidies run out, and those units get phased out as

         13  affordable housing. This bill will bring more longer

         14  term affordability. We need to talk about permanency

         15  for all of these units that are going to be built in

         16  the future and the current units that are there and

         17  I look forward to continuing this debate at the

         18  State level, and I want to congratulate the Speaker

         19  and my colleagues who have taken this discussion to

         20  a new level and we've all educated each other and

         21  we've come up with, like I said, a better bill, but

         22  I believe we can do better yet.

         23                 Thank you.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Yassky.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Thank you. I

          3  rise in support of the bill before us today. I think

          4  that this bill will result, I think without doubt

          5  this bill will result in more affordable housing

          6  being built than we have seen in recent years, and

          7  in eliminating some of the most egregious

          8  disparities in the property tax whereby we had seen

          9  multi-million dollar condos paying no tax literally,

         10  virtually no tax, while regular New Yorkers pay full

         11  property tax. This bill does both those things and

         12  it merits our support. I urge my colleagues to vote

         13  for it.

         14                 Is it perfect? No, of course not. And

         15  some of the points made by Council Member Barron,

         16  Monserrate, Council Member Mendez, are absolutely

         17  valid, there is more work to be done. Some of the

         18  hottest development areas of the City are not

         19  covered by the exclusion zone, I believe they should

         20  be so we make sure that people are paying fair tax

         21  compared with their neighbors. And there is work to

         22  be done in Albany and I think we will go to Albany

         23  and try and fix those. But the bill before us today

         24  is a big step forward, not a tiny step. It is a big

         25  step forward, and I want to publicly commend Speaker
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          2  Quinn for leading this body through, as she said,

          3  step forward not just on the substance but on the

          4  process, leading the body through a very, very

          5  healthy debate to arrive at I think a very good

          6  outcome. I commend the Speaker. I want to commend

          7  and thank Council Member Palma for her leadership. I

          8  think her commitment to principle and her just

          9  enormously effective advocacy on behalf of a

         10  stronger 421-A bill made this bill the product that

         11  it is today and worth voting for. So, I commend

         12  Council Member Palma as well. I look forward to

         13  voting for this bill.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         15  Member Clarke.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

         17  Madam Public Advocate.

         18                 I'd just like to say that, just sort

         19  of keeping my finger on the pulse of the 421-A

         20  conversations and debate, that we've got to be ever

         21  mindful that pushing the envelope for New Yorkers

         22  that are barely hanging on in our housing market is

         23  for many of us a calling, and I'd like to commend

         24  particularly Annabel Palma and the colleagues who

         25  sort of worked with her with the Speaker to really
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          2  push the envelope a bit further out.

          3                 I can certainly agree with the

          4  sentiment or, you know, feel the sentiment of my

          5  colleagues who feel that we should go much further,

          6  but had it not been for the efforts of all of the

          7  colleagues from their various perspectives sort of

          8  pushing the envelope, I don't think we would have

          9  gotten where we are today.

         10                 It is clear that what we do today

         11  will resonate into the future, and I hope that as we

         12  do this biannually that we will continue to push

         13  that envelope so that there isn't a New Yorker who

         14  wishes to reside within our City that will not be

         15  able to do so because we've priced them out.

         16                 Having said that, Madam Public

         17  Advocate, this is another item that I'd like to

         18  thank my colleagues for their support on, and that

         19  is a property in my district called 320 Sterling

         20  Street. Some of you may remember, that was the very

         21  first piece of property in Land Use that I had to

         22  vote on, and as a collective body, we decided that

         23  that property was not ready to move forward in its

         24  current form.

         25                 The Administration has worked with

                                                            52

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  us, and certainly I'd like to commend the Land Use

          3  Committee for their fortitude, their intestinal

          4  fortitude and we were able to work out a win/win

          5  situation where 320 Sterling Street is being

          6  developed as low-income co-ops. Those who have been

          7  living in that building and suffering will now be

          8  able to be a part of the governance structure that

          9  takes that building to new heights, so we can all be

         10  proud of that today.

         11                 Thank you very much, Madam Public

         12  Advocate.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Avella.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I guess it's a rare day when I find

         18  myself agreeing with Council Member Charles Barron.

         19  A very rare day for me, Charles.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: I'll take it.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: But I rise in

         22  support of the comments from Council Member Barron,

         23  Mendez and Hiram Monserrate. I appreciate all the

         24  work that the Speaker put in the bill and the Chair

         25  of the Housing and Buildings Committee, but I find
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          2  trouble with the fact that we are still going to

          3  give tax abatements, huge tax abatements, to luxury

          4  development, developers who are already making

          5  millions of dollars on each project.

          6                 I just can't, in good conscience,

          7  approve a bill that still allows that to happen, and

          8  in my opinion, we are still not providing affordable

          9  housing in this bill. We could do a lot more.

         10                 One of the things we definitely could

         11  do is change the way we look at the AMI, and instead

         12  of making it a Citywide average, let's make it a

         13  neighborhood average, because even in this bill,

         14  even with the requirement for affordable housing,

         15  there are going to be people in their own

         16  neighborhood who still cannot afford the housing

         17  units.

         18                 People are growing up in their own

         19  neighborhoods and they can't afford to live there

         20  anymore. I just think we could have done better.

         21  Again, I appreciate all of the work that was put

         22  into this, and I really think Annabel Palma deserves

         23  a lot of credit for pushing the envelope, but I

         24  would urge my colleagues to vote no. We can do

         25  better.

                                                            54

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member McMahon.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Thank you,

          5  Madam Public Advocate. And I think this is the first

          6  time that I've ever spoken during a discussion of

          7  General Orders, because usually I would only speak

          8  to a particular bill as I vote. But I feel it's

          9  important to do so because of the discussion that

         10  has been held already and the failure on the part of

         11  some of my colleagues who are disappointed with the

         12  vote on the 421-A package today, to not to realize

         13  the great work that the Speaker, Speaker Quinn and

         14  her staff have done, not only in putting forth a

         15  better package that had ever been put forth before,

         16  but for the first time I think in the history of the

         17  new City Council post 1989, bringing the City

         18  Council to a point where it had led on an issue, and

         19  doing that in an arena where under the Charter the

         20  Mayor is quite often the leader and really takes

         21  issues and pushes them forward and we always

         22  respond.

         23                 This is a case where Speaker Quinn

         24  and her staff have taken an issue and have led us

         25  and led the Administration and have led this City to
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          2  a better place, and in a perfect world, everyone

          3  would have in legislation everything they want. But

          4  we know what Bismark said about legislation, and we

          5  know that by the work that's done here, that we will

          6  have more affordable housing in this City as we move

          7  forward, and we also know that areas that are not in

          8  the exclusion zone now, like the one I represent,

          9  will have the opportunity in the future to be part

         10  of it.

         11                 So, I think those who are perhaps

         12  disappointed at this point should understand the

         13  bigger picture and understand that this is a much

         14  better package than we would have had, that we could

         15  have had unless the Council took this issue by the

         16  horns and led it forward. And in the last seconds I

         17  will probably speak out of order, but I just want to

         18  wish my colleague Yvette Clarke all the best, and

         19  say to my good friend Andrew Lanza, as he sits with

         20  his mother, that our prayers are with him, and we,

         21  in the Council, will miss them both very much.

         22                 Thank you.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Jackson.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Thank you,
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          2  Madam Public Advocate.

          3                 My colleagues, I rise to express my

          4  support for this bill. Understand that the Speaker

          5  and her staff has reached out to all of us over the

          6  course of the last several weeks and asked us to

          7  come in to listen to what they had to say and to

          8  express their viewpoints and opinions and

          9  suggestions on how to improve the particular bill,

         10  and she has made all of her staff available for us.

         11                 Let me just say that the Housing

         12  Trust Fund is supposed to go to the 15 areas that's

         13  in most economic need, and knowing that my district

         14  in Northern Manhattan, including Harlem, Washington

         15  Heights and Inwood are included in that area, if we

         16  pass this bill today some of my areas will have the

         17  opportunity to be a part of that trust fund.

         18                 And also knowing that the southern

         19  part of my district, from 136th Street south to

         20  123rd Street, is part of the exclusion zone, and

         21  that's very, very important for me also.

         22                 But let me just say to all of you, I

         23  sat through the entire two days of hearing, but for

         24  going to the restroom or getting something to eat,

         25  and I listened to what everyone had to say, and
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          2  believing that everyone is speaking the truth on

          3  this particular matter, from the Commissioner to the

          4  Deputy Mayor to the advocates, to the people that

          5  came and spoke, and the last individual that spoke

          6  that night, the second day of a hearing, he was an

          7  African-American male, about 60 years old, and he

          8  said I sat through all the hearings, I heard what

          9  everyone had to say, and I still don't believe them.

         10  But the last panel that spoke was an

         11  African-American contractor who builds affordable

         12  housing and builds housing, and a Hispanic woman

         13  that builds housing, and they basically said to us

         14  that if in fact it goes to 70/30 or anything higher

         15  than that, they will not build. We cannot mandate

         16  them to build, it is not a mandatory thing, it is a

         17  voluntary process. So, for those that don't believe

         18  that we cannot get more, I say to you, I think we've

         19  gotten all we can get, and I hope for more but

         20  realistically, this is the best deal we're going to

         21  get.

         22                 I vote yes.

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         24  Member Katz.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I just wanted to
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          2  add my voice to the many that have spoken here

          3  today. I think everybody has acted honorably in

          4  trying to achieve a piece of legislation that's

          5  going to benefit most New Yorkers of the City of New

          6  York. But I think it's important to note, I mean

          7  everybody has been noting the fact that the Speaker

          8  and the Speaker's Office and everyone involved here

          9  has been listening so intently, but it's more than

         10  that. There was a lot of changes made to what we

         11  originally got here in the New York City Council. We

         12  added $100 million to the fund for affordable

         13  housing. We added four- and five-family homes to

         14  421-A. We have an agreement from the Administration

         15  to go up to Albany to fight for 421-B to make sure

         16  that those that weren't included here will actually

         17  get a benefit in the future for development in the

         18  City of New York.

         19                 So, I think it has been an absolutely

         20  wonderful process that everyone was listening to

         21  each other and talking and that is by far one of the

         22  greatest assets of the New York City Council. We do

         23  bring each of us different things from our walks of

         24  life and from the districts that we represent.

         25                 But I do think it's important to note
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          2  the changes that were made from what was originally

          3  given to us, and those changes were only made

          4  because of the patience, the work, the research and

          5  the reality that the Speaker's Office and the

          6  Speaker and everyone in the Council knew that we

          7  needed to make this a better New York by doing this.

          8                 It isn't perfect, but just because

          9  something isn't perfect doesn't mean it's not a

         10  great step in the right direction, so I congratulate

         11  everyone involved with this and I urge my

         12  colleagues' support.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Martinez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Thank you,

         16  Madam Public Advocate.

         17                 I want to speak on a preconsidered

         18  Land Use item that we will be voting on which will

         19  be a school in my district that I want to thank the

         20  New York City School Construction Authority and the

         21  Department for their quick response when the

         22  property was made available to ensure that this

         23  becomes a school much needed in our district, and I

         24  want to encourage my colleague to support the

         25  particular item. There will be an additional 600
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          2  seats very much needed in my district.

          3                 And in reference to the discussion

          4  that's taking place, Madam Public Advocate, I want

          5  to thank the Speaker, I want to thank the

          6  Administration, for the open discussion around the

          7  421-A and the insurance that they are giving my

          8  community, my district, even though that we're not

          9  part of the zone, and we will be coming pretty soon

         10  to this body for a rezoning in my area, the

         11  insurance that my constituents are getting from both

         12  the Administration, the Speaker and many of my other

         13  colleagues involved in the discussion, that when we

         14  talk about affordable housing, and we talk about

         15  building new units, a district like mine will be

         16  guaranteed affordability, would be guaranteed a

         17  discussion around the issue of having our residents

         18  live in the new building that would be constructed,

         19  and the fact that my district is also included as

         20  one of the areas where the funds will be invested,

         21  also further guarantee that it has been an open

         22  discussion, and I think this body stands second to

         23  none in terms of the discussion, in terms of

         24  involving its members of the discussion and we're at

         25  the point here now where not everybody got what they
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          2  wanted. I was one who wanted to be in the zone, but

          3  the fact is that the discussion led to the insurance

          4  of my constituents and myself that we will be having

          5  affordable housing in our district, even though

          6  we're not in the zone. So, for that I want to thank

          7  the Speaker for her work on behalf of my

          8  constituents, when all the discussion was taking

          9  place with the Administration.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM:

         11  Mark-Viverito.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Thank

         13  you, Madam Public Advocate.

         14                 I just want to also raise my voice in

         15  support of this bill and I do want to thank all

         16  those that have been thanked before, in particular

         17  to our Speaker and to Annabel Palma for the

         18  opportunity to really bring forth a bill that is I

         19  think progressive, and I think when we talk about

         20  progress, progress is a process, and we are at a

         21  much better point presently than we were with the

         22  way the bill stood before the Mayor made his

         23  recommendations. And I think for that we should be

         24  proud.

         25                 And also to know that this has been a
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          2  process that has been engaged in fairly, openly,

          3  transparently, for the level of dialogue has been

          4  civil, and has been respectful, and for that I want

          5  to thank the Speaker. I think that this is going to

          6  lead us to a point -- we have to understand that

          7  this is not the only measure when we talk about

          8  affordability of housing. We have an opportunity as

          9  a body to really look comprehensively at all the

         10  laws on the books, at all the tools in the arsenal

         11  in HPD and to really better it for those that we

         12  represent.

         13                 I represent a district, East Harlem

         14  in particular, that is $23,000 is the average median

         15  income. We want affordability for everyone. We want

         16  home ownership opportunities available to all those

         17  that are making that amount of money in my district,

         18  and I think that we are going to be able to over the

         19  next couple of years really present a progressive

         20  view on what affordability means, and this is only

         21  the beginning. And I think that it's definitely an

         22  indication that we will achieve much more.

         23                 So, for that, I want to thank all my

         24  colleagues for being able to engage in this debate

         25  and to provide something that is going to benefit
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          2  the City of New York. Thank you.

          3                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          4  Member Vacca.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: I rise to

          6  commend the Mayor and the Speaker, Annabel Palma,

          7  for their hard work, but I rise to caution before we

          8  lobby in Albany about 421-B. I want you to know

          9  about 421-B.

         10                 421-B provided tax exemptions for new

         11  construction of one-, two-, and three-family homes,

         12  and a new house, two-family in the Bronx, that would

         13  normally go for 650 or 600 went for 700 because the

         14  builder of the house made the price larger. He

         15  tacked on the money because the house now is worth

         16  more because of the real estate tax exemption. So,

         17  these exemptions under 421-B do not decrease the

         18  price of the house, they indeed increase the price

         19  of the house at the other end. So, I want to be

         20  supportive but I want you to know about B, and I

         21  want you to know before we lobby what we're into.

         22  This has happened in my community, and it's happened

         23  in other boroughs, 421-B means higher prices for

         24  one-, two- and three-family homes, it means more

         25  overdevelopment in downzone communities, and we have
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          2  over 50 of them now in New York City, so I caution

          3  that that needs further exploration. I caution that

          4  we as a Council must look at that even further

          5  before we go on to Albany. Thank you.

          6                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          7  Member Comrie.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I also want to

          9  thank and acknowledge that Council Member Clarke,

         10  who started with the Sterling Building Project, that

         11  actually got us started with our first open debate

         12  and discussion in the Council, talking about all of

         13  the issues around Land Use is closing that matter

         14  today on a positive note.

         15                 I also want to note that I think that

         16  is the first discussion that really got us motivated

         17  to be deliberate and think thoughtful as a body of

         18  Council members where we started talking about every

         19  issue, not just as an abstract but as a total issue

         20  on how it affects our City, how it affects our

         21  community.

         22                 I think that that has led to our

         23  ability to have all of the debate and discussion

         24  around 421-A. Now, I represent a district that 421-A

         25  doesn't touch. As Council Member Monserrate said,
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          2  421-A doesn't touch most of Queens, didn't touch it

          3  in the old configuration it won't touch it in the

          4  new configuration, but I want to thank the Chair,

          5  Councilman Dilan, Speaker Quinn, the Mayor's Office,

          6  for recognizing that we are going to be working on

          7  other programs that will touch most of Queens and

          8  create a new 421-B program, that is not going to

          9  focus on rewarding developers to build mega

         10  mansions, we're focusing on opportunities to reward

         11  civil service employees, City employees, and also

         12  people that are looking to get affordable small

         13  homes a real opportunity with a direct pass-through

         14  to those individuals and not developers. It's not

         15  going to be a program such as it was in the past. I

         16  want to congratulate Jimmy Oddo and the Staten

         17  Island Delegation for eliminating a program that

         18  didn't work, and I'm convinced that we will have a

         19  program that will work, as a result to these 421-A

         20  discussions.

         21                 I also want to thank the Black and

         22  Hispanic Caucus, the Co-chairs Robert Jackson and

         23  Carmen Arroyo (sic) who had many meetings on 421-A

         24  where we had open discussion and debate. I want to

         25  thank Council Member Palma, and all of the people
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          2  that were involved in the discussion to take it to

          3  another level. We need to be hyper-focused on the

          4  issues of affordability and the ability to make sure

          5  that all New York workers can afford to live in the

          6  City that they work in.

          7                 Thank you, Madam Public Advocate.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I wasn't going

         11  to do this, but as long as Council Members Vacca and

         12  Comrie brought up the issue as it relates to this, I

         13  think if we truly want to promote homeownership of

         14  ones and twos and three-family homes in the City,

         15  and as we discussed, property taxes in general, the

         16  answer is a reduction in the property tax rate for

         17  class 1 and 2 property owners of the City of New

         18  York. I think we should take some of that Goldman

         19  Sachs's bonus money and benefit in that come June.

         20  Thank you.

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

         22  nobody else, Report of Special Committees.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: None.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Reports of

         25  Standing Committees.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          3  Committee on Housing and Buildings and Intro. 486-A,

          4  establishment of an affordable housing fund and

          5  benefits of the real property tax law.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Amended and coupled on

          7  General Order with a message of necessity.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered Reso

          9  652, extension of the 421-A program.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         11  Orders.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

         13  Committee on Land Use. LU 234 and Reso 658 on page

         14  two, through LU 268 and Reso 663 on page three,

         15  various UDAAPs.

         16                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         17  Orders.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 331 and Reso 664,

         19  unenclosed sidewalk cafe.

         20                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         21  Orders.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 335 and Reso 665 on

         23  page three, through LU 340 and Reso 667 on page

         24  four, various UDAAPs.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General;

                                                            68

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 345 and Reso 668,

          4  leasing of a parcel of land, WoodHull Medical and

          5  Mental Health Center Campus.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled to be filed,

          7  pursuant to a letter of withdrawal.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 346, amendment of

          9  the zoning map.

         10                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved with

         11  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         12  Commission, pursuant to Rule 11-70(b) of the rules

         13  of the Council and Section 197-d of the New York

         14  City Charter.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 347, amendment of

         16  the zoning resolution.

         17                 SPEAKER QUINN: Approved with

         18  modifications and referred to the City Planning

         19  Commission, pursuant to rule 11.70(b) of the rules

         20  of the Council and Section 197-d of the New York

         21  City Charter.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 350 and Reso 669 on

         23  page four, through LU 357 and Reso 674 on page five,

         24  various UDAAPs.

         25                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General
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          2  Orders.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Preconsidered LU 361

          4  and Reso 675, proposed site for a 600-seat school

          5  facility.

          6                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          7  Orders.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Report of the

          9  Committee on Rules, Privileges and Elections.

         10  Preconsidered Reso 676, membership changes to a

         11  Subcommittee.

         12                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         13  Orders.

         14                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         15  Order Calendar.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 346 and Reso 677.

         17  Amendment of the zoning map.

         18                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         19  Orders.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: LU 347 and Reso 678.

         21  Amendment of the zoning resolution.

         22                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

         23  Orders.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Resolution appointing

         25  various persons Commissioner of Deeds.
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          2                 SPEAKER QUINN: Coupled on General

          3  Orders.

          4                 At this point I ask for a roll call

          5  on all matters on the coupled General Order

          6  calendar.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Addabbo.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER ADDABBO: Aye.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Arroyo.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER ARROYO: Aye.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: No on Intro

         13  486-A and preconsidered Reso 652; and yes on all

         14  other matters.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Barron.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER BARRON: No on Intro

         19  486-A and preconsidered Reso 652; aye on all other

         20  matters.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Brewer.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Aye.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Aye.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: DeBlasio.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER DEBLASIO: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dickens.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Aye on all.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Dilan.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Felder.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: May I be

         11  excused to explain my vote, please?

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank you very

         14  much.

         15                 All the compliments, the thank yous,

         16  the echo. The only thing that bothered me slightly

         17  was how many times people said the Mayor, the

         18  Speaker and Annabel Palma. You know, I think that

         19  some of the people running for Citywide office,

         20  David, should be concerned, okay?

         21                 Having said that, having said that

         22  I'd like to be on record in terms of the issue of

         23  the vote today. Three-family issue still remains.

         24  The three-family issue still remains, and I am still

         25  very concerned about it. At present there is no
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          2  answer to that, and it's not being addressed in the

          3  bill, but I'm very pleased that the Speaker, as well

          4  as the Chair of the Committee and the Administration

          5  has made certain commitments regarding three-family

          6  homeowners. That is that to ensure that three-unit

          7  homes will benefit from affordable housing in the

          8  appropriate zones, they will work to revive an

          9  approved 421-B program, which my colleague,

         10  Councilman Vacca, does not like, which I do like.

         11  And I hope that that will be reenacted to be able to

         12  further benefit people, three-family homes to four

         13  housing throughout the City.

         14                 And even with these commitments I

         15  remain concerned that the carriage may be leading

         16  the horse on the three-family issue.

         17                 With that said, on so many issues

         18  that we've had, I would never want to leave this

         19  issue in the hands of Albany, which many people have

         20  said is dysfunctional. So, I certainly would prefer

         21  doing something here than leaving it entirely up to

         22  them.

         23                 Having said that, I vote yes on all.

         24                 But I do want to make one point in

         25  the last 15 seconds. The greatest discussions we've
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          2  had in the City Council regarded real estate tax

          3  increase, waste and now tax abatement, and yet on a

          4  vote or some of the hearings that Council Member

          5  Arroyo, Council Member Koppell and Council Member

          6  Gonzalez have had on important issues regarding

          7  health and poverty in the City, I've never seen it.

          8  No one from the press shows up to those hearings.

          9  So, I look forward to really having so much

         10  discussion about the things that really matter to

         11  the people in this City for the coming year.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: May I be

         14  briefly excused to explain my vote, Madam Public

         15  Advocate?

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Tough act to

         18  follow, Simcha.

         19                 You know, sometimes we are called

         20  upon to cast a vote that is not necessarily in the

         21  immediate benefit to your district but is in the

         22  greater good of the City of New York, and yesterday

         23  morning I walked into Housing and Buildings in such

         24  a position. This bill promotes tax abatements in my

         25  community for four-, five-, and six-family
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          2  non-affordable housing, without providing an

          3  affordable housing benefit. And I recognize the

          4  incredible importance of providing affordable

          5  housing in the City of New York, and I did go in

          6  yesterday and cast that vote.

          7                 Today I'm not in that position and

          8  that is because the Mayor's Office and City Planning

          9  have agreed to provide a rezoning in Community Board

         10  18 in my district that would prevent the continued

         11  over-development of those kind of units in my

         12  community. And, so, I'm not in that position and I

         13  am very, very grateful for that, and that is the

         14  largest commitment for a rezoning geographically, I

         15  am told, in the history of Brooklyn. So, I'm very,

         16  very pleased by that.

         17                 So, I want to say my thank yous and I

         18  want to say them in the appropriate order. I want to

         19  say thank you to Ramon Martinez, and then I want to

         20  thank the Speaker and her office. I want to thank

         21  City Planning and Deputy Mayor Doctoroff, City

         22  Planning Commissioner Amanda Burden, on behalf of

         23  the people and constituents that live in Community

         24  Board 18, who have been over-developed to the kazoo.

         25                 So, with that, I am very, very
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          2  pleased today to vote aye on all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Foster.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Aye on all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gallagher.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: Madam

          7  Public Advocate, may I be temporarily excused to

          8  explain my vote?

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER GALLAGHER: I will be

         11  voting aye on all coupled orders before us today.

         12  And on a personal note I would like to wish my

         13  colleague Yvette Clarke all the success in

         14  Washington and on more of a personal note, I want to

         15  let my colleague Andy Lanza know that my thoughts

         16  and prayers are with him and his family at this very

         17  difficult time for him.

         18                 I'd also like to say a special thank

         19  you to the people of Staten Island. They recognize

         20  in Andy the talents that he has and elevated into

         21  the position in the State Senate, and our loss is

         22  the State Senate's gain.

         23                 Andrew really is a principled man.

         24  Honest and just a good guy who knows when to debate

         25  an issue but knows when to come up and to try and
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          2  negotiate for reasonableness.

          3                 The people in Albany and the people

          4  across this State have called for change in Albany

          5  and I am certainly confident that my colleague and

          6  my friend Andrew Lanza will be part of that change

          7  up in Albany this legislative session and for years

          8  to come.

          9                 So, thank you, Madam Public Advocate,

         10  for allowing me to explain my vote and to pay

         11  tribute to good colleagues and friends.

         12                 Thank you.

         13                 COUNCIL CLERK: Garodnick.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER GARODNICK: Aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gennaro.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENNARO: Yes.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gentile.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER GENTILE: Aye on all.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gioia.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER GIOIA: Yes.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Gonzalez.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER GONZALEZ: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: Jackson.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER JACKSON: Aye on all.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: A moment to

          3  explain my vote, Madam Public Advocate?

          4                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: I'd be remiss if

          6  I didn't take a moment to congratulate Councilwoman

          7  Clarke. I feel like, you know, we started our career

          8  together on 320 Sterling and we turned it down back

          9  then. We took a lot of heat for that, and five years

         10  later we have a great project, I believe, with 113

         11  units of affordable housing. Now it's the last

         12  project that she is doing as a New York City

         13  Councilwoman, so I just want to thank her for her

         14  relentless work on that, and congratulate her on her

         15  upcoming career and also to say a note to Councilman

         16  Lanza, who is a member of the Land Use Committee,

         17  our hearts and our wishes go out to him as well. We

         18  congratulate him and look forward to his work up in

         19  Albany. I vote aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Koppell.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER KOPPELL: Aye on all.

         22                 COUNCIL CLERK: Lappin.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER LAPPIN: Aye on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Liu.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER LIU: Yes.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mark-Viverito.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARK-VIVERITO: Aye on

          4  all.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Martinez.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER MARTINEZ: Madam Public

          7  Advocate, I just want to wish everyone a felice

          8  navidad, and I vote aye on all.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: McMahon.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER McMAHON: Aye on all.

         11                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mealy.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER MEALY: No on Intro

         13  486-A and aye on all.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Mendez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: I vote no on

         16  Intro 486-A, Preconsidered Reso 652, and aye on all

         17  other matters.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Monserrate.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: Madam

         20  Chair, a moment to explain my vote?

         21                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER MONSERRATE: I was

         23  remiss in recognizing the hard work that the Chair

         24  of the Housing Committee, Erik Dilan, who spent

         25  countless hours on the floor navigating this issue
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          2  and his staff, his personal staff has worked also.

          3  And I think all of us, no one here failed to realize

          4  the hard work of the Speaker and the staff that

          5  spent countless hours. There were two points that I

          6  was not able to make due to the time constraints, on

          7  part of my reasonings on voting no in particular,

          8  and how the bill didn't go far enough to support the

          9  Borough of Queens. Queens loses twice, once because

         10  we're not in the exclusion zone, and secondly,

         11  because we're not eligible for the 400 million

         12  affordable housing fund, which I think should have

         13  been a lot larger.

         14                 Secondly, I also want to send this

         15  statement out to the Administration, when we deal

         16  with the term affordability and the determinations,

         17  there were charts that were used during the hearings

         18  that talked about 80,000 and $100,000 as being

         19  middle income for our City, and that is a great

         20  concern since the average DC 37 workers are only

         21  making in the low 30s. So, even two of them would be

         22  even short by the parameters set forth at the

         23  hearings.

         24                 Nonetheless, I will be voting no on

         25  Intro 486-A and no on Reso 652, and I thank all our
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          2  colleagues for our collective work on this and I

          3  wish everyone a very happy holidays. Aye on the

          4  rest.

          5                 COUNCIL CLERK: Nelson.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER NELSON: Aye.

          7                 COUNCIL CLERK: Palma.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Permission to

          9  explain my vote?

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER PALMA: Thank you.

         12                 I want to take this opportunity to

         13  thank the Speaker and her staff, the Administration,

         14  for all the great work that they did around the

         15  discussion, around this bill, and for indulging us

         16  in the continuous discussions that we had around

         17  this bill.

         18                 When I talk about "we," I talk about

         19  the folks, the members, my colleagues who signed

         20  onto the bill, and stood by me. I have to tell you

         21  that this has been one of the proudest moments for

         22  me in this Council, was to have the support of my

         23  colleagues during this journey on 421-A.

         24                 I will feel remiss if I don't mention

         25  John Kess (phonetic) and Bertha Lewis (phonetic),
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          2  Judy Miles and Brad Landers (phonetic), who were

          3  there for me on countless, countless hours

          4  throughout the night making sure I had guidance and

          5  all my questions were answered, and they were there

          6  for support.

          7                 I think we need to take this piece of

          8  legislation and look at the significant improvements

          9  that we were able to get from this. And, yes, I

         10  agree that we didn't get everything we wanted, but

         11  we got a significant amount of things for the people

         12  of New York and for low-income and working families

         13  in the City. And, so, to my colleagues, I think this

         14  is just the beginning of the discussion on 421-A. We

         15  have much, much more work to be done and we can only

         16  do it if we continue to engage in these kinds of

         17  debates. Thank you. And I vote aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Recchia.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER RECCHIA: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sanders.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: Madam Public

         22  Advocate, permission to explain my vote?

         23                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER SANDERS: I, of course,

         25  want to quickly congratulate my new representative
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          2  elect, I guess Clarke, and my new Senator-elect

          3  Lanza and which them well in their journey to serve

          4  the people of New York City, and indeed the nation.

          5                 This vote on 421-A is a new

          6  beginning. This is not a perfect vote, but it's a

          7  new beginning. This is a vote where we have to look

          8  at what's going on with our tax incentives and see

          9  how we can ensure that the people of New York truly

         10  benefit. We need to look not only at 421-A but of

         11  course 421-B, and J-51 and all of the other tax

         12  incentives given to businesses.

         13                 If we merely stop today with this

         14  one, then it would be a failure on the part of the

         15  City Council. We must push forward to ensure that a

         16  dollar going out of the people's money brings back

         17  at least a dollar's worth of services to the people

         18  of New York.

         19                 I want to, of course, congratulate

         20  everyone who has taken part in this great struggle,

         21  the Mayor, the Speaker, the progressives outside of

         22  the City Council, and inside, and all Council

         23  members.

         24                 I vote yes and look forward to the

         25  battles ahead to serve the people of New York. I
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          2  vote yes to all.

          3                 COUNCIL CLERK: Seabrook.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEABROOK: Yes, Madam

          5  President, just to explain my vote? I certainly want

          6  to vote aye on all, but I would hope that all of my

          7  colleagues would listen to just an ounce of wisdom

          8  from one of our profound philosophers in this

          9  Council, Maria Baez, who has indicated that we all

         10  should take some time out for ourselves and our

         11  families in this period, and that we should spend

         12  that time as much as we spend doing all of the work

         13  in Council business, we should actually spend that

         14  time dealing with our families so we can have an

         15  opportunity to appreciate them.

         16                 So, I know I am getting old, as you

         17  realize that, but we need to do that. And I vote

         18  aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK: Sears.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER SEARS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK: Stewart.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: Madam Public

         23  Advocate, may I be excused to explain my vote?

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: So ordered.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: First, I
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          2  would like to thank the Speaker, and especially

          3  Ramon Martinez and the Chair of the Housing

          4  Committee, Erik Dilan, for basically bringing

          5  clarity to the different 421-A bills that came

          6  before us.

          7                 Secondly, I would want to also have

          8  us consider the 421-B that we might be contemplating

          9  in the future. We should at least look at the

         10  existing one- to three-family homes and see how we

         11  can at least bring some sort of a tax reduction to

         12  those families.

         13                 I also want to wish my good friend

         14  and sister Yvette D. Clarke all the best as she

         15  moves to Washington, D.C., and I hope that with her

         16  talent and her skills, she will be representing us

         17  well.

         18                 Also, holiday greetings to all my

         19  colleagues here. I know that you're going to be

         20  eating a lot but come back in January looking lean

         21  and mean because we have a lot of work to do.

         22                 Having said all of that, I vote aye

         23  on all.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vacca.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER VACCA: Aye on all.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vallone.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER VALLONE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK: Vann.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER VANN: Aye.

          6                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye on all.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Yassky.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER YASSKY: Aye on all.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Yes.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA:  Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Speaker Quinn.

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Aye on all.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: All items on

         17  today's General Order Calendar are adopted by a vote

         18  of 49 in the affirmative, zero negative, zero

         19  abstentions, with the exception of Intro. 486-A,

         20  which is adopted by a vote of 44 in the affirmative,

         21  five negative and six abstentions -- I'm sorry, zero

         22  abstentions. Excuse me. And preconsidered Reso 652,

         23  which is adopted by a vote of 45 in the affirmative,

         24  four in the negative and zero abstentions.

         25                 Revised Land Use Call-Ups were
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          2  adopted by a vote of 49 in the affirmative and zero

          3  negative.

          4                 Introduction and Reading of Bills.

          5                 SPEAKER QUINN: All bills are referred

          6  to the committee as indicated. I just want to make

          7  sure folks note on the schedule that the Charter

          8  Meeting is scheduled for January 3rd, starts, as the

          9  Charter requires, at noon that day, not 1:00. So, if

         10  folks could just make sure their calendar notes

         11  that.

         12                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Discussion

         13  of Resolutions. There are no resolutions. Sorry,

         14  where is it?

         15                 SPEAKER QUINN: Madam Public Advocate,

         16  I just want to remind folks, after we conclude the

         17  meeting the reception will be in the Committee Room.

         18  Thank you.

         19                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: General

         20  Discussion.

         21                 General Discussion we have Council

         22  Member Felder. No? I thought that's what he wanted.

         23  I gotcha. I guess Council Member Felder is at the

         24  reception.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER FELDER: I pass.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: You pass.

          3                 Council Member Fidler.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Thank God I

          5  don't have to follow Council Member Felder again.

          6                 In my zest to thank people for the

          7  rezoning, I didn't get a chance to thank Chairperson

          8  Dilan at Housing and Buildings. He has handled three

          9  enormous issues over the last three Council

         10  meetings, and he's done it with a great deal of

         11  grace, dignity and fairness and patience, and we get

         12  a little parochial and prideful about our Brooklyn

         13  folks, and I think Eric has not only repped Brooklyn

         14  terrifically, but all of us at the City Council.

         15                 And the other thing I just want to

         16  say in this holiday season, you know we have to also

         17  be mindful of those of us who are less fortunate,

         18  and I just want to point out to everyone, and I'm

         19  sure you're going to hear this a lot over the next

         20  few years, please keep in your prayers the 30,000

         21  children who sleep on the streets of this City every

         22  night without a shelter bed. Please pray for them,

         23  and let's do something for them next year.

         24                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         25  Member Clarke.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: Thank you,

          3  Madam Public Advocate. I wanted to take this

          4  opportunity to thank some very important folks, and

          5  everyone has been important, as I stated earlier, in

          6  sort of shaping my career, I wanted to thank my

          7  current staff members, Anita Taylor, Nancy Ramos,

          8  Mary Bishop, Kristia Brownball and Onika Cox for

          9  their commitment to the people of the 40th Council

         10  District. I'd like to thank all of my former

         11  staffers for really helping our office to grow and

         12  me to grow by extension.

         13                 I want to thank the honorable Dr. Una

         14  S. D. Clarke, my mother, who is in the House. I want

         15  to thank my brother, Leslie L. Clarke, Jr., and my

         16  father, Leslie L. Clarke, Sr., both of whom are in

         17  the House.

         18                 I'd like to thank Speaker Quinn, and

         19  the Speaker's Office, the Central Staff, the

         20  Sergeant-At-Arms, and most of all, the people of the

         21  40th Council District for having me represent them

         22  these past five years in the New York City Council.

         23                 My commitment and dedication to that

         24  constituency is just a debt that I feel that I owe

         25  for a community that has shaped me and helped me to
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          2  become who I have become, and I hope to take that,

          3  and I know I'll take that same sentiment with me to

          4  represent the people of the 11th Congressional

          5  District.

          6                 Madam Public Advocate, thank you for

          7  all of your support, your counsel. You have been an

          8  extended family, Aunt Betsy, and I'll never forget

          9  that.

         10                 Thank you, everyone, once again, for

         11  all of your encouragement, your support and your

         12  well wishes.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         14  Member Brewer.

         15                 Thank you very much, Yvette Clarke.

         16  We're going to miss you.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER BREWER: Thank you very

         18  much. I just also want to say hello to Una Clarke

         19  and to Yvette's father and brother and to say that

         20  as somebody who helped Una Clarke get elected for

         21  her City Council, it gives me particular pleasure to

         22  see such a tradition in the Clarke family, because

         23  it's a very, very high bar to follow. Thank you very

         24  much. And good luck to Andy Lanza also.

         25                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council
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          2  Member Comrie.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: Thank you,

          4  Madam Public Advocate.

          5                 I want to congratulate two of our

          6  classiest members of our Council, Council Member

          7  Andrew Lanza, who I will miss terribly because he

          8  was truly a person that while he didn't always talk

          9  in the meetings, you could always depend on what he

         10  had to say, and you could always depend on his words

         11  and his demeanor, and he acted like a true gentleman

         12  in this body.

         13                 I also want to thank Council Member

         14  Clarke who is a true lady in this Council and who

         15  always spoke her mind with passion and dignity about

         16  the issues that concerned hear and our entire body.

         17                 My colleagues, I did want to also use

         18  this opportunity extend my holiday wishes to all of

         19  you and remind you that while this is the time of

         20  year for remembrance and contemplation about the

         21  past, we must look forward to the future.

         22                 Last Saturday I was extremely proud,

         23  I joined many of you in a march for justice for a

         24  young man named Sean Bell, who was senselessly taken

         25  from us last month. I want to express how proud I
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          2  was to march with so many of our colleagues down

          3  Fifth Avenue, and I want to commend Speaker Quinn

          4  who wanted to be there, save for a family

          5  obligation, which I told her family is more

          6  important than anything else, when your family tells

          7  you you've got to be there, you've got to be there,

          8  especially in our lives where our family sacrifices

          9  so much for us.

         10                 So, often the issues of race divide

         11  the City and this nation. It's an issue that our

         12  society continues to grapple with, and last

         13  Saturday, as I marched with so many colleagues down

         14  Fifth Avenue, I was truly proud to be a member of

         15  the New York City Council.

         16                 I want to use this opportunity to

         17  remind you that unfortunately 20 years ago this City

         18  endured another -- 20 years ago this day, this City

         19  endured another dark time in its history. In the

         20  community of Howard Beach, another young man

         21  needlessly lost his life, his name was Michael

         22  Griffith. Twenty years ago we saw the City nearly

         23  torn apart over that incident. Today I can honestly

         24  say that because we enjoy greater diversity, our

         25  City is a far better community than it was in 1986.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          3  Member, time.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I'm sorry.

          5                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Okay, go

          6  ahead.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER COMRIE: I didn't hear

          8  the bell. Things aren't perfect, and we have

          9  certainly a long way to go before they are, but with

         10  the diversity of this City Council and the

         11  leadership of this body is truly helping to make a

         12  difference at this time. And with that, I just want

         13  to thank you all, God bless you all, and I look

         14  forward to working with you in the new year. Thank

         15  you.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Dilan.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER DILAN: Thank you very

         19  much, Madam Public Advocate.

         20                 I, too, just want to briefly

         21  congratulate Congresswoman-elect Yvette Clarke and

         22  Senator-elect Andy Lanza. I think Andy and Yvette

         23  are two of the most upstanding legislators that I

         24  have met during my time here at City Hall. And the

         25  symbolism that I find in this is that both of them
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          2  will be going to leave this State and leave this

          3  nation at a time when this City is recovering.

          4                 You know, yesterday the first beam

          5  was erected at the Ground Zero site, and when Andy

          6  and Yvette came into this body, they came into a

          7  City that was in total devastation. So, I am proud

          8  at least that the beam was put in symbolically

          9  before they left, so when they go on to their new

         10  responsibilities in Albany, which has a significant

         11  role in Home Land Security funding for the State,

         12  and in Washington, where I hear Council Member

         13  Clarke will serve on the Homeland Security as a

         14  member of Congress, that they both will be playing a

         15  leadership role on behalf of this City in Washington

         16  and Albany respectively.

         17                 Yvette, you know, you and I both came

         18  in as the children of former Council members, and

         19  that's a common bond that we have shared. And I know

         20  Ms. Clarke is here, I don't want you to get upset

         21  with me, but this is one thing you don't have over

         22  your daughter that she has over you, and that she's

         23  a Congressperson, and I want to congratulate her.

         24                 And Yvette, I'm going to get in

         25  trouble for this, but when your momma comes into
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          2  your Congressional office, you've got to tell her

          3  this was never her office before that, it's solely

          4  yours. You know, with the Council office, I deferred

          5  to my pop the first couple of years, I know Yvette

          6  had to do the same, but momma, you can't claim this

          7  one. I know you paved the way. I know you paved the

          8  way, but you can't claim this one. So, I just want

          9  to say congratulations.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         11  Member DeBlasio.

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER DeBLASIO: I am

         13  impressed by the bravery of Erik Dilan. I would urge

         14  the Sergeant-At-Arms to provide security for him for

         15  the remainder of the day.

         16                 I had the honor over the summer and

         17  the fall of working very closely with Una Clarke on

         18  a noble endeavor, and I can say, I just want to

         19  compliment her and not run afoul of her in any way.

         20                 But, look, first of all, regarding

         21  what Leroy said, I do think the march Saturday was a

         22  tremendous, tremendous coming together of New

         23  Yorkers of all backgrounds. I had the honor of being

         24  there, and I think the story is that everyone worked

         25  together and it came off beautifully, and I
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          2  sometimes think people should stop to reflect on

          3  that more, particularly because it was a result of

          4  such a painful moment in the City's history. So, we

          5  should be proud of that.

          6                 But I also want to talk about our

          7  colleagues that we're losing. Andy Lanza has been an

          8  incredible colleague to us all and a voice of

          9  reason, despite whatever unfortunate partisan

         10  affiliation he's a great human being, but I want to

         11  say about my dear, dear friend Yvette Clarke, I have

         12  an honor a few people have. I live in the 11th

         13  Congressional District, and we are very, very lucky

         14  to have Yvette as our new Congresswoman for many

         15  years to come and I had the honor of working so

         16  closely with her over these five years and I can

         17  just say to everyone that we know we never had a

         18  more decent and straight forward and loyal colleague

         19  who really cared about public service for the right

         20  reasons, and I think people in Washington are going

         21  to see that real quickly and she's going to be a

         22  leader there because of those qualities, as well,

         23  and it was a long road getting there. And I know

         24  Yvette would agree it was a long road. There were

         25  some ups, there were some downs. I had the honor of
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          2  working with her through this year in particular,

          3  and she handled everything with her typical grace

          4  and integrity and I think that's why she's going to

          5  the United States Congress, so we're really, really

          6  going to miss her in this body. Our loss is the

          7  Congress's gain.

          8                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

          9  Member Dickenson. Yes?

         10                 Council Member Mendez.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: Excuse me.

         12  Excuse me. It's Council Member Dickens.

         13                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: I'm sorry. I

         14  know your name. Did I get it wrong? Sorry.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: I want to

         16  take this time very quickly to commend my friend and

         17  my colleague Council Member Yvette Clarke, and

         18  Council Member Lanza for going, leaving, I don't

         19  know if they're ascending or not, because they're

         20  leaving this body, but I want to thank particularly

         21  Council Member Yvette Clarke for the help and

         22  assistance she gave to me my very, very first year,

         23  to help me to understand this maze that I was

         24  elected to represent my beloved district in Harlem

         25  and the Upper West Side. So, I want to publicly
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          2  acknowledge Yvette and to say thank you so much, and

          3  to thank my Speaker and all the members of this

          4  body, all my colleagues, for all the hard work and

          5  the difficult times we went through in trying to

          6  come to a reasonable conclusion to the passing of

          7  this bill for 421-A. And I want to wish everyone

          8  here a very happy, healthy, peaceful, peaceful new

          9  year.

         10                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Thank you.

         11  Council Member, if I called you Dinkins, you'll

         12  forgive that slip.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER DICKENS: It was

         14  Dickenson you said, and I forgive you this time, but

         15  2007, there will be no forgiveness.

         16                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         17  Member Mendez.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER MENDEZ: Thank you,

         19  Madam Public Advocate, I want to say a couple of

         20  farewells.

         21                 First to one of our Sergeant-Of-Arms,

         22  Carmine Filacomo. Carmine is retiring and we will

         23  miss you dearly. And this standing ovation is a

         24  tribute to you and all the Sergeants-Of-Arms because

         25  you are always here to help us. And you will be
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          2  sorely missed. But you deserve this next phase in

          3  your life. Play lots of golf.

          4                 I also want to say that my thoughts

          5  and prayers are with Senator-elect Lanza. During the

          6  short time we've been here I've had some discussions

          7  with him, and I hope everything goes well for him in

          8  the new year.

          9                 Next, my Congresswoman-elect and the

         10  woman who has sat next to me for this past year.

         11  Other Council members have said this, how helpful

         12  she was to them when they first got into the

         13  Council, thank you for your guidance, your support,

         14  not just when you've been sitting next to me but in

         15  all the Committee meetings.

         16                 I have to say this, as a young woman

         17  growing up, because I'm a product of Brooklyn, I was

         18  born and bred in Brooklyn, and growing up there was

         19  a very important woman who used to be on TV who

         20  really impacted me, Shirley Chism, and in her

         21  footsteps you follow. You've got big shoes and I

         22  know you will fill them, and I'm looking proudly til

         23  you work there in the Congress, my friend.

         24                 Lastly, just as we move forward to

         25  this holiday season, just remember to embrace and
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          2  appreciate your family, the family of Sean Bell will

          3  have a bittersweet holiday season. Our prayers and

          4  thoughts are with his family, and to everyone, happy

          5  Hanukkah, happy Kwanza, happy holidays, Merry

          6  Christmas, and a happy three kings, which we will

          7  talk about at the Charter, because that comes on

          8  January 6. Thank you very much.

          9                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Council

         10  Member Stewart.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER STEWART: I hope I'm

         12  the last speaker tonight. The last time I examined

         13  the Congresswoman-elect's feet, they were not that

         14  large, however, I know that Shirley Chism's, she was

         15  not that large either, so I know she will be able to

         16  fill those shoes based on the fact that she has been

         17  so great with our adjoining districts, because we

         18  never had boundaries, we never had any difference in

         19  terms of how we tried to accomplish and bringing

         20  back the resources to our district.

         21                 So, Yvette, I want to wish you all

         22  the best, as you move to Washington, and I know we

         23  will still be communicating the same way we are

         24  communicating in the City in the City Council. Thank

         25  you.
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          2                 PUBLIC ADVOCATE GOTBAUM: Seeing

          3  nobody else, thank you, Council member.

          4                 Okay, the last meeting of this 2006

          5  is now over.

          6                 (The following Proclamations were

          7  read into the record.)

          8

          9  PROCLAMATION OF CONGRESSWOMAN-ELECT YVETTE D. CLARKE

         10

         11                 WHEREAS:  The Council of the City of

         12  New York is proud to honor Council Member Yvette D.

         13  Clarke, representative of the 40th Council District

         14  in Brooklyn, and to acknowledge her great

         15  accomplishments in government and her contributions

         16  to New York City; and

         17                 WHEREAS:  Since being elected to the

         18  Council in 2001, Council Member Clarke has

         19  contributed to the well-being of New Yorkers as

         20  Chair of the Committee on Contracts and the

         21  Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice Services, in

         22  addition to her service on the Education, Health,

         23  Land Use, Economic Development, Planning,

         24  Dispositions and Concessions and Rules, Privileges

         25  and Elections Committees; and
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          2                 WHEREAS:  Council Member Clarke has a

          3  distinguished record as a legislator and was the

          4  lead sponsor of numerous laws, including those

          5  regarding energy-efficient appliances, endangered

          6  species, and assistance to people discharged from

          7  the City's jails; and

          8                 WHEREAS:  In her four years as Chair

          9  of the Committee on Fire and Criminal Justice

         10  Services, Council Member Clarke led successful

         11  efforts to provide funding for and increase

         12  diversity in the Fire Department; support the

         13  Department of Correction in discharge planning for

         14  jail inmates; improve legal representation of adults

         15  in Family Court; and revise the City's outdated Fire

         16  Code; and

         17                 WHEREAS:  As Chair of the Committee

         18  on Contracts in 2006, Council Member Clarke ensured

         19  the proper implementation of the Minority and Women-

         20  Owned Business Enterprise Law and passed legislation

         21  to help socially and economically disadvantaged

         22  business owners; and

         23                 WHEREAS:  As Co-Chair of the Women's

         24  Caucus of the New York City Council, Council Member

         25  Clarke was a key player in the passage of
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          2  legislation increasing the number of women's

          3  bathrooms City- wide, garnering worldwide attention.

          4    With the time saved by no longer having to wait

          5  for the bathroom, Council Member Clarke will now be

          6  able to spend more time coordinating her chic

          7  outfits and choosing her hat, shoes and new

          8  hairstyle every morning; and

          9                 WHEREAS: In a landslide November 2006

         10  vote, Council Member Clarke was elected to the 11th

         11  Congressional District in the House of

         12  Representatives; and

         13                 WHEREAS: In her first act in the new,

         14  solidly Democrat Congress, Council Member Clarke is

         15  expected to introduce legislation outlawing watches

         16  so that she will never be considered late again; and

         17                 WHEREAS: It is with great pride that

         18  we honor Yvette Clarke for her years of excellence

         19  and service to New York City; now, therefore

         20                 BE IT KNOWN:  That the Council of the

         21  City of New York most gratefully honors

         22  CONGRESSWOMAN- ELECT YVETTE D. CLARKE for her

         23  outstanding service to the City and the community.

         24                 Signed this 20th day of December in

         25  the year Two Thousand and Six.
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          2                 CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker for the

          3  Entire Council

          4

          5  PROCLAMATION OF FATHER GUY SANSARICQ

          6

          7

          8                 WHEREAS: The Council of the City of

          9  New York is pleased and proud to join family,

         10  friends and distinguished members of the community

         11  in honoring the Reverend Guy Sansaricq for his

         12  outstanding service to the community; and

         13                 WHEREAS:  We turn to our spiritual

         14  leaders for encouragement, strength and guidance,

         15  for the moral foundation upon which to restore our

         16  spirit and renew our faith; their words are a balm

         17  that helps heal us, and their good works are an

         18  endless source of inspiration and joy: And

         19                 WHEREAS:  Born into a devout Catholic

         20  family in 1934, Father Guy first heard his calling

         21  to the priesthood at the age of 13.  After five

         22  years at the minor Seminary in his native diocese in

         23  Haiti, he received a full scholarship to the

         24  Pontifical University of St. Paul in Ottawa, Canada,

         25  where he earned a degree in Philosophy and Theology;

                                                            104

          1  STATED COUNCIL MEETING

          2  and

          3                 WHEREAS: Ordained in 1960, Father Guy

          4  was first assigned as an assistant priest to the

          5  Cathedral of Les Cayes in Haiti.  The following year

          6  he was assigned to Nassau in the Bahamas as the

          7  chaplain to the Haitian immigrants in that region.

          8  He held that position for seven years, ministering

          9  to both Bahamian and Haitian immigrants, and

         10  developing his skills as an advocate for the

         11  immigrant community; and

         12                 WHEREAS:  In 1968, Father Guy

         13  attended Gregorian University in Rome on a

         14  scholarship, where he earned a degree in Social

         15  Studies; and

         16                 WHEREAS:  In 1971, Father Guy was

         17  assigned to the Diocese of Brooklyn, where he served

         18  the Parish of Sacred Heart in Cambria Heights for

         19  twenty-two years.  He later joined St. Jerome Church

         20  in Flatbush, where he has served as Pastor since

         21  August 1993; and

         22                 WHEREAS: Father Guy's outreach to the

         23  Haitian community has been truly exceptional.  In

         24  addition to serving as a liaison between Haitians

         25  and the Catholic Church, he has served as Director
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          2  of the National Center of the Haitian Apostolate;

          3  run a Creole Pastoral Institute; and organized an

          4  annual Haitian Catholic Youth Conference and a

          5  Convention of the Haitian Apostolate.  He is also

          6  the co-founder of Haitian Americans United for

          7  Progress and is a Board Member of the National

          8  Coalition of Haitian Refugees; and

          9                 WHEREAS: In 1999, the late Pope John

         10  Paul II bestowed upon Bishop Guy the special title

         11  of Honorary Prelate of the Holy See.  In August

         12  2006, he was ordained Auxiliary Bishop of Brooklyn;

         13  and

         14                 WHEREAS: Today, we honor Bishop Guy

         15  Sansaricq, an individual who has distinguished

         16  himself in service to the community; he has enriched

         17  us with his presence and achievements and is truly a

         18  great friend of the City; now, therefore

         19                 BE IT KNOWN: That the Council of the

         20  City of New York most gratefully honors BISHOP GUY

         21  SANSARICQ.

         22                 Signed this 20th day of December in

         23  the year Two Thousand and Six.

         24            CHRISTINE C. QUINN, Speaker For the Entire

         25  Council
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          2            YVETTE D. CLARKE, Council Member, 40th

          3  District, Brooklyn.

          4                 (Hearing concluded at 3:00 p.m.)
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          1

          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter, do hereby certify that the

         11  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         12  within proceeding.

         13                 I further certify that I am not

         14  related to any of the parties to this action by

         15  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         16  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         17                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         18  set my hand this 20th day of December 2006.
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                                   ---------------------

         24                          CINDY MILLELOT, CSR.
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          2             C E R T I F I C A T I O N

          3
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          8

          9            I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified Shorthand

         10  Reporter and a Notary Public in and for the State of

         11  New York, do hereby certify the aforesaid to be a

         12  true and accurate copy of the transcription of the

         13  audio tapes of this hearing.
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