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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: We are sorry for

          3  the delay, but as you know, we had some special

          4  events that took place that had priority of this

          5  Committee's meeting.

          6                 Today we have two appointments to the

          7  New York City Planning Commission to consider.

          8  Pursuant to Section 192 of Chapter 8 of the New York

          9  City Charter, the City Planning Commission shall

         10  consist of the Chair and 12 other members.

         11                 The Mayor appoints the chair and six

         12  other members, the Public Advocate appoints one

         13  member, the five Borough Presidents each appoint one

         14  member. All of the members, except for the chair,

         15  are subject to the advice and consent of the City

         16  Council and no member shall hold any other City

         17  office.

         18                 Members other than the chair are

         19  appointed for a five-year term, except the initial

         20  appointments are for staggered terms.

         21                 As stated in 192-D of Chapter 8 of

         22  the New York City Charter, the City Planning

         23  Commissioner shall be responsible for the conduct of

         24  planning relating to the orderly growth and

         25  improvement and future development of the City,
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          2  including adequate and appropriate resources for

          3  housing, business, industry, transportation,

          4  distribution, recreation, comfort, convenience,

          5  health and welfare of its population.

          6                 Further, the Commission in Section

          7  192-E is given the duty of overseeing the

          8  implementation of laws that require environmental

          9  review of actions taken by the City.

         10                 The Commission is also mandated to

         11  file with the Mayor, the Council, the Public

         12  Advocate and the Borough Presidents every four years

         13  the zoning and planning report. The salary of the

         14  chair is $150,500, the salary of the Vice Chair is

         15  $51,900 and members salaries are $45,131.

         16                 The nominees for the appointment

         17  today are Kenneth Knuckles, who is the appointment

         18  of the Bronx Borough President for a term beginning

         19  July 1, 2000, and which will expire on June 30th,

         20  2005. Mr. Knuckles is a resident of the Bronx.

         21                 We have John Morello, who is the

         22  appointment of the Staten Island Borough President

         23  for the remainder of the term, which will expire on

         24  June 30th, 2001.

         25                 The resumes of the above individuals
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          2  are attached to this report for your information.

          3                 Good morning, Mr. Knuckles. Welcome

          4  to the City Council Rules Committee.

          5                 MR. KNUCKLES: Good morning, Mr.

          6  Chairman. Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: All right. Would

          8  you like to make a statement to the Committee, or

          9  just respond to questions?

         10                 MR. KNUCKLES: Well, just briefly, I

         11  am honored to be nominated, and sit before this

         12  panel. Public service has been a major part of my

         13  career and life and I am glad to have the

         14  opportunity to serve once again.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, just give

         16  us a couple of good reasons why you feel you could

         17  be an asset to the City Planning Commission.

         18                 MR. KNUCKLES: Well, I think by dint

         19  of my experience in government and my education,

         20  which is censored around building construction and

         21  Land Use, my prior service is the Deputy Borough

         22  President of the Bronx under Fernando Ferrer, all

         23  render me I think uniquely qualified to be of

         24  service on the City Planning Commission.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Have you ever
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          2  appeared before the Commission on any business

          3  matter?

          4                 MR. KNUCKLES: No, sir, I have not.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And you are aware

          6  that if you are appointed there are going to be

          7  restrictions upon you and associates of yours in any

          8  business enterprise from appearing before them?

          9                 MR. KNUCKLES: I am aware of that.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: I just read some

         11  of the responsibilities of the City Planning

         12  Commission, and I am certain that you, now having

         13  the experience, are completely aware of everything

         14  that has happened there, but you are aware that the

         15  Planning Commission pretty much prognosticates the

         16  future of New York City as far as zoning and

         17  building and development and all of that and it's a

         18  very important job?

         19                 MR. KNUCKLES: Yes, I am aware of

         20  that. The build environment is one of the most

         21  significant responsibilities of City government and

         22  I am aware that Land Use in all of its various

         23  dispositions can have a profound effect on the

         24  quality of life for the citizenry. And I approach

         25  this responsibility with a great deal of solemn
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          2  judgment and willingness to do the right thing.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Can you just tell

          4  us briefly the previous government service that you

          5  had and what your responsibilities were in the

          6  service?

          7                 MR. KNUCKLES: Well, my government

          8  service started in 1977 as an attorney, from 1977

          9  until 1981. In 1981 I was appointed to the City's

         10  Civil Service Commission as Counsel and Executive

         11  Secretary. I served in that capacity from '81 until

         12  '85. In 1985 I went to the Housing Preservation and

         13  Development Agency of the City of New York where I

         14  was an Assistant Commissioner. In 1987 I was

         15  appointed by Fernando Ferrer as the Deputy Borough

         16  President, where my focus was on Land Use and

         17  Housing issues, aside from being his Chief of Staff

         18  and representing him on the Board of Estimate.

         19                 And my service in government

         20  culminated with the appointments to the Commissioner

         21  of General Services, by the former Mayor David

         22  Dinkins, and I served in that capacity from March

         23  12th of 1990 until December 31 of 1993.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Have you done any

         25  government service from '93 up to the present time?
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          2                 MR. KNUCKLES: I served on Community

          3  Board 12 in the Bronx for approximately two years.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, are there

          5  any questions of the candidate?

          6                 Council Member Eisland.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Mine is not

          8  so much a question but actually a statement.

          9                 Mr. Knuckles is very modest in his

         10  description of his public service. I have had the

         11  privilege of knowing him I guess from his second job

         12  in public service and that was with HPD, and was

         13  very pleased when the Borough President to the Bronx

         14  appointed him as his Deputy Borough President.

         15                 He served with distinction in that

         16  job and served with distinction as a Commissioner,

         17  and what pleases me most is that he has agreed to

         18  come back to the public sector in the role that I

         19  would urge my colleagues to vote unanimously for in

         20  today.

         21                 He is a long-time resident not only

         22  of the Bronx but of my district. He does volunteer

         23  community service, including serving on the Board of

         24  Wave Hill, which is close and dear to my heart, and

         25  I want to say a premature, but not by more than a
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          2  few minutes, I hope, welcome to you once again in

          3  the public sector.

          4                 MR. KNUCKLES: Thank you.

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          6  Michels.

          7                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Thank you,

          8  Mr. Chairman.

          9                 I have also had an opportunity to

         10  work with Commissioner -- I refer to him as

         11  Commissioner Knuckles, because that is where I knew

         12  him from and that is where I worked with him the

         13  most, when he was with the Department of General

         14  Services, and my experience with him has been

         15  extraordinarily good. He was always available, he

         16  was always somebody you could talk to, he was

         17  knowledgeable, he was able to require about those

         18  things which he did not know, and his judgment is

         19  very, very good. I think he would be an

         20  extraordinarily good member of the City Planning

         21  Commissioner. I can't think of a more deserving

         22  candidate, and I am very happy for the Bronx that

         23  they have chosen him. I think it is a very good

         24  choice.

         25                 MR. KNUCKLES: Thank you.
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Hearing no other

          3  questions -- Council Member Wooten.

          4                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: I just want to

          5  briefly say welcome back to City services, Ken.

          6                 I have had an opportunity to work

          7  with you directly, I know your fairness, your

          8  effectiveness, and I also know that you know the

          9  City of New York, and that tells me that the

         10  position that you are going to be representing us

         11  again is a very important position, and I know that

         12  you will serve it in distinction and you will serve

         13  it while being fair, and that is more important to

         14  me than anything else, is being fair. And I just

         15  want to say to you I look forward to working a

         16  little short tenure with you again, and even being

         17  covered in the beyond years.

         18                 So, welcome.

         19                 MR. KNUCKLES: Thank you.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Do you want to

         21  ask a question?

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Thank you,

         23  Mr. Chairman.

         24                 I just wanted to also really express

         25  my regard for the nominee. The City is fortunate to
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          2  attract a person with this background and

          3  experience, talent, and demonstrate a commitment to

          4  not just the Bronx but all of New York City.

          5                 I just want to ask one question. You

          6  will still maintain your current position with the

          7  NYU --

          8                 MR. KNUCKLES: Columbia.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Columbia

         10  University?

         11                 MR. KNUCKLES: Yes, sir.

         12                 Columbia University in the City of

         13  New York.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: So this City

         15  Planning position is viewed as a part-time position;

         16  is that correct?

         17                 MR. KNUCKLES: They will have all of

         18  my time when I am here, Mr. Spigner. Yes, it is.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: But you will

         20  be able to give the time required?

         21                 MR. KNUCKLES: Yes, sir, I will.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Okay.

         23                 So, again, welcome back. It's been

         24  good working with you, and I look forward to

         25  continuing the relationship in the future.
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          2                 MR. KNUCKLES: Thank you.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You are excused.

          4                 We do have a representative of the

          5  Borough President's Office who would like to speak,

          6  I assume on behalf of the nomination. Frank

          7  Vernuccio.

          8                 MR. VERNUCCIO: Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          9                 On behalf of Bronx Borough President

         10  Fernando Ferrer, I am Frank Vernuccio. It is with

         11  great pride and confidence that Borough President

         12  Ferrer submitted the nomination of Kenneth Knuckles

         13  for the City Planning Commission.

         14                 You are aware, of course, that Ken

         15  was a superb Deputy Borough President for the Bronx,

         16  from 1987 through 1990. You are also probably

         17  familiar with the successful tenure as the

         18  Commissioner of the Department of General Services

         19  in 1990 to 1993.

         20                 In addition to his other

         21  accomplishments at DGS, he was responsible for

         22  administering a $650 million construction program

         23  that including upgrading and modernizing public

         24  buildings, renovating and expanding cultural

         25  institutions, and building new facilities, including
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          2  courts, correctional facilities, transitional

          3  housing, numerous other projects.

          4                 Ken has also served successfully as

          5  Assistant Commissioner for HPD and as an attorney

          6  for other agencies. His record outside of Citywide

          7  posts has been equally impressive. He has served as

          8  Vice President of the South Bronx Overall Economic

          9  Development Corporation, and currently holds the

         10  post of Vice President for Support Services at

         11  Columbia University.

         12                 On the topic of education, this

         13  nominee for City Planning Commissioner is uniquely

         14  well qualified. He holds degrees in both

         15  architecture and law.

         16                 The exceptional breath of training,

         17  experience, skill and achievement that Kenneth

         18  Knuckles offers renders him an ideal nominee, and

         19  Borough President Ferrer enthusiastically urges you

         20  to support his appointment.

         21                 Mr. Chair, those are the remarks of

         22  the Borough President, if I may be able to add just

         23  a very brief personal comment.

         24                 Those of us who worked under Mr.

         25  Knuckles while he was Deputy Borough President found
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          2  the experience inspirational, both in the enthusiasm

          3  and the expertise that he bought to that position,

          4  and that we are all very excited to see him back in

          5  City government.

          6                 Thank you.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you, and

          8  give our regards to the Borough President.

          9                 MR. VERNUCCIO: I will indeed.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You are both

         11  excused at this time.

         12                 I am sorry, Council Member Foster.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Mr. Chairman,

         14  I had planned to make my remarks during the vote,

         15  but in case Mr. Knuckles should leave before the

         16  vote, I simply want to say that in the 23 years I

         17  have been here I don't know about having a finer

         18  person or a more qualified individual for any

         19  position than we have in Ken Knuckles.

         20                 He is the epitome of that which this

         21  country was founded on. He is a gentleman. He is

         22  committed to his church, to his God, to his people,

         23  to all people, and it is my pleasure to say that I

         24  will vote for him, and he is one of the few men that

         25  you will meet in life that almost everyone will say
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          2  kind things about because they will be telling the

          3  truth. And I feel the City of New York is fortunate,

          4  and I don't believe the Borough President has ever

          5  done a finer thing than to nominate Ken Knuckles for

          6  this position.

          7                 I wish to vote for him and I wanted

          8  him to know before leaving that you honor us and

          9  honor the City of New York by giving your time and

         10  your service to the City because you are such a

         11  valuable man, and in spite of my leader, Archie

         12  Spigner, don't you ever leave Columbia for New York

         13  University.

         14                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

         15                 MR. KNUCKLES: Thank you.

         16                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you,

         17  Council Member Foster.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: I am a Queens

         19  College boy myself.

         20                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Thank you for

         21  appearing today. The full Council will vote on your

         22  nomination this afternoon.

         23                 MR. KNUCKLES: Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Good luck to you.

         25                 Our next candidate is John Morello
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          2  (phonetic).

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER FOSTER: Excuse me.

          4  Lucy Cruz called me and said please tell you that

          5  were she here she would vote for Ken Knuckles, and I

          6  am going to stand and tell you she is 100 percent

          7  for it. So, I am giving you the message, all right?

          8  Thank you.

          9                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Good morning, Mr.

         10  Morello. Just take a seat over there.

         11                 Would you like to make a statement

         12  with respect to your nomination?

         13                 MR. MORELLO:  I would just like to

         14  say I was very honored that the Borough President of

         15  Staten Island considered me as a replacement for the

         16  prior Commissioner Anthony Jacobi, I know he did a

         17  very good job, and I look forward to filling his

         18  shoes and doing just as good a job.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Can you tell the

         20  Committee a little bit about your background and

         21  your experience that would render you able to serve

         22  the City Planning Commission?

         23                 MR. MORELLO: I have 20 years

         24  experience in real estate in all facets, building,

         25  construction, in real estate brokerage. I currently

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            17

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2  have a real estate appraisal business, we do

          3  appraisals throughout the Staten Island, Brooklyn

          4  and Queens, and I have a good handle on how the

          5  zoning impacts individual properties as well as the

          6  surrounding areas.

          7                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Have you ever

          8  appeared, you or anyone in any of your firms ever

          9  appeared before the City Planning Commission for any

         10  purpose?

         11                 MR. MORELLO: I have not, no. I know

         12  back in the mid-1980s I was part of a real estate

         13  partnership that did some land subdivision, so I

         14  would have to assume that based on that, that

         15  partnership probably had to make application to City

         16  Planning for the subdivision.

         17                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And do you know,

         18  if you are appointed to this position, that you

         19  cannot appear directly or indirectly on behalf of

         20  any of your clients or your firm on any matters

         21  before the Commission?

         22                 MR. MORELLO: Yes, I am aware of that.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: You have been

         24  instructed with the City Charter provisions, okay.

         25                 Are you also aware how important the
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          2  City Planning Commission is in the future of New

          3  York City, it's development, its zoning? Right now

          4  there is a big issue involving the new zoning

          5  proposal for so-called both zoning; are you familiar

          6  with that?

          7                 MR. MORELLO: Somewhat, yes.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: And you are aware

          9  that Staten Island and for that matter other

         10  boroughs or depending upon the commissioners

         11  preparing New York City for the future, doing what

         12  has to be done in order to maintain our position as

         13  number one City in the United States and maybe the

         14  world?

         15                 MR. MORELLO: I am quite aware that

         16  New York City, the five boroughs, we always have

         17  unique and monumental situations. There isn't

         18  anything that takes place in the five boroughs that

         19  has ever considered anything of just a site issue or

         20  a small issue, everything is always large because it

         21  has an effect on so many diverse aspects and diverse

         22  people. So, yes, I do understand the importance of

         23  the future for zonings.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Have you ever

         25  held any positions in public service before?

             Legal-Ease Court Reporting Services, Inc. (800) 756-3410

                                                            19

          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 MR. MORELLO: No, I haven't been a

          3  public servant, although I was on the Community

          4  Board 3 in Staten Island --

          5                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: That's public

          6  service.

          7                 MR. MORELLO: Okay. I didn't know if I

          8  was a public servant, but you are right, I remember

          9  reading it. And I sat on their Land Use Committee.

         10                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Are there any

         11  questions of the candidate?

         12                 Council Member O'Donovan.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Thank you,

         14  Mr. Chairman.

         15                 Hello, Mr. Morello.

         16                 MR. MORELLO: Good morning.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: You know

         18  that Staten Island certainly has experienced a

         19  tremendous extraordinary growth over the last number

         20  of years, a growth whereby schools are overcrowded

         21  and the traffic is just incredible and we are

         22  playing catch-up with our infrastructure, and we

         23  need new parks and libraries and schools and new

         24  police precincts, and I had proposed, as well as my

         25  colleagues, Councilman Oddo and Fiala, on a number
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          2  of occasions, a number of proposals, and I would

          3  like to know your opinion on some of them.

          4                 One, for instance, was a master plan

          5  for the borough, that would at a minimum include an

          6  assessment of infrastructure needs, including

          7  schools and firehouses and parks and traffic

          8  protection of neighborhood identity. What is your

          9  opinion about a master study on infrastructure?

         10                 MR. MORELLO: For the infrastructure

         11  for the Borough of Staten Island?

         12                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Staten

         13  Island.

         14                 MR. MORELLO: I believe that it is

         15  something that we desperately need.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Yes.

         17                 MR. MORELLO: And I also see the same

         18  issues that you just brought up. We have roadways

         19  that can't accommodate the traffic flows. We don't

         20  have a proper train system or a subway system in

         21  Staten Island, so therefore most people are forced

         22  to either take a bus, which at many times also seems

         23  inadequate to many commuters, or get in their car,

         24  and because so many people have to get in their

         25  cars, it creates a severe problem on our roadways.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: So you

          3  would support that plan?

          4                 MR. MORELLO: Absolutely.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Would you

          6  support another plan of a moratorium on selling

          7  City-owned property until this master plan is

          8  completed?

          9                 MR. MORELLO: Well, I think I would

         10  have to look to see how that specific moratorium

         11  would affect any other issues in regard to selling

         12  City-owned property before I could make a competent

         13  statement about that.

         14                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: All right.

         15                 How about an initiative that would

         16  allow us to swap City-owned property for

         17  environmentally sensitive areas, that's owned by

         18  private people?

         19                 For instance, if you have a private

         20  piece of property such as in Great Kills, what

         21  Councilman Fiala and myself had a hearing on, it's

         22  owned privately, yet it is environmentally

         23  sensitive, either it is wetlands or it is a pond or

         24  something like that, would you consider us swapping

         25  City-owned property at a comparable price or a
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          2  comparable amount of money for this private-owned

          3  property so we can serve the environmentally

          4  sensitive area?

          5                 MR. MORELLO: I think preservation of

          6  environmentally sensitive areas is something that is

          7  of great importance, and I would be in favor of

          8  that.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: You would

         10  be in favor of that, very good.

         11                 Now, only a couple of more questions.

         12                 The natural area district that we

         13  have on Staten Island, to protect the unique

         14  qualities of these areas, stronger school seat

         15  certification law would close some of the existing

         16  loopholes. On the natural area, we want to expand

         17  the natural areas, and we also want to expand the

         18  special hillside districts that we had done in the

         19  North Shore of Staten Island to bring it out toward

         20  the South Shore, and I know my colleagues support

         21  this too, where we have stricter rules and

         22  regulations on building. You can build, but you must

         23  conform to these very strict rules and regulations

         24  like in Grimes Hill and St. George and New and West

         25  Brighton. We want to expand at the Dongen Hills
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          2  (phonetic) and the hills in New Dorp, Lighthouse

          3  Hill and Emerson Hill. What is your opinion about

          4  that? Would you favor strengthening the rules and

          5  regulations so we could preserve more of our

          6  hillside?

          7                 MR. MORELLO: Yes.

          8                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: You would?

          9                 MR. MORELLO: Yes, because although we

         10  have rules in place and zoning regulations in place,

         11  we have seen that in Staten Island very creative

         12  architects can always bring something right up to

         13  the very edge of what is legal or not legal and

         14  sometimes bringing something right to the very edge

         15  might not always be the best thing for the

         16  surrounding neighbors involved. So, as we strengthen

         17  these existing laws, maybe then we can give better

         18  protection to the surrounding neighbors of these

         19  individual parcels that you may be referring to.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: We have a

         21  -- I like what you have said, I appreciate that.

         22  But we need an advocate, if you should take this

         23  vote here today and you are our new Planning

         24  Commissioner for Staten Island, we need you truly to

         25  advocate for these rules and regulations. These
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          2  rules and regulations are going to the Planning

          3  Department now, but we don't seem to be getting

          4  anything pushed, we don't seem to be getting any

          5  headway. I mean, we want these rules and regulations

          6  to strengthen our hillsides, all of Staten Island,

          7  we want it done yesterday. So, if you should get

          8  this vote, I would hope that you would, one of the

          9  first things you would do is advocate for the

         10  strengthening of the natural area and Hillside

         11  districts on Staten Island.

         12                 Would you do that for us?

         13                 MR. MORELLO: I would be glad to work

         14  with your office in any way to help you with --

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Very good.

         16                 Now, the speeding up of the

         17  certification process for ULURP applications,

         18  especially those initiated by community groups to

         19  modified zoning, I am sure you would agree that

         20  waiting two or three years to get an application

         21  certified is outrageous; isn't it?

         22                 MR. MORELLO: Yes, it is.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: You would

         24  advocate for the speeding up of these ULURP

         25  processes?
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          2                 MR. MORELLO: Yes.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: All right.

          4                 Last question. Specifically I have

          5  called for a text change that would not count school

          6  seats available until the school is actually built.

          7  This would not allow builders to build, particularly

          8  in South Richmond, until seats are actually

          9  available, not merely in the planning stage.

         10                 Would you advocate for that type of

         11  philosophy?

         12                 MR. MORELLO: I think that is a very

         13  good idea. However, I do recall that the builders, I

         14  believe, brought the City up on -- it was either the

         15  City or the Borough President, up on to a court

         16  issue on this, and I believe that the Court said

         17  that because of the way the wording of the law, that

         18  they could in fact use the seats in a school that

         19  was budgeted for, where the capital dollars were in

         20  place. I think it is a better idea to actually have

         21  the school in place, because as we already see, we

         22  have new schools opening up on Staten Island and the

         23  day they open up they are already short school seats

         24  for children.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: Thank you,
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          2  Mr. Chairman.

          3                 Thank you, Mr. Morello.

          4                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Council Member

          5  Fiala.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Thank you, Mr.

          7  Chairman.

          8                 I am not a member of the Committee

          9  but this is a very important position for Staten

         10  Island and for New York City, the City Planning

         11  Commission has enormous say over the future vision

         12  for the City and has say over protecting our

         13  neighborhoods. I am encouraged by what I heard in

         14  response to Councilman O'Donovan's questions. I

         15  think we appear to all be on the same page here, and

         16  particularly the last one. Because I was three weeks

         17  in office when we joined with the community and went

         18  against City Planning and many others to try and

         19  change the school seat text amendment. I am sorry

         20  that we suffered a defeat there. I think the Court's

         21  ruling was a foolish one. I do think, though, that

         22  your comments that we need to move in that direction

         23  illustrate that you have a sensitivity to the

         24  Island's needs and in particular the district I

         25  represent.
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          2                 The one question I have is, we met

          3  several weeks ago with community leaders in my

          4  office, and as you know, there are a series of six

          5  major down-zoning applications working their way

          6  through the City Planning Commission. This morning

          7  we were in there with respect to one that would deal

          8  with a 117-block area. I take it from your comments

          9  then and your reiterations today, you are fully on

         10  board with the South Richmond zoning study, you are

         11  fully prepared to be the strongest advocate on that

         12  Planning Commission to move those applications

         13  forward to get them passed so that we can promulgate

         14  them here in the City Council?

         15                 MR. MORELLO: One-hundred percent.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIALA: Well, I thank

         17  you. Let me just say on a personal note, I have

         18  known John for five years, I think he is as

         19  concerned with what goes on in the South Shore as I

         20  am, and I hope and I trust he is going to be a good

         21  addition to the City Planning Commission.

         22                 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

         23                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Speaker Vallone.

         24                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Kenneth, where are

         25  you?
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          2                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Mr. Knuckles is

          3  over there.

          4                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Ken has a long and

          5  excellent record with the City of New York, and it

          6  is great to have you willing to serve again and we

          7  look forward to changing the City Planning

          8  Commission laws to make them that much more

          9  relevant, particularly when it comes to slaughter

         10  houses, I will be talking to you about that.

         11                 And John Morello, when you have

         12  Republicans rooting for you it's pretty good. It's

         13  very influential when it comes to Democrats on the

         14  City Council.

         15                 No, you wouldn't be here unless you

         16  were highly recommended and we look forward to

         17  working very closely with you in the future.

         18                 MR. MORELLO: Thank you.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Mr. Speaker, we

         20  heard in detail the qualifications of both

         21  candidates and I think they are both extra-qualified

         22  for this important job.

         23                 We will now have a roll call.

         24                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Povman.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Aye on both.
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          2                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Spigner.

          3                 COUNCIL MEMBER SPIGNER: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: O'Donovan.

          5                 COUNCIL MEMBER O'DONOVAN: If I may

          6  explain my vote?

          7                 Mr. Morello, I am going to vote aye,

          8  but when we call we certainly expect a return phone

          9  call, I know you will, and we need your help on

         10  these Staten Island issues, because we are hurting

         11  out there. My colleagues will probably say the same

         12  thing, we need your help. We are growing, we are

         13  growing fast, too fast. Do you know what I mean?

         14                 Thank you. I vote aye.

         15                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Berman.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER BERMAN: Aye.

         17                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Eisland.

         18                 COUNCIL MEMBER EISLAND: Aye.

         19                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Michels.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER MICHELS: Aye.

         21                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Wooten.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER WOOTEN: Aye on all.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Ognibene.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER OGNIBENE: Aye on both.

         25                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: Speaker, Mr.
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          2  Vallone.

          3                 SPEAKER VALLONE: Aye.

          4                 COUNCIL CLERK CHERRY: By a vote of

          5  ten in the affirmative, none in the negative, and no

          6  abstentions, the items are adopted.

          7                 Please sign the reports.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON POVMAN: Okay, this

          9  concludes the business of the Rules Committee.

         10                 (Hearing concluded at 11:40 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 23rd day of August 2000.
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