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          1  RULES, PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS

          2                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Good morning. My

          3  name is Leroy Comrie, and I Chair the Committee on

          4  Rules, Privileges and Elections. This morning we

          5  have with us to start the meeting, is Council Member

          6  Lew Fidler from Brooklyn; Council Member Yvette

          7  Clarke from Brooklyn; to my right is Council Member

          8  Tony Avella from Queens, and we have other members

          9  that should be here before the end of the meeting.

         10                 Today we have before us for our

         11  advice and consent review one candidate for advice

         12  and consent review, Ms. Angela Mariana Freyre, who

         13  is being appointed by the Mayor to the Conflicts of

         14  Interest Board to complete the remainder of a

         15  six-year term, which will expire on March 31st,

         16  2004. As you may already know, the Conflicts of

         17  Interest Board is the entity that serves to provide

         18  clear guidance to public employees regarding

         19  prohibited conduct through training, education, and

         20  the issuance of advisory opinions. The Board also

         21  adopts rules to implement and interpret the

         22  provisions of the Conflicts of Interest Code, it

         23  reviews and decides on alleged violations of said

         24  code, with the power to impose fines, it can be as

         25  high as $10,000, or include suspension or dismissal
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          2  from City service where appropriate.

          3                 The Board also collects and reviews

          4  financial disclosure reports. Board members are

          5  entitled to receive a per diem in the amount of $250

          6  for each calendar day that they perform work for the

          7  Board.

          8                 Ms. Freyre is a partner with the law

          9  firm of Coudert Brothers and her practice

         10  encompasses the areas of mergers, acquisitions,

         11  financing, joint ventures, security and general

         12  corporate law.

         13                 Okay, Ms. Freyre, would you raise

         14  your right hand to be sworn in at this time, please?

         15                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Do you solemnly

         16  swear or affirm that the testimony you're about to

         17  give is the truth, the whole truth and nothing but

         18  the truth?

         19                 MS. FREYRE: I do.

         20                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Please state

         21  your name for the record.

         22                 MS. FREYRE: Angela Mariana Freyre.

         23                 COUNSEL TO COMMITTEE: Thank you.

         24                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Would you like to

         25  make an opening statement, Ms. Freyre.
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          2                 MS. FREYRE: I am very pleased and

          3  very honored to be before you here today, and very

          4  pleased with the opportunity to dedicate my

          5  professional abilities to the public service of the

          6  City of New York. And I thank you for making the

          7  effort to pronounce my name properly.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: I'm working on

          9  it.

         10                 MS. FREYRE: And succeed.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         12                 As we've been calling for more

         13  diversity on persons that come before the Committee

         14  to serve on different boards, I am again pleased

         15  that the Mayor's Office is working hard to continue

         16  that and follow that philosophy. I will open it

         17  therefore straight over to questions for the

         18  members, but after I make a quick statement

         19  basically saying that I was quite impressed with

         20  your record, I'm proud of your desire to want to be

         21  part of public service. This is a very important

         22  committee that is critical to the needs of the City

         23  in the changing time, and we talked before about the

         24  need of the Conflicts of Interest Board to resolve

         25  some pressing questions that are outstanding in a
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          2  way that will enable businesses to want to continue

          3  a positive relationship with the City. It's

          4  important especially in these difficult economic

          5  times that we don't run away businesses, but we find

          6  a way to work with them in a cooperative fashion to

          7  make sure that the spirit and the essence of this

          8  City is maintained.

          9                 So, I want to say that I'm glad that

         10  again the Search Committee has found you, you're

         11  credentials are excellent and I welcome you to the

         12  Committee this morning.

         13                 MS. FREYRE: Thank you.

         14                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Do we have any

         15  questions from the members?

         16                 We've been joined by Council Member

         17  David Weprin from Queens; Council Member Christine

         18  Quinn, above me, from Manhattan; and Council Member

         19  Maria Baez from the Bronx.

         20                 And Council Member Fidler has an

         21  opening question.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Good morning.

         23                 MS. FREYRE: Good morning.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: I agree with

         25  the Chairman, you do present very, very strong
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          2  credentials. I just have a couple of questions. I

          3  understand that you were probably brought to the

          4  attention of the City by Deputy Mayor Harris?

          5                 MS. FREYRE: I believe so.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And how long

          7  have you known Deputy Mayor Harris?

          8                 MS. FREYRE: Her husband, Mark LeBowe,

          9  was a partner of mine at Coudert Brothers, and I've

         10  known them since 1995.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And the

         12  relationship you have with Ms. Harris is personal,

         13  it's not business?

         14                 MS. FREYRE: Totally social.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER and obviously

         16  there will be issues at the Conflict of Interest

         17  Board that may bear on members of this

         18  Administration. Do you feel that that presents any

         19  conflict for you?

         20                 MS. FREYRE: I do not. And if it did,

         21  I would recuse myself from the matter.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: One other

         23  question. How long have you been a resident of the

         24  City of New York?

         25                 MS. FREYRE: Since 1984.
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          2                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: And can you

          3  just tell me why, you know, your license, your

          4  driver's license was from Connecticut until

          5  recently?

          6                 MS. FREYRE: I am embarrassed to admit

          7  that I did not know that I had to have a New York

          8  license. I grew up in Connecticut, my mother is

          9  there, I'm usually out twice a month to visit her

         10  and I just kept the Connecticut license all these

         11  years, and it was only in filling out the DOI form

         12  that I realized that I needed a New York license.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: You do not own

         14  a car; is that correct?

         15                 MS. FREYRE: I do not.

         16                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Okay.

         17                 Thank you very much.

         18                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Any other

         19  questions from Council members?

         20                 Everybody is in a polite -- oh, we

         21  have been joined by Council Member Madeline

         22  Provenzano from the Bronx, and Minority Leader James

         23  Oddo from Staten Island.

         24                 Council Member Quinn.

         25                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Thank you. I
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          2  was wondering if you could just tell us a little bit

          3  about the focus of what type of law your firm

          4  primarily conducts?

          5                 MS. FREYRE: We are a full-service

          6  firm. We are about 700 lawyers worldwide. We have

          7  approximately 36 offices in 23 countries, and I am

          8  in the New York office in the Corporate Department.

          9  I am one of the two heads of Latin America out of

         10  Coudert Brothers in New York. I'm originally Cuban,

         11  and I also studied law in France, which is a civil

         12  law system, and Latin America has a civil law

         13  system, so that adapts well to my training.

         14                 My practice is primarily in mergers

         15  and acquisitions and capital markets work, and just

         16  to give you an indication, I'm working on a

         17  transaction now for Soros. I was engaged by the

         18  Soros Economic Development Fund, and the Soros

         19  Charitable Foundation to represent them in

         20  connection with a low-income housing project that

         21  they have in South Africa.

         22                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: It certainly

         23  sounds like you don't, but does your firm ever have

         24  cause to be engaged by the City to take this to be

         25  in a suit against the City? And would you -- I guess
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          2  you should answer the question first.

          3                 MS. FREYRE: Well, I did a check when

          4  my nomination first came up, and we are not

          5  currently representing the City in any capacity, and

          6  we are not currently involved in a litigation

          7  against the City.

          8                 Not being a litigator I wouldn't be

          9  on the team, and obviously with the physician on the

         10  board, I would recruit myself from the transaction.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: And so there

         12  would be a mechanism internally in your firm for you

         13  to be notified if your firm --

         14                 MS. FREYRE: Yes. Virtually every day

         15  when I go into the office I have at least half a

         16  dozen to a dozen e-mails from around the world --

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: I'm sorry, I

         18  didn't hear that.

         19                 MS. FREYRE: -- Conflicts, checks of

         20  new clients that are coming in, saying, you know,

         21  we've been asked to represent company X, and so if

         22  there's a conflict it gets vetted immediately.

         23                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Great. Okay,

         24  thank you very much.

         25                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Okay, there's
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          2  just one issue that had nothing to do with the

          3  candidate and that's, we should be finally at full

          4  complement for the Conflicts of Interest Board so

          5  now we don't have to worry about a quorum anymore;

          6  am I correct?

          7                 Okay, I see an affirmative nod. So,

          8  that brings us to where the Committee needs to be,

          9  and, again, in the interest of your credentials, I

         10  would like to take the vote at this time and

         11  congratulate you.

         12                 I'm sorry, we have a full Committee

         13  this morning, wow, this is a testament to the

         14  candidate, not to me, that her credentials, Majority

         15  Leader Joel Rivera has joined us and Councilwoman

         16  Melinda Katz from Queens has joined us, and at this

         17  time I'd like to take the vote.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Comrie.

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: Provenzano.

         21                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: May I be

         22  excused to explain my vote?

         23                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Yes.

         24                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I'm

         25  looking at your credentials, they're very
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          2  impressive. I have to say I'm particularly intrigued

          3  by the story on your father. He looked like a real

          4  American.

          5                 MS. FREYRE: He was indeed.

          6                 COUNCIL MEMBER PROVENZANO: I vote

          7  yes.

          8                 COUNCIL CLERK: Quinn.

          9                 COUNCIL MEMBER QUINN: Aye.

         10                 COUNCIL CLERK: Rivera.

         11                 COUNCIL MEMBER RIVERA: Aye.

         12                 COUNCIL CLERK: Avella.

         13                 COUNCIL MEMBER AVELLA: Aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Baez.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER BAEZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Clarke.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: May I be

         18  excused to explain my vote?

         19                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Yes.

         20                 COUNCIL MEMBER CLARKE: I, too, have

         21  to join with the colleagues who have preceded me. I

         22  think that your credentials, your background really

         23  lends to what our expectations are of representation

         24  here in the City of New York. Your nomination and

         25  hopefully your appointment today speaks to our
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          2  ability to find within the City of New York people

          3  of diverse background, women, who can bring to the

          4  table the expertise and talents that are required to

          5  make sure that our City is in good hands.

          6                 I'm extremely pleased to vote yes for

          7  this candidate today.

          8                 Thank you, Mr. Chair.

          9                 COUNCIL CLERK: Fidler.

         10                 COUNCIL MEMBER FIDLER: Mr. Chairman,

         11  I'm pleased that we finally have a nominee for the

         12  Conflicts of Interest Board that is not a graduate

         13  of Columbia Law School, and I vote aye.

         14                 COUNCIL CLERK: Katz.

         15                 COUNCIL MEMBER KATZ: Aye.

         16                 COUNCIL CLERK: Weprin.

         17                 COUNCIL MEMBER WEPRIN: Aye.

         18                 COUNCIL CLERK: Oddo.

         19                 COUNCIL MEMBER ODDO: Aye.

         20                 COUNCIL CLERK: The Speaker, Mr.

         21  Miller.

         22                 SPEAKER MILLER: Yes.

         23                 COUNCIL CLERK: By a vote of 12 in the

         24  affirmative, zero in the negative and no

         25  abstentions, the item is adopted.
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          2                 Please sign the Committee report.

          3                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: We'll leave the

          4  vote open, although I think we pretty much have the

          5  whole Committee here.

          6                 Congratulations, Mrs. Freyre.

          7                 MS. FREYRE: Thank you very much.

          8                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: And welcome

          9  aboard.

         10                 MS. FREYRE: Thank you.

         11                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: And whatever we

         12  can do to be of assistance, don't hesitate to reach

         13  out.

         14                 MS. FREYRE: I appreciate that.

         15                 CHAIRPERSON COMRIE: Thank you.

         16                 (Hearing concluded at 11:00 a.m.)
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          2              CERTIFICATION

          3

          4

          5     STATE OF NEW YORK   )

          6     COUNTY OF NEW YORK  )

          7

          8

          9                 I, CINDY MILLELOT, a Certified

         10  Shorthand Reporter and Notary Public in and for the

         11  State of New York, do hereby certify that the

         12  foregoing is a true and accurate transcript of the

         13  within proceeding.

         14                 I further certify that I am not

         15  related to any of the parties to this action by

         16  blood or marriage, and that I am in no way

         17  interested in the outcome of this matter.

         18                 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

         19  set my hand this 9th day of October 2002.
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